2004 Area B Competition

Latin II Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1: HORATII ET CURIATII
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Tullus Hostilius, tertius rex, non solum proximo régi dissimilis sed
audacior etiam quam Romulus fuit. forte (by chance) Tullus cognovit agricolas
Romanos ex Albano agro, Albanos ex Romano praedas (spoil, plunder) in vicem
(in turn) egisse. utrimque (from each side) légati feré sub idem tempus ut rés
repeterent miss1 sunt.

bellum utrimque omnibus rébus parabatur. Albani primum ingenti
exercitll in agrum Romanum impetum fécérunt. castra ab urbe non plis quam
quinque milia passuum ponunt. interea Tullus nocte cum exercitii in agrum
Albanum iter facit. réx Albanus legatum mitti ad Tullum iussit qui conventum (a
meeting) rogaret. postquam exercitus instructi utrimque stabant, cum paucis in
medium duces processérunt ut inter sé loquerentur.

forte in duobus exercitibus erant trigemini fratrés et aetate et viribus parés.
Livius scribit Romanos fratrés appellatos esse Horatios et Albanos fratrés
Curiatios. trigeminos hortantur rég€s ut pro sua quisque patria pugnent ferro. ibi
imperium erit unde victoria fuerit. nihil recuisatur. tempus et locus constituuntur.

trigemini arma capiunt, ut in medium inter duos exercitus procédant.
conséderant utrimque pro castris duo exercitus. signo dato, terni iuvenes
magnorum exercituum animos gerentés concurrunt. ut primo statim certamine
concrepuérunt arma et liice fulsérunt gladit, horrore ingenti spectatorés compléti
sunt et vOx tacé€bat. ut pugnatum est iam non solum motus corporum agitatioque
telorum armorumque sed vulnera quoque et sanguis spectaculo erant.

duo Romani, vulneratis tribus Albanis, interfecti sunt. ad quorum casum
clamavit cum gaudio Albanus exercitus; Romanas legion€s iam spés omnis
nondum reliquerat. forte is Horatius integer fuit, sed omnibus solus non par erat,
sic contra singulos audax. itaque fugit, quod arbitratus est (ke thought) eos
secuturos esse.

iam aliquantum spatii ex e0 loco, ubi pugnatum est; fugerat, et respiciéns
videt magnis spatiis e0s sequentés, inum non procul ab s€s€ abesse. in eum
magnus impetus redit ut eum caederet et, Albano exercitii clamante, iam Horatius,
caeso hoste, victor secundam pugnam petit. tunc clamore Romani adiuvant
militem suum, et ille ut finiret proelium maturat.

dum alter Ciiriatius nec procul abest, secundum Ciuriatium Horatius
interficit. iam singuli supersunt, sed nec sp€ nec viribus pares. Ciuriatius fessum
vulnere, fessum cursi trahens corpus, victori occurrit hosti integro. male
sustinentem arma gladio interficit Horatius, ROmani magno cum gaudio Horatium
accipiunt.
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11.
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When is this story set?
(a) during the reign of the third king of Rome (b) during Romulus’ reign
(¢) during the time of the Alban occupation (d) during Tarquinius Superbus’ reign

Which statement does not describe the basic setting of the story?

(a) Romans had plundered upon Alban territory (b) Albans had plundered Roman
territory (c) The Roman king awarded Roman farmers land grants for service in battle
(d) Both the Romans and Albans had items taken

Who are the principal players of this story?
(a) Roman farmers and Alban ambassadors (b) the states of Alba and Rome
(c) the Roman king and the Alban farmers (d) Roman farmers and Horatii only

What did each side first do to remedy the basic situation?
(a) sent the farmers to work out an agreement (b) sent the soldiers to loot and destroy
(c) sent the farmers back to their farms (d) sent envoys to seek restitution

For what did each side prepare?
(a) next year’s crop (b) anew army (c) a new king (d) war

What did the Alban army first do?
(a) pitched camp at daybreak (b) made an attack on the Romans (c) waited for the
king’s signal (d) surrounded the Romans

Where did the Albans pitch camp?
(a) no more than five miles from Rome (b) fifty miles from the Alban stronghold
(c) just outside of the Alban territory (d) between the Aventine and the Capitoline

What did Tullus do that night?
(a) marched into Alban territory (b) sent envoys to sue for peace
(c) looked over the farmer’s fields (d) attacked the Alban king

For what purpose did the Alban king send an envoy to the Romans?
(a) to set up a meeting (b) to meet the young men
(c) to determine if the farmers would fight the battle (d) to warm the Roman king

Before the actual battle, what did both leaders do?
(a) looked over the land in question (b) ordered the soldiers to polish their swords
(c) talked between themselves (d) inspected the army

What remarkable phenomenon was present on each side?
(a) both leaders could claim kinship with the gods (b) both sides had received favorable
auspices from the priests (c) each side had a set of triplets (d) both kings wanted peace

Which of the following statements about the chosen ones is not true, based on the
passage?

(a) they were evenly matched in ability and strength (b) they were the king’s sons
(c) they were about the same age (d) they were in the military



13.  What fact in the story leads the reader to believe it is an historical story?
(a) the graves of the participants have been found and identified (b) records of the
incident had been stored in the Tabullarium (c) a famous historian named Livy had
written about the event (d) the story has been passed down from generation to
generation
by Tacitus
14. What did the leaders decree that each set should do?
(a) that each set should choose a representative to battle one on one (b) that each set
should be sacrificed as a peace offering (c) that each set should lead its own army into
battle (d) that each set should represent its own side
15.  What then would have been the result of this action, according to the plan?
(a) The winners would restore the land rights to the farmers
(b) The winners would be judged the winners of the whole battle
(c) The winners would have monuments erected in the forum
(d) The winners would have forums named after them
16.  Who objected to the arrangement?
(a) the sets of brothers (b) the farmers (c) not anyone (d) the Roman king
17. Where was the fight to take place, according to the passage?
(a) near the forum (b) between the two camps (c) on the exercise field
(d) near the seashore
18.  What was the first action of the contenders?
(a) They called taunts to each other with loud voices (b) They sacrificed to the gods
(c) They grabbed their weapons (d) They greeted their respectful kings
19.  How did the spectators react to the beginning of the battle?
(a) They raised a great clamor of joyfulness (b) They were filled with dread
(c) They immediately protested the action with loud voices
(d) They immediately started an uproar from the opposing force
20.  Which element below is not present as the battle begins?
(a) Their swords were gleaming (b) Everyone was cheering for the contenders
(c) The contenders were filled with courage (d) The spectators were filled with dread
21.  What first happened to two of the Romans?
(a) They were killed (b) They killed three Albans (c) They lost all hope
(d) They were wounded lightly
22.  What effect did this have on the Roman legions?
(a) They wept bitterly (b) They did not lose hope in the midst of despair
(c) They threw lots, betting on the winners (d) They encouraged them even more
23.  Why did Horatius run away?

(a) He was afraid (b) He knew he couldn’t fight three all at once
(c) He saw a shining spectacle descend upon the hill (d) He no longer wants to fight
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24, What was Horatius’ next action?

(a) He jumped into the crowd, hoping to hide (b) He prayed to the gods, hoping that
they

would hear his prayers and save him (c) He threw a spear at the enemy

(d) He looked back to see how much distance was between him and his opponent

25.  How did the Romans help him?
(a) They cheered for him (b) They formed a line protecting him
(c) They threw their spears at the enemy (d) They stood silently

26.  What was the final outcome of the battle?
(a) The Romans won (b) The Albans won (c) Each army went home; the dispute was
not resolved (d) Everyone died

27.  From reading this story, what judgement can you make about Horatius?
(a) He was a coward (b) He was clever (c) He was the weakest of the contenders
(d) He was trained by Tullus himself

28.  From reading this story, what judgement can you make about the Romans?
(a) They wanted to win at any price (b) They always looked to the gods for help
(c) They patriotically defended their soldiers, no matter what (d) They were cowards

29.  Inall, how many Albans died in this story?
(a) one (b)two (c)three (d) four

30. How did the Romans receive Horatius?
(a) sadly (b) hospitably (c) angrily (d) joyfully

PASSAGE 2: SELECTION FROM COMMENTARIIDE BELLO GALLICO

Britanniae pars interior ab iis incolitur, quos natos in insula ipst memoria proditum
dicunt, maritima pars ab iis, qui praedae ac belli inferendi causa ex Belgio transiérunt
(qui omnes fer€ iis nominibus civitatum appellantur, quibus orti ex civitatibus eo
pervénerunt) et bello illato ibi permanserunt atque agros colere coepérunt. Hominum est
infinita multitiido créberrimaque aedificia feré Gallicis consimilia, pecorum magnus
numerus. Utuntur aut nummo aured aut taleis ferreis ad certum pondus examinatis pro
nummo. Nascitur ibi plumbum album in mediterraneis regionibus, in maritimis ferrum,
sed eius exigua est copia; aere Gituntur importato.

praoditus - handed down

talea - bar, rod, stick

nummus, -1- m. coin

mediterraneus - inland, toward the middle of the land

31. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for this passage?
(a) Caesar Describes The Origin of The Island of Britain
(b) Caesar Describes The People of Britain
(c) Caesar Describes The Metals Found in Britain & Their Use In Weapons
(d) Caesar Describes How The Gauls Have Their Origins In Britain



32.

33.

34.

35.

What type of people, according to those who informed Caesar, inhabited the inland areas
of Britain?

(a) nomad warriors

(b) indigenous peoples

(c) those who have traveled across the channel from the European continent

(d) druids

Why does Caesar say that those who inhabit the coastal areas of Britain came there?
(a) In order to acquire farmland

(b) Foreigners had invaded their land, forcing them out.

(c) They required the timber for building their ships.

(d) For booty and conquest

Quiex Belgio transivérunt et agros coluérunt?
(a) Romaniipsi

(b) Efquiin insula Britannia nati sunt.

(c) Efquiplumbo albo semper tébantur.

(d) Efquiadvénérunt ut bellum inferrent.

Which of the following correctly translates the phrase p/umbum album in line 77
(a) bronze (b) lead (c) tin (d) copper

TIE-BREAKERS: The following will be scored only to break ties.

Questions #96-100 refer to Passage 2:

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

According to lines 4 through 6, which of the following does Caesar NOT say is common?
(a) buildings (b) people (c) animals (d) forests

Which of the following is the best translation for ferrum in line 7?
(a) plough-share (b) sword (c) iron (d) arrow-head

According to the passage, which of the following IS true:
(a) Scriptum est omnés Britannos ex Belgio ortos esse.

(b) Aes non est inventum in regionibus Britanniae.

(c) Caesar crédébat Britannos amicos Romanis futiros esse.
(d) Multiin Britannia sunt qui ligno pro nummo atantur.

According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true:

(a) Indigenae Britanniae sp érabant Caesarem aerem traditirum esse.
(b) Multa pecora inventa sunt prope mare.

(¢) Multa aedificia inventa sunt prope mare.

(d) Nomina civitatum maritimarum indicant sé Belgica esse.

According to line 8, what is in short supply in the coastal areas?
(a) bronze (b) silver (c) gold (d) iron



