GAME BY GAME NM RESULTS FOR 2025-26

NM vs Holton
The Norsemen have now played nearly 2,000 games (1806 to be exact). The Norsemen’s 77-11 win over a hapless Holton team was the most one-sided in more than 90 years of NM basketball. It was the 17th straight win over Holton during this run with the average score a margin of 30 points - 64-34. One can only speculate what might the margin have been if not for a running clock and the quick emptying of his bench by coach Chuck Ryspstra. The highlight of the evening came in the third quarter when NM’s Adam Dugener scored a two-pointer, his 19th point of the game. The contest was halted at that time and NM’s veteran PA announcer Bill Marietti proclaimed that Dugener had just become the 7th Norsemen in history to score 1000 points in his career. The game was never in doubt as NM raced out to a startling 28-3 lead after eight minutes of action.  The scoreboard showed the Norse on top an overwhelming 53-5 at halftime, forcing a running clock the rest of the way. Braylen Burrel quickly showed that he was able to make the quick transition from football to basketball as he scored 17 of his game high 23 points in the first quarter. Twelve Norsemen scored in the game as reserves played much of the game against their outmanned opponent.  

NORSEMEN BLAST CHARLEVOIX 54-17
The Norsemen ventured north on snow covered highways to the town of Benzonia to play a pair a contests in the tiny Northwest Michigan metropolis.  Their first opponent in the weekend series hosted by Benzie Central High was against Charlevoix in the first meeting ever between the two schools.  I recall broadcasting the state final at the turn of the century and our first game was a Charlevoix win over Detroit DePorres. Charleviox was the alma mater of one of my boyhood heroes Bob Carey, the last Michigan State Spartan to win nine letters.  So talented was the 6’5 football All-American who would play in the NFL for the Los Angelas Rams, that Carey was also a starter on the MSU basketball team and a school record holder in the shot out.
Unfortunately for Charlevoix, this is not the 2001 Charlevoix state finalist team and certainly the Rayders did not have anything resembling a player like Carey.  The Norsemen raced out to an astounding 20-2 lead after the first quarter enroute to a 54-17 whipping of the outmanned Northern Michigan five.  The regulars hardly broke a sweat as coach Chuck Rypstra played his entire 15-man squad in a game that was played with a running clock as early as the 5:32 mark in the third quarter after the Norse had taken a 48-8 lead.
The 2025-26 NM team will feature one of best twosomes in the backcourt in their proud school’s history in Braylen Burrel and Adam Dugener.  Playing about half of the game Burrel had 16 points, many of those markers coming on one of Dugener’s seven assists.  Dugener had 13 points while 6’6 sophomore David Markiewicz had 12 points, 10 of his points coming in the opening quarter.
One would have to go back 82 years when the Norse would hold teams under 20 points in successive games.  After holding Holton to 11 points two days earlier, the stifling NM defense held Charlevoix to but
NM Sweeps Again in Benzie Invite
The Norsemen have surely enjoyed their past two trips to Benzie Central as again they swept their two opponents with both of their final victories coming against Division one opponents.  After defeating Lapeer last year, the Norse defeated Walled Lake Western in 2025 64-44.
The Norse put their third straight win in the books with a near perfect fourth quarter when they outscored their foes from the Detroit suburb 22-7 in the final eight minutes to pull away for yet another double-digit victory.
Adam Dugener led the with 25 points and he had pretty of help from his teammates.  In seems that coach Chuck Rypstra was constantly pushing the right buttons as several of his reserves played important roles in the victory. When 6’6 sophomore David Markiewicz got in foul trouble he inserted Bronson Hurst and the NM baseball star in the spring came through with six valuable points.  Teddy Lammiman hit both of his three-point attempts, Ameere Layton played a big floor game and hit a clutch three pointer when the game was tight in the third period.
When coach Rypstra needed that spark and needed somebody who would fight for rebounds than who better to insert into the contest than NM’s brilliant football star Cullen Bartos.  Just as he had a nose for the football in the Fall Bartos came through with four much-needed rebounds. After sitting out much of the game with foul trouble Markiewicz had s monster fourth quarter with four assists and as many rebounds while Braylen Burrel had another steady game with 10 points. The Norsemen took care of the ball as they had only six turnovers while the Norsemen --- err Adam Dugener had all six steals.


NORSE CRUSH MASON COUNTY 67-47

North Muskegon took care of business with a 67-47 defeat of Mason County Central in a game that was never in doubt on the Northside court.  In a series that was once dominated by the Spartans, the tide has turned in recent years as NM, who once lost 38 of 39 games played between the two long time WMC rivals from 1981-2001, have now won 17 of the last 18 encounters between the two schools.
Only in the fourth quarter, when NM coach Chuck Rypstra was playing mostly his reserves, did the Spartans outscore the Norse.  NM enjoyed a 61-35 lead over the outmanned northerners from Scottville entering the game’s final eight minutes before Mason County made the final score a little more respectable.
NM’s big three of seniors Adam Dugener (19) and Braylen Burrell (13) and 6’6 sophomore David Markiewicz (13) were in double figures for the Norse with coach Rypstra getting some great play from his bench, especially from junior guard Ameere Layton. Coming off the bench Layton led the Norsemen in assists with seven and steals with six.
The win now sets up an eagerly awaited contest for the Norsemen when they play at Whitehall next Tuesday, December 16.   The two rivals have played 162 games since they first met 93 years ago but oddly enough this will be the first meeting since the 2021-22 season

NM Gets Huge Road Win at WHITEHALL

After playing Whitehall for 87 straight seasons from 1935 through 2022, the two longtime rivals finally met up once again after a mysterious scheduling snafu the past three seasons. It was the Norsemen who came out on top in the 163rd meeting between the two schools with their 54-41 win over the host Vikings.
The game was undecided until the start of the second half with the score knotted up at 25-25 at halftime.  That quickly changed as Adam Dugener with a steal, made layup and free throw gave the Norsemen a three-point lead and they would pull away for a 13-point victory over the Vikings.
Coach Chuck Rypstra had to be pleased with NM’s balanced attack and their limited turnovers as they won their fifth straight game on the season. Braylen Burrel had 15 points, and no turnovers to lead NM with Dugener close behind with 14 markers as well as six game leading steals.  Brody Frees had eight, David Markiewicz 7, and Bryce Colbert six points as NM committed but six turnovers in the contest.  
The Norsemen will attempt to make it six wins in a row when they travel to Hesperia Thursday to take on a Panther team that hasn’t come within 30 points of the Norse in their last nine meetings.  
NM Routs Hesperia 74-28

A sparse crowd was on hand in Hesperia to watch their Panthers face the undefeated Norsemen. Perhaps the Hesperia faithful were concerned with their team incurring yet another blowout loss to the Norse. They were right.  For the 10th consecutive game between the two teams, it was another 30 plus point lopsided win for NM as they downed Hesperia 74-28.
The game was never in doubt as NM raced out to a 21-10 lead after the first eight minutes were in the books.  The 10 points would prove to be the most points scored in a quarter for the Panthers for the game.  The quick hands of the Norse defenders had 14 steals in the first half alone, many of those steals turned into easy layups. NM poured in 31 points in the second quarter to take a 52-18 lead at halftime, just one point shy of ensuring a running clock in the second half.
It took only one trip down the court to start the second half to force a running clock when Bryce Colbert rebounded his own missed shot and scored. However, it wasn’t until there was 3:40 left in the third quarter before the official signaled to the scorekeeper to keep the clock running.  NM led 64-23 at the time and NM coach Chuck Rypstra had emptied his bench.
Despite sitting out much of the final half NM’s pair of sensational backcourt players, Adam Dugner and Braylen Phillips had each scored 20 points. Ameere Layton continued his improved play with 11 points as 10 Norse players dented the scoring column.

THE NORSE ROMP OVER OAKRIDGE 66-35
The Norsemen will now head into the New Year with a perfect 7-0 record after yet another lopsided win, this time over long time WMC rival Oakridge 66-35.  The Norse have now outscored their first seven opponents by an average score of 65-31 as Norse Head coach Chuck Rypstra has produced yet another Norse powerhouse.
The Norse let the large NM home crowd know that this game was never in question as NM bolted out to an early 15-2 lead over the outmanned Eagles.  There was no letup in the second quarter as NM had increased their lead at halftime to 32-11 as the NM backcourt duo of seniors Braylan Burrel and Adam Dugener combined for 21 of the Norse total points. Oakridge did show a little life early in the third quarter as they opened the second half on a 7-0 run before the Norse got serious and rang up 20 points to Oakridge 16.  Dugener led the barrage with 10 third quarter points with nine of those tallies coming on made 3-pointers. 
The 22 points scored by Dugener now moves him up to 5th all time in Norsemen career scoring as he surpassed Cam Balash and is rapidly closing on 4th place. Not just a scorer, Dugener also had eight rebounds and eight aissts. Sophomore David Markiewicz and Teddy Lamiman chipped in with 8 and 7 points respectively while Markiewwicz was a force on the boards with 13 rebounds.
				NORSE ROUT MONTAGUE 72-30
NM for the second straight season routed Montague 72-30 in the 191st meeting between the two rivals.  Oddly enough, in the longtime series dating back to the 1932-33 season, whereby the Norse only hold a slim 97-94 advantage over the Wildcats, the last two games won by the Norsemen were the most lopsided in the very long series. The game was played in the massive new Montague gymnasium, a far cry from when your author played his first ever game against Montague at the Tannery in Whitehall back in 1956. The game was over quickly as the Norsemen had a 46-16 lead at halftime.  Adam Dugener lit up the stat sheet once again for the undefeated Norsemen with 21 points, Seven assists, 5 steals and 5 rebounds in less than 20 minutes of action as once again NM coach Chuck Rypstra was able to empty his bench early.  When the officials informed the clock operator in Montague to begin a running clock with about three minutes to play in the third quarter and the Norse leading 61-18, Rypstra pulled his starting five and was able to play his entire roster the rest of the contest. Braylen Burrell added 16 points while the Norse also got some outstanding play from Bryce Colbert, David Markiewicz and Ameere Layton who each tallied eight points.
NM DOWNS MANISTEE 60-32
The Norse continued their early season dominance with a rout of a visiting Manistee team 
who traveled to North Muskegon with an impressive 7-2 record. The Norse won their 6th straight game against the visiting Chippewas /err Mariners and they won decisively 60-32.
The offense for NM, but not their defense, got off to a rusty start following the Holiday break as NM led 22-10 after a low scoring first half.  Adam Dugener, who was held to but two field goals in the first half, regained his shooting touch after halftime as he drilled four three-pointers in the third quarter to give NM a commanding 43-20 lead heading into the final quarter.  Dugener finished with 18 points before exiting the contest with four minutes remaining as Norse coach Chuck Rypstra emptied his bench.  Braylen Burrel was the other Norsemen in double figures with 11 points while Brody Frees came off the bench to chip in with eight.  The chairman of the boards during the contest was 6’5 sophomore David Markiewicz who pulled down 14 rebounds as NM improves to a perfect 9-0 on the season.

NORSE STAY PERFECT WITH 58-37 WIN OVER SHELBY
The Norsemen stay perfect with their 10th win of the season as well as their 10th straight win over Shelby as they soundly defeated the Tigers 58-37 on the NM home court.  The Norse had to rely on their defense as their three-point shots were not falling against the Tigers. The Norse would finish by making but 5 of 20 attempts behind the arc with four of those bombs coming in the second half after making but 1 of 9 in the first half. Only in the second quarter were the Tigers able to stay close with NM but thanks to a 18-8 first quarter blitz, NM led 32-22 at halftime. The potent NM trio of Adam Dugener (19), Braylen Burrel (17) and David Markiewiz (10) all were in double figures for the Norse. Bronson Hurst, who is improving each game, led all NM rebounders with seven while Dugener was the leading assist man with seven.

NM WINS 100th Game in PROGRAM HISTORY OVER RAVENNA
NM made program history when they defeated Ravenna 48-42, the first school that NM has defeated 100 times since their first game back in 1932. However, after soundly defeating all their previous ten opponents Ravenna made the Norse work hard to secure their 11th straight contest on the season.  The Bulldogs held a 24-22 lead at halftime before NM broke out of their shell and turned the tide with a 14-4 scoring advantage in the third period. Adam Dugener paced the Norse with 21 points. The 6’0 senior guard has now scored 1192 points in his career and moved into fourth place all time in NM career scoring, passing TL McKenzie with his 1184 in his NM career. It was an off-shooting night for the Norsemen has they connected on but 5 of 18 three pointers.  The Norsemen undefeated record will surely be challenged Friday night when they travel to Hart to take on a Pirate team that has suffered but one defeat on the season.

NM’s LATE RUN PROPELS NORSE IN WIN OVER HART
The final score of NM’s 68-54 does not reflect how tight this game was in front of a large crowd at the Hart gymnasium.  With 4:43 left in the game the Norsemen held a slim one-point lead at 52-51. Ignited by a driving layup by Adam Dugener the Norse ended the game with a 16-3 run to pull away from a Hart team that dropped only their second game of the season. The victory gives NM a nice foothold on winning yet another WMC championship in the Rivers Division with the two leaders in the Rivers set to face one another again down the road. Dugener led the Norsemen with 24 points with David Markiewicz and Bronson Hurst chipping in with 10 points each.  The Norsemen move to a perfect 12-0 on the season but that streak will be severely challenged tomorrow when NM plays one of the top Division 2 teams in the state in Freeland.  The game will be played at Fowler High School with the tip off slated at 4:40 PM.

NM Drops First game of the Season to Freeland
The final score may read Freeland 75 North Muskegon but that does not at all reflect on how tight this game was for the first 28 minutes of play. With four minutes left in the game the Norsemen trailed by only one point at 57-58.  Freeland, a highly rated team in division 2 than sealed the deal with a 10-0 run to pull away from the Norse and hand the blue and gold only their first setback of the season.  Braylan Burrel was outstanding for NM with a career high 28 points while his sidekick in the backcourt Adam Dugener kicked in with 21 points and six assists. The duo accounted for 49 of the NM total but it wasn't to pull off the victory.  David Markiewicz chipped in with six points and as many rebounds in a game that was played Saturday afternoon at a neutral site in Fowler.

NM Defeats Ludington in battle of the WMC Unbeatens

One would have to travel back several years to find a matchup with more at stake at the Northside gym than Tuesday’s game between undefeated Ludington and once beaten North Muskegon.  The Orioles were perfect on the season and highly rated in the state rankings in Division 2, while the Norsemen had dropped but one game, just three days earlier to a top ranked Freeland team. It was the Norsemen who came out on top with a hard-earned 64-53 triumph over Ludington behind yet another brilliant performance from guard Adam Degener. The Norse sharpshooter had a season high 32 points as the Orioles had no answer for the Alma College commit.
It appeared that NM was headed for a walkaway victory over the Orioles as they built up a second half lead that at one time stretched to 17 points.  The Birds would not go away, however and stormed back in the games exciting final quarter to trail by only one point at 50-49 with still five minutes left in regulation. It was than Dugner’s time to shine and when the senior guard drilled a three-pointer with 4:20 left on the clock the Norse showed their mettle and kept their poise to hang on for the win. A big play in the game’s final minutes that help clinch the W was a basket by Bronson Hurst, who received a nifty pass from sophomore David Markiewicz that gave the Norsemen a comfortable seven-point bulge late in the game.  Markiewicz was a monster on the boards for coach Chuck Rypstra’s Norsemen as he tallied nine points while dominating the boards with 13 rebounds. Braylen Burrel kept up his stellar play with 15 points as the NM trio of Dugener, Burrel and Markiewicz tallied all but seven of NM’s total points.


                NORSEMEN DEFEATS TALENTED COVENANT CHRISTIAN 70-64

Even after the Norsemen had run off 11 consecutive victories to begin the 2025-26 season, the jury had to be still out as to how good this North Muskegon truly was after playing a less than stellar schedule. Those concerns by any skeptics can now be erased after head coach Chuck Rypstra’s Norsemen survived a gauntlet of playing four top-notch and highly rated teams by winning three of those four games, with three of those games played on the road. With many games in the state cancelled due to perilous driving conditions the Norsemen decided to brave the elements and travel to Grand Rapids to play a Covenant Christian squad that handed the Norse their only regular season loss the previous season. “The conditions were not great, but drivable,” said first year AD Cody Liverance. We ran into some whiteout conditions near Coopersville and never got above 50 mph on the highway, but we made it there and back in one piece.”
With a large crowd on hand on Covenant Christians home court, with only a few (probably fool-hearted) Norse fans in attendance, the Norsemen rose to the occasion and defeated a talented Division 2 Covenant team 70-64.  The Norsemen not only got sensational play from their talented backcourt duo of Adam Dugener and Braylen Burrel, but NM received some excellent play from some vastly improving role players.  Burrel and Dugener were once again spectacular.  Burrel, for the second time in three games against division 2 opponents tallied a game high 28 points, connecting on six of his nine three-pointers while also adding four conventional two-pointers.  Dugener’s 19 points doesn’t begin to portray his importance in this contest as he also had 10 assists while pulling down four rebounds. The cinch all-stater is earning a reputation as Mr. Buzzer Beater.  After ending a pair of quarters in Tuesday’s game with long three-pointers with the buzzer going off, it was déjà vu against Covenant Christian. Dugener ended the first period, that at one point saw NM trailing 20-11 by making a 35-foot bomb but it was his buzzer beater in the third quarter that bordered on the spectacular.  After a Burrel steal and a nifty pass Dugener put up a soft underhand floater while in full speed that softly nestled through the net to give NM a 56-50 lead heading into the final period. It was in the fourth quarter when coach Rypstra’s role players stepped up in a big way. Heading into the deciding period Burrel and Dugener had combined for 46 points, but the duo only made 1 of the final 14 points tallied by the victors. Sophomore Teddy Lamiman, (who had 10 points) thanks to pinpoint passes from Dugener, nailed a couple of layups. Bryce Colbert hit a big three-pointer from the corner and a free throw; Sophomore David Markiewicz added four points and Brody Frees made a free throw as NM held off the hosts.  The Norse put on a clinic in the game’s final moments with some outstanding ball handling and passes that kept offensive possessions from Covenant.  The victory improves NM’s record to 14-1 but will have little time to celebrate as they have a Saturday afternoon game against a long-time antagonist in the Warriors of West Michigan Christian.

NORSEMEN DEFEAT WEST MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 53-46

           The Norsemen completed a 3-game gauntlet vs. some very good competition with a win over a traditional basketball powerhouse with their 53-46 win over West Michigan Christian. With the temperature hovering around zero outside the action was much warmer inside the cozy confines of the ageless North Muskegon gymnasium as the large gathering of fans, with many still wearing their heavy overcoats witnessed a close contest. A pesky and fundamentally sound Warrior team employed a tight man to man defense that gave the Norsemen concerns throughout the contest. The Warriors stunned the favored Norsemen by taking a 12-7 lead after the first stop with the only NM points coming on a pair of three pointers by Adam Dugener and a free throw from David Markiewicz. The Norse kept their poise, tightened up their own defense and outscored the visitors 17-9 in the second period to take a 24-21 lead at halftime.  The Norse upped their margin to 40-31 at the end of the third quarter with the Norsemen’s final three points coming on a miraculous buzzer beater from beyond midcourt by Ameere Layton. The closest WMC would come in the final quarter was at 50-44 but some good NM ball handling and passing in the game’s final moments was good enough to hold off the Warriors as the Norsemen improve to an astounding 15-1 on the season.  In a series that was once dominated by West Michigan Christian, the Norsemen have now won seven straight games against a Warrior program that has numerous state championship trophies in their bulging trophy case.  Leading the way in the low-scoring contest for NM were Braylen Burrell (16) and Adam Dugener with 15 points. There was one stat that must pose some concern for the Norsemen as they were only able to procure one offensive rebound the entire game. 
NM rolls over HOLTON
Following contests against six tough opponents the Norsemen found a weak opponent, and weak just might be an understatement as the Norsemen demolished a hapless Holton team 70-16. In my years of following NM basketball, (since 1946) I can’t recall a NM team leading an opponent 60-7 at halftime.  With a running clock for the entire second half and NM coach Chuck Rypstra having long emptied his bench it didn’t get any better for the host Red Devils as they went scoreless in the third period. Scarcely breaking a sweat, the NM backcourt duo of Braylen Burrel and Adam Dugener led the way with 22 and 17 points respectively.  Burrel attempted six three-pointers in the first half and made all six before joining his backcourt buddy on the bench for about half of the game.  Dugener made it easy for Burrel as he had eight assists along with three steals as NM improves to 16-1 on the season. So dominant have the Norsemen been against Holton that they outscored the Red Devils 147-27 in the two regular season games this season. When the dust had cleared and stats were tabulated, the Norsemen’s 15 made 3-pointers in the game were a new NM record, breaking the record of 14 made against Whitehall in 2019.

NM SLAMS HESPERIA 67-26
Fans attending many NM games this year might feel they’re not getting a ‘bang for their buck.’ Once again, a lopsided Norse victory was shortened because of a running clock for the second half in another 67-26 blowout win over Hesperia.  NM regulars played but three minutes into the second half before coach Chuck Rypstra emptied his bench with the Norsemen leading by 50 points. Once thing that this old time Norse fan has noticed is this year’s NM team does not use the school issued Chuck Taylor Converse shoes that we used back in the 1950s.  Among the shoes I observed were the red (or was it pink shoes) worn by Adam Dugener; gold shoes adorned by center David Markiewicz; sharp shooting guard Barlen Burrel had blue shoes and reserve Ameere Leyton beat them all with two-tone shoes. One player (Kandaro Houston) would have made Floridians proud as his shoes were a bright orange.  My --- how times have changed.  Back to the game ---- This game was no contest as the 18-1 Norsemen led 46-10 at halftime. Playing less than half the game Adam Dugener had 22 points and his backcourt teammate Braylen Burrel had 19 before finding a seat on the bench for much of the game.  The Norse 8-man rotation during their time on the court committed but one turnover while coming up with 16 steals. One thing that is apparent with coach Rypstra’s team is that they always keep their foot on the gas, especially on the defensive end with their relentless pressure. Hesperia’s veteran coach, who may have been coaching when your author played for NM in the 1950’s, surely didn’t adding any years to his lifetime with yet another blowout loss to the Norsemen.  The Panthers can take some solace as they outscored NM 9-6 in the third quarter as the NM coach went far down the bench to get players into the contest.

NORSEMEN MAKE MASON COUNTY THEIR 51st STRAIGHT WMC VICTIM

The Norsemen rolled to yet another win against West Michigan Conference foes with their 70-48 victory over Mason County Central.  It was the 51st straight victory in a row against WMC opponents, an incredible streak that shows no signs of being broken.  After the host Spartans took a very early 6-5 lead, a David Markiewicz basket gave the Norse the lead and they never looked back to earn their 18th win on the season against but one setback.  Adam Dugneer was again brilliant in the NM victory. So efficient was the NM senior that he was perfect on all 8 of his two pointers taken while canning three of his five three-pointers and making his only free throw. Dugener has been renown for hitting long buzzer-beater shots at the end of each quarter but the show he made with the horn sounding at the end of the 3rd quarter while his shot was in the air took on an extra special meaning.  It was the 1366th point in his NM career and put him in third place in NM history in career scoring as he passed former Norseman Lee Kakaty who now moves down to 4th in NM annals. Dugener also added six assist and five rebounds while his backcourt mate Braylen Burrel tallied 17 points.  Reserve guard Ameere Layton came off the bench to add six points while coming up with five rebounds, all offensive rebounds, and adding three assists. 

NORSE ROLL OVER SHELBY 70-33
Unlike their first contest when the Norse connected on but 5 of 20 three-point attempts, this was not the case in the second contest with Shelby as NM drilled 13 of 22 shots beyond the arc enroute to a smashing 70-33 victory.  The Norse were near perfect in the first quarter as they made 8 of 10 three pointers in the opening quarter to take a commanding 28-12 lead over the Tigers.  NM widened the gap to 45-17 by halftime and after Adam Dugener potted a three pointer with only a couple of minutes played in the third quarter, veteran Shelby coach Rick Zoulek called a time out, and when he looked at the scoreboard at Shelbys large, but nearly empty gym, he was staring at a 55-19 deficit. With a running clock and still 2:11 to be played in the third quarter NM coach Chuck Rypstra began emptying his bench.  Playing less than three quarters the NM backcourt duo of Dugener (24) and Braylan Burrel (20) had accounted for 44 of NM’s 63 points while Shelby had but 24. The win was the 19th of the season for the Norsemen who seem to get better as the season progresses. One stat that personifies this NM team is their deadly three-point shooting.  As a team the Norse are shooting at 42% from beyond the arc with Dugener leading the way with a ridiculous 53% on 68 of 128 attempts. Bryan Burrel has netted 54 of 120 shots while Teddy Lamiman has come off the bench to connect on better than half of his 41 attempts. 

NORSE DEFEAT RAVENNA TO SET UP WMC TITLE GAME FRIDAY

For the first time in many years, the Norsemen played a game without their Mr. Basketball candidate, Adam Dugener.  Sidelined due to an illness and playing a team who earlier in the season came within six points of defeating NM, the Norse still prevailed and won by a bigger margin than their first encounter with a 58-42 victory over Ravenna. The Norse were never in trouble of dropping their first WMC game in 52 contests as they bolted to an early 16-8 lead that expanded even more by halftime as the Norse had a commanding 33-17 lead. After the Norse led by nearly 20 points, only in the fourth quarter did the visiting Bulldogs outpoint the Norse, but only by a slim 15-12 margin.  The win now sets up a regular season finale that will surely fill the NM gym to capacity when they play Hart and a chance to clinch he outright WMC championship. Not since the early 1950s as a game between Hart and North Muskegon had a bearing on the WMC championship.  Your author vividly remembers the hardship the Pirates of the late 1940s and early 1950s put on the Norsemen. From 1948 until 1954, the Pirates won 13 of 14 games played between the longtime rivals, with many of those contests determining the WMC champions. The only Norse victory during that span came in 1951 when the Norse edged the Pirates 35-32 with my long ago NM idol Bill Duplissis scoring 20 of the Norsemen’s points.  It wasn’t until 1954 would the Norsemen again prevail over their nemesis with big Walt Busker scoring a school record at the time 30 points to lead NM to an 84-69 victory over Hart. Coach Chuck Rypstra’s Norsemen have now won 20 or more games for the third consecutive year and are an astounding 67-4 over that span. With a healthy Adam Dugener expected back in the lineup for Friday’s big game, the Norse are confident of coming out on top.

NORSE CLINCH THIRD STRAIGHT WMC TITLE BEHIND DUGENER’S 37

The now ancient North Muskegon gym, that dates back nearly 70 years to December of 1957, has seen some great performances. One would have to go back to the Drew Naymick era to witness an individual performance that NM’s sensational senior guard Adam Dugener gave the Norse fans in their 73-56 victory over a very good Hart team. 
Despite missing a game and time off from school due to an illness during the week, Dugener put on a show for the ages as NM closes out the regular season with their third straight WMC Rivers championship and 53rd win in a row over WMC opponents. Ironically it was Hart, who are now 2-35 vs. the Norse since 2008, who handed NM their last defeat in the WMC. The Alma College commit, who saves his best when NM plays their toughest opponents, tallied 37 points, that included a buzzer beater for the ages that nearly brought the roof down from the packed house at NMHS. With time running down in the third quarter and NM leading 53-44, Dugener snared a rebound and drained a shot from 75 feet out that took the starch out of any hopes for a Pirate victory.
“You looked and they all just went (gesturing head and shoulders slumping)” said NM coach Chuck Rypstra of the Hart players following the contest.  Dugener made seven three-pointers enroute to his 37 points, many of them from NBA range.  For the season Adam has connected on an amazing 75 of 138 attempts for an insanely good 54%. 
NM defeated a Hart team that has dropped only three games all season, two of those to the Norsemen.  This might be the strongest Hart team since the heyday of 1943 that featured a pair of 6’6 stars, Stan Kapulak and Walter ‘Stretch’ Hansen. It took a 24-point third period for the Norsemen to put away Hart as the Pirates had enjoyed a 35-32 lead at halftime.
Dugener’s backcourt mate Braylen Burrel added 15 points, with nine of those tallies coming in the early part of the pivotal third quarter. Coach Rypstra also received strong performances from 6’5 sophomore center David Markiewicz who had a team high seven rebounds and four assists. All-State football star Bryce Colbert had seven points while 6’1 sophomore Teddy Lamiman continues his steady play coming off the bench to score five points and a like number of rebounds.
NM, due to a quirk in their schedule will have next week off before embarking on what they hope to be a long playoff run when the MHSAA tournament begins the week of Feb 23-28.

NORSE OPENS PLAYOFFS WITH BIG WIN OVER SHELBY
NM got off offensively to a slow start but that changed in a hurry in a 78-48 rout of Shelby in the district tournament played in Scottville. After scoring 16 first quarter points, the Norsemen began the second quarter with an 11-0 run and would score 55 points over the nest 16 minutes of action to force a running clock for the game’s final quarter.  NM scored a blazing 34 points in the third quarter even though Adam Dugner scored only three of those 34 markers.  But don’t be misled as it was Dugener who was the catalyst behind the big run. The senior phenom had what surely was a NM record in the quarter as he had nine of his game high 14 assists, just one off the unofficial school record.  If not for a running clock and subs playing nearly all the final quarter surely Dugener would have passed the reported record of 15. Dugener was content to take but one shot in the period (and naturally he made his only shot: a 3-ponter). Taking full advantage of Dugener’s pinpoint passing and unselfish play were his teammates Braylen Burrel and David Markiewicz.  Burrel had 15 of his game high 23 points in the quarter while Markiewicz had eight of his seasons high 16 points during that span.  Markiewicz was a perfect 8-8 from the field while his sophomore buddy Teddy Lamiman, who continues to get better every game had eight points. Despite taking only 10 shots, Dugener still tallied 17 points. The victory was the 22nd of the season against but one defeat, a close loss to the state’s number two ranked team in Division 2 Freeland. The Norsemen will return to Scottville Friday night to play a familiar playoff foe West Michigan Christian for the district title.  The two teams met early in the year, and the Warriors gave the Norse a challenge as they only lost 53-46. 

WEST MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN STUNS THE NORSE
North Muskegon’s season game to a crashing end as they were stunned by an old playoff nemesis to deny the Norsemen their sixths straight district championship. West Michigan Christian, who had one point in time had eliminated NM from the playoffs 12 consecutive times worked their magic once again to end the Norsemen’s season at 22-2 with a 49-43 upset win. The Warriors came into the game with confidence as they lost to NM by only seven points midway through the season.  WMC played patiently against the NM zone defense that created some easy baskets near the rim. Even more impressive was their switching man-to-man defense that denied Norse sharpshooters easy looks at the basket. NM was well below their season average of better than 40 percent on 3-pointers but much of the credit goes to the Warriors defense. After the first half ended with the score knotted up at 20-20, the Warriors scored early into the second half to take a 24-22 lead and never trailed the rest of the game.  WMC at one time enjoyed an eight-point lead over the Norsemen before NM made a modest rally. A Teddy Lamiman 3-pointer with four minutes left in the contest drew NM within two points of Christian but that would be the closest the frustrated Norsemen would come until the final buzzer. Leading the Norsemen in scoring was Adam Dugener with 19 points, the only Norsemen in double figures.



