Sharks to Final Four with win over Mainland
Ponte Vedra will advance to the final four for the first time since 2016 with a 27-10 win over Mainland in a game that featured big plays, turnovers, and a multitude of penalties. With the victory the Sharks will hit the road for the first time in the playoffs as they will play Lakeland High next Friday night.
The Sharks used a balanced attack that featured their usual potent passing game along with a hard-hitting defense that forced four turnovers to earn the hard-fought win.  Quarterback Cole Rosendahl became the second Shark to throw for more than 3000 yards in the season by completing 18 passing for 239 yards with the big play a 76-yard bomb to Davitt Doherty early in the second half.
The opportunistic Sharks forced four turnovers, two fumble recoveries and a pair of interception that frustrated a Mainland team that lost their composure in the game’s final minutes.
Ponte Vedra scored first with less than a minute remaining in the opening quarter when Alex Winkles broke through from 5 yards out to cap an 82-yard scoring drive. The big play in their march to paydirt was a well-executed fake punt that caught the aggressive Mainland defense by surprise as Sam Cote connected with Alex Winkle with a 19-yard play that sustained the drive.
The Sharks padded their lead to 10-0 midway through the second quarter when Noah Ash booted a 32-yard field goal to make the score 10-0.  The Buccaneers of Mainland made it a one-score game when they settled for a short field goal with 2:33 left in the half when David Amonte was successful on a short 25-yard field goal.
After one of the Shark’s numerous penalties during the contest denied them excellent field position near midfield, the Sharks were in danger of going three and out as they were facing a third and 12 at their own 24-yard line.  Not to worry as Cole Rosendahl threw a perfect long pass that landed in the outstretched arms of Davitt Doherty who outraced the speedy Mainland secondary into the end zone to give the Sharks a 17-3 lead less than two minutes into the second half.
The Sharks threatened to pad their lead, but they couldn’t take advantage of the second fumble recovery of the game by senior Linebacker Bennett Baumgartner and had to turn the ball over on downs at the Buccaneer 19. Again, the Sharks couldn’t capitalize of two Mainland passes that were picked off by a Shark defender, the first by Hudson Houseman, and the second by Trey Butz.  A third possible interception by Cooper Sobiecki was nullified for pass interference, much to the chagrin of numerous Shark ‘officials’ in the stands.

The visiting Buccaneers from Daytona Beach scored the first touchdown allowed by the tenacious Shark defense in the past two playoff games when they scored on an 8-yard TD pass from Sebastian Johnson to Jaden Parks, The TD pass came just one play after the duo connected on a long 40 yards completion that set up what would prove to be the only Mainland touchdown of the contest, The TD made it a one score game with nearly a full quarter to be played. 
The Sharks showed their composure by taking the ensuing kickoff and marched deep into Mainland territory where Noah Ash booted a shot field goal to make it a two-score game at 20-10. Keeping the drive alive were a couple of pass plays from Rosendahl to sophomore Trent Player, his first two receptions in a Shark uniform.  
Mainland’s last hopes for victory were dashed when the Sharks forced the visitors to turn the ball over on downs. The deciding play was a quarterback sack on a fourth downplay by Reese Beck that turned the ball over to the Sharks.
It was now time to take time off the clock, but the Sharks did even better.  Using a wing T formation the Sharks went 57 yards, all on the ground with Jack Berquist racing 27 yards for a touchdown with just 3:52 on the clock.
It was following this touchdown that brought about a Ripley believe it or not moment. Several frustrated Mainland players that were staring at defeat lost their cool and committed numerous personal foul penalties. When the officials had finished walking off several Mainland penalties, the Sharks were kicking off at the Mainland 15-yard line.
There were several standouts in this win for the Sharks but especially standing out on defense was Bennett Baumgartner.  The senior linebacker had 11 solo tackles during the contest while recovering two fumbles.  With a nose for the football Baumgartner now has a program record six fumble recoveries for the season.

Stats: Ponte Vedra vs Mainland


PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#7 Cole Rosendahl	 18             33              0         239        1            76
#16 Sam Cote	 	    1               1                          19
Totals			 219             32             1        253         1            

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
			Catches     Yards       Catch

#5   Trent Player           2	           18             10
# 3 Davitt Doherty        5                 126             76               1
#12 Caleb Stanton       1                  18             18	       
#14 Jack Berquist        3                  21             29		             
#34 Alex Winkles          8                 75              23

Totals          	              19               253                              
          
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards
# 7 Cole Rosendahl        3                 3               4
#14 Jack Berquist          2                 38             27               1
#34 Alex Winkles          17                  58            13	            1
Totals			   22	            99                                2


PUNT RETURNS
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
None

KICKOFF RETURNS    Return         Total         Longest
		             Attempts      Yards        Return 
#3 Davitt Doherty         2                  50              26
#14 Jack Berquist        1	          15             15


PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Noah Ash                 3                   118          48          39.3

KICKOFFS                  Total               Total         Longest    Touch
		            Kickoffs         Yards		          Backs
#6 Noah Ash                  5                  297            60             4

SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals     Longest					          
#6 Noah Ash				3/3                2/3         32
#14 Jack Berquist	 1
#3 Davitt Doherty        1
#34 Alex Winkles         1											
									

PONTE VEDRA DEFENSIVE STATS vs. Mainland

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T  TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#4  Fion Day   		 	2		                                         1
#13 Cohen Kelley      		2	1	
#14 Jack Berquits		1			         
#20 Talan Babin		7	1                          1			           	         
#22 Ethan Holmes     		1                  
#24 Bennet Baumgartnere     11        1                                                               2			
#26 Cooper Sobieski		4	                    1           	                               1     
#27 Hudson Houseman	4	4	         2                           1        
#29 Trey Butz			5	1                   1			   1 
#32  Davis Latina    				         1	                                       
#40 JP Dolan			4	3        1	     2    
#56 Michael Aker		            1                          1
#92 Reese Beck	            4          1        2                      2              
#96 Christian Purnell              2          3                        

