                      Norse Rally for win over Iron Mountain                                          
The two teams had to wait 45 years for their second meeting all time and the results were the same as the Norse overcame numerous miscues to rally for a 19-14 victory in a game played at a neutral site in Petoskey. Trailing 14-13 at the end of the 3rd quarter the Norse rode the back of Cullen Bartos to rally on an 11-yard TD pass from Teddy Lammiman to Beckett Hoppa midway through the fourth quarter and then held on for the victory. The big play on the drive was a huge 48-yard run by Bartos that brought the ball deep into Iron Mountain territory. 
Bartos was a stalwart on both sides of the ball, rushing for 178 yards and a TD while leading the way on defense with 8 tackles. However, his biggest play wasn’t with a tackle but an interception in the fourth quarter that stopped an Iron Mountain drive that set up a long 94-yard drive produced the winning touchdown.
For a while it looked as if NM miscues were going to haunt them. Three fumbles, two sacks of the quarterback and two penalties that wiped out a pair of NM touchdowns prevented the Norse from take a commanding lead at the half. Asequence in the opening half nearly doomed the Norse from the victory.  After an exciting 46-yard TD run from Bartos was wiped out due to a NM penalty, the Norsemen suffered a QB sack, a fifteen-yard penalty and lost a fumble that led to a Mountaineer second quarter touchdown. Earlier the Norse had scored on first offensive possession when NM quarterback Lammiman found a wide-open Beckett Hoppa alone in the end zone. 
Beginning the second half Iron Mountain, playing error free football, scoring on a long 27 yard pass play to take a 14-7 lead despite being outplayed by the Norsemen.  Beckett Hoppa than wasted no time getting NM back in business as he returned the ensuing kickoff 88 yards for an apparent touchdown.  However, NM was guilty of holding on the play deep in Iron Mountain territory.  The penalty didn’t hurt the Norse as on the first play Bartos ran 17 yards for the TD. The point after from placement was blocked and the Norsemen still trailed by a point before rallying in the fourth quarter to even their record at 1-1 to begin the 2026 season.

Stats: NM vs Iron Mountain
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#2 Teddy Lammiman	 11             13            	 	141          2              32
Totals			 11             13                         141          2

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
#  Tyler Frees              3                26              15               
#1 Beckett Hoppa       3                48              19	         2              
#6 Cullen Bartos           2                7                 6
#4 Carlton Williams	   2                28	   16	              
#11Drew Gabriel           1                32              32              
Totals     	             11                 141                            2               
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest   TDs	  Fumbles   Lost
		           Carries         Yards

# 0 Gavin Quarry              1               -1            -1	                               
# 6 Cullen Bartos             18             178          48            1
#2 Teddy Lammiman       11            -10           10  		         3            1

Totals                                30             167                          1	          3            1

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
#11 Drew Gabriel	    1		21	       21
#12 Reese Byrnes	    1                   9                  9

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Cullen Bartos           N/A                   


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 1 Beckett Hoppa	    2					12
#  6 Cullen Bartos	    1					  6	          			
#11 Drew Gabriel	       		   1 	   		 1
                                    					                19

NM Defensive Stats vs Iron Mountain

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Gavin Quarry		2	2			            	        	       
#3 Tyler Frees			3	1	        1		         	                                   		           
#4 Carlton Williams    		5	        	        
#5 Keefe Kersman	            5  	1	1		1                	       
#6 Cullen Bartos	     	8	4	           		           1  	                            
#8 David Markiewicz		2         1	1        1       1                                  
#11 Drew Gabriel		8	1	 
#12 Reese Byrnes	            1	        
#14 Blake Martin		2
#54 Jace Thompson			1	 	
#67 Riley Jones		1	1                              1
#69 Eli Gomez			2	1
#72 Jackson Dye		1	1
#77 Seth Gunby		2
#88 Tobin Jones		5	1                        					                  	



