NM tops Ravenna 36–29    
The Norsemen removed all doubt as to who the top team in the River Division of the West Michigan Conference is in 2025 as the NM 36-29 victory over Ravenna is is completed a sweep of all their opponents in the recently formed division.  
The Norse used the heroics of two-way standout Cullen Bartos as the junior standout scored the winning touchdown in the fourth quarter on an electrifying 96-yard kickoff return just moments after the Bulldogs had tied the game at 29 all. It was the second time this season that a Bartos long scamper had etched his name in the NM record book. Just weeks after his 99-yard TD run from scrimmage in a win over Mason County Central put Bartos as the all-time leader in that department, his long kickoff return was the third longest return in Norse history.
Veteran Norse head coach Larry Witham received a great game from senior running back Hunter Wilder who ran with reckless abandon in the win. Most of Wilder’s 89 rushing yards came at pivotal times in the hard-fought contest. However, his first big play in the game came in the opening quarter when he received a perfect pass on a wheel route from Bryce Colbert on a 4th and 14 yards to go play that was good for 20 yards and a Norse touchdown.  A Colbert pass for two points to Drew Gabriel tied the game at 8-8 after the Bulldogs scored an earlier TD.
NM than took the lead at 15-8 when Wilder ran through several Bulldog tacklers as he raced 30 yards for the second Norse score. Ravenna than used a crushing ground attack to knot the score at 15 all. A perfect Colbert aerial where he hit Becca Hoppa in perfect stride gave the lead back to the visitors at 22-15.  It looked like the Norse were going to take that lead into the halftime break, but the Bulldogs scored with no time on the clock to even the score at the half.
Wilder than ran wild as his 13-yard TD run capped a 75-yard drive to begin the second half as NM retook the lead at 29-22. With 8:32 left in the game Ravenna again deadlocked the contest at 29-29 to set up Bartos game wining kickoff return.  
Colbert had an efficient passing game by completing 11 of his 14 passes good for 186 yards and two TDs.  After being overwhelmed the previous week by a powerful Montague running attack, the Norse defense, although giving up 29 points, was much improved from the previous week.
Drew Gabriel was in on 14 tackles for the Norse while Bartos added 11, including forcing a Ravenna fumble on a Bulldog drive that was recovered by Carlton Williams.  
                                               
NM-RAVENNA STATS
Stats: NM vs Ravenna
PASSING
Player			Comp       Pass            INT   Total       TD          Longest
			Passes     Attempts	          Yards    Passes

#3 Bryce Colbert	11              14		            186        2               35

Totals			24              45              1         186        1                

RECEIVING
Player			Total           Total       Longest   Touchdowns
			Catches     Yards       Catch

#2 Beckett Hoppa         2               51              45              1
#5 Hunter Wilder           2               42              22	         1             
#6 Cullen Bartos           3                35             20 
#20 Keefe Kersman     1                 6              6
#11Drew Gabriel	   3                52            24             PAT
Totals     	              24             186                            2               
RUSHING
Player			Total            Total        Longest    Touchdowns
		           Carries         Yards

# 3 Bryce Colbert            5               16              10	        
# 5 Hunter Wilder	     9               89              30	        2  
#20 Keefe Kersman         3               22              16              
# 6 Cullen Bartos             5               55              15           
Totals                              22              172                           2     

Kickoff Return
Player                           Return        Total         Longest   Fair
			Attempts      Yards        Return    Catch
Cullen Bartos	               1		96 (TD)      96

PUNTS
Player			Total	          Total         Longest   AVG
			Punts             Yards 
#3 Bruce Colbert           1                   43             43           43


SCORING		
		             TDS             Ex Pts    Field Goals    Points		
# 2 Beckett Hoppa         1					6	          			
#5 Hunter Wilder            3					18
# 6 Cullen Bartos	    1					6
#11 Drew Gabriel	    		 6     			6


NM Defensive Stats vs. Ravenna

PLAYER	                  Tackles   Ast T TFL     PD    H  Sacks    Int  FC  F Rec

#0 Jourdon Ealom-Yff		6	2   		         
#2 Beckett Hoppa		3    	3 
# 4 Spencer Williams			1	         			         
#5 Hunter Wilder		2					           
#6 Cullen Bartos    		10	1      	                 		       1
#7 Carlton Williams     	1	2	         3			              1	                            
#11 Drew Gabriel		11        3                 
#14 Blake Martin		7	2
#20 Keefe Kersman		5	3        
#52 Oliver Fricke		5	3                              
#54 Jace Thompson		2	1			
#55 Clint Villapando		2	1	                             	
#65 Brennen Slayton	            	2
#72 Jackson Dye		3	2				
#79 Kael Gunby 		2	2	1


