                      Pewamo-Westphalia ends NM Season                                          
It was not the closure that the 2025 Norsemen had hoped for, but this team can certainly hold their heads high despite a lopsided 54-28 loss to top ranked Pewamo-Westphalia. Already heavy underdogs prior to the opening kickoff, the Norsemen hopes for an upset dwindled even more with the unexpected loss due to illness of their outstanding two-way performer Hunter Wilder on the eve of the district final.
With their best team in many years, The Pirates, playoff nemesis vs. NMHS in football and basketball in recent years, had far too much firepower for the Norsemen who were never able to overcome the loss of several graduated players from their 2024 season.  The loss was never more apparent than on defense as the Norse were victim of a massive 54 points scored by P-W who showed little mercy in the rout.
The Norse can take some consolation in the 28 points scored during the game were far and away the most allowed by the P-W powerhouse during the season. With the Norse running attack limited with the loss of Wilder, the leading rusher on the season, the Norse were forced to go to the air.
Senior quarterback Bryce Colbert did all he could as he threw for 270 yards and three TD’s with Cullen Bartos adding to the passing total with a halfback pass good for 41 yards and a touchdown to senior end Becca Hoppa, one of three touchdown passes caught by Hoppa.  For Hoppa, it was the 10th consecutive game in which he was on the receiving end of a touchdown pass, easily an all-time NM record.
Colbert’s 270 yards in the game also put him at the top of the leaderboard board in the 92 years of NM football as his 2475 total passing yards surpassed the previous record of James Young. Among the many NM fans who made the trip to Mid-Michigan was one time NM three sport star Pate Sheldon, 86 years young who was the QB for NM during the fabled Stan Guy era at NMHS. A retired attorney in the Lansing era Sheldon became the first NM baseball player to play for a D1 schools when he was the third baseman for Dartmouth in the early 1960s. 
Your author is going to skip any play-by-play descriptions for this game, but I would be remiss if I didn’t point out the robust work of Cullen Bartos. A one-man wrecking crew on defense, Bartos was all over the field as he had 14 solo tackles and ending his brilliant junior season with 116 solo tackles. 

Stats: NM vs Pewamo-Westphalia
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#3 Bryce Colbert	19               39	            	270        3               32
#6 Cullen Bartos	  1               1                            41         1              41
Totals			 20               40                        311         4

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
# 1 Braylen Burrell        4                56              32                
#2 Beckett Hoppa        5               125             41               3
#6 Cullen Bartos           7                86              22	          1      
#11Drew Gabriel           3                39              24               
# 20 Keefe Kersman      1                 5                5
Totals     	              145              311                             5                
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 3 Bryce Colbert              8              41              16	                               
# 6 Cullen Bartos              2               -2               1
#20 Keefe Kersman           6               30              10  
Totals                                16             69                            

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
N/A

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#3 Bruce Colbert           2                   70             364           35


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 2 Beckett Hoppa         3		2			20
# 5 Drew Bartos	    1                                                     6	          			
#11 Drew Gabriel	       		 1     			 1
# 8   Andrew Proska                           1                                  1
                                    					               28

NM Defensive Stats vs Pewamo-Westphalia

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Jourdon Ealom-Yff		3		         1   	        	         
#2 Beckett Hoppa		3    	                       	               		         	                                   			           
#6 Cullen Bartos    		14	3        1                     1                                              	       
#7 Carlton Williams     	4	3	           		             	                            
#11 Drew Gabriel		2         3                                                  
#14 Blake Martin		2	1                                                  
#17 Gavin Quarry	            2        
#20 Keefe Kersman		4	1                  1
#52 Oliver Fricke		2	 	2
#55 Clint Villapando			1                           					                  	



