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Dear Mr. Clark, 
I am writing regarding section C. Meloxicam (Livestock) of the proposed rule. I am in strong support of adding meloxicam to the National List at 7 CFR 205.603(a) as a synthetic substance allowed for use in organic livestock production.
I would also like to urge timely progression of the rulemaking process concerning the addition of Meloxicam to the National Approved Materials List. I respectfully request that clear communication is maintained regarding the status of this rulemaking and subsequent steps, as it will assist organic farmers like us in upholding the highest standards of animal care.   
Farmers encounter increasing requirements for various animal welfare certifications, which are often imposed by buyers and brokers. Specifically in dairy production, milk handlers now expect animal welfare certificates in addition to the rigorous standards already mandated by organic certification. Animal welfare has always been a high priority for organic livestock producers. Proof of this can be seen in the NOP’s clarification of the 2010 Access to Pasture Rule.  
Consumers are recognizing the high standard that organic certification requires, and surveys show that consumers value the independent third-party certification as well. The NOSB is tasked with a special role of recommending which materials are permitted within organic production and we applaud their support of allowing Meloxicam in organic livestock. The Meloxicam petition clearly identifies approved medications for treatment of pain under organic certification. Organic dairy producers welcome the addition of Meloxicam to the toolkit of products they can use. We are especially interested in using it due to its reputation for providing longer lasting pain relief at times of stress for livestock, and the ease of application.
There are many requirements under the NOP regulations on animal welfare. Meloxicam will greatly assist producers in reaching and maintaining the high standards required by organic certification. As an organic livestock producer, we urge you to speedily move this petition forward and officially add Meloxicam to the Approved Materials List so we can start utilizing this incredibly valuable option on our farms.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Address]

