CONTEST CODE: 07

2006 SAN ANTONIO CLASSICAL SOCIETY

TSJCL AREA B ACADEMIC OLYMPICS
READING COMPREHENSION: PROSE (LEVELS 3,4,5 & VET)

Directions: Read the following passages carefully. Based on the information found in
these passages, choose the best answer for each question below.

PASSAGE A: PRO ARCHIA
In the following excerpt, Cicero defends a poet by the name of Archias. Cicero’s initial
discussion centers around an actor by the name of Roscius.

quis nostrum tam animo agresti ac durd fuit ut Rosc1 morte niiper non
commoveretur? qui cum esset senex mortuus, tamen propter excellentem artem ac
venustatem videébatur omnind mori non debuisse. ergd ille corporis moti tantum amorem
sibi conciliarat a2 ndobis omnibus: nds animorum incrédibilés motis celeritatemque
ingeniorum neglegémus? quoti€ns ego hunc Archiam vidi, itidiceés—tar enim vestra
benignitate, quoniam mé in hoc novo genere dicendi tam diligenter attenditis—quotiéns
ego hunc vidi, cum litteram scripsisset nillam, magnum numerum optimdrum versuum
de efs ipsis rébus quae tum agerentur dicere ex tempore, quoti€ns revocatum eandem rem
dicere commiitatis verbis atque sententiis!

quae verd acclraté cogitatéque scripsisset, ea sic vidi probari ut ad veterum
scriptorum laudem perveniret. hunc ego non diligam, ndon admirer, ndon omni ratione
defendendum putem? atque sic a summis hominibus &ruditissimisque acc€pimus,
c€terarum rérum studia et doctrina et praeceptis et arte constare; potam natiira ipsa

val@re et mentis viribus excitari et quasi divind qudodam spiritt Inflari.

1. Which of the following statements best reflects the point of Cicero’s rhetorical
question at the beginning of this passage?
A) Roscius deserved to die because of his harsh spirit.
B) Roscius should have moved to the country before his recent death.
C) Only an insensitive person would be untouched by the death of Roscius.
D) So many of us farmers recently were moved to the country because of the
death of Roscius.
E)
2. What is the best way to translate “cum” in line 27
A) with B) when C)since D) although
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3. What does Cicero suggest should have prolonged the life of Roscius?
A) his good health B) his charm C) his great skill D) both B and C

4. qud modo Roscius tantum amdrem sibi conciliavit? Through his:
A) determination B) kindness C) agility D) good looks

5. Which of the following contrasts best reflects Cicero’s transition from
speaking of Roscius to speaking of Archias?
A) country habits vs. urban customs
B) charming traits vs. offensive characteristics
C) elderly opinions vs. youthful attitudes
D) physical ability vs. mental ability

6. In lines 5-10, what impressed Cicero the most about Archias’s poetry?
A) the fact that Archias performed it impromptu
B) the fact that the verses revealed Archias’s genuine kindness
C) the fact that no literature had previously contained as great a
number of verses
D) the fact that even though Archias had run out of time, he still
wanted to change his opinion

7. What is the subject matter of the poetry mentioned in lines 5-10?
A) current affairs B) the new generation C)love D) hard work

8. Inlines 11-12, Cicero suggests that
A) many old poets had reached the point of praising Archias
B) Archias should praise all the classic poets
C) he (Cicero) has accurately considered what others had written
about Archias
D) Archias should be praised as much as the classic poets

9. qud modd Cicero Archiam deéfendendum esse putat?
A) hunc diliget B) omni ratione C) ind modd D) eum admiratur

10. Which of the following does NOT express an idea that Cicero claims
the best and most educated men have taught us?
A) that poets must study hard to become skilled
B) that poets are inspired by the gods
C) that great poets are born, not trained and developed
D) that poets are moved by the strength of the mind

Page 2 of 7



CONTEST CODE: 07

PASSAGE B: LIVY XXI.47.1-3
In the following excerpt, Livy describes Hannibal’s pursuit of Scipio.

hoc primum cum Hannibale proelium fuit, quo facile apparuit et equitati
melidorem Poenum esse et ob id camp0s patent€s, qualés sunt inter Padum Alpésque, belld
gerendd ROmanis aptds non esse. itaque proxima nocte iussis militibus vasa silentid
colligere castra ab Ticind mota festinatumque ad Padum est, ut ratibus quibus itinxerat
flimen nondum resoliits sine tumultii atque insectatione hostis copias traiceret. prius
Placentiam pervénére quam satis sciret Hannibal ab Ticind profectos; tamen ad sescentds
moratdrum in citeriore ripa Padi segniter ratem solvent€s c€pit. transire pontem non
potuit, ut extréma resoliita erant tota rate in secundam aquam labente.

Padus, -1, m. : the Po River Ticinus, -1, m. : the Ticinus River

11. quid hoc primd cum Hannibale proelio facile apparuit?
A) The Roman cavalry was superior to Hannibal’s cavalry.
B) Hannibal’s cavalry was superior to the Roman cavalry.
C) Hannibal’s cavalry was the same sort of cavalry maintained by the
Romans.
D) The Romans would attempt to fight the next battle at night.

12. quid aliud hdc primd cum Hannibale proelid facile apparuit?

A) It was advisable for the Romans to avoid fighting Hannibal’s
troops in open fields.

B) Attacking enemy camps was a strategy well suited to the Romans
when waging war.

C) It was better for the Phoenician general to avoid fighting the Romans
anywhere between the Po River and the Alps.

D) Fighting battles in open fields was advisable for the Romans against
Hannibal’s troops.

13. Which Latin word best describes how the Romans broke camp?
A) tacite B)1rate C)apteé D) fortiter

14. Which Latin word best describes the Romans’ journey to the Po River?
A) cautum B) difficile C) celere D) laetum

15. How did Scipio intend to get his troops across the Po River?
A) by sailing groups of soldiers across in separate boats
B) by riding horses swiftly through the shallow waters
C) by quickly building a sturdy bridge suspended above the water
D) by joining together enough boats to stretch across the river
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16. quot Romands cépit Hannibal?
A) by trickery B) by delaying
C) approximately six hundred D) approximately sixty

17. cur Hannibal tot ROmanos capere potuit?
A) ratgs illorum Romandorum summersae sunt.
B) ill1 Romani lentius laborabant.
C) ripa citerior erat periculosa.
D) Hannibal ratés conitinxerat.

18. cur Hannibal transire pontem non potuit?
A) He slipped into the water when trying to cross the bridge.
B) The river was so deep that the bridge got covered by water.
C) Hannibal was extremely resolved to cross on horseback.
D) The whole boat swung downstream in the current after the rope was
untied.

PASSAGE C: One Haunted House for Sale
A letter from Pliny to Lucius Licinius Sura

erat Athénis spatiosa et capax domus, sed infamis et pestiléns. per silentium
noctis sonus ferrT, et sT attender€s acrius, strepitus vinculdrum longius primo, deinde &
proximd reddébatur: mox apparébat 1dolon, senex maci€ et squaldore confectus, promissa
barba, horrentt capilld; criiribus comped€s, manibus caténas gerébat quatiebatque. inde
inhabitantibus trist€s diraeque noctes per metum vigilabantur; vigiliam morbus et
créscente formidine mors sequébatur. nam interditi quoque, quamquam abscesserat
imagd, memoria imaginis oculis inerrabat, longiorque causis timoris timor erat.

deserta inde et damnata solitiidine domus totaque illT monstrd relicta;
proscribébatur tamen, seu quis emere, seu quis condiicere ignarus tanti malt vellet.
veénit Athénas philosophus Athénodorus, 1€git titulum, auditdoque pretid, quia suspecta
vilitas, percunctatus, omnia doc€tur, ac nihilé minus, immo tantd magis condicit.

ubi coepit advesperascere, iubet sterni sibi prima doms parte, poscit pugillares,
stilum, liimen; suds omn&s in interidora dimittit, ipse ad scribendum animum, oculds,
manum intendit, n€ vacua méns audita simulacra et inanés sibi metis fingeret. initiod,
quale ubique, silentium noctis, dein concuti ferrum, vincula moverT; ille non tollere
oculds, ndon remittere stilum, sed offirmare animum auribusque praetendere. tum
crébréscere fragor, adventare, et iam ut in ITmine, iam ut intra ITmen audiri.

respicit, videt, agndscitque narratam sibi effigiem. stabat innuébatque digito,
similis vocantl. hic contra ut paulum exspectaret mani significat rirsusque ceris et stilo
incumbit.

proscribébatur: was put up for sale or lease
sternT: his bed to be made
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Which of the following does NOT accurately describe this house?
A) spacious B) expensive C) disreputable D) infected

What broke the initial silence of the night?

A) the rattling of chains

B) a ghost singing haunting songs

C) an old man and a young man fighting with swords

D) a marriage ceremony taking place nearby

Which of the following does NOT accurately describe the ghost?
A)thin B)bald C)filthy D) bearded

Using all your reading comprehension skills and techniques, give the
best definition for compedes in line 5.

A) companions who travel with someone for a common cause

B) footsoldiers who fight using a bow and arrow

C) iron rings joined by a chain to restrain a prisoner

D) small holes in a wall used for secretly keeping watch

cir huius domtis inhabitanteés dormire non poterant?
A) illT défess1 non erant.

B) metii carébant.

C) imaginem maiorem cupiébant.

D) umbram timébant.

simul ac senis imago discessit, inhabitantium metus destitit.
A) vérum B) falsum

Which of the following words from the first paragraph does NOT refer
directly to the same thing as monstré at the beginning of the second
paragraph?

A) vigiliam

B) 1ddlon

C) senex

D) imago

Why was Athenodorus at first hesitant to buy the house?
A) Because he had heard that it was haunted by a ghost
B) Because he thought the asking price was too expensive
C) Because he thought the asking price was too cheap

D) Because the house was so small and had no library
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27. Why did Athenodorus finally buy the house?
A) Because he was told that it was haunted by a ghost
B) Because he was convinced that no ghost dwelled there
C) Because the owner finally lowered his asking price to a
reasonable amount
D) Because the owner agreed to build a library prior to the sale

28. ciir Athénodorus scribere constituit?
A) quod ille suds omn@s in interidra dimittit
B) ipse poscit pugillares, stilum, liimen
C) n€ vacua méns inanés sibi metis fingeret
D) iubet sterni sibi prima domdiis parte

29. How did Athenodorus react when he first heard something approaching?
A) He closed his eyes and fainted when he heard the chains.
B) He stood up and ran from the house in fear.
C) He looked up from his writing to see what was making the noise.
D) He tried to concentrate on his writing to block the noise from his mind.

30. In the final paragraph of this excerpt, Athenodorus realizes:
A) that the story of the ghost had been made up to scare him.
B) that the story of the ghost had been real.
C) that writing is the best way to get to sleep.
D) that the story told about the ghost was actually a story about a statue.

TIE-BREAKERS:
The following questions will only be scored to break ties. Be sure to mark your
responses as 96-100.

PASSAGE D: De Bello Gallico.VIII1.49

Caesar in Belgid cum hiemaret, iinum illud propositum habébat, continére in

07

amicitia civitates, nillt spem aut causam dare armorum. nihil enim minus volébat quam

sub décessl sud necessitatem sibi aliquam impont belli gerendi, n€, cum exercitum

deducttrus esset, bellum aliquod relinquerétur quod omnis Gallia libenter sine praesenti

periculd susciperet. itaque honorific€ civitates appellandd, principes maximis praemits

adficiendd, niilla onera iniungendd défessam tot adversis proelits Galliam condicione
parendi meliore facile in pace continuit.

96. quod anni tempus in Belgido Caesar agébat?
A) three B) one C)summer D) winter

Page 6 of 7



CONTEST CODE: 07

97. What was Caesar’s main goal at this point in his campaign?

98.

99.

A) to defeat the one remaining rebellious tribe

B) to give no enemy states the hope of friendship
C) to avoid provoking any further conflicts in Gaul
D) to make new friends by offering them weapons

Why was this goal so important to Caesar at this particular time?

A) because he was just starting his campaign in Belgium

B) because he was just about to lead his troops out of Belgium

C) because his army had been exhausted by so many wars in Gaul

D) because he considered it to be the best time of year for waging war

difficile erat Caesar bellum hoc tempore in Gallia vitare.
A)verum  B) falsum

100. Which of the following did Caesar NOT do?

A) impose new burdens upon the states of Gaul
B) wear down the states of Gaul in battle

C) give gifts to the chieftains of Gaul

D) address the states with praise
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