WESTERN ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCERS
ALLIANCE

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Restores Organic
Certification Cost Share Program

An announcement came today from the USDA's Farm
Service Agency (FSA) today providing some hope and
much deserved financial assistance for certified organic
farmers regarding the Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (OCCSP). Certified Organic Farmers are now s Cortfcaton Required
eligible for reimbursement up to $750 per year up to 75%
of their annual cost of organic certification per scope.
This means that if an operation has more than one scope T el
(e.g., two or more of the four scopes — crops, wild crops, " Relmburscbies
handling, livestock), they are eligible to receive a $750  wnoscigie -
reimbursement up to 75% of the annual cost of organic wr pem—
certification for each scope in 2023. USDA Secretary - Reimbursable?
Vilsack announced this exciting news at the Organic - 5 :
Trade Association’s Organic Week where WODPA is = wnatisthe warimum
being represented following the written announcement — _ o m;mmt
release which can be found at USDA Announces New !
Steps to Enhance Organic Markets and Support
Producers | USDA.

USDA s an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

As you may recall, this program was cut in 2020 during

the COVID pandemic when farmers saw

increased costs and unprecedented loss of markets. Today’s announcement restores the
reimbursement levels to the authorized levels outlined in the 2018 Farm Bill.

Today’s announcement is an exciting step in the right direction, but its continued restoration is
not guaranteed to be included in the 2023 Farm Bill. What a great time for our Executive
Director, Lia Sieler, to be in Washington DC advocating on Capital Hill!

Organic Certification Cost Share Fact Sheet can be found at Organics - Organic
Certification Cost Share Program (usda.gov).

Apply today! Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) (usda.gov)
WODPA would like to express our sincere thanks to all those that have continued to fight

for organic farmers and specifically this Organic Certification Cost Share Program.

Organic Certification Cost USDA Announces New Steps
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