2022 SAN ANTONIO CLASSICAL SOCIETY
TSJCL AREA B ACADEMIC OLYMPICS
GREEK LIFE AND LITERATURE TEST

History, politics, populations, and the development of Greek societies:
1. The Minoans were a civilization that lived during the Bronze Age (3300 - 1050 BC). Where did the Minoans live? 
a. Crete     b. Colchis     c. Cyprus     d.  Egypt

2. Before the end of the Dark Age, the administration and the economies of some societies may have been centered around palaces. This major city has palaces built by the Minoans and is a possible site of the labyrinth built for Minos’ minotaur. 
a. Mycenae     b. Tiryns     c. Pylos     d. Knossos

3. After the Dark Age (which happened 1050 - 750 BC), the Greek world began organizing itself into city-states. Which of the following is the term for these city-states? 
a. graecia     b. symmakhia     c. polis     d. apoika

4. Which of the following was a factor that contributed to Greece growing into independent city-states at this time? 
a. Its desert-like environment, which featured few freshwater sources that were far apart.
b. Its mountainous geography and abundant physical barriers.
c. Disagreement over whether democracy was the best form of government.
d. Long-lasting resentment between the opposing parties of the Pelopponesian War.

5. Whom did the Greeks refer to as barbarians? 
a. Those who didn’t speak Greek.
b. Those born outside of mainland Greece.
c. Anyone who wasn’t a citizen of Athens, Sparta, or Corinth.
d. Anyone who didn’t worship the Greek pantheon.

6. Which of the following was not true of Solon, the Athenian lawmaker? 
a. He redistributed power based on citizen’s wealth by dividing Athenians into 4 property classes.
b. He gave Athens its first written laws, which made Athens the first place where laws were ever codified.
c. He repealed most of the severely “draconian” laws of Draco, except for the ones regarding homicide, and replaced them with a more humane law code.
d. He carried out a reform called seisakhtheia (“shaking off of burdens”) that cancelled debts that led to serfdom.




7. When prominent people were ostracised from Attica, they didn’t lose their property or rights, but they were banished for ten years. How did ostracism take place? 
a. The archons presented prisoners one by one and asked citizens in the agora to shout if they wanted that prisoner to be banished.
b. If enough citizens wrote a person’s name on potsherds, then that person was banished.
c. If a citizen did something extremely socially unacceptable, then people pretended that they didn’t exist for ten years, prompting them to leave.
d. Citizens voted by pebbles whether the randomly selected people of the day should be ostracized or not.

8. Serfs in Attica had to give landowners one-sixth of their produce, which led to them being given this name: 
a. hektemoroi     b. penestai     c. heilotes     d. metoikoi

9. Members of this group were free non-citizens. In Athens, they had civil rights but lacked political rights, and they were not allowed to marry citizens or own land. 
a. hektemoroi     b. penestai     c. heilotes     d. metoikoi

10. Sparta’s government included 2 kings, 5 ephors, a council of elders, and the citizen assembly. What was the name of the council of elders in the Spartan government? 
a. gerousia     b. apella     c. boule     d. Areopagus

11. What was the name of the assembly of citizens in Sparta? 
a. gerousia     b. apella     c. boule     d. Areopagus

12. Which of the following claims was not true of Sparta? 
a. Sparta established and headed the Delian league in order to aid its military efforts.
b. Each Spartan adult citizen was given a kleros, which was worked by helots, in order to allow him to focus on his service.
c. In Sparta, women generally had more freedoms than in other states because the family was devalued. For example, they were able to own land and inherit it.
d. There was a strict education system known as the agoge that made boys live communally from age 7.

13. This elite band in the Theban army had 300 soldiers and was supposedly made up of 150 pairs of homosexual lovers. 
a. Hippeis     b. Argyraspides (Silver Shields)     c. Hieros Lokhos (Sacred Band)

14. This person was called “The Father of History” by Cicero and wrote the Histories of the Persian Wars: 
a. Herodotus     b. Thucydides     c. Xenophon     d. Hecataeus

15. In oversimplified terms, who won the Peloponnesian War? 
a. Athens     b. Sparta

16. This person wrote about the history of the Peloponnesian War and distinguished himself from his predecessors by not infusing his historical writings with myth or entertaining fiction: 
a. Herodotus     b. Thucydides     c. Xenophon     d. Hecataeus

17. This professional orator was famous for writing speeches against Philip II of Macedonia.  Moreover, his speech titled On the Crown won a case involving Ctesiphon and Aeschines. 
a. Demochares     d. Demosthenes     c. Cleon     d. Cleisthenes

18. This person wrote Anabasis, Hellenica, and Cyropaedia: 
a. Xenophon     b. Herodotus     c. Hecataeus     d. Thucydides

19. Which of the following marks the start of the Hellenistic period? 
a. When Socrates died.
b. When Alexander the Great came to power.
c. When Persian invasions ended.
d. When bronze was first used to make tools.

Production of goods and commerce:
        Contest Code: 14
Pair each activity with the tool/resource that would be the most useful in carrying it out.
20. Preparing wool fibers to make textiles. 
21. Crushing olives to make oil. 
22. Fermenting grape juice for wine production. 
23. Making purple dye to color textiles for the wealthy. 
a. epinetron 
b. Murex brandaris
c. pithoi
d. trapetum

24. This is where coins were first minted (mid-7th century BC): 
a. Lydia     b. Athens     c. Argos     d. Aegina

25. This is an alloy of gold and silver: 
a. electrum     b. stathmos     c. stateres     d. chryselephantine

26. In general, how many drachmas were in a mina? 
a. 60     b. 1,000     c. 100     d. 12

Architecture and buildings: 
27. Which does not describe some kind of public building or construction? 
a. tholos
b. stoa
c. odeion
d. epyllion

Match each description with the architectural order that best matches it for 28-30.
28. Columns of this order had the simplest capital. 
29. Columns of this order had a capital decorated with scrolls. 
30. Columns of this order had capitals decorated with Acanthus leaves.

a. Corinthian 
b. Doric
c. Ionic

Daily life:
31. Which of the following is true about food, drinks, and meals? 
a. Milk was mostly used for drinking, rather than for making cheese or cooking.
b. Drinking undiluted wine was viewed as barbaric.
c. Sparta was well-known for the high quality of its cuisine.
d. The word for dinner in Classical Athens was akratisma.

32. This was a dress widely worn by women, especially during the Archaic period. It consisted of a woolen rectangle wrapped around the body that was held up by an epomis over each shoulder and a girdle around the waist. 
a. himation     b. kolpos     c. peplos     d. zoma

33. Which of the following is the name of the white lead that women used as face makeup? 
a. phykos     b. mitra     c. psimythion     d. xystis

34. Which of the following is the name of a one-handled drinking cup that was often in the shape of an animal’s head? 
a. rhyton	     b. hydria     c. dinos     d. amphora 

Panhellenic games and related subjects:
35. This was a fighting contest in which most moves were allowed. Examples of the few moves that weren’t legal include biting and gouging. 
a. halteres     b. pankration     c. apobatai     d. kottabos

36. An Olympiad was the unit period of time in which the four Panhellenic games were held in their specific sequence. How long was an Olympiad? 
a. 2 years     b. 4 years     c. 6 years     d. 10 years

37. What was the prize for winners of the Olympic Games? 
a. A crown of bay leaves from the Valley of Tempe
b. Chaplets of wild olive
c. A wreath of dry celery
d. A wreath of fresh celery

38. The Pythian Games were in honor of Apollo. Where did the Pythian Games take place? 
a. Delphi     b. Nemea in Argolis     c. Olympia     d. Corinth

39. The Isthmian Games were in honor of Poseidon. Where did the Isthmian Games take place? 
a. Delphi     b. Nemea in Argolis     c. Olympia     d. Corinth

40. This lyric poet wrote epinicia praising competitors of the panhellenic games:
a. Sappho     d. Aesop     c. Pindar     d. Alcaeus

Epic poetry:
41. Homer was an epic poet who lived around the 8th century BC and was best known for his Iliad and Odyssey. Which of the following isn’t attributed to Homer? 
a. Dyskolos
b. Homeric Hymns
c. The Battle of the Frogs and Mice
d. Margites

42. Which best describes what the Iliad was about? 
a. It is a summary of the entire Trojan War
b. Agammemnon’s sacrifice of Iphigenia
c. Odysseus’ return to Ithaca
d. The wrath of Achilles

43. How many books are in the Odyssey? 
a. 12     b. 22     c. 24     d. 40

44. Hesiod is another early Greek epic poet who lived around 700 BC. Which of the following claims about him is not true? 
a. Legend says that he was a blind poet.
b. Legend says that he was taking care of sheep in Mount Helicon when the Muses called him to be a poet.
c. He wrote the Theogony, which details the origin of the gods.
d. He wrote Works and Days, which he dedicated to his brother Perses, who schemed him out of a fair inheritance through bribery.

45. What was the meter of epic poetry? 
a. Hexameter     b. Iambic     c. Pentameter

More about literature:
46. This man could have been the king of Mycenae. The brother of Menelaus, he was a military leader for the Greeks during the Trojan War. Unfortunately for him, he was killed upon his return home in a series of events that would be the subject of tragedian Aeschylus’ Oresteia trilogy many years after. 
a. Nestor     b. Agammemnon     c. Ajax     d. Diomedes

47. Who was the lover of Clytemnestra?
a. Aegisthus     b. Aeneas     c. Ajax     c. Hector

48. This lyric poet was called the “tenth muse” by Plato, was from Lesbos, and is said to have jumped off a cliff because Phaon didn’t love them back: 
a. Sappho     b. Aesop     c. Pindar     d. Alcaeus

49. Who unknowingly killed his father and married his mother? 
a. Ajax     b. Orestes     c. Oedipus     d. Polyneices

50. Who wrote the Theban plays, which tell the story of the man from the previous question in trilogy form? (Hint: This tragedian wrote around 123 plays) 
a. Aeschylus     b. Euripides     c. Sophocles 

51. This tragedy by Aeschylus tells the story of the 50 daughters of Danaus, who don’t want to marry the 50 sons of Egyptus and escape Egypt to become exiles in Argos. 
a. The Suppliants  
b. The Eumenides
c. The Choephore
d. The Seven Against Thebes

52. Which of the following did tragedian Aeschylus supposedly reveal secret information for? 
a. Eleusinian Mysteries
b. Mysteries of the Cabiri
c. Mysteries of Dionysus
d. Orphic Mysteries

53. Aristophanes was a writer of Old Comedy who lived from 450-385 BC. Which of the following wasn’t written by Aristophanes? 
a. Lysistrata     b. The Clouds     c. The Wasps     d. The Arbitration

54. What does tragoidia mean? 
a. “painful event”
b. “consequence of pride”
c. “goat song”
d. “in honor of Dionysus”

55. All actors of Greek drama, including the ones playing female parts, were male. 
a. True     b. False

Notable visual artists:
56. This painter was so talented that it is said that birds tried to eat the grapes in his paintings: 
a. Zeuxis     b. Polygnotus     c. Nicias     d. Apollodorus

57. Callicrates (architect), Ictinus (architect), and Pheidias (sculptor) famously collaborated in the construction of what? 
a. The Parthenon
b. The Athenian Acropolis
c. The Athenian Agora
d. The town of Piraeus


58. Which sculptor made the Discobolus (the “Discus thrower”)? 
a. Alcamenes     b. Calamis     c. Damophon     d. Myron 

Education:
For the following 3 questions, match the description with the correct name.
59. This was a slave that would accompany boys to school in Athens.
60. This was a physical education teacher.
61. This is what you would call a scholar of the Lyceum.

a. paidagogos
b. ephebos
c. peripatetic 
d. paidotribe

62. The famous Athenian school founded by this person probably had the original aim of teaching potential future rulers the philosophy necessary to make them the ideal ruler, following ideas presented in this person’s Republic. 
a. Plato     b. Aristotle     c. Isocrates

63. What was famously written atop the entry to the Academy? 
a. “No one shall enter who knows no geometry.”
b. “No women or Lacedaemonians shall enter.”
c. “No one shall enter who supported Meletus.”
d. “No one shall enter who has not read Homer.”

Greek philosophy, math, and science:
64. This early philosopher is credited with saying “all things are full of gods”, with the belief that everything starts off as being water, and with introducing geometry to Greece. 
a. Thales     b. Anaximander     c. Heracleitus     d.Anaxagoras

65. This Greek philosopher proposed the idea of the four elements, which dominated scientific theories about many things, including medicine, for around 2,000 years. 
a. Pythagoras     b. Hippocrates     c. Eratosthenes     d. Empedocles 

66. Who came up with the first version of the atomic theory? 
a. Socrates and Plato
b. Antisthenes and Diogenes
c. Leucippus and Democritus

67. Socrates is considered a turning point in Greek philosophy. He died in 399 BC after being forced to drink hemlock. Which of the following is not something that Socrates was condemned for? 
a. “Introducing new gods”   b. “Corrupting the young”   c. “Mutilating the herms” 

68. Who was not a pupil or follower of Socrates? 
a. Plato     d. Antisthenes     c. Aristippus     d. Anaxagoras

69. Who calculated the circumference of the Earth? 
a. Pythagoras     b. Hippocrates     c. Eratosthenes     d. Empedocles

70. Which philosopher was famously a tutor for Alexander the Great? 
a. Socrates     b. Plato     c. Aristotle     d. Antisthenes







TIEBREAKERS: Please mark these in numbers 96 - 100 on your answer sheet.
96. Who was a god(dess) of healing?
a. Asclepius
b. Circe
c. Bellerophon
d. Diomedes

97. Which is the fourth letter of the standard Greek alphabet?
a. beta
b. iota
c. delta 
d. theta

98. What was a stele?
a. A gravemarker
b. A vase
c. A water clock
d. A building material

99. What are Hekatombaion, Gamelion, and Mounichion examples of?
a. Months on the Attic calendar.
b. Winners of the panhellenic periodos.
c. Religious festivals in Sparta.
d. Titles of famous works of art.

100. Which of the following is the definition of boustrophedon?
a. The whitened boards used to keep records of magistracies in Athens.
b. An Athenian writing system in which letters were perfectly aligned both vertically and horizontally.
c. A syllabic script used during the Mycenean period.
d. A writing system that consisted in one line going right to left and the next going left to right (“as the ox turns”).

