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PROEM

Tuaere is but one form of human enslavement more
villainous and more detestable than the chains of the
tyrant or the shackles of the despot, and that is the
enslavement of the human mind under ccclesiastical tyr-
anny, whose cowering and crouching vietims at the
erack of the priestly lash are driven from the cultiva-
tion of their own intelligence, from the custody of their
own thoughts, from the guardianship of their own sotils,
and who, like whipt dogs, trembling and whining n
abject submission at the feet of the oppressor, lick the
very hand that wields the lash. I’m well aware what
a thankless task it is to attack the established order of
things, theological, political or ethical, for in my long
life I have often heard raised the old ery in different
form: Great is Diana of the Ephesians! but T make

no excuse or apology for my little book.
If it shall turn a single man or woman away from

the old path of Superstition, for so many centuries
beaten hard and smooth by the tread of millions of poor

tired human feet pressing forward in the dust of out-
worn ecclesiastical  props > that line the way in search

of something they never can find, I will be satisfied.
I owe this dear country something for my enjoyment

all these vears of the priceless privilege of liberty and

my

the pursuit of happiness, and this be my gift to
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As he turned fmfn the a]i:a.rT a great crowd of geo-

s, AUGUTS) choristers, thurifers, train-bearers and

ihyz Jike swarmed out and fell upon their knees. The
sately sacerdote ntove(.l away, with his head of Apollo
high in the air, his right hand uplifted, with thumb
and first and second fingers extended, his superb seal
ring bearing 2 Jove's hcm:] .upon it glistening in the
dim light. The crowd of ministrants followed him forth
in dead silence.

When they had disappeared, the Christian priest
made a sign to the soldiers to fall back, and taking out
from under his gown a small silver vessel containing
water and an aspersorium, he besprinkled the top and

' sides of the altar, muttering prayers the while, and then
with many wavings of the hand, which the soldiers

mtched half shamefacedly, he sank upon his knees, the
stains of the last sacrifice scarcely dry upon the
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(§)
extract of the Miraculous, and vary Stl‘m\wth
mixture to suit powers of resistance of lomli?\r.. £,
This is the recipe that has been in use fl‘m;] &
beginning of time and it may be justly termeq a sm %3'
When Jove was first set up in business as a deuy f-s(‘qﬁe.

. : - o T
that is, as the absorber of many smaller gods, } " n,

iy
to be altogether too harsh a remedy for the peoph‘:‘L{\
]

whom it was administered. Prometheus undertgg) i |

task of reforming him. It was a severe "tl"lggle, h:;

Prometheus succeeded admirably and eventually ta,

Jove one of the grandest, noblest and hOﬂCStest.gnds Ii.

that the world has ever seen. The same th_ing hap ‘,
pened with Jahveh, the Jewish god. Before the Chyis. \
tians could accept him, he had to be completely mqq. ':
over, severely disciplined, stript of many of his old hgy. |

its and put under bonds as to his future behavior, Then H‘
he was rechristened Jehovah. :

* Allah likewise, as first designed by Mahomet was not
at all acceptable to the Arabians. The god-maker was
given very plainly to understand that radical changes
must be made in the character, attributes and preten-
sions of Allah in order to make him acceptable to the
peqple; This was done, and to-day a hundred million
human beings answer to his call for prayers.
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Jd active than he was. For instance, we may ask:

the gods of old, the gods of mighty Egypt,
Osiris, Apis, Orus and their crew,

qnder whose reign the arts and sciences achieved such
¢ as even now to astound the world? Where is
ibi's-hﬁﬂded Thoth, jackal-headed Anubis, the “ lackey
of the gods of his day as Mercury was of his? Where
are these old, old gods, from whom Moses pilfered his

f mystical lore? All dissolved into finer

kuoﬁ;IEdgG o
and more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and

slaves who worshipped you.

0 ye gods, j'e gods, whether ye sit on great white
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thrones resting on no mo
4 summer cloud, or whether ye r
vaults of dusky Hades, ye must some day, some day, g0

down to your tWili_-ght and to your eternal ni ght!

ay ask too: Where is Jove, magnificent Jove,
Je gentleman * under whose superb reign the
) its dizziest heights of art, literature,
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other old gods have gone into eternal night, gods who
were once contemporary with him, and even more power-
ful and active than he was. For instance, we may ask:
Where are the gods of old, the gods of mighty Egypt

Osiris, Apis, Orus and their crew,

under whose reign the arts and seiences achieved such
results as even now to astound the world? Where 15
ibis-headed Thoth, jackal-headed Anubis, the * lackey ™
of the gods of his day as Mercury was of his? Where
are these old, old gods, from whom Moses pnltued his
knowledge of mystical lore? All dissolved into finer
and more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and
s]avcs who worshipped you.

O ye gods, ye gods, whether ye sit on great white
thrones resting on no more substantial foundation than
a summer cloud, or whether ye reign in the Tartarean
vaults of dusky Hades, ye must some day, some day, go
down to your twilight and to your eternal mght'
And I may ask too: Where is Jove, magnificent Jove,
| vine gentleman  under whose superb reign the

est he;ghtg of art, hterature

to-dayﬂ:nevety mouldand
5 el -h_‘-, dai
L11TL Aonde from the speit o Bt hendps

To sha.re no more in our mortal strife 1%
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i of France!

o« establishment > has existed within hep 15
sourse of time, it spread to every nook and eq r:erdu:-
the land permeated every stratum of life from the hi (;x-
ost to the lowest, no crack or erevice escaped it. gIt
stood in the hovel, mn the home, in the castle, in the
palace. Man opened and closed his eyes on the crucifix.
Childhood’s tiny hands told off its beads. Cowled mm-ﬂ:;s
and dark-garbed nuns and sisters were here, there and
everywhere. The priest made choice of school books:
1o morsel entered human mouths without the sign of the
eross.  The trembling wretch listened to his sentence of
death often for unsubstantiated accusation, beneath the
shadow of the bleeding Prince of Peace nailed to his
beam. Kings and princes trembled at the anathema of
Rome. From cradle to grave, the priest, the eternal
priest was in power, the guardian of thoughts and con-
sciences. He knew all, saw all, excused, approved or
! 1 all, hat was the result of this reign
a0t better say, of this mad and ur
. i .mp EV@T}' otha human

- o in that god-fa"vared land

L/

bk : = ast i awWa
li&daY'WﬂS born out of wedlock. But at last an g
‘ing has come. Superstitinn has been h)}k\/
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How man,
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for surely
po one Jould feed upon the conseernted food, save him-
lf. Inour day of more refined Superstition, the con-
‘«\"!‘ﬂh‘d wine that is left over must be drunk by the
;t\iuislr.-mt. Now you 111'%’ in a position to understand
+hy the odor of the roasting flesh of lamb and kid was
w}’l"““‘i“g to Jahveh, and why Goethe makes Mephisto
.sssurt‘ Faust that the church hath power to digest any
kind of offering. And mark well that, while primitive
man’s abject fear in the presence of Nature’s convulsions
was pcrfe(‘t]y natural, yet the suht.lt: and ever illcrcas.—
ing encouragement of his Superstition l')y the “ medi-
cine-man and his * successors and asmgrfs » was the
first act of human tyranny that was destm(fd to take
on such vast strength and colossal proportl.ons as o
crowd the crowned and sceptrcd. despot quite out of
business. And now, even in this free ]if.nd of ourﬁ,
where Liberty sits enthroned in superb majesty and the

rights of man ?re gm:en :clea:('igo‘;}ettt;:: g();m:‘ a;ze:r?::t,
| llt_., ;- : ands of assistants, curates, ea-
" L o i . and presbyters stand ready
&t to loosen their hold upon e
e b + different words: -Great }s
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cal, when the sacerdotes, a4 4 i
a8 they do in their

ctly log! nendati i
fec Jaily commendation of thejy god as

s “ omnipo-

- AR ¥ [ I)
o oledge him (of course for value rece:
A g ue received) ag safe

aid qure to be che;1ded UPOH in any emergency, why
;houl g not the poor French.men have treated their go;l
) the same Way as .the Afln"can savages do theirs when
pe Jeaves them 11'{ the lur?h' m a pitched battle against
i n-éighboring tribe, to wit: tie ropes around the necks
f their idols and drag them through the filth and mud
ond mire to punish them for not doing their duty and
iving up to representations made by the medicine men?
Possibly the sacerdotes sometime in the near future may
be forced to say of the proclaimed attribute of omnil;—
otency as the proprietors of storage warchouses do of
the words “ Absolutely fireproof,” that they are not to
be taken as a guarantee but as being ““ merely descrip-

| tive.”
| : * * * * % ¢

alm

“ Alas, poor mortals, how ye did cudgel your brains,
in your attempts to make your gods worthy of the name.
Homer, in the Iliad, makes the wounded Mars roar like
ten thousand ordinary men, so that both Greeks and
i | n a wounded god
Even Minerva is
at when she puts
enough to fill the

Possessed of the idea that a god must be of
‘ n the ¢

uld, ¢ we find that when Moses g’ \/
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the rock and Jahveh walked by, he COVereq
one hil“d, 50 t-}l%l.t “’Ollld Inﬂ,kc him a_b()ut thi; ()SQii

] el

tall. The statue of the Olympian ove by P}?‘§i‘ ‘?:: II j:’ﬂ‘
of the wonders of the world, wag thirty_ﬂ‘,e lidl“s, “{h ﬂ_‘or’tf
from its base. This seems to have been about the Cigh | an®
ard height of gods. As a god Jahyel Was v tong, | jer ]
never to let Moses see his face. In the blll‘nincarefm |L s :
he only showed his back, and, as he walked gy, gj L buc
the cleft in the rock, Moses was directed tq be Sati:;m _ th_m
with a rear view. When the Greek gods Mingleq w':[d ',' tlf
mortals, they were often recognizable by the Wonderful ! (;0
luminosity of their eyes. Telemachus, in his firgt intey \ ‘;i
view with Minerva, suspected at once that the Strang, 1i \
was a god, but he could not tell which one jt was. Virg) | I
had a notion that you could tell a goddess by her wa | q
To give an idea of sublimity to Jahveh the Jews yey | |

wont to make use of expressions well calculated to iy

press the superstitious minds of the people, such as:

He maketh the clouds his chariot; he walketh on the
wings of the wind; at his voice of thunder the very
waters flow up the mountain sides: he looketh on th
earth and it trembleth; he toucheth the hills and they
smoke, and so on ad lib.

Father Jove wraps the gigantic manes of Hel'('f'ﬂes
i a cloud and bears him away from earth in a four
horse chariot. —

Jahveh, in translating Eliiah. mad i
of ﬁl'ea.nd horses of o and w A
by means of 5 whirlwind. Jove sent his eagle aft
beautifu] boy Ganymede, which snatched him awb

the very midst of his playfellows on Mount Ida- \ o520, |
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L put more 1 . : > lifted to the stars wer
0 _ be voat |,mu_~tm-!.m'.~; of the human race, such as A -_
d | pracits the pure and lovely daughter of Themis, goddes:
L L = l:‘,s
\ fustice and Law, counsellor of Jove hims
ast Jove himse . "
i of « of innocence and purit ras i,
! soddess © : Yy, was removed from the
o2 T ¥
wickcd world and placed by Jove among the stars as
” 3 2 “ " A = L&
The Virgin. Cadmus the mventor of letters and

| Virgos
| HGI'CUICS the slayer of monsters that oppress man were
' v ekars 4 R} Ml = = =
JJ50 lifted to the stars. This system of deification of
mortals 88 prac’clscd by Jehovah, the reformed and
etherca]izcd Jahveh, under and by direction of his sacer-
dotes, has been and is the mere encourager of Super-
ces to mankind are here the moving

Not servil
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long-continued prayer. One of these instances
on Stylites of the 5th century, who remained
\e top of a column ex-
To deseribe the horrid
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depth of Superstition to which his worshippers s

their baleful ignorance would defile any decent Page-

Alover of his kind can only emit & groan of despair.

?}br'ihas the hand of the new world been listless of 1dle

b t of theotecture. During the Tol
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. ots. was in existence at the
ul'll".." l“fi.p:;::.fh:”‘:7::&; of cruelty (_.‘.01'1’:-;’ t:ll_:: of th 1:0’1]1;’{
flrll::‘:if }::-.«:t taken to be th.t.- 'I‘oItcf: messial, ; n(,wr_ll; U 1'1510‘,6
from his white skin, for his smoking and ﬂm“ing ;:ﬂ l:ﬂ the
of a heart was not visible. T-hc god Taot] was at ?l ;I-.en‘:‘o]
head of this theocorp, with thirteen assistant Zods nm cioﬂf'
two hundred inferior deities, under the Commgyg i fm’fu
their frightful Mars, Huitzilopochtli, COmpareq : calle
whom the Greek god was a calf-eyed infant of tendey. 05
ness. Iven highly civilized peoples like their gods te,. ' ﬂﬂ 5
rible in threat and execution. But some will exclaim __ dred
for, with a strange incongruity in his nature, man, ¥
though a liberty-loving creature, yet rather tha, do the
his own thinking and bear himself the cares of state, entl
clings to the very yoke that his oppressor lays upon his tiot
neck — Why is it that there are so few eries of nescio are
deos! or
In addition to the reason above stated there are many P o
.others: The sacerdotes have so corrupted human nature |
that at the least show of indifference or contempt the Wi
priest balances anathema in his hand like Father Jove § o
¢l

ready to cast a bolt, and the parson threatens eternal
damnation. Then again, man’s ever present distrust
of woman’s virtue comes in. No matter to what horrid
depths of Superstition so-called religion may descend,
he calmly adds: Tt is good for them, women need such
a shoe on their wheels in the stee escents of life. And
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the scheme of a new god over in his mind for i
This 1s nothing. From the a6, of twe]ve ;
thirty, eighteen years, the “ man of sorrqwsg » br(,odta
over his idea. odg
: Naturally the people o £ Avabis. didns e S
new religion. They were in many senses a learned peo.
ple, good astronomers, good alchemists, good ol
maticians.  But Mahomet was a fighter, and he forey
it down their throats at the point of the sword, Aft&
his vietory, his solemn pilgrimage to Mecca was a mgs. |
terstroke. Allah was seated on his shadowy throne, and
to-day counts his followers by the millions. In formine
his fheocorp,g too, Mahomet displayed the hi ghestolﬂer
of theotectic talent. In a land where it only rains e
year or so, with vast stretches of parched sandy deserts,
e taore de]ightful than a promise that m the n&ﬂ‘.
world there should be fountains and green trees galore?
and further, in a land much given to concupiscence and
'hat more entrancing outlook than a heaven
tender and loving, with eyes

O {
SV it == ,-:- :_n-ichl..\._- o

years.
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fab oard of managers; :
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wrth of bodies to receive them. These are
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1o homunculi the recipe of Celsus, but the
real things such,
ured in the heave

and under
consisting of old father Adam,

and other

according to
no doubt, :
nly workshops of J ahveh him-

s were in the olden time

manufact
silf. Later Jesus 1s to sh
d there is to be a temporal kingdom astab-

lished somewhere here on earth. The very latest excur-
sion of the human imagination into the bright fields of
Theotectics has resulted in the ostablishment of a very
ﬂ“’“f'is!ﬁng system of hagiopathy, commonly known as
;::;h:;lsscﬁicience, WhiC}{ is compacted one ha]fp.m.my

rth of Science and an - 1tolerable deal of Superstition.
Qﬁmtunms uPoBG@ﬂt‘lrles there }}as t.)eeu a system
nany of ;‘]l:';l"‘l@" 1".:?“““ ﬂ’lﬁ £@y scientific fact tbat
&ce, hut gre thl ‘"‘ ich ﬂtrshils 11011’. to have no real exist-
ind gpe g result of morbid nervous

are his power with these

“saints,” an

con

av. at times, almost mira




Q44 SUPERSTITION

cured by ** shoek,™ “'Hu;.:gvslinn * or prayep 8edor .-!-“.“1,
ied by implicit faith in the so-called healey, g, ,‘nd ;
Naturally the founder or founders of this Faiy) 1 :-a-bl

no use for the Old Testament, for the Jewsy nmh.lrhml ;i:‘f I
rule of Jahveh, were very fond of a @ood Purge ,‘}"‘ l,lh::i
dose of bitter herbs. So far as Jahveh was ('.(]l;l(‘(\]-}r 8 mﬂ
these scientists simply reduced him to o Mmere :Lh;f]:.m' b
tion. The most filmy and cobwebby  summey el-oﬂm Pl
wrung out and hung up to dry in the sun, Wmﬂdu{}‘ |
more existent than the god of these new Christiang P (l de
yet with the courage of ignorance they say t]'lat’ g{l)(l Y
is love. ¢ | \fitl
Now, love being a phase of consciousness (the onl |
absolutely real thing, all else being mere postulate)s of 1 d
better said, a state of sympathetic attraction betWeel; 1 o
two consciousnesses, to apply to it the term < god.» Lo

which can never be more than a mystic paraph, is wij.
fully to substitute a theory for a condition — the infal-
lible symptom of the presence of bacillus sacerdotalis.
Love we know and we can almost say amo, ergo sum,
It is profitable to us even from a selfish standpoint; |
but god — outside of the lord’s prayer so called, has
never been known to give a crust to g beggar or a
spoonful of milk to a kitten, not that many, very many
spoonfuls of milk have not been given to kittens in god’s
name,

Poor, simple-minded, unsuspecting goodman of the
house of humanity, he never suspects the trick that is
everlastingly being played upon him by the sacerdote. -

In the name of the prophet. Figs! But it is hardly
fair for these “ sei iibute their miraculous
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Eddy or one of her PriQStOssQS ]ni{,h(tu:-'ll.t, .].u,u.i, a8 Mrs,
ng suppliant with a copy of « Sr:uuz 1‘5”“55 o suffer-
with directions to ¢ yead it.” hice and Health »

It is not at all to be supposed that Jesus

self up with any particular satisfaction t‘(:lzlgm{: 1111.:1-
of hea.-ling sick people; but it is one of ﬂ_mlef'?)l.'::mtlm,—
in which 2 god can give, to the minds of‘ tl'm(‘:o -“'fl'\.i
le, who are always the first to interest thcni;:;]:;

k wity

peop
in a bran
Nilly-willy he must play the physician, and that, too,

without hire, for the common people are always frugal
- . = o°
in paymng for mere advice. But these cures soon become

a valuable asset in the possession of a

god who is determined to Jeave a Tec
and Jesus made the most of it. When the doubters from
> him, he simply said

the opposition camp began to qu

to them: You go and tell John what you have seen and
heard, how the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are

cleansed, the déaf hear and the dead are caised. O puo.l":
Wretched children of humanitys is this tth‘e l;o:: t:;t:i\‘g(tnh:

o ears before 5T
= you? Hundreds Oil.] :vmhlf‘i’ nnd more PO&I"

oldey :
der gods had given you muc

d-new divinity, assura  his
Ys nce of his godhead.

ny god or half-
ord behind him,
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tive assurance of tlye

ar divinity, A potis

h_;‘i;.
Ceres with her agriculture, Bacchis i My,
Minerva with hey wisdom, Juno with o S Wity
. ’ IV
Mercury with his commerce, Veniis withy oo 4. 0,
¥ 3 PR o
the Muses with their ars, > g
Are ye, children of hlmmnify, to be foreyey Rrichas
first by one god and then by another, wit) s1.. 3
24 i s (A& Fasypy I'l'l‘({
. . el ey
of sacerdotes ]l\-'mg upon you, rL::ui‘\' with a ¢

Vessing i
if you tiyew AWy

you will pay for it, or with curse
from their altars in contempt? T capnet thimlk ! Ty
day must be near at hand when you shall rige jy —
wrath and drive out Superstition from VORg :
as you have driven out tyranny :
human slavery from your fair land, whose hige ek
spangled with the stars of Liberty was never intendid
by your fathers to cover any other than a free gad
enlightened people, in whose minds and heart< degmad-
ing ignorance or baleful Superstition should never gud
a lodgment.

* J ¥ * * #

Ir "o.mplm
and dee‘pm&;':%m ami

In all god-systems, from the very earliest stages of

their evolution, there is a strongly marked tendency fo
construct a theocorp, so
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the Jews, who always took good care to P!
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among Hl[ppy}‘”.

~ment
5 eme

PeOples

R Jav y .
2 ™ g notions of winge s |
2 heit B iy, Thes Bed creatyrg, g, "'Bht 4y,
':", ]ul'liﬂ.ﬂ cap s I Jal s grl.“‘l'ly enric} M the 1 I'.I”J
¥ g 4 ° S s YAty
U t.l".uislll"gh? and Jahveh Proceede| : d theip el t_.’
S 18 L) g s i A
fthem and there 1s no bettey Proof Iute Z005¢) .
e ) =
1 O pite Genesis than upon drivi that M, %
pot ¥ per ] Ving Aday €3 did
o h Mo hofor Il ¢
ls ¢ fden Jahveh, long before }e Bcquired t;ml Eve ont
: 1 o ) . X -0 Ehe
it o place cherubim ” at the cast of o M 1S mage
€ garde
- and

4 arrange ﬂam‘mg sword, apparently Rora
he All this 18 seemingly an exaggerated precayt; VIng one,
against POOF Adam; but it must be borne iﬁ pe tz e

nm thut

iy

g he was between thirty-five and forty feet in he:

ch ture, were hexapterous. With one pair he __gi,i ;r e
d were never any creatures of the female sex allol;ve(iel:e
ad the Jewish theocorp — covered his face, with the seco in{
0- pair he covered his feet and with the third he perf nrmI:d
nd aviation.

Later the Jewish theocorp was enriched with a simpler

torm of winged beings denominated in the Septuagint

i aggeloi, messengers. Father Jove had had his mes-
sengers (Dios ¢ggeloi), and the Greek translators ap-

¢ propriated the term, just as they took hundreds of
(s others which afterwards became famous, ¢. g ecclesi-

gma, eucharist, pres

o § astic, baptize, Christ, episcopal, do
er, ete.  Unlike many of the winged creatures of
ﬂﬁ@l mpian theocorp, such as the rosy boy-god Bres
vith his haby wings, the exquisite Psyche Vith 17 e
’damty I‘ns with her rainbowv—tinteddptgg;:
- of the gods,” with p¢ :

tasus an
i, the a8 8¢

a “heaven-kissing D e
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core male beings of gregt g

1Q {

Ly v i ax

) tholog} _ - . Top |

Jewish s evidenced 1M the c“tdl-'cLS'cate}, St Jf»il‘
statur® - - oel. who, after g “Ca .

and ° acob and an angel PP . = l‘mg Struggln : eqfll

. 3 4 2 - .
he{wﬂJ cob’s thigh out of joint. John the g {;_-Q‘ had
threw lJ- s and thougz-mds of angels roung b It |08
. t 10115: : e P 1~ Qu #
nc-stf ol heard their YVoICes. There wepe 3nge]t
the thr ready at a sign from Jahveh & ¥ o
- 1

of destructions
a4 city or & peo
er Jove's Jesser

sl from the face of the eart}, Li{]: |
¢

3 250 o -
gods these angels had lummom e

;i: od often nppﬂilmd to mortals, .and n ViSimm Pﬂ!
were’SC‘i‘n descending from, ;m(:]‘ ascenfh.ng to, he&\'en, 1
But now that the children of Superstition are obligeq Gr
to find a higher location than Hlt: banks of mist g m-ile e
or so above the carth’s surface, it would naturally b, iy
ridiculous to expect angels to come as often as fnrmeﬂy’ an
their visits being now “short and far between,” a4 h
likely to cease altogether as education and enlighten. It
ment destroy the poisonous miasmata that have drifted
over our land from the Mediterranean stew-pan of 50
ignorance and Superstition. i
As has been the case in all eelestial regions so called, o

inhabited by whole gods, half gods, angels winged and i
unwinged, and monsters compacted of half human, half '
beast, or whole beasts such as John the seer describes,
having seven heads and ten horns, with a tail strong
enough to knock one-third of the stars out of the"
Settings' and tumble them down tg)ﬁ earth cl . ..
o, G, wh sppens Sal :
Fhere..fwgs- “ war in heaven,”-.:
chael leading i angelie cohor

a”()’(.'rl\' q A = YL
o s ;lt: : - ! ¢
A h‘rlng worsted and east out mnt

he ear?”
e
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3 moed Jude el - 24
| n ""‘lll{'l' ni el ol n COnfed bet
! | AN g, "¢
Al mnd gertatn (It s and how he loseled ) i
q1 4 )
l:lh” Il. @ chainss and how Lhis
! J1ites
apli® s
o gispute W

h:ltl :

Bl | I with

M Q nre VL g \I

4 . ) {74 Michaue

th Satan m rvelation to the “y ;l'“"
SRTTR0NY, (of

\I[l“ll".' 1 [ i” Ilitl ('(}”i‘.l'.“ “i!l ]“ L
‘ e 8 1 “.i-l] A I f(*
!]l s A ]f}\'( P '[l'-“!.i

: Prowt aye o _ -
| feud was stirred up among the divinities, Fow
v > e . A
ho! . Jove was 1 his wrath bent upon ‘l“-“i'l‘tiying il
Lo ne
of mortals. As the great Grecek dramatist
2 Every one that has new-acquired power is stern

its it I S S ot
plwhell the (_;hl-;gt](l]lb mugh[, .’r_o destroy the gods of
y taking over the Jewish mythology en bloe

(Greece . . ]
they P’mc&ded to make some very considerable changes
) ; e
i the component parts of the theocorp. The cherubim
nd seraphim did not appeal to them. A being with

ihree pairs of wings was not very lovely to look upon.
It had too much the appearance of a gigantic insect.

The first radical change in the theocorp was to do
omething that very naturally would prove to be posi-
tively abhorrent to the Jewish monotheistic idea, to wit,
mot only admitting the son and a mysterious being vis-
e only to human eyes in the shape of a white dove
ifo the theocorp, but introducing a woman (the
mther) as Queen of Heaven, and filling the sacred
Precincts with swarms of female angels. Of course, as
itimated by Jesus, there was not as in Olympian myth-
tlogy any cohabitation between the male and female
gels, No one seems to know how they increased or

Fh'em the great numbers of baby angels came from,

o congtite in the skilful manipulation of the sacer”

1[4} . * . ~.
"MES, S
wevengelists and preachers 5f all denominations
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30 irresistible means
 the great and irvesistible means tq an _
, of the s your i ;M
on - the minds of the young out into the Poison,
15 v ;

perstition. O shame! O bu"l'ling shay
_ Shaggy

(‘nd

purnil

s of Su
astures ¢ : | ; i)
3 must it go on forever:

Wil it, can : S e
—— the human soul was.slow. The
tl;,z . man set up were only satisfied whey theiy
altars were wet with human blood, the warmer t}s Mope
officacious. To please the god of the Aztecs the Vietiy
was laid close to the altar so that his heart coulq
placed, still palpitating, thereupon. Siva, the thiy
person of the Hindu trinity, exacted human sacrifies
by crushing under wheels of juggernaut. Both Father
Jove and Jahveh were not averse to human sacrifices,
Both mythologies show that Jews and Greeks had well
defined notions of its efficacy. At the last moment
Diana relented and saved the life of Iphigenia when the
knife was at her fair throat. Jahveh, too, relented as
Abraham had already piled the wood of the burnt offer
ing upon his son; but the glib manner in which he
directed Abraham to take his only son, whom he loved:
and offer him for a burnt offi i fself.
But in the case of J cphtl
@ god should do, and et ]
this virgin’s blood.
pleasure in these bloog
;o oy the hewing 4
L6 mor to saye (7,
the hottest by,

g(rds

I
Bods sy uman sacrl e

l'_. S
These © sacrific® (—
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wilh . gy no hinn, _
L I LA A TR Pine Lo those an *"IHL!

s S i .

il:ll‘ w
] lta»’..\' L{,"l_
\.|||' 1]]1- !"”11

thurifep wags his
odor, .

T L
" el y thrones™ that e doeg -
|

ol s 01

lm»iinnlllll‘ fy simother the sickening

the olden ime, and the

' | l.?lh-]- 1
iy ol the sl boast took bhis . the

| Bt il
Jove and I'"‘I“"“I" *”"" the (%l‘t'vinn and Roman :-;t:r-r11r;
Imkwl fhene tongues ”.'i“ ”"""' cheeks as they ]n't_'-h-::rl‘_-cl
to in’-l"“" the entrails, while Jahveh’s priests stood
by o see whoether he would deign to accept the offering
h:" lneily kitking o bolt from his arsenal to signif'y h;::
pl\'unlll‘t‘.

Now, now, there are no more left-over dainty bits for
the priest s but the latter feels that his vel'y‘lcxist(-m-e
lis in the degree of fervor that he can excite in the
hoarts of the prostrate worshippers. And so the old
world wags on, the poor wretch of a Hindoo sweating
at the wheel of his praying machine, the Mussulman
prosteating himself at the call of the muezzin, the mum-
bing and anxions Romanist shifting the wooden balls
of lis rosury with trembling fingers, and the calm and
placid Protestant half kneeling and with but partially
wvered fuee telling his god what a  miserable sinner
I‘f‘ it~ which he doesn’t believe himself, and begging
l;:"‘ o save his soul whatever he may do with the others.
u‘;;:}):;:' Hiu Ihe t)ff'tt|'}i:i1'1g of sacriﬁce' t(f the ‘8“’.‘15’ ’2“1
o selfishiness is its mother, and in its turn it bega
"-W"-“ﬁ@n- with ignorance for the mother.

man Bt KL for o moment what vile and des-
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"“t)'. ple uses he would pt h_iﬁ gt.‘rt'l to, were he jie? P(:‘,
i::::- h.im by ,1-;1:‘.4_:1‘ L partsceps = murder am-;l'hie 0 litlfﬂ o,
;;,;.—;i'iml% ally 10 Illlqlll[‘.(flls .wz:.r, Opl-”-'C.SS'lon ik Ay 0 / pe!
;‘nvv]‘ in unthinkul_:ly villainous deceit, tre&chfﬂla}"; i li'sﬂvt
bhimncr}'; colleague and zealous stand-by in the kA i"PFisc 4
ror and fury of every so-called holy war. Fosm‘gh‘ -déég,;ﬂ.ﬂ '
apply for assistance to a Power, which is so 0; Us }fﬂ JJo
creation and which we have under th Viougl, il ﬂ;g’t‘e

€ Subt), of? fjd

of our oWl
guidance an
Jubbed ¢ super
Jatter-day silversmi
aent to shou
gical, s0 ridic

d minatory prompting of the sac

human,” and at the command erdote 11‘1‘1“'B p

ths must stand l'eady at aof._th@_se s?ilf)res
t: Great is Diana of th SN gt Lt

¢ Ephesign, B 0 -1

Slang| nep” .

any mol
ulous, so plamly a
part of a pg, “,_c]ieg’g-_

is so illo
scheme to preserve intact certain fees
S, perquisi =
emoluments, that one wonders how sel,f—fesquml.tes- ang -B‘“?W
rational human beings can still be held d:::ﬁtl:g: and  jote 11:
o these Jf 108
dﬂﬂﬂd u

appeals to & deity.
Of course, we may expect anythi
_ ? 3 ything fr o ' :
mind W}.len it has been for centurie% so‘:lr(le;h::"_l_mam tn ;gi_ﬂﬂﬂ
godden in the stewpan of Superstition and :1eb e.ePed_,_ |Ediher y
by promises of a certain and sure entry after de _?Ptihed nmatt
a pays de Cocagne. r death into W leis
But 1 :
ut in the name of enlightened humanity — as free

{f; ;Ion:: the oppressor’s gyves as we are from the binding
rece(frdotfh h: o deCQderlt —=lebuls Spread it ﬂ?ﬂﬂ- the
dithaitsne
beings. o not belong to such a class of human
We hav
il ili? ot far enough as it is. What
hum hese “ prayers,” these appeals t
t 1311 power bE) -f’Or h&lp? Wh&t ypeve
rickle of hvpo. S V hat d it be
. h BCT]Sy, Soakin g _.,‘

has beenth&l
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g \ . vigy ey Flesas T ong bl I
B eationss 7S ave foreed Lo L
at < flout Lhe 9 One | 11 l t“"l\
yiac thenl. . o angd chast: Mg o i Nyl
.;‘"'i_ Avagts logical | § SUISe tligy ¢ 0they
\fru""“ e o - his g s B4 dony 4y
. . ‘or ; A : 8 i)
‘gige for them. T ped . e
of ,!“‘i‘; ts, to tl | At debayl "elligene,
aasllects, to the gl 11O ; SHENmMe
e ll‘t‘. ‘ . slarmg l)t‘ltnl]mll ent of Oly
L ignitys to the merciless | RNt of oup
B e b g ot of e g
. _pect, we do apologize ; S of oy
g\“,nr[. . } s 4L fl)] ”\L‘nl, \\‘, O OwWn
ere tlie
I8 ”'3i||

L) L‘ \1. () 1" :l i \ [ “' *
1 l““i l‘ lt‘( us, we \\'Ulil(‘ hlﬂ(l
4 our

i prd
'nt‘-“th his nose and cry him ey knuekle
({4 " L & g L] :
« cheat ” and *° impostor.” 8 fraud» 44
what must we do now : e
But it the biddine of tl
D 1¢ ﬁ;l{.k.l,‘

r to save the credit of this « g
5 7 omnipotent

e 1N orde
u as S 1k 16
who has so tricked us, led us on and the \
N aban-

dote
being
joned US to th
over the misfortunes of a fellow creat
Teature?

e contumely of a world, only too ready
to gloat 3
Either we must take the entire blame upon ourselves —
no matter how SHCI'Cd our cause to us — or ery out that
he is punishing us for our sins or the sins of our fathers,
and W |

Or, we
the sign of the sa
fritely: His ways are P
of this world is foolishness with
me yet will T trust him whom he lov ‘
thebattle is not to the strongs; it is not m man to direc
hlﬂsteps, all nations before him are as nothmgs thou

{lerest unto ever y man according to 11:15 wmt:
a better mustmhon 0

e did not deserve his help!
must save his credit by bowing our heads at

cerdote and murmur humbly and con-
ast finding out; the wisdom
god though he slay
eth, he chasteneth:

the utter

o
here could not be
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i : £ that ™ effeminate ""“,r“"g of l‘“'\tlw." ol i
futility © atist terms it, than n our Civil Wa g th 4 I'iﬂk
Greek dret le was the South’s, they were g, " ""t-t #
_-.vniinwnht].*"‘:t;d we had ten to their one, ]g:‘lrnu fon ""‘ll‘l
”,pi!‘ .hl)t.'I'f:: ;r(\ssiﬂll ”f \'il'gil"‘" Mr'?rrima_- rrn‘.n:"r }m Jﬂﬂ.
OUCBER, Inpplication it was here. The g, wmlnd v

+ = g ‘:‘_
most fitting J «d Jahvelhs altars wi Oy .
of the Southland deluged Jahvelh's altars wit), thei A Pblhh{

terest tears, and their deep-drawn sighs gatheryg hi. lhl’?v
BREH eSS

mist upon the stained-glass windows of his tt‘ml)llﬂ‘t W d
a mist Mpley.

hutting out the sunshine and rolling down iy ‘ll‘npo, wﬂ
sh " = 2 * 3 &r M
supplication, gracious enough to move a Moloel,, Th e !
b N

might as well have addressed them to the g ; dnl?} . #kc
an African savage. Poor sweet souls, they didy i |
and probably don’t know now tha"c gods follow anq Nevey
lead: and that they can’t help liberty when the tyrant
has the cannon of the longest range.

O my countrymen, why not be honest? [f ye could
but once free your souls from the grievous burde of
these Superstitions, ye would stand up refreshed g
strengthened like men who have shed the blight of some
bad disorder and again walk forth in the health and
sweetness of purged bodies and clear skins.

Would not it be a thousand times better to addres
your prayers to those who can hear them and be moved

by them, to those we love, to those whom we honor and
respect, to those who can lift us up and strengthen ws
with their thoughts and influences, to those who e
turn us away from the h gk |
to those who will pron
‘ﬂsto live for some
- The “Lord’s p

A
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i fleit and !!llti]i‘.;'”iil": tl”” ogether by an il b
: inking e nt Upon glorifying o oty "
) ".“il Jould e, upon the bettermant of '”f : and not,
[ “f ald onl Lhe bread of toil, 1t should ol Man
,J:u o attach o condition to h“””mm:r, hf‘? Zod-
ITZIVEeness

eo8 on i we ._f-_m".._m’ 3
plﬁ. htg on tll(’: Fil“ll‘ﬂ S aog’s, who puts all
his thouss e and hag none for the past

i
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¥ w Lead us not into temptation” might be addre

R Jdomon that haunts our pillow or our path ‘b:;ssc:;
: :so-called omnipotent god.  And the Drav;r shorllﬂd
3 3

of

toa k |

have ended:  And of thy power and of thy kingdom

ke us the glory.” ;
# #

% % % .

The more ignorant and degraded the human mind
it \, the more it cries after the miraculous, and from the

se’tbmg up of the first rude altar, unhewn and shapeless,

ﬂﬂi the gods have been unceasingly occupied, under the
ﬁ divection of the sacerdotes, either in comforting or
of § destroying their worshippers, destroying them by fire,
m § food, pestilence, famine and the play of thunderbolts:
wi § o Mfﬂrtmg them by an almost Pel'Petual show of
| yi in the daily walks of life. Man paid for
: ' rdotes were forced to keep up the

ns being « made on earth,” you may
s most of these miracles

diculou .
, mythology- In fact, m
1y so grand and P
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mati, I had g

Imost said *or C]"lild, who kngWB ﬂlﬂ,’ﬁ

to be arrested in its revolution for the %

the earth
part of a second, it would tﬁmb]g,_'_

Sand—mllllouth

the sun.
Dividing the waters of the Red Sea and m

dry path for the Jews to cross over to the ;
would have been rather a taking miracle had it ,
followed by one of the vilest and shabbiest tri
allowing the Egyptians to get ha,lf—way across
turning the waters back upon them. A god
always bear in mind that he is expected to b
human weakness and human passions.
In this respect Jahveh falls far below Eathe' Jove

As he says himself he is a “ jealous gad 7
have added, cmel revengeful and bloody
fact, a tribal god in every sense of the
to play some trick or stratagem upon th
the %Wehre tribes under his special gﬂldag;&es
1 i the f@ a%f a and

e






