PONTE VEDRA BASKETBALL GAME STORIES
PV vs St Joseph Academy
When one looks at the final score with Ponte Vedra winning by nearly 50 points in their 85-36 rout of St Joseph Academy who would guess that the Flashes led 22-20 --- in the second quarter! With first game jitters to start their season the Sharks regrouped and went on an incomparable 29-2 run to more than pull away to victory.
Sophomore guard Tyler Kroog scored a career high 25 points with 18 of those markers coming on made three pointers, just one off a program record for a single game.  Maddox Palmer was honored at the end of the first quarter with the game ball as the sixth player in PVHS history to top the 1000-point barrier for his career.  Following a 20-point effort against St. Joseph Academy Palmer now has 1124 career points, 228 of those points coming as a freshman at Beachside.
The 13 made three-pointers in the contest was just one away from a team record set back in 2017 against Bishop Kenny.  The Sharks will have little time to celebrate as they will return to the Shark Tank in less than 24 hours to host Jackson High, the top ranked team in Northeast Florida.
After a thorough review of PVHS basketball history dating back to 2008 the 48-point margin of victory was the most lopsided win in program history.

PV vs Jackson

In a battle between two heavyweights, it was Jackson who came out on top with a 66-62 victory over Ponte Vedra. The difference in the game was a 9-0 run to start the fourth quarter as the visiting Tigers extended a slim one-point lead heading into the final quarter into a 10-point advantage, just enough to hold off the charging Sharks.
It was a game that pitted a pair of teams rated at or near the top in pre-season rankings in Northeast Florida and both teams lived up to their billing. A key factor in the Jackson victory was their offensive rebounding as 6’8 Tiger center Donold Hackworth and his mates time and time again turned missed shots into put back layups.  This is an area that Ponte Vedra head coach Ben Wilson hopes to strengthen with the return of 6’6 Chase Cowan who is out with a foot injury.
The first early minutes of the contest belonged to the Sharks and 6’5 senior Maddox Palmer.  The Jacksonville U commit scored the game’s first 10 points before the sleeping Tigers woke up.  The Tigers than went on a run of their own to trailed by only one at the end of the first quarter at 15-14.  The game remained tight with the biggest lead before the start of the fourth quarter held by the Sharks at 37-31 early in the third period.
The Sharks got a career high 23 points from senior guard Ryan Speace while Palmer had a game high 25.  The duo scored 48 of the Sharks totals of 62 as the Sharks are now 1-1 to start the season.

				PV vs WOLFSON
The game was a miss match right from the start as winless Wolfson was routed by Ponte Vedra 76-45.  The Sharks wasted little time in making a statement that this was going to be their night as they raced out to an early 21-5 after but eight minutes of action. Maddox Palmer led the nine PV players who entered the scoring parade with 19 points, 15 coming in the first half before resting much of the second half as the Sharks will be back in action the following night against a strong Bishop Kenny team.
Sophomore Tyler Kroog netted 14 points with Ryan Speace also in double figures with 12. Jordan Montague scored his first points for the Sharks with 8 points while leading the winners with 8 boards. Point guard Noah Simmons set up his mates well as he had six assists.
				
					PV vs BISHOP KENNY

After holding a four-point lead entering the final quarter, the Sharks went stone cold in the game’s final minutes as they saw Bishop Kenny come from behind to nip the Sharks 57-53.
Ponte Vedra held a 32-22 lead early into the third quarter, but the Crusaders quickly made that lead disappear as they went on a 10-0 run before Maddox Palmer’s two pointer stopped the run.
A three pointer by Palmer gave the Sharks a 50-47 late in the final period lead before a lid was put over the basket. PVHS missed their final 10 shots from the field as BK outscored the visitors 10-3 down the stretch to earn their third win of the season against but one defeat.

It was pretty much a 2-man show for the Sharks as Maddox Palmer (23) and Tyler Kroog (20) accounted for all but 10 of their team’s points.
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