Norse Win WMC with 21-13 victory over Ravenna
The game was ballyhooed as the game of the week in the Muskegon area and the game lived up to its hype as the Norsemen won a come-from-behind 21-13 victory over Ravenna to clinch their fifth straight Rivers Division championship of the long time West Michigan Conference. The Norsemen have proved to be a second half team this season as they trailed opponents at halftime in three previous games only to battle back in the game’s final 24 minutes.      
The rivalry goes back 94 years when NM, with only 10th graders on their inaugural team, played and lost to the Bulldogs 26-6 in the only varsity contest played the entire 1932 season. And for those who are history buffs the only NM touchdown scored in that game, and the entire season, was scored by Joe Witham, the uncle of current NM coach Larry Witham. The hard-earned victory over the determined Bulldogs was the 73rd victory earned by Larry Witham, one more than the legendary Tom Sereczynski won in his productive tenure as the Norse coach.
It looked early into the contest that the Bulldogs were going to run away from the Norsemen as the visitors to Fred Jacks field were up 13-0 early into the second quarter.  The Bulldogs had to work hard for their points as the NM defense was on the field for nearly the entire first quarter. Offensively, the Norse only ran three plays furing the entire opening period of play. 
However, it was a different Norse team that came back onto the historic gridiron to begin the second half. Maybe Witham’s halftime pep talk was homogeneous to a speech once given by movie star Pat O’Brien, who played the role of Knute Rockne when he instilled in his troops that “We need to win one for the Gipper.” Incidentally, O’Brien was a frequent visitor to North Muskegon back in the 1950’s when he often visited the Boyden family.
The inspired Norse took the kickoff in the second half and began a much-needed scoring drive that ended following a nine-yard TD run by Cullen Bartos. The Norsemen did receive a little bit of that ‘Irish Luck’ late in the drive when the Norse saw Ravenna assessed a roughing the passer penalty on a long 4th and 12 play. It was on the next play following the penalty that saw Bartos reach the end zone.  Drew Gabriel’s first of three perfect PAT kicks from placement cut the Bulldog lead to 13-7. It was Gabriel’s big sack of the Bulldog quarterback later in the 3rd quarter that set up NM’s second TD when Teddy Lammiman connected with Beckett Hoppa on a slant pass over the middle. Hoppa then split a pair of defenders and sprinted 54 yards to paydirt with Gabriels PAT giving NM their first lead of the game at 14-13.
While the Norse defense was pitching a shutout in the second half, the Norse extended their lead to 21-13 with but 4:12 left in the contest on a determined Bartos 8-yard carry into the endzone. The Bulldogs threatened in the game’s final moments when they moved to the Norse 37 before stopped on four downs.  Bartos then iced the game with a clutch 46-yard punt that pushed Ravenna too far back in their own territory to erase any hopes of scoring.
Bartos again demonstrated why he is arguably the top player in the WMC with another great performance. The Norse workhorse rushed for 123 yards to surpass the 1000-yard mark for the season while piling up nine tackles from his defensive safety position. When Bartos received a well-deserved breather on offense Keefe Kersman showed that he is a more than just a capable replacement as he chipped in for 32 yards on the ground and posted 10 tackles on defense. The Norse defensive forward wall seems to get better every game as they stifled the Bulldog running game in the second half led by Jace Thompson’s eight tackles while David Markiewicz’s added seven stops. The defensive line, comprised mainly of Keir Sargeant, Seth Gunby, Johnny English and Markiewicz give Norse fans high hopes that rushing yards will not come easily as NM will end their regular season next Friday hosting Oakridge before heading into the playoffs once again.

Stats: NM vs Ravenna
PASSING

Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#2 Teddy Lammiman	 6              9          	 	86         1              54

Totals			 6               9                         86         1

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns Ext. Pt
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
 
#1 Beckett Hoppa       4                 80               54		1               
#11 Drew Gabriel	 1                  2                  2                
#3 Tyler Frees		 1                  4                  4
Totals     	             6                86                        	1	 
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest   TDs	 Fumbles   Lost
		           Carries         Yards
# 2 Teddy Lammiman	       4		-9        		       1	         0
# 5 Keefe Kersman            6               32	    13                        
# 6 Cullen Bartos             24              123          14            2

	        
		
Totals                                33             143                          2	                     

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   
			Attempts      Yards        Return   
#4 Carlton Williams	      1		11	      11
#6 Cullen Bartos	       2		32	      28 

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#6 Cullen Bartos           4    		 140	      46           35.0


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 1 Beckett Hoppa	    1					   6
#  6 Cullen Bartos	    2					 12
#11 Drew Gabriel			3			   3
                                    					                21

NM Defensive Stats vs Ravenna  (only stats listed from Local Sports Journal)

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H Sacks    Int FC  F Rec Punt BK
#0 Gavin Quarry
# 1 Beckett Hoopa		1						                         	       
#3 Tyler Frees			4	2	        		                                          1
#4 Carlton Williams    		5	2                   1				        	        
#5 Keefe Kersman	            6	4        1         1              	                  
#6 Cullen Bartos	        	5	4	      		             	                            
#8 David Markiewicz	         	5	2	             	       		  	
#11 Drew Gabriel		8	5	1		1
#50 Johnny English		3	2	1		     						            	        				
#54 Jace Thompson		8	6	
#67 Riley Jones					     1		                                          
#75 Keir Sargeant		5	2	1			
#77 Seth Gunby		3	3	
					                       					                  	



