                      Oakridge ‘rushes” to win over NM
In what has been a major shortcoming for the Norsemen in 2025 again reared its ugly head as the Norse suffered their third defeat of the season 41-27 to Oakridge. The host Eagles rushed for 407 yards to hold off the passing of NM’s Bryce Colbert who nearly matched the Oakridge rushing stats by throwing for 370 yards.
There was only one punt in the ballgame, none by Oakridge who had their only drive not turned into six points on the evening stopped on a fumble caused by NM linebacker Hunter Wilder. If not for NM’s failure to score a pair of touchdowns in the first half when they were deep in Oakridge territory the outcome of this contest could have been far different.  On their initial drive of the game NM was at the Eagles one yard line but two rushing plays were stopped by the hosts.
An 80-yard kickoff return by Wilder set up another golden NM scoring opportunity but a botched handoff resulted in a NM fumble at the 11-yard line that put a crushing halt to the drive.  The Eagles then marched 89 yards and scored on the final play of the first half to take an improbable 14-0 lead at halftime.
The Eagles took the second half kickoff and chewed up seven minutes off the clock to score from shortrange and put a damper on Norse hopes for victory. The Norse didn’t fold, however and punched in a pair of touchdowns to make it a one score game. The first score occurred with NM looking at a difficult fourth and goal situation from the 22-yard line, but Colbert hit his junior tight end Drew Gabriel who somehow fought his way into the end zone.
Veteran head coach Larry Witham, fully aware that his defense was struggling to stop the Eagles running attack, had his Norse attempt an onside kick that was executed perfectly that set up a short 4-yard TD pass to Becca Hoppa. Although the extra point attempt was blocked it still became a one score game with NM trailing 28-20.
Oakridge did recover the second NM onside kick and made it a two-score contest at 34-20.  Colbert again went to the air and following a long completion to Bartos that was stopped at the one-yard line Colbert scored on a keeper to once again make it a one score game at 34-37. The Norse couldn’t stop the Eagles who not only ran off most of the remaining time but also scored with a minute remaining to make the final score read 41-27.
Oakridge limited NM to but 17 total yards rushing, with 25 of those yards coming on one burst by Wilder. Although through the years there is no leader as to the number of tackles recorded in a single game (sorry) it is probable that Colon Bartos would be near, or at the top of the list.  The hard hitting junior defensive back recorded 19 solo tackles as well as a pair of assists in an effort to slow down the Eagle express.
Bartos also placed a big role in the Norse offense as he was on the receiving end of 11 of Colbert’s completions totaling 130 yards.   The Norsemen will now await who their first-round opponent will be in the upcoming playoffs that begin next weekend.


                                             
NM-OAKRIDGE STATS
Stats: NM vs Newaygo
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#3 Bryce Colbert	25               41		            370        3               54
Totals			 

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
# 1 Braylen Burrell        2               61              54              
#2 Beckett Hoppa        5               72              43                2
#6 Cullen Bartos           11             130            23	         
#5 HunterWilder            5                69             47              
#11Drew Gabriel	   2                38             22               1
Totals     	              25              370                               3                
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 3 Bryce Colbert              2             -13             1	        1
# 5 Hunter Wilder	       4              28              25	                       
# 6 Cullen Bartos              2               -2              -1    
#20 Keefe Kersman           1               4                4   
Totals                                9              17                             1     

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
N/A

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#3 Bruce Colbert           1                   36             36           36


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 2 Beckett Hoppa         2					12
# 3 Bryce Colbert	    1                                                     6	          			
#11 Drew Gabriel	    1   		 3     			9
                                    					               27

NM Defensive Stats vs. Oakridge

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Jourdon Ealom-Yff		5   	        	         
#2 Beckett Hoppa		5    	1                                           	               			         
#5 Hunter Wilder		3          1	                                          1				           
#6 Cullen Bartos    		19	2      	                 		       
#7 Carlton Williams     	1	1	         		             	                            
#11 Drew Gabriel		9          3                                             
#14 Blake Martin		6	3        1           
#20 Keefe Kersman		2	5                                                              1
#52 Oliver Fricke		5	1 
#54 Jace Thompson		4
#55 Clint Villapando			2					                             	
#65 Brennen Slayton		           2
#72 Jackson Dye		1					
#79 Kael Gunby 		1	1	


