
What has 
WODPA 

done this 
year? 

2025 – a year in review



2025 Board of Directors

• President – Stewart Kircher

• 1st VP – Jenneke deJong

• 2nd VP – Mikle Moretti

• Secretary – Darby Heffner 

• Treasurer – Dean Wesen 

• CA Rep. – George McClelland 

• OR Rep. – Travis Noble 

• TX Rep. – Henk Postmus 

• WA Rep. – Andrew Dykstra 

• At Large Rep. – Jennifer Beretta 

• At Large Rep. – Jolynn McClelland 

• At Large Rep. – Vanessa Nunes

• At Large Rep. – Cameron Dotti 

• At Large Rep. – Doug Hale 

• At Large Rep. – Richard Hughes

• Ex Officio – Zach Cahill

• Executive Director – Lia Sieler





• Membership Dues are now due by July 

1st of each year 

• Invoices will go out at the beginning of 

the year

New Producer Membership 
Payment Plan



Nurtured strong relationships with affiliate 
organizations

• Organic Trade Association (OTA) 

• Organic Farmers Association (OFA) 

• National Organic Coalition (NOC) 

• Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance 

(NODPA) 



Benefits for our Farmer Members

• Monthly e-newsletters & network connections 

• Announcements on financial and other opportunities 
for farmers and stakeholders 

• Argus Media- Mercaris survey and commodity reports 

• WODPA Exchange E-Mail 

• Representation with affiliate organizations and on 
Capitol Hill

• Advocacy on the local, state and federal levels 



Representation in Washington DC  

• Key Priorities Presented in Washington, D.C.:

• Advocacy for marker bills and the importance of a modernized, 
comprehensive Farm Bill

• “The Organic Dairy Data Collection Act” – H.R. 4110 

• “The Organic Dairy Assistance, Investment, and reporting 
Yields Act of 2025” – Senate 2442 

• Ensuring organic farmers are meaningfully involved and 
considered in decision-making at federal, state, and local levels.

• Advocating for sufficient resources for the National Organic 
Program (NOP) to effectively support, educate, and regulate the 
industry.

• Emphasizing the importance of an immigration system that 
works to address challenges facing agricultural labor.

• Conveying challenges and existing variance allowances still 
surrounding the Origin of Livestock Rule.



Meetings Held in Washington, D.C.

• House Agriculture Committee Staffers 
(Dairy & Organic) – GT Thompson (PA)

• Senate Agriculture Minority – Senator 
Klobuchar (MN)

• Senator Welch (VT)

• Congresswoman Simon (CA)

• Congressman Newhouse (WA)

• Congresswoman Pingree (ME)

• Congressman Carbajal (CA)

• Senator Merkley (OR)

• Senator Smith (MN)

• Senator Gillibrand (NY)

• Congressman Wied (WI)

• Congressman Finstad (MN)

• Congresswoman Craig (MN)

• Congressman Riley (NY)

• Congressman Langworthy (NY)

• Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS)



New Administration in DC

• Secretary of Ag: Brooke Rollins 

• House Ag Committee member added: Dan Newhouse (R –

WA)

• Senate Ag Committee member added: Adam Schiff (D –

CA) 

• Undersecretary for Marketing & Regulatory Programs: 

Jenny Lester Moffit left. Dudley Hoskins has been 

confirmed. 



• Usually meets twice a year (Spring & Fall) 

• Since the government is shutdown, the NOSB meeting 

has been cancelled. 

• More information can be found at National Organic Standards 

Board (NOSB) Meeting - Omaha, NE | Agricultural Marketing 

Service

NOSB Meeting update 

A copy of our comments for both meetings can be 

found at CURRENT NEWS (wodpa.com)

https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025
https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025
https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025
https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025
https://www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025
https://wodpa.com/current-news
https://wodpa.com/current-news


Letter Sign- 
Ons & 

Submissions

CURRENT NEWS

(wodpa.com)

Letters to support farmers amidst funding freeze

Many letters in support of our industry stakeholders 
for grants & programs 

Letter of Support for NOSB Board Member 
nomination 

NOSB comments (Spring & Fall 2025)

A copy of these letters and comments can be 
found on our website at: CURRENT NEWS 
(wodpa.com)

https://wodpa.com/current-news
https://wodpa.com/current-news


Odds & Ends 

• Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP) disbursements were paid out to 

farmers in first quarter of 2025. 

• NODPA & WODPA statement position on Organic Exemption from FMMO

• Progressive Dairy Q & A 

• RaboResearch Interview 

• “US organic milk production grows to meet rising consumer demand” – by Lucas Fuess 



OBBB impacts on Organic

• One Big Beautiful Bill Act

• Comprehensive budget reconciliation bill 

• A separate, comprehensive Farm Bill would need to be passed (not just the “mini Farm Bill”) 
to include the Organic Dairy Data Initiatives. 

• Increased funding for the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program starting in 2026

• Organic Certification Cost Share Program

• Provides $8 million annually through FY2031 

• Organic Data Initiative 

• Provides $10 million from 2026 through 2031 for collecting and analyzing organic 
production 

• Organic Certification Trade & Tracking System 

• Provides $6 million to improve the integrity of the organic label and enforce regulation 
by providing technology infrastructure for tracking organic imports



What are we working to include in a new 
Farm Bill? 

• “The Organic Dairy Data Collection Act” – H.R. 4110 

• Introduced by Congresswoman Pingree (D - ME), Congressman 
Langworthy (R - NY) and Congressman Wied (R - WI)

• “The Organic Dairy Assistance, Investment, and reporting Yields Act 
of 2025” (O DAIRY) – Senate 2442 

• Introduced by Senator Welch (VT), Senator Gillibrand (NY), 
Senator Sanders (VT) and Senator Booker (NJ)

• “Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act” – S. 222, H.R. 649

• Reintroduce whole and 2% milk to school lunch programs, 
challenging long-standing USDA guidelines. 

• “Converting Our Waste Sustainably” (COWS Act) 



• H.R. 4110 

• Introduced by Congresswoman Pingree (D 

- ME), Congressman Langworthy (R - NY) 

and Congressman Wied (R - WI)

The Organic Dairy Data 
Collection Act



The Organic Dairy Assistance, 
Investment, and reporting 
Yields Act of 2025

• Senate 2442

• Introduced by Senator Welch 

(VT), Senator Gillibrand (NY), 

Senator Sanders (VT) and 

Senator Booker (NJ)



•  S. 222, H.R. 649

• Reintroduce whole and 2% milk to 

school lunch programs, challenging 

long-standing USDA guidelines. 

Whole Milk for Healthy 
Kids Act 



Updates on the National 
Organic Program 

• Dr. Jenny Tucker returned to the NOP on June 2nd 

after going to Specialty Crops for a couple months

• WODPA & NODPA met with her on June 3rd and again 

September 11th regarding the OOL & SOE Survey we 

asked farmers to complete this past year. 

➢Follow up meeting scheduled for mid- December 

(as long as they are back to work)



Organic Dairy Farmer Feedback 
Survey Results 

Focusing on the impacts of SOE & OOL
Spring 2025



• 37 Organic Dairy Farms throughout the 
United States 

• Certified organic between 5 years- 25 
years 

• States Represented: 

• California, Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, Utah, Texas, Wisconsin, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Vermont and 
Maine

• Over 15,000 cows are represented in 
our survey results

Metrics



• California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF)

• Oregon Tilth (OTCO)

• Marin Organic Certified Agriculture (MOCA - no longer 
certifying livestock operations)

• Organic Certifiers (OC)

• Quality Assurance International (QAI)

• MOSA Certified Organic, Global Organic Alliance (GOA)

•  Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA NY)

• Pennsylvania Certified Organic (PCO)

• OEFFA Certified Organic

• Vermont Organic Farmers LLC (VOF)

Farms certified by: 



Certification cost 
increases: 

Increases anywhere from 50% to 200% - Most 
certification costs have doubled (some have doubled 

just in the past year). 

Proof through QuickBooks/ third- party companies of 
the payments received for organic sales 



• Traceability animals

• Cattle hauling records

• Validus & F.A.R.M. inspection summaries 
(animal welfare) 

• Request for employee training logs 

• Request for animal inventories for the 
past 3-5 years.

• Financials, invoices and past non- 
compliance reports were requested 
from previous years. 

Topics focused on during on-site inspections 
that seemed more
 invasive or specific than usual



SOE has resulted in changes in 
the templates provided. 
Farmers have filled out the 
same template multiple times 
with only minor changes made 
each time. 

The certifier required new 
templates be included in the 
OSP. Much of the information 
requested is in other parts of 
the OSP. When the farmer 
called to request help with 
filling it out, they were told 
they didn’t have time to walk 
them through it. 



Opportunities for certifiers to help: 

Summary of changes when new 
rules are implemented. 

Clear, written answers to 
questions regarding rules 

On time/ up to date certificates 
(within 12 months) given to 
clients/farmers (without having 
to ask multiple times) 

•Even the Organic Dairy Research and 
Promotions Board requires an organic 
certificate with an issue date within 18 
months

More knowledgeable/trained 
inspectors 

Feedback survey on inspectors 



Opportunities for NOP to help: 

Provide more FAQ 
sheets (printed and 
mailed as well as 

emailed) 

OSP template moving 
forward as rules are 

implemented 

Annual feedback survey 
on certifiers 

Transparency on how to 
evaluate risk- based 
certification process 

•Transparency of 
conversations between NOP, 
NOSB, Certifiers and Farmers



Quotes from 
Dairy 

Farmers: 

“The certifier is asking for a lot more 
information that isn’t found or backed 
by organic regulations.” 

“They are no longer employing a sound 
and sensible approach to 
certification.” 

“This year more than any other year, it 
feels as if they want to catch us doing 
something wrong and just get mad at 
us rather than helping us to comply.” 



• Provided quarterly reports from submitted milk statements

• Disbursed to paid in farmer members 

• Provide reports on crops and milk in the US 











Check out our website to become a member today!!



ANY QUESTIONS? 

Lia Sieler 
(209) 712 - 9470

Lia.wodpa@outlook.com
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