SHARKS CLOSE REGULAR SEASON WITH A WIN OVER CREEKSIDE

The Sharks offensively were not at their best but ---- no worries as the Ponte Vedra defense came through in a 17-7 victory over rival Creekside. The lone Creekside score came late in the third quarter when a Shark fumble was returned 15 yards for the Knights only touchdown in the game.
It was on this play that the Sharks received a big scare as quarterback Cole Rosendahl was injured on the play forcing the Sharks to insert sophomore backup QB Sam Cote into the game with the Sharks holding a slim 10-7 advantage and still a full quarter of action remaining.
A Creekside punt late in the final quarter pinned the Sharks back at their own five-yard line, a full 95 yards away from paydirt. On a 2nd and 8 play at their own seven and the Knights surely expecting a running play, Cote calmly hit Jack Berquist over the middle to pick up 27 yards and helped Ponte Vedra climb out of a big hole. After a PV first down brought the ball near midfield Cote sealed the deal with a perfectly executed screen pass to Davitt Doherty.  Aided by a big-time block from center Buzz Bunkosky, Doherty scooted down the left sidelines 51 yards for an insurance touchdown with but two minutes remaining in the game.
The TD was the second of the game for Doherty who teamed with Rosendahl on a 10-yard scoring play in the second quarter.  A 28-yard field goal by Noah Ash padded the PVHS lead to 10-0 at halftime. So dominant was the Shark defense that the Knight’s did not pick up a first down until four minutes left in the half.  The first down came on a penalty after JP Dolan had intercepted a pass that he returned for a touchdown only to see the play wiped off by a controversial late hit on the Creekside quarterback.
Doherty had his finest day as a Shark as he hauled in eight passes for 117 yards while the defense was led by a host of Sharks.  Shark defenders intercepted as many passes (three) as Creekside receivers caught in the game.  Trey Butz, Hudson Houseman, and Fion Day each had an interception with Day now the career leader in thefts with eight.  Houseman, a promising sophomore was all over the field with five solo tackles and as many passes defended.  Reece Beck climbed up the leader board with career sacks with two as the entire defensive forward wall of sophomore Mike Akers, Christian Purnell, Dolan and Beck shut off the Knight running game.
Plaguing the Knight offense, in addition to a stout PV defense was the poor management of a part of the game that is too often just taken for granted --- snapping the ball from the center to the quarterback out of the pistol formation. Eight times either there was a bad snap or a snap that was mishandled by the Creekside quarterback that created big loss in yardage.  On the other hand, this has not been a problem for the past two years for the Sharks as PV center Buzz Bunkosky has not had even one bad snap back to a PV quarterback.
Next up for the Sharks will be the FHSAA playoffs. Where the Sharks play and who their opponent might be may not be decided until the completion of Tuesday’s make-up game between Fleming Island and Beachside.  A Beachside win would probably send PV on the road for the first game while a Fleming Island victory would insure the Sharks of a home game.


Stats: Ponte Vedra @ Creekside


PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#7 Cole Rosendahl	16              26		 1         118        1               20
#16 Sam Cote               4	        5                           87         1              51
Totals			20              32               1        205         2            

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
			Catches     Yards       Catch

#2   Angelo Kekelek      2	         13            7
# 3 Davitt Doherty         8                117           51            2
#12 Caleb Stanton        2                 22            12	       
#14 Jack Berquist         3                41             27             
#18 Tucker Henderson 1                5                 5           
#34 Alex Winkles          4                 7                8

Totals          	              20               205                          2    
          
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards
#3 Davitt Doherty           1                 2                2
# 7 Cole Rosendahl        5                 4                4
##13 Sam Cote              2                 6                8
#14 Jack Berquist          3                  21            12 
#20 Talan Baban            1		2	     2 
#28 Nathan Firth            1                 17            17 
#34 Alex Winkles           15               57             13
Totals			   28	          109


PUNT RETURNS
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
#14 Jack Berquist        1                0                 0             1

KICKOFF RETURNS    Return         Total         Longest
		             Attempts      Yards        Return 
#3 Davitt Doherty         1                  31              31


PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Noah Ash                 4                   148          43          37.0

KICKOFFS                  Total               Total         Longest    Touch
		            Kickoffs         Yards		          Backs
#6 Noah Ash                  4                  240            4

SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals     Longest					          
#6 Noah Ash				 2/2                1/1         28
#3 Davitt Doherty            2
PONTE VEDRA DEFENSIVE STATS vs. Creekside

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T  TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#4  Fion Day   		 	8	1	        5                        1
#13 Cohen Kelley      		1			         
#20 Talan Babin		3	1		     1			           	         
#22 Ethan Holmes     		5 			
#26 Cooper Sobieski		1	1	         1     
#27 Hudson Houseman	5	1	         5                       1              	
#29 Trey Butz			1	1			           1     1			
#32 Davis Latina			1                                       
#40 JP Dolan			2	1        1	      1    .5                                       
#56 Michael Aker		3	1        2       
#92 Reese Beck	            4          1        3                  1     2         
#96 Christian Purnell              4          2        2                 

