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PUBLIC LAW NO. 243
(Public Law No. 243, 75th Congress
Chapter 564, First Session S. 774)
To Incorporate the Marine Corps League
Be enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled:
Section 1. That Major General John A. Lejeune, United States Marine Corps. Retired.
Honorary National Commandant, Maurice A. Inch, National Commandant, Roy S. Taylor,
Senior National Vice Commandant; Kenneth B. Collings, Junior National Vice Commandant;
Edward A. Walker, National Sergeant at Arms; John B. ICinckley, Jr., National Adjutant and
Paymaster; John E. Brock, National Chief of Staff are hereby created a body corporate of the
name "Marine Corps League."
Section 2. That the purposes of this corporation shall be:
to preserve the traditions and to promote the interests of the United States Marine
Corps;
to band those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those
who have been honorable discharged from the service together in fellowship that
they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy;
to fit its members for the duties of citizenship and to encourage them to serve as
ably as citizens as they have served the Nation under arms;
to hold sacred the history and memory of the men and women who have given their
lives to the Nation;
to foster love for the principles which they have supported by blood and valor since
the founding of the Republic;
to maintain true allegiance to American institutions;
to create a bond of comradeship between those in service and those who have
returned to civilian life;
to aid voluntarily and to render assistance to all Marines and former Marines as
well as to their widows and orphans;
to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to
observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines.

Section 3. That the corporation
shall have perpetual successions;
may charge and collect membership dues and receive contributions of money or
property to be devoted to carrying out the purposes of the organization;
may sue and may be sued;
may adopt a corporate seal and alter it an pleasure;
may adopt a and alter bylaws not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of
the United States or of any state and the National Bylaws and Administrative
Procedures;
may establish and maintain officers for the conduct of its business;
appoint or elect officers and agents;
may choose a board of trustees, consisting of not more than fifteen persons or
less than five persons, to conduct the business and exercise the powers of the
corporation;
may acquire, by purchase, devise, bequest, gift, or otherwise, and hold,
encumber, convey, or dispose of such real and personal property as may be
necessary or appropriate for its corporate purposes; and
generally may do any and all lawful acts necessary appropriate to carry out the
purposes for which the corporation is created;
Section 4. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act at any time is hereby expressly
reserved.
Approved: August 4, 1937.
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PREAMBLE
IN THE NAME OF THE BENEFICENT GOD OF ALL, WE WHO HAVE
HONORABLY SERVED OR ARE NOW HONORABLY SERVING OUR
COUNTRY IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, FOR THE COMMON
GOOD OF THIS NATION AND ALL THE NATIONS AND PEOPLE OF OUR
WORLD, AND IN ORDER THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND
FREEDOM OF EVERY PERSON MAY BE PRESERVED, TO FOSTER
INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, TO
PROTECT AND ADVANCE THE WELFARE OF THE WOUNDED AND
DISABLED MARINES AND THEIR DEPENDENTS, AND FOR THE FURTHER
PURPOSES SET FORTH HEREINAFTER, DO SOLE1VIBLY AND FIRMLY
ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER IN A NONPROFIT CORPORATION
KNOWN AS THE "DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO, MARINE CORPS
LEAGUE" AND ORDER AND ESTABLISH THESE BYLAWS.

ARTICLE I - GENERAL
SECTION 100 - ORGANIZATION. The constituent bodies of this Association shall be:
A state organization to be known as the Department Convention.
A state organization to be known as the Department Board of Trustees.
A state organization to be know as the Department Staff,
Subordinate local organizations located within the state of New Mexico to
be known as Detachments, and
Such subsidiary organizations as the Department Convention may create,
establish or recognize. To never be in contradiction of National Bylaws.
SECTION 105— POLICY.
The supreme power of the Department of New Mexico shall be vested
always in its membership functioning through delegates of the Department
Conventions; executive and administrative powers only will be delegated
to the Board of Trustees or to individual members of the Department of
New Mexico.
The Department of New Mexico shall never take part in any labor or
management dispute or issues, and it shall ever be nonsectarian,
nonpartisan; it shall never be biased on the grounds of race, color, creed,
nationality or gender; nor shall it be used as a medium of political
ambition or preferment; nor shall former or present military rank or former
of present civilian position be used as the basis for special consideration or
preferment.
Nothing in the preceding section shall prohibit the Department of New
Mexico or any subdivision thereof from participating in political issues
affecting the welfare of the United States Marine Corps, the national
security of our nation, or any veteran's claims for justice arising from
service in the Armed Forces of the United States of America.
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ARTICLE II— DEPARTMENT CONVENTION
SECTION 200 — AUTHORITY. The supreme legislative and policy-making power of the
Department of New Mexico shall be vested in a Department Convention composed of the
properly elected, registered and approved delegates in good standing.
SECTION 205 — MEETINGS. The Department Convention shall be convened once each
calendar year during the period I March through 1 May, unless prevented by national emergency
or unpreventable cause. Additional meetings may be called at the discretion of the Department
Commandant. (06/21/2014)
SECTION 210 — TIME AND PLACE:
The time and place of each Department Convention will be decided by the
delegates present and voting at a Department Convention one (1) or two
(2) years in advance, (with the exception of 2015 convention which will
be held in April 2015). (06/21/2014)
In the event a Detachment, which has committed itself to host a
convention, decides between conventions not to host the ensuing
convention, the Department Board of Trustees shall automatically assume
the executive duty of selecting and alternate location, without requirement
of the above referenced vote.
Each Detachment will be provided written notification of date and location
of each pending convention at least sixty (60) days prior to the opening
date of the convention. Such notification to include necessary forms for
the Detachment's certification of authorized delegates and alternates to
such convention.
SECTION 215— PROCEDURE. Immediately preceding the convening of each Department
Convention, the Department Commandant and Department Board of Trustees will determine and
establish the sequence and procedure with which the business of the convention shall be
conducted in conformity with these bylaws.
SECTION 220- RULES OF ORDER. These bylaws and the latest edition of Robert's Revised
Rules of Order will govern the procedure and conduct of each Department Convention.
SECTION 225 — CREDENTIALS, DELEGATES, ALTERNATES, MEMBERS.
a.

Delegates, alternates, and members desiring to attend business sessions of
a Department Convention, must possess a paid-up membership card, plus
properly executed and signed credentials and must be registered with and
approved by the Convention Credentials Committee.
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Delegates and alternates to the Department Convention will be determined on the
basis of Detachment membership strength reported to and on record at
Department Headquarters on 1 February preceding each Department Convention.
The allowable representation will be one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate for
each block of ten (10) members or portion there of. (06/21/2014)
The Department will establish a Delegate Fee, which is separate from the
Convention Registration Fee, not to exceed $15.00 for each certified delegate.
The amount of this fee will be established at the Department Convention, by a
majority vote. Payment of this fee is the responsibility of each Detachment. A
delegate may reimburse the Detachment for the fee, but this is not required. This
fee must accompany the "Certificate of Delegates" form provided to the
Detachments by the Department Paymaster at the semiannual meeting. The form
and fees will be sent to the Department Paymaster 15 days prior to the
convention. The total amount of this fee collected is the property of the
Department. (06/21/2014)
SECTION 230 — REGISTRATION.
All approved certified delegates, alternates and members will receive from the
Convention Registration Committee a convention program and such activity's
admission tickets upon payment of the amount indicated on the convention ticket.
b.

In the process of registration, should a member's credentials as a Detachment
Delegate or Alternate be challenged by the Credentials Committee, the member's
Detachment Commandant or the duly appointed representative, may authenticate
the credentials of the member in question, providing that such action does not
authorize more delegates and alternates that the Detachment is allowed under the
provisions of these bylaws.

SECTION 231 — FUNDING.
The Hosting Detachment and Convention funds will not be co-mingled. The
Hosting Detachment shall establish a Convention Registration Fee to be paid
by all Detachment members, including Delegates and Alternates, but not guest, to
help defray the cost of the Convention. This fee will not exceed $15.00.
(06/21/2014)
The Hosting Detachment shall submit a detailed report in writing to the
Department Commandant and all Detachment Commandants within 30 days after
the convention closes. The Hosting Detachment shall keep detailed records of all
income and expenses, including receipts and invoices. (06/21/2014)
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Convention income is, but not limited to the following:
Convention Registration Fees (Separate from Convention Delegate Fees).
All sales of ads for the Convention Booklets.
Amounts collected for meals and other events (i e tours).
Convention expenses are, but not limited to the following:
Cost of Convention Booklet
Cost of meals and other events (i.e. tours).
If the Hosting Detachment has their ship stores items available for sales, this is
NOT part of the income or expense for the Department Convention.
f.

The income minus expenses will equal the net profit, which shall be split eighty
percent (80%) to the Hosting Detachment and twenty percent (20%) to the
Department. When there is a Division Conference being held the Division shall
receive five percent (5%) and the Host Detachment shall receive seventy-five
percent (75%). (06/21/2014)

SECTION 235 — VOTING.
Each delegate present and on the floor complying with section 225a. and 225b. is
entitle to vote.
A roll call vote of all Detachments is required and must be recorded.
In the event of a challenge of the stated vote of any Detachment by a registered
and approved delegate from that Detachment, the poll of delegates of that
Detachment shall be called and the called Detachment delegate shall rise and be
identified as an approved delegate before voting.
SECTION 240 — NOMINATIONS. All nominations for elective Department officers shall be
made from the floor before the noon recess (time permitting) of the day upon which elections are
to be held. Nominees must be Department of New Mexico members in good standing. Upon
being nominated, each member must rise and state that if elected, will accept the office and serve
loyally and faithfiilly during the term to which elected.
SECTION 245 — ELECTIONS.
Elected officer shall be Department Commandant, Senior Vice Commandant,
Junior Vice Commandant and Judge Advocate.
The election of Department Officers shall be the last order of business of the
Department Convention. The election of officers shall be by roll call vote
properly recorded.
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Before voting begins, the Department Commandant shall select two (2) Board of
Trustees members and two (2) Detachment Commandants to act as election
supervisors and correctly tally the votes cast. Two (2) shall act as tellers and two
as judges.
The Chair, having called for "election of officers" and having selected the
Election Supervisors shall not permit any matter NOT related to this order of
business to interfere; nor shall any delegate be permitted to enter or leave the
convention hall without permission of the Chair until election is concluded.
SECTION 250— INSTALLATION. The installation of Department Officers-Elect shall be
conducted with formal ceremony at the banquet closing the Department Convention. The
installing officer (The National Commandant or any Past National or Department Commandant)
shall select necessary aides.
SECTION 255 —
TERM OF OFFICE. All Department Officers shall hold an elected office of one (1)
year and may succeed themselves in that office once, if re-elected by the delegates. Appointed
Department Officers are excluded from term limitations.
ANY OFFICER. Whether elected or appointed, shall be replaced for the following
reason. He/She is absent for two (2) consecutive meetings, without being excused by the
Commandant. (Rational: We only have four (4) meetings a year, and to be absent half or more
of these meetings is unacceptable.)
SECTION 260 — QUORUM. The minimum number required to transact the regular and legal
business of a Department Convention shall be registered and approved delegates from a majority
of all Detachments in good standing.
SECTION 265 — RIGHT TO SPEAK. All registered and approved delegates shall have the
right to speak on the Department Convention floor on any matter or question before the
convention. All registered Department Officers, Past Department Commandants, Detachment
Commandants and members may be granted the floor by the Chair as and when appropriate.
SECTION 270 — CONVENTION COMMITTEES.
The Department Convention committees shall be: Credentials, Bylaws, Rules, Time
and Place, and Audit.
So far as is possible or appropriate, the Commandant will appoint one (1) member as
the Department Convention Director arid may appoint one (1) member of each
Detachment to serve in the Department Convention Committee.
5

c. At the first Convention Committee meeting, the Convention Director will appoint his
committee secretary and will coordinate with the Department Commandant on the
selection of Chairman for Credentials, Bylaws, Rules, Time and Place and Audit
committees.
SECTION 275 — DUTIES OF CONVENTION COMMITTEES.
The Credentials Committee shall:
Examine the credentials of each delegate and alternate delegate
Determine that each member registering possesses a current
membership card
Compile a list of all approved delegates and alternates and the
approved delegate voting strength of each Detachment in good
standing. These lists shall be presented as a part of the Committee's
final report to the Department Convention
Disapprove the credentials of delegates, alternates or members of
Detachments NOT in good standing at the time of the Department
Convention.
The Bylaws Committee shall receive and consider all proposed changes to the
Department Bylaws properly submitted in accordance with the requirements of these
bylaws, sixty (60) days prior to a convention. The Committee, by a majority vote,
shall either approve or disapprove all properly registered bylaws considered by the
Committee. The committee chairman will report the committee's decisions upon
such changes to the Department Convention for it's consideration and action.
The Rules Committee shall study the rules of the convention employed at prior
conventions and determine the need for any additional rules of revisions thereof, for
recommendation to the convention for application during subsequent conventions.
The Time and Place Committee shall recommend to the Department a time, place
and host detachment for the ensuing Department Convention. It shall consider all
bids from detachments desiring to be considered; such bids to be accepted from the
floor and forwarded without comment by the Chair during the morning session of
the Department Convention. The Committee shall report it's recommendation as the
last order of new business prior to the election of Officers.
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e. The Audit Committee shall review all operating data of the Department financial
records annually. The reporting period covers the dates of an administration, from
the date of election to the next. At the first staff meeting, the Audit Committee shall
present a full and detailed written report covering all financial transactions of the
immediate past administration and shall include a check from the convention profits,
payable to the Department of New Mexico.
ARTICLE III
DEPARTMENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SECTION 300— COMPOSITION. The Department Board of Trustees shall be composed of
the Department Commandant, Department Senior Vice Commandant, Department Junior Vice
Commandant, Department Judge Advocate and Department Junior Past Commandant.
SECTION 305— POWERS. Complying with the provisions of the Congressional Charter, The
National Bylaws, these bylaws and the directives and mandates of the Department Convention,
the powers and authority of the Department Board of Trustees between conventions shall be:
to recommend that a charter be granted to a Detachment
to suspend or revoke, for cause, a charter of a Detachment
to suspend or remove from office, for cause, any Department or Detachment
Officer.
to suspend or expel, for cause, any member of the Department.
e.

to exercise such other powers and do such other things as are compatible with
these bylaws and the National Bylaws in the best interest of the Department of
New Mexico and to exercise executive power between conventions.

SECTION 310— DUTIES OF BOARD MEMBERS. In addition to the specific duties of the
individual Board member as hereinafter stated, it shall be the duty of each member of the Board
to acquire a working knowledge of these bylaws. The specific duties of members of the
Department Board of Trustees shall be as follows:
a. Department Commandant
(1) It shall be the duty of the Department Commandant to preside at all Department
Conventions, Board of Trustees meetings and staff meetings; to observe and enforce the
observation of the Congressional Charter and the bylaws of the Marine Corps League, as
well as those of the Department of New Mexico and its constituent units; to make and
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promulgate all orders and regulations and appoint such committees as are necessary for
the proper administration of the affairs of the Department of New Mexico; to ask advice
and counsel of the Department Board of Trustees; to call such meetings of the
Department Board of Trustees as may be necessary or on request of a majority of the
members of the Department Board of Trustees; to present the charter of newly
established detachments; to have custody of all funds and property of the Department of
New Mexico subject to the supervision of the Board of Trustees; with the advice and
consent of the Department Board of Trustees, to appoint the Department Adjutant,
Paymaster, Chaplain, Sergeant-at-Arms, Americanism Chairperson, Public Relations
Officer, Protocol Officer, Legislative Officer, Scholarship Chairman, Veterans' Service
Officer, VAVS Chairman, Audit Committee, Convention Director and other officers as
may be deemed necessary.
Subject to the approval by majority vote the Board of Trustees, the Department
Commandant shall establish a Department Financial Budget for the ensuing year and
must present it at the first staff meeting.
The Department Commandant shall appoint one (1) member of the Military Order of
the Devil Dogs (to be recommended by the Pack Leader) to attend staff meetings to
gather information to report back to the Order and shall furnish such member with a copy
of the quarterly Marine Corps League membership listing.
b. Department Senior Vice Commandant. It shall be the duty of the Department Senior
Vice Commandant to in the event of an absence or vacancy in the office of the
Department Commandant, assume the duties thereof; to create and promulgate such
membership incentives and programs as will enhance enthusiastic response resulting in
continuous membership growth (Membership Chairman), maintaining a strong liaison
with the Department Adjutant, who will assist in providing information on arrear
members, new members and prospective members; to coordinate efforts in the
establishment of new Detachments; and to perform such other duties as may be assigned
by the Department Commandant.
Department Junior Vice Commandant. It shall be the duty of the Department Junior
Vice Commandant to, in the event of a vacancy in the office of the Department Senior
Vice Commandant, assume the duties thereof; to initiate and implement fund raising
activities for the Department (Fundraising Chairman); to be the Entertainment Committee
Chairman and to perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Department
Commandant.
Department Judge Advocate. It shall be the duty of the Department Judge Advocate to
act as legal counsel of the Department and to advise all Department and Detachment
officers concerning the laws of the Marine Corps League; to render opinions on all
questions of law that may arise when requested to do so; and if requested, reduce his
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opinions to writing and file a copy thereof with the Department Adjutant; and to advise
all members and officers of the proper conduct of the Department Convention.
SECTION 315 - MEETINGS. Meetings shall be held at the call of the Department
Commandant or a majority of the members of the Board.
SECTION 320 - VOTING. Each Board member shall have one (1) vote. There shall be no
proxy voting. Members shall abstain from voting on matters pertaining in their specific office or
direct area of responsibility.
SECTION 325- QUORUM. The presence of a majority of Board members shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.
ARTICLE IV
DEPARTMENT STAFF
SECTION 400 - COMPOSITION. The Department Staff shall be composed of the
Department Board of Trustees, Detachment Commandants or their designated representatives
and all appointed Department Staff Officers and Committee Chairmen.
SECTION 405 - POWERS. With the exception of the Board of Trustees, the power and
authority of the Department Staff shall be advisory only.
SECTION 410 - DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT STAFF OFFICERS. It shall be the duty of
each Department Staff Officer to acquire a working knowledge of these bylaws in addition to
those duties as hereinafter defined:
a.
Department Adjutant: It shall be the duty of the Department Adjutant to take
the minutes of all Department Conventions, Department Board of Trustees meetings, Department
Staff meetings; to coordinate with the Department Senior Vice Commandant for membership
information; and to perform other duties as are usually assigned to recording secretaries.
Ii
Department Paymaster: It shall be the duty of the Department Paymaster to
keep proper and necessary books for the recording of all financial business of the Department of
New Mexico, Marine Corps League; to hold all monies, property and securities of the
Department of New Mexico, keeping a correct record of all financial transactions and shall
notify all detachments of their indebtedness to the Department; to deposit all monies and
securities in a bank designated by the Department Board of Trustees in the name of the
Department of New Mexico, Marine Corps League; to ensure that all expenditures of the
Department monies are made by check, signed by the Department Paymaster and Department
Commandant; to close the books on collection of dues for the determination of voting rights on 1
June of each year; to surrender all books, records and other entrusted property of the Department
of New Mexico with which he is charged to the duly appointed and qualified successor, or to a
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properly constituted Audit Committee of the Department of New Mexico; and to perform such
other duties as may be assigned by the Department Commandant.
Department Chaplain: It shall be the duty of the Department Chaplain to
perform such duties of a spiritual nature as required by the laws and rituals of the Department
and of the Marine Corps League; to provide moral and intellectual leadership giving dignity and
respect to the office; and without delay upon receiving a report of the death of a member from a
Detachment forward a copy to the National Chaplain and keep on file the Department copy.
To assume duties of custodian of the Department Bible; to keep in his possession a current
National Membership Roster of the Department of New Mexico; to send get-well and sympathy
cards as directed by the Department Commandant; and to perform such other duties as may be
assigned by the Department Commandant. (06/17/2006)
Department Sergeant at Arms: It shall be the duty of the Department Sergeant
at Arms to preserve order at all Department meetings and at the convention; to arrange the
quarters and ensure that only qualified members are present at such meetings and be the
custodian of the Department colors; to assume the duty of the flag etiquette person, being well
versed on proper flag display and procedures; to ensure that all guests and new members feel
welcomed, introducing them to others before the meeting and formally in meetings and other
Department functions; to assume duties of the Chairman of the Welcoming/Receiving
Committee; and to perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Department
Commandant.
Americanism Chairman: It shall be the duty of the Department Americanism
Chairperson to initiate and implement programs/instructions to detachments, of patriotic nature,
involving schools, youth organizations/programs, flag etiquette and other similar community
services in order inspire patriotism and true citizenship and to perform such other duties as may
be assigned by the Department Commandant.
Public Relations Officer: It shall be the duty of the Department Public Relations
Officer to initiate and implement programs/instructions to detachments, on ethics of promoting
public support of detachment programs and events throughout the State, through the use of local
and state area newspapers, television, radio, convention booklets, etc.; and to perform such other
duties as may be assigned by the Department Commandant.
Protocol Officer: It shall be the duty of the Department Protocol Officer to
initiate and implement programs/instructions to detachments, on proper protocol involving
Marine Corps League functions and to perform such other duties as may be assigned by the
Department Commandant.
Legislative Officer: It shall be the duty of the Department Legislative Officer to
inform detachments, of local, State and National legislative issues involving veterans; to
establish a point of contact with Local, State and National Senate and Congress members; and to
perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Department Commandant.
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Scholarship Chairman: It shall be the duty of the Department Scholarship
Chairman to obtain and distribute scholarship information to detachments from National
Headquarters, Marine Corps League and other organizations; and to perform such other duties as
may be assigned by the Department Commandant.
Veterans' Service Officer: It shall be the duty of the Department Veterans'
Service Officer to assist Department members, Marine veterans or their dependents in securing
any benefits provided by law pertaining to their veteran or dependent status; to supervise all
detachment service officers in the Department; and to advise all Department members of their
benefits provided by law.
Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) Chairman: It shall be the duty of
the Department VAVS Chairman to obtain and provide VAVS related information to
detachments and implement instructions/programs to detachments, enhancing the VAVS
program state-wide.
1.
Department Convention Director: As Chairman of the Department Convention
Committee, it shall be the duty of the Department Convention Director, with the Committee, to
arrange all details necessary to ensure a successful Department Convention and perform such
other duties pertaining to the Department Convention as may be directed by the Department
Commandant.
m.
Detachment Commandants: It shall be the duty of each Detachment
Commandant to represent his Detachment at Department Staff meetings and is accountable to the
Department Commandant for the proper submission of administrative requests made by
Department.
SECTION 415— VACANCY. In the event of a vacancy in any appointive office for any cause,
the Department Commandant, with the advice and consent of the Department Board of Trustees,
shall appoint a member to fill the vacancy immediately.
SECTION 420 — CONTRACTS. Department Officers or committee members shall never enter
into or in any manner, commit the Department of New Mexico to a contract without the approval
of the Department Commandant. The Board of Trustees thereafter shall have the power to
accept or reject by majority vote any such approved contract.
SECTION 425 — MEETING. The Department Staff shall meet at least three (3) times each
year between Department Conventions at the call of the Department Commandant or by a
majority of the Board of Trustees.
SECTION 430— QUORUM. The presence of a majority of Department Board of Trustees shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
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SECTION 435 - VOTING. Each Department Staff member shall have one (1) vote. There
shall be no proxy voting. Members shall abstain from voting on matters pertaining to their
specific office or direct area of responsibility.
SECTION 440 - EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS. (06/19/2010)
Prior to the expenditure of funds, the request must be submitted in writing stating the
justification to the Board of Trustees (BoT). This request must be submitted no later than
thirty days prior to the next Semi-Annual Meeting/Division Conference/State
Convention. The BoT will consider the request, and submit their recommendation to the
membership. (New 06/21/2014)
In an emergency, the Board of Trustees can authorize an expenditure of funds not to
exceed $200.00. This expenditure is then reported to the membership at the next SemiAnnual Meeting/State Convention. (New 06/21/2014)
Any expense incurred by either the Membership, Department Board of Trustees or
Committee Chairpersons shall be reimbursed by the Paymaster provided it is a budgeted
line item, approved by the Board of Trustees or the membership prior to being incurred.
Such expenses shall be itemized (invoice/receipt) and reimbursement shall not exceed the
amount approved. This amount shall not exceed the amount in the Department
account(s) (06/21/2014)
The Department Commandant or his representative is authorized a maximum of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) for lodging and travel to attend a National Mid-Year
Conference or National Convention. Such authorization shall not exceed the amount
available in the Department Account(s). (New 06/21/2014)
Expenses incurred for travel ($.14 per mile) to attend Semi-Annual Meetings/State
Convention shall be limited to $50.00 per Trustee and $100.00 for the Department
Commandant or his representative. The expenses shall be supported with a receipt. Such
authorizations shall not exceed the amount available in the Department account(s). (New
06/21/2014)
ARTICLE V
DETACHMENTS
SECTION 500 - DETACHMENTS. Detachments in the Department of New Mexico shall be
organized, chartered, instituted and governed according to Article Seven of the National Bylaws.
ARTICLE VI
MEMBERS
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SECTION 600 - MEMBERS. Members of the Department of New Mexico shall be members
of the Marine Corps League, in good standing and residents or members of detachments within
the state of New Mexico and shall have all rights, privileges and responsibilities as expressed in
Article Six of the National Bylaws.
SECTION 605 - DUES.
Membership dues for the Department of New Mexico shall be as prescribed by
the Department Convention.
The dues of each detachment shall not be less than that set by the National and
Department Conventions, but may be in such additional amount as shall be determined by the
individual detachment.
Membership dues payable to National and Department by a detachment for
members, shall be submitted as soon as possible with the accompanied transmittal form
to the Department Paymaster with two (2) checks: one (1) detachment check for National
Membership Dues made payable to "National Headquarters, MCL", and one (1)
detachment check for Department Membership Dues made payable to "Department of
New Mexico, MCL".
ARTICLE VII
DISCIPLINE
SECTION 700 - DISCIPLINE. Members of this Department shall be disciplined for violations
of these bylaws and the Charter and bylaws of the Marine Corps League as prescribed in Chapter
Nine of the Administrative Procedures.
ARTICLE VIII
MISCELLANEOUS
SECTION 800 - FUND RAISING. Fund raising shall be conducted in accordance with
SECTION 1000, Chapter Ten of the Administration Procedures.
SECTION 805 - RESPECT.
The Bible shall be opened, placed on an alter which is tq be covered with a clean
and attractive altar cloth during all meetings of the Department of New Mexico. No disrespect to
the Bible by an act or word shall be tolerated. No one shall use the altar for physical support and
shall not, under any circumstances, use the altar or Bible as a resting place for any item or
material. All space between the altar and the Chair shall become as hallowed ground and shall
not be treaded upon while the Bible is open.
The National Flag of the United States, the Marine Corps League Flag and the
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Department Charter or facsimile thereof, will be properly displayed at all functions of the
Department.
The Ritual of the Marine Corps League shall be observed and employed at all
meetings and appropriate functions of the Department to the maximum extend possible.
SECTION 810 - SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS. All subsidiary organizations now
existing within this Department or which will in the future be constituted, which are operating
directly or indirectly under the Congressional Charter or the name of the Marine Corps League,
are and shall be subject to authority, supervision, control and discipline of the National
Headquarters, Marine Corps League. Currently these organizations are: Marine Corps League
Auxiliary, The Department of New Mexico, Marine Corps League recognizes and adopts the
Marine Corps League Auxiliary as the official Women's Auxiliary of the Marine Corps League,
and declares that the Marine Corps League Auxiliary shall ever be subject to the control and
supervision of the Marine Corps League.
Military Order of the Devil Dogs. The Department of New Mexico, Marine Corps
League recognizes the Military Order of the Devil Dogs as an official subsidiary organization of
the Marine Corps League which shall ever be subject to the authority, supervision and control of
the Marine Corps League. Membership in the Military Order of the Devil Dogs shall be limited
to regular members of the Marine Corps League exclusively.
Military Order of Devil Dog Fleas. The Department of New Mexico, Marine
Corps League recognizes the Military Order of the Devil Dog Fleas as an official subsidiary
organization of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary which shall ever be subject to the control and
supervision of the Marine Corps League. Membership in the Military Order of the Devil Dog
Fleas shall be limited to members of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary exclusively.
SECTION 815 - AMENDMENTS. The Department Bylaws may be revised, amended or
repealed by a majority vote of the properly registered and approved delegates present and voting
at a Department Convention. The proposed revision, amendment or repeal must be typewritten
in exact wording and submitted in triplicate to the Bylaws Committee, not less than sixty (60)
days prior to the convening date of a Department Convention.
SECTION 820 - DISSOLUTION. Should this organization be dissolved, all funds, property
and assets of the Department of New Mexico, Marine Corps League shall be turned over to the
National Headquarters, Marine Corps League.
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BYLAW APPROVAL
These revised bylaws changes were
presented to the Department
Convention, Department of New
Mexico, Marine Corps League on
21 June 2014.

LEO B. MC CANN
Bylaw Committee Chairman
Department of New Mexico

JOHN CLEVELAND
Bylaw Committee Member
Department of New Mexico

EDWARD MC BRIDE
Bylaw Committee Member
Department of New Mexico
On 21 June 2014 the Marine Corps League
Department of New Mexico approved
changes herein incorporated to these
bylaws which become effective upon
receipt of certification from the National
Judge Advocate.

ALLEN OSBORN
Bylaw Committee Member
Department of New Mexico

I, Dan Shackelford, Marine Corps League,
Department of New Mexico, do hereby certify
That these bylaw changes were approved by
a majority vote of the members present at the
State Convention 21 June 2014.

DAN SHACKELFORD
Department of New Mexico
Commandant
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CERTIFICATION
Review of the Department changes to the Bylaws has disclosed no conflict with the
National Bylaws, Marine Corps League. The Department of New Mexico is authorized
to use these changes to the Bylaws for the conduct of business.

July 24, 2014

BEN CERO
National Judge Advocate
Marine Corps League
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