NM Routs Hesperia 74-28

A sparse crowd was on hand in Hesperia to watch their Panthers face the undefeated Norsemen. Perhaps the Hesperia faithful were concerned with their team incurring yet another blowout loss to the Norse. They were right.  For the 10th consecutive game between the two teams, it was another 30 plus point lopsided win for NM as they downed Hesperia 74-28.
The game was never in doubt as NM raced out to a 21-10 lead after the first eight minutes were in the books.  The 10 points would prove to be the most points scored in a quarter for the Panthers for the game.  The quick hands of the Norse defenders had 14 steals in the first half alone, many of those steals turned into easy layups. NM poured in 31 points in the second quarter to take a 52-18 lead at halftime, just one point shy of ensuring a running clock in the second half.
It took only one trip down the court to start the second half to force a running clock when Bryce Colbert rebounded his own missed shot and scored. However, it wasn’t until there was 3:40 left in the third quarter before the official signaled to the scorekeeper to keep the clock running.  NM led 64-23 at the time and NM coach Chuck Rypstra had emptied his bench.
Despite sitting out much of the final half NM’s pair of sensational backcourt players, Adam Dugner and Braylen Phillips had each scored 20 points. Ameere Layton continued his improved play with 11 points as 10 Norse players dented the scoring column.

