                      Pewamo-Westphalia Holds off Norse                                          
The Norsemen again began the season against a perennial power in the Pewamo-Wesphalia Pirates. Rated as high as the number one team in the state by the Detroit Free Press the Norsemen were given little chance against the host Pirates.  A jittery start by the young Norsemen led to their downfall in the 17-9 defeat to P-W. Take the first 15 minutes out of the equation when the Norsemen spotted Pewamo a 17-0 lead, it was the Norsemen who dominated much of the contest.
NM took the opening kickoff and in, but four plays, had moved the ball into P-W territory and were looking to pick up but 2 yards to sustain a promising drive.  However, a bad snap from center forced NM to punt away the football that the host Pirates capitalized by kicking a long field goal.  Failing to stop the Pirates on several third and long plays led to Pewamo adding 10 more points on the board before NM could dent the scoreboard. NM marched deep into P-W territory with the big play for the Norse was an exciting 38-yard run by Cullen Bartos. NM had to settle for a 31-yard field goal from Drew Gabriel that saw P-W lead 17-3 at the halftime break.
The much-improved NM defense from last season’s WMC Rivers championship team kept the normal high-flying P-W offense out of the end zone for the entire second half. With 5:23 left in the fourth quarter NM cut P-W’s lead to 17-9 on a 25-yard TD pass from junior quarterback Teddy Lammiman to junior wide receiver Tyler Frees. A low snap from center deprived NM of the extra point but it was still a one score game with five minutes remaining in the game. Pewamo-Westphalia then ran out the clock aided by a costly NM offsides penalty on a 3rd and five play.
Veteran head coach Larry Witham can look back at the season opener by looking at several positives. Led by one of NM’s best players in more than 90 years of football in Cullen Bartos, the defense after giving up 56 to this same Pewamo team that ended their season in 2025, showed vast improvement during the off season.  Bartos was again a stalwart on defense with 14 solo tackles and had help from several of his teammates. 6’6 David Markiewicz, a star performer on NM’s basketball team, was stellar on defense in his first NM game in a football uniform while several other Norsemen more than held their own again the highly ranked Pirates. 
Next up for the Norsemen will be a trip many miles up North where they will host Iron Mountain at a neutral site in Petoskey. It was 45 years ago in their only other meeting with Iron Mountain that NM won their biggest win in program history as their 9-7 win sent the Norse to the state championship game at the Pontiac Silverdome.

Stats: NM vs Pewamo-Westphalia
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#2 Teddy Lammiman	 4              10	            	 44          1              25
#6 Cullen Bartos	 5               8                            31                          10  
Totals			 9               18                          75           1 

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
# 3 Tyler Frees             2                30              32             1   
#0  Gavin Quarry          1                10              10              
#6 Cullen Bartos           3                19              11	              
#11Drew Gabriel           3                16               8               
Totals     	              9                 75                              1               
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 0 Gavin Quarry              5               15             12	                               
# 6 Cullen Bartos              11             82             38
#2 Teddy Lammiman         4              -4             13  
Team                                   2             -29
Totals                                22             64                            

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
N/A

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Cullen Bartos           4                   109             40          27.3


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 3 Tyler Frees	    1					6	          			
#11 Drew Gabriel	       		     	   1		 3
                                    					                9

NM Defensive Stats vs Pewamo-Westphalia

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Gavin Quarry		2	2	1		            	        	         
#1 Beckett Hoppa		2					1    	                       	              #3 Tyler Frees			2		        2		         	                                   		           
#4 Carlton Williams    		4	4        	        1 
#5 Keefe Kersman	            4  	6	1		1                	       
#6 Cullen Bartos	     	14	1	           		             	                            
#8 David Markiewicz		5         2	3                                                 
#11 Drew Gabriel		5	2	1       1      1                                                  
#12 Reese Byrnes	            1	1        
#50 Johnny English		3	1           1
#54 Jace Thompson		1	1	 	
#67 Riley Jones		1	1   
#69 Eli Gomez			1	1
#72 Jackson Dye		3	1
#88 Tobin Jones		1	1                        					                  	



