Merritt Island Rallies to defeat Sharks
Merritt Island saw Ponte Vedra score the games first 20 points before the Mustangs dominated the rest of the contest in defeating the Sharks 45-37. The first three PV scores came in the games first 15 minutes before the visitors from South Florida found their rhythm and displayed their explosive offense.
The Sharks scored their first three touchdown all on TD passes thrown by junior quarterback Carter Sole. The first Sole TD strike was a swing pass to running back Alex Winkles from 17 yards out.  The second came on a 3rd and nine play when Sole delivered a perfect strike that Trent Player caught in mid stride that was good for a 38-yard touchdown. Early in the second quarter, after a nearly one-hour delay due to lightening in the area, Sole connected with Cade Turner for seven yards before the game’s momentum swung over to the Mustangs.
The first Merritt Island touchdown game on a play that was especially painful to the Sharks. Facing a fourth and 17 play at the PV 29-yard line, the Mustangs veteran senior quarterback Kevin Verpaele scrambled away from a hard charging PV defense and bought enough time to find a wide open DeShaun Thomas all alone in the end zone. Merritt Island tighten the gap to 20-14 four minutes later on a seven-yard pass from Verpaele to Elijah Mitchell.
After yielding nearly 100 rushing yards to the Sharks in the first half Merritt Island virtually shut down the Shark rushing game forcing numerous three and outs. After settling for a 47-yard field goal by Liam Miller that just cleared the cross bar by inches, Merritt Island took their first lead of the game on the first play of the final quarter.  The Mustangs exploded for 28 fourth quarter points before the Sharks behind the passing of Sole scored 14 fourth quarter points on a pair of late Sole TD strikes, both to junior wide received Trent Player whose three TD receptions equaled a program single game record shared with many. The first of the pair of TD tosses made it a one score game at 38-30 only to see Zaylan Chapple on the next play from scrimmage out race the Ponte Vedra defenders on a 90-yard TD gallop. 
Sole’s five touchdown passes also equaled a game record that he will now share with Nick Tronti, Ben Burk and Drew Price as for the first time since 2009 the Sharks drop their first three games of the season, all to top notch football teams.

PV Games Stats
OFFENSE:

PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes
# 9 Carter Sole	29	      55		   1       306       5		38
		 	        			   
Totals			29              55                 1       306        5		             

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns    Extra Pt
			Catches     Yards       Catch	       
#5 Trent Player 	   10              166            37	        3	       			
#7 Cade Turner	   5	         66	   38	        1  
#8 Trey Smith		   1                 2 	    2
#9 Carter Sole                1                 -8              -8
#16 Sam Cote		   1                  6               6
#81 Cam Maddox	   4	          44	   17		
#34 Alex Winkles	   7	          30              7              1        
Totals          	              29               306                             5           

RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

#9 Carter Sole                  4                15               19
#34 Alex Winkles	    22                90              29
            
Totals                              26               105                                            


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals     Longest Points				          
#7 Cade Turner	   1			 	                             12
#6 Noah Ash		   		4                   1			       7
#5 Trent Player	   3						       18	
#34 Alex Winkles	   1		     
Totals                             5                    4                 1		                   37
PUNTING:		 No                  Total Yards	Longest       AVG.    
#6 Noah Ash		 4		152		51	         38.0	
DEFENSE:
PONTE VEDRA DEFENSIVE STATS vs. Merritt Island

PLAYER	                  Solo T   Ast T     TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec PBK
#3 Carter Otteson		5	2	1		                    1        1
#13 Ryan Kegley		3	5											
#20 Trey Butz			5	2	   	1        
#21 Eamon Rocha		5	3		3			              		
#22 Chase Tilly		2			1	
#25 Keegan Bendixon		10			
#28 Ronan Sewchuck		3	1				   1
#34 Alex Winkles		1							         	                       
#35 Mike Akers	            3	2			                  	     	                                                    
#41 Caden Kartmark       	2	1					           
#44 Amere Tambi	     	3
#54 Luke Johnson			2												
#55 Reece Kenning		2	2	
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