                      NM Open Playoff with Win over Saranac
North Muskegon roared into the second round of the MHSAA playoffs with a resounding 48-6 conquest of Saranac in the first ever meeting between the two schools. Only a third quarter touchdown by the visitors from Mid-Michigan prevented the Norsemen from posting their first shutout of the campaign.
Bryce Colbert threw five touchdown passes to three different receivers and 254 total yards to pace the Norse offense while several players on defense help post their finest defensive performance of the season. Despite ideal conditions at Fred Jacks field the Redhawks were nearly shutout in the passing game as they completed but three passes for but five total yards. When Saranac tried to throw deep it was usually Carlton Williams who was there to knock a pass down.
Hunter Wilder made the most of his opportunities as he ran for 98 yards in a modest five carries. The Senior running back jump started the Norse offense late in the first quarter when he raced 70 yards for the first of his two rushing touchdowns.  He later added a 10-yard tally and was on the receiving end of a 40-yard TD strike from Colbert.  Two other long touchdown runs by Wilder were denied due to a Norse penalty that negated a 66-yard pass play from Colbert and a long run to begin the fourth quarter was also whistled back.
The Redhawks who came into the contest with a 7-2 record hung around for much of the first half before the Norsemen scored three touchdowns in the last five minutes of the second quarter to take a comfortable 28-0 lead at halftime. Two of those touchdowns came on pass plays from Colbert to Becca Hoppa, the first from 13-yards out while the second was a 43-yard strike with just 0:34 left in the half. For Hoppa, it was the ninth straight game in which he caught a TD pass. Sandwiched between the two Hoppa scores was a Wilder 10-yard dash.
Receiving to start the second half the Norse wasted little time in extending their lead. Hoppa returned the kickoff 50-yard and on the next play Colbert connected with Wilder with only 18 seconds played in the third quarter.  Drew Gabriel’s only missed extra point in seven attempts prevented a running clock with the scoreboard showing the Norsemen on top 34-0.
The visiting Redhawks did not throw in the towel as Saranac marched down field to score their lone touchdown with the big play being a 26-yard run by Sophomore Gabe Webb when he somehow escaped from a horde of would-be Norse tacklers to set up his one-yard run.
The Norse then made short work in their quest to force a running clock on their next series of downs when a Colbert aerial to Cullen Bartos found paydirt from 15-yards out. The fifth TD pass thrown by Colbert was good for 39 yards to Bartos that completed the Norse scoring.

                                             
NM-SARANAC STATS
Stats: NM vs Newaygo
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#3 Bryce Colbert	14               20		            254        5               43
Totals			 

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
 			Catches     Yards       Catch
# 1 Braylen Burrell        3               29              11              
#2 Beckett Hoppa        3                68              43                2
#6 Cullen Bartos           5                97              39	           2      
#5 HunterWilder            3                60              40               1
#
Totals     	              145              254                              5                
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 3 Bryce Colbert              3              23              15	        
# 5 Hunter Wilder	       5              98              70           2	                       
# 6 Cullen Bartos              5               53              38 
# 17 Gavi Quarry               3                8                 4   
#20 Keefe Kersman           3               13              10  
Totals                                19              195                          2    

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
N/A

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#3 Bruce Colbert           2                   96             54           48


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points
		
# 2 Beckett Hoppa         2					12
#5 HunterWilder              3                                                    18
# 5 Drew Bartos	    2                                                     12	          			
#11 Drew Gabriel	       		 6     			  6
                                    					               48

NM Defensive Stats vs Saranac

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Jourdon Ealom-Yff		4	1	         1   	        	         
#2 Beckett Hoppa		3    	1                       
#4  Spencer Williams		1                      	               		         
#5 Hunter Wilder		4          3        1	                                          			           
#6 Cullen Bartos    		8	4                                                            1	                 	       
#7 Carlton Williams     	6	2	         3  
#9 Gunnar Schmitt			2		             	                            
#11 Drew Gabriel		11        1        1  
#12 Reese Byrnes              	1                                           
#14 Blake Martin		3	1        1                                          1
#17 Gavin Quarry	                       2
#20 Keefe Kersman		5	4                          1                                          1
#52 Oliver Fricke		3	 
#54 Jace Thompson		2	3
#55 Clint Villapando		6	1                           1					                     	
#65 Brennen Slayton		1           1
#69 Eli Gomez				1
#72 Jackson Dye			1					
#79 Kael Gunby 		1	2	


