SHARKS WIN OT THRILLER OVER NICEVILLE
In yet another thriller between two teams spaced more than 300 miles apart, the script was flipped in 2025 as Ponte edged visiting Niceville 31-30 to set up next Friday’s rematch with Beachside.  The scenario was eerily similar to last year’s playoff game played in Niceville when a missed extra point sent Ponte Vedra making the lonely trip back to the First Coast after losing 21-20.
And to nobody’s surprise it was Ponte Vedra’s JP Dolan who was the man of the hour when his blocked extra point in overtime sent the home folks into a frenzy aa a one-point winner.
After Niceville’s outstanding wide receiver Robert Oliver sent the game into overtime following an 80-yard catch and run on a fourth down and ten play from his own 20-yard line, it appeared the visiting Eagles had turned momentum on their side. 
Ponte Vedra had the ball first in overtime and it took them four plays to score with Jack Berquist diving over from the one -yard line.  Noah Ash’s made extra point gave PV a seven-point lead at 31-24.  Niceville also needed four plays to score with the TD coming on a 4-yard pass from backup QB Thomas Radliff to Justus Donahoo. It was now decision time for first year Eagle head coach Richard Morgan.  Would he go for two as PV did last year that failed or go for the tie with a point after from placement.  JP Dolan, the career leader in sacks for the Sharks slithered threw a tiny gap to get his outstretched arm high in the air to block Camrin Perarson’s kick to send Ponte Vedra into the second round of the playoffs.
Oliver, a West Virginia commit was a one-man wrecking crew for Niceville with three long TD receptions of 80, 27 & 29 yards.  Cole Rosendahl, still nursing an injury incurred in the regular season final game with Creekside again had a stellar game for the victors.  Rosendahl completed 19 of 32 passes for 253 yards and one touchdown.  The first- year starter who patiently waited for his role behind Drew Price has exceeded all expectations and then some as he nears the 3000-yard mark in passing yardage in a single season.
Junior running back Alex Winkles performed yeoman like duty by surpassing the 100-yard barrier with 128 rushing yards and one TD (17 yards) on a heavy workload season high 30 carries.
The Sharks got on the board first on a 33-yard field goal by Noah Ash to go up 3-0 but Niceville answered with less than a minute to go in the opening quarter.  One play after the Eagles picked off a Rosendahl screen pass, starting quarterback Deegan McCoy found a wide-open Oliver to complete a 47-yard TD pass, the first of the D1 future wide receivers’ TDs on the evening.  Ponte Vedra’s brilliant linebacker Talan Babin stopped a potential Niceville scoring drive with an interception at his own 15-yard line.  The Sharks then marched 85 yards to regain the lead with the scoring play a 29-yard TD pass from Rosendahl to Jack Berquist.
Cooper Sobiecki intercepted a McCoy pass early into the second half that he returned more than 30 yards deep into Niceville territory. On the next play Winkles burst through a huge hole created by the Shark offensive line to score from 17 yards out to stretch the Shark lead to 17-7.
Niceville would not go away and made it a one score game when backup QB Thomas Radliff hit Oliver with a perfect strike in the endzone to narrow the gap to 17-14 entering the final quarter.  
Niceville knotted up the game at 17-17 on a short field goal.  The Eagles were looking at a short 3rd and one inside the PV ten-yard line but a great defensive play was made by Babin and Dolan to bring down a Niceville runner for a loss that forced the field goal try. 
PV seemingly put this game away when they capped a long drive with Berquist scoring on an end around round from seven yards out to set up the game’s final exciting moments. Babin would finish with 16 tackles to move him up to third all-time in tackles in PV football history while Reece Beck notched his ninth sack as did Dolan to move up the charts in sacks.


Stats: Ponte Vedra vs Niceville


PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#7 Cole Rosendahl	 19              32              1         253        1            44
Totals			 219             32             1        253         1            

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
			Catches     Yards       Catch

#2   Angelo Kekelek      4	         23              9
# 3 Davitt Doherty         5                60             16           
#12 Caleb Stanton        3                18             17	       
#14 Jack Berquist         2                37             29		1             
#18 Tucker Henderson 1                 95            44           
#34 Alex Winkles          1                 20             20

Totals          	              19               253                              
          
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards
# 7 Cole Rosendahl        4                 -14            6
#14 Jack Berquist          2                  8               7                 2
#34 Alex Winkles           30              128             30		 1
Totals			   36	          122                                3


PUNT RETURNS
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
#14 Jack Berquist        4                  3                 0             3

KICKOFF RETURNS    Return         Total         Longest
		             Attempts      Yards        Return 
#3 Davitt Doherty         5                  144              49


PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Noah Ash                 5                   142          43          37.0

KICKOFFS                  Total               Total         Longest    Touch
		            Kickoffs         Yards		          Backs
#6 Noah Ash                  5                  297            60             4

SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals     Longest					          
#6 Noah Ash				4/4                1/3         33
#14 Jack Berquist	   2	
#34 Alex Winkles	   1									

PONTE VEDRA DEFENSIVE STATS vs. Niceville

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T  TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#4  Fion Day   		 	4	2	        3                        
#13 Cohen Kelley      		4		        1			         
#20 Talan Babin		11	5                           3		 1	           	         
#22 Ethan Holmes     		3          1        1 
#24 Bennet Baumgartnere                 1                           1			
#26 Cooper Sobieski		4	2                               	             1     
#27 Hudson Houseman	5	2	         1                               1        1
#29 Trey Butz			2	                     4			           1     1			                                       
#40 JP Dolan			4	2        2	      3    1          (Blk Kick)                             
#56 Michael Aker		1	          1                  2
#92 Reese Beck	            4          1        1                  1     1         
#96 Christian Purnell              2          1                        

