          Colbert Hurls 5 TD passes as NM tops Newaygo 56-34
Playing for the first time in 16 years in a rivalry that dates to 1935, the Norsemen used the passing arm of Bryce Colbert to aid in their high scoring 56-34 win over Newaygo. The Lions didn’t play like a team that came into the contest seeking their first win of the season – not at all!
The Norse got off to an in auspice start when on the opening kick of the game the NM receiver thought Newaygo’s opening kickoff was going out of bounds, only to see the pigskin take a right turn and was recovered by Newaygo.  The stunned Norsemen then saw the visitors score on the next play to take a 7-0 lead.
NM quickly bounced back to tally on the first of Colbert’s TD passes with a 25-yard strike to Becca Hoopa. The two-point try to take the lead failed as the Lions led 7-6. It was clear as far back as the first game of the NM season that the Norsemen were no threat to have an unscored upon season as the Hall of Fame Norsemen accomplished more than 80 years ago. Once again it was a bend-but do not break defense whereby the Norsemen had to outscore their opponents and that was the case against the pesky Lions. 
Newaygo marched downfield to make the scoreboard at the northend of Fred Jack’s field show the Lions with a 14-6 lead.  NM would tie the game at 14-14 following a 30-yard TD pass from Colbert to Carlton Williams and a successful 2-yard PAT pass from Colbert to Cullen Bartos. Playing like a team that was not at all intimidated by the heavily favored Norsemen, Newaygo once again regained the lead only to see the Norsemen quickly answer with Colbert capping a long drive with a short 4-yard TD pass to Bartos.  Drew Gabriel booted the extra point through the goalposts to give NM a slim 21-20 lead at halftime.
The NM defense forced a rare three and out to open the second half that NM turned into seven points on a 19-yard pass from Colbert to Gabriel.  Oliver Fricke than forced a Newaygo fumble at the Newaygo 15-yard line.  On the first play Colbert found basketball star Braylen Burrell open in the end one and it appeared that Norse were going to break the game wide open as they led 35-20.  The Lions, however, refused to fold and scored with just over three minutes left in the third quarter, but missed on the extra point as the Norse had a 2-score lead at 35-26.  
It was on the next possession when one play may have played a pivotal role in this contest.  With the Norse facing a fourth and long and Colbert back to punt, the snap from center sailed well over Colbert’s head.  Colbert scurried back to retrieve the ball near his own end zone.  With no chance to punt the ball Colbert spotted Bartos open a short distance away and then Cullen Bartos did what Bartos does best---make a big play. The all-state candidate turned what appeared to be disaster into a 37-yard first down. On the first play of the final quarter Hunter Wilder raced 19 yards for a Norse TD to pull ahead 42-26.  Newaygo kept up their intense play by scoring once again and a successful 2-pointer made it a one score game at 42-34.
The Norse finally gave themselves some breathing room aided by a nice kickoff return by Wilder and a long Wilder 37-yard dash that set up a short 3-yard TD run by Bartos.  Bartos then took a direct snap from center and hit Bryce Colbert in stride with a perfect pass that went for 48 yards and the game’s final score in the 56-34 shootout.
Colbert’s five TD passes were just one shy of a 55-year-old record that was set by Rick Jones in a 1970 rout of Scottville. 

                                             
NM-NEWAYGO STATS
Stats: NM vs Newaygo
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#3 Bryce Colbert	11              19		            233        5               43
Totals			12               20                         281          6                

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
			Catches     Yards       Catch
# 1 Braylen Burrell        1               15              15              1
#2 Beckett Hoppa         3               87              43              1
#3 Bryce Colbert	   1                48              48             1             
#6 Cullen Bartos           4                68             37	         1  +PAT
#7 Carlton Williams       1                30             30               1
#11Drew Gabriel	   2                33             19               1
Totals     	              12              281                              6               
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 3 Bryce Colbert              7             14              11	        
# 5 Hunter Wilder	     10             96              37	        2               
# 6 Cullen Bartos             12             69              11           
Totals                               29             179                           2     

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
N/A

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#3 Bruce Colbert           1                   24             24           44


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
# 1 Bralen Burrrell	    1                                                     6		
# 2 Beckett Hoppa         1					6
# 3 Bryce Colbert	    1                                                     6	          			
#5 Hunter Wilder            1					6
# 6 Cullen Bartos	    2		2			14
# 7 Carlton Williams	    1				              6
#8 Andrew Proksa			1	                          1
#11 Drew Gabriel	    1   		 5     			10
                                    					               56

NM Defensive Stats vs. Newaygo

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Jourdon Ealom-Yff		6	5   	        1	         
#2 Beckett Hoppa		3    	1                  1                          1 
# 4 Spencer Williams		3		         			         
#5 Hunter Wilder		3          2					           
#6 Cullen Bartos    		10	4      	                 		       
#7 Carlton Williams     	5	1	         1			              1	                            
#11 Drew Gabriel		6          2        1                                     1
#14 Blake Martin		6	2                   1
#20 Keefe Kersman		4	1      
#52 Oliver Fricke		1	1         1                                         1             
#54 Jace Thompson		2	2				                             	
#65 Brennen Slayton	            7	1         1
#71 PJ Wymer			1
#72 Jackson Dye		1	1			                          1	
#79 Kael Gunby 		2	1	


