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2023 San Antonio Classical Society
TSJCL Area B Academic Olympics
Reading Comprehension: Levels 1/2A, 1/2B, and 1

Directions: Please mark the letter of the correct answer on your scantron answer sheet.
Passage 1
Corniitus in magna villa habitabat. Corniitus multds servos ancillasque habébat. servi in
fundo laborabant et friimentum in horreum portabant. pastorés quoque oves in montibus
custodiébant. sed Corniitus in pliirimas ovés habébant. pastorés non poterant omnés oveés semper
custodire. fur igitur noctt vénit et ovem c&pit. Sed ubi fur & fundo disceédebat et prope viam erat,
vilicus eum vidit. 5
“siste, sceleste!” clamavit vilicus. deinde furem superavit. “veni mécum! ego
dominum petd.”
“esto!” inquit fur. “tranquillé venid. sed pallium meum prope horreum reliqui. pallium
meum invenire vold. tum dominum petere possumus. tii interea ovem custodi!”

“sceleste!” inquit vilicus. “sT ego hic maneo, tu fugere potes. sed non sum stultus. ti

mané hic et ovem custddi! ego pallium tuum quaerere possum.” 10

esto!- so be it!

1. Based on his description, what is a characteristic of Corntitus?
a. Cruel b.Famous c. Wealthy d. Generous
2. What is the job of the pastorés?
a. To carry grain b. To oversee the farm  c. To clean the barn  d. To guard the sheep
3. What is the case of ovés in line 2?
a. Nominative b. Dative C. Accusative D. Ablative
4. What part of speech is é line 4?
a. Preposition b.Adverb c. Conjunction d.Pronoun
5. What part of speech is sed in line 4?
a. Conjunction b.Noun c. Participle d. Pronoun
6. What did the fiir try to do?

a. Steal asheep b. Eatthe crops c. Burn down the barn d. Kill a cow
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7. What mood is siste in?
a. Indicative b. Imperative c. Subjunctive d. Present
8. What did the vilicus do when he saw the fiir in line 5?
a. Chase him away b. Overpower him in a fight c¢. Made him apologize d. Look
away
9. The firr claims he must do what before meeting the dominum?
a. Return what he took b. Get money to repay him c¢. Find his cloak  d. Check on the
livestock
10. What is the best translation of maned in line 9?
a. Wait b.Stay c.Guard d. Watch
11. What is the tense of sum in line 9?
a. Present b.Imperfect c.Perfect d. Future
12. What is the vilicus worried that the fizr will try to do?
a. Runaway b. Fight the dominus c. Steal money d. Guard the sheep

Passage 11

Aulus et Publius tibias faci€bant. tibiae erant optimae. Aulus et Publius multis civibus
tibias ostendérunt, sed cives tibias non emébant.

Aulus et Publius amicum in ford saliitavérunt. amicus “hert,” inquit, “Philomiisus urbem
intravit. Philomisus est optimus tibicen. Philomisus cotidi€ nona hora ad thermas venit.”

Aulus et Publius ad thermas nona hora contendérunt. Philomtisus in palaestra s¢ 5
exercébat.

“nunc?” Aulus Publium rogavit.

“minime&!” respondit Publius. “nunc Philomusus s exercet; fessus est.”

Philomiisus tepidarium intravit.

“nunc?” rogavit Aulus. 10

“minime&!” respondit Publius. “nunc Philomusus siidat. digit1 sunt libric1.”
Philomiisus caldarium intravit.
“nunc?” rogavit Aulus.

“minimé!” respondit Publius. “servus Philomtisum radit; et Philomusus nunc etiam plis

sudat.” 15
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tum Philomiisus frigidarium intravit. Aulus et Publius quoque frigidarium intravérunt et

tandem Philomuso tibias ostendérunt.

“tibiae,” inquit Philomisus, “mé valdé d€lectant; sed modo € balned frigidd venid. digitt

meT sunt frigidi. tantd p€ius!
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tibia, tibiae- flute

nonda hora- the ninth hour

What problem did Aulus and Publius have with the tibiae?

a. They were poor quality. b. Nobody bought them. c. They didn’t know how to play
them. d. They didn’t have enough resources to make them.

What is the tense of salitaverunt in line 3?

a. Present b. Imperfect c. Perfect d.Future

What is the best translation of fibicen line 4?

a. Doctor b. Discus athlete c. Flute player d. Street food vender

What was the first thing that Philomitisus was doing at the thermds?

a. Exercising b. Talking with others c. Bathing d. Selling goods

What part of speech is sé in line 8?

a. Noun b.Pronoun c.Adverb d.Adjective

Why did Aulus and Publius not approach Philomisus the first time they saw him?

a. Helooked angry. b. He wasn’t wearing any clothes. c¢. He was tired. ~ d. He wasn’t
as handsome as they hoped he’d be.

What is the best translation of digiti sunt lizbrici in line 11?

a. The numbers are ludicrous. b. The foods are delicious. c. His articles of clothing are
luxurious.  d. His fingers are wet.

Based on the context in the story, what is the caldarium?

a. The hot bath room b. The cold bath room d. The tepid bath room c. The exercise
area

When did Aulus and Publius choose to approach Philomiisus?

a. When he left the thermae  b. When he finished selling his goods c¢. When he entered
the cold bath  d. When he stopped exercising

What is the best translation of valdeé in line 18?

a. Hardly b.Intruth c.Vexing d. Very much
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23. What is the case of balned in line 18?
a. Ablative b.Dative c. Nominative d. Genitive
24. Why did Aulus and Publius’ approach fail?
a. Philomiisus was too cold.  b. Philomiisus was mean. c. They fell asleep and
Philomisus left before they could speak to him.  d. Philomiisus was too old.
25. How did Philomiisus react to this failure?
a. He didn’t; he couldn’t respond to people he hadn’t met.  b. He was disappointed
c. He tried to fight them. d. He shared leftover food.

Passage I11

réx Syraciisandorum erat Dionysius. Syraciisani eum régem feécerant quod contra
Carthaginiénses fortiter pugnaverat et eds tandem superaverat.
Dionysius multas ciiras habébat, multas sollicitiidin€s. Non facile erat el régnum suum obtinére;
non facile erat régnum suum contra Carthaginiénses defendere. 5

Damoclés tamen semper dicebat: “réges sunt felicissimi.” itaque Dionysius eum ad
c€nam invitavit. Damoclés ad aulum laetus contendit. Dionysius locum optimum et vestem
purpuream et dedit. sed super lectum, ubi Damoclés recumbgébat, Dionysius gladium
suspenderat. fillum, quod hunc gladium sustingbat, erat tenuissimum.

per totam cénam Damoclés gladium suspici€bat. semper sollicitus erat. neque cibus, 10
quem Dionysius e1 offerébat, neque vinum, quod suavissimum erat, neque vestis purpurea quam
gerébat, hanc sollicitiidinem levare poterant.

tandem “rem nunc intellego!” exclamavit. “Vita, quam rég€s habent, non est felicissima;
nam ciirae, quae eds opprimunt, omnia gaudia démunt.”

aula, aulae- palace

recumbo, recumbere, recubi- recline

26. Why was Dionysius made the king of Syracuse?
a. He fought against the Carthaginians. b. He was very wealthy. c. The Carthaginians

made him king. d. Both Syracusians and Carthaginians loved him.
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How did Syracusians feel about Dionysius being their king?

a. Angry b.Confused c.Happy d. Victimized

How did Dionjysius feel about being king?

a. Arrogant b. Worried c. Hatred d.Powerful

What is the case of ei in line 4?

a. Nominative b. Genitive c. Ablative d. Dative

Why did Dionysius invite Damoclgs to dinner?

a. He was worried Damoclés would try to overthrow him. b. Damoclés was his favorite
citizen. c¢. Damoclgs said that kings are very lucky. d. He wanted to brag to Damoclés.

What was Damocl@s’ reaction to the invitation?

a. Herejectedit. b. He was happy. c. He invited Dionysius to his house instead. d. He
was embarrassed.

How did Dionysius treat Damoclgs at the dinner?

a. He humiliated Damoclés. b. He forced Damoclés to watch him show off his wealth.

c. He treated Damoclés well and gave him gifts. D. He purposefully didn’t serve Damoclgés

dinner.

What is the best translation of ubi in line 8?

a. Where b.When c.With d. What

Why was Damocles worried during the dinner?

a. There was a sword held above him.  b. He might embarrass himself in front of the king.

c. His plot to kill Dionysius might not work.  d. His son is dying.

What is the tense of suspiciébat in line 10?

a. Present b.Imperfect c.Perfect d. Future

Which of the following was NOT offered in an attempt to console Damoclés?

a. Food b.Wine c. Fancy clothing d. A laurel wreath

What part of speech is levare in line 127

a. Noun b. Infinitive c. Adjective d. Adverb

What is the best translation of “rem nunc intellego!” in line 13?

a. I’mnow intelligent! b. I sailed to a nearby place! c. I believe it now! d. Now I

understand!
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39. What is the lesson Damoclés learned at the end of the story?
a. Kings have many concerns. b. Being a king is fun and easy.  c. The war in his
country must end.  d. Kings are bad dinner hosts.
40. What is the case of ciirae in line 14?

a. Nominative b. Dative c. Genitive d. Locative

Passage IV

lupus agnam vidit. agna € flimine bib&bat. lupus agnam consiimere voluit et causam
quaerébat. lupus, quamquam super agnam stabat, agnam ita acciisavit:

“ti aquam confundis. aqua nunc est lutea. ndon possum bibere.”

“qud modd ego aquam confundere possum?” respondit agna; “nam ego aquam vix libd;
et ti super mée stas.” 5

deinde lupus “proximd annd,” inquit, “tli patrem meum vituperavisti.”

“tunc,” inquit agna, “non vivébam.”

“ti optime respond@s,” inquit lupus, “sed t&€ nihilominus constimere intendd.”

agna- lamb

lutea- muddy
vix— hardly

96. What did the /upus want to do to the lamb?
a. Eatit b.Talktoit c.Befriendit d. Trick it
97. What did the lupus accuse the agna of doing in line 3?
a. Drinking all of the water  b. Blocking the flow of the river  c. Dirtying the water
d. Ruining the river bank
98. What is the best translation of qué modo in line 4?
a. Why b.How c.What d.When
99. How did the agna disprove the second accusation of the lupus in line 7?
a. Itwasn’talive b. Itdidn’tlive in the same forest at that time  c. It doesn’t remember
doing that  d. It wasn’t strong enough
100. What is the best translation of nihilominus in line 8?

a. Notyet b.Never d.Already d. Nevertheless



