
FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Joanne   Buchanan
Dear  extr aor dinar y member s of the Br ander mill Woman?s Club,
I  w r i te to you as the new  President, and I thank you for  the unique honor  of ser ving you alongside an 
enti r ely new  Executive Board! We have been meeting and buzzing via emai l, text, and phone cal ls 
since the day after  our  May luncheon.  The Board and the 
new  Committee Chair s hope to provide an exci ting year  
of surpr ises, oppor tuni ties for  fr iendship, some old 
standards, and the prospects of shar ing w ith each other  
and the community. My motto this year  is ?Hear ts in, 
Hands on,? as along w ith the Board and al l  of you, we 
seek new  ways to ser ve our  community through 
str engthened volunteer ism. We are a club of many 

talents, w i th women from all  
f ields of science, the ar ts, 
education, business, medicine, 
and for  many, the impor tant job 
of motherhood.  In addition to 
enjoying each other?s company 
through social interaction, let?s 
also look to working together  
outside of our  club activi ties.  
Just yesterday, f ive members ? Susan Morales, Michelle Scott, Donna Elder , 
Betsy Lew is, and I visi ted Crenshaw  Elementar y School, where we passed 
school supplies (donated by others) to students dur ing an Open House. I  
know  that we each felt upl i f ted to see those eager  smi les! 

I  hope your  summer  was magical, r estful, and al lowed you to explore new  
places w ith fr iends and family as you made new  memor ies.  I t was 
challenging to enjoy the usual summer  har vest of fr ui ts and vegetables w ith 
so many recalls and health notices. I  exper ienced my ow n food borne i l lness 
and do not w ish to r el ive those moments anytime soon. I  am optimistic that 
you and your  fami ly have been able to stay healthy this summer.  

Our  f i r st general meeting is just around the corner , and I welcome you to take 
the best seat in the house! I  hope that you can join us at 10:30 a.m. at The 
Brandermi l l  Church on Wednesday, September  16th. Doors w i l l  open at 
10:15!  Come in, grab a cup of coffee and a sweet snack or  two at our  
Hospital i ty table, (cont.)
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MEETING REMINDERS
Meet ings  begin  at   10:30

   No admit t ance before 10:00

Br ing  your   checkbook t o al l   meet ings!
        Dayt r ippers, special event s, raf f les,

happily accept  cash or checks.

 PARKING:   Pl ease  do  not   par k  in
   t he  f ir st   t wo   r ows  of   t he  chur ch. 

  We do not  want  t o int er fere  
  wit h Pre-school Pickups.

.

Schedul e f or
2026- 2027:

Sept 16
Oct 21
Nov 18

Dec 16 (Luncheon)
Jan 20
Feb 17

March 17
April 21

May 19 (Luncheon)
 

MEETING:
BRANDERMILL CHURCH

4500 MILLRIDGE PARKWAY  
MIDLOTHIAN, VA 23112

BRANDERMILLWOMANSCLUB.COM



chat w ith old fr iends,  greet a new  one, and stop by our  Membership table w ith your  checkbook. Dues 
remain at $35.00 this year.   

In Januar y 2027, we w i l l  celebrate our  50th Anniver sar y! Our  50th Anniver sar y Committee has been 
working for  over  a year  to make this awesome milestone a memorable and joyous one! Whether  you 
have been a BWC member  for  50 years, or  this is your  ver y f i r st year , we hope you w i l l  feel welcomed 
as an integral par t of our  celebration! Special speakers, lunches, gather ings, a Ball  (yes, a Ballroom 
Ball !), and other  r emarkable moments w i l l  be featured throughout 2027.  Please read the 50th 
Anniver sar y Committee?s ar ticle that includes notice of an off-si te meeting on Wednesday,  September  
23 for  more information!

Our  Daytr ippers? Event schedule, headed up by Carol ine Zong and Yvonne Ricciardell i  is shaping up to 
be a phenomenal year  as well ! Sign-ups w i l l  await you on September  16 for  several tr ips, including the 
ver y f i r st ? a char tered trol ley through the Hol l ywood Cemetery on October  28th.  Don?t be ?ghoul-able,? 

and go on any other  tour !  Take this one w ith your  BWC fr iends and enjoy the r ide and a ?to die for? 
lunch after wards. 

Did we miss your  bir thday?  Do you know  of a member  who is i l l  and would delight in a note of 
suppor t from the club? Mar ie Repp is our  Sunshine Chair  and she would l ike to know ! You may contact 
Mar ie or  myself , and I w i l l  pass i t on. 

I t is time to star t thinking about a char i ty where you have a par ticular  interest in r eceiving suppor t 
from BWC, as we w i l l  vote on a few  selectees in just a couple of months. I f  you have some ideas r ight 
now , please emai l them to me at jokayjul18@gmail.com.  In addition to these char i ties, we w i l l  
continue our  tr adi tion of providing at least two col lege scholar ships for  Clover  Hi l l  High School 
students. You w i l l  hear  more about that as the year  progresses from our  Scholar ship Committee. One of 
our  f i r st fundraiser s for  this w i l l  be held on Saturday, November  14 when we welcome crafter s and 
ar tists to par ticipate in our  Candy Cane Craft Festival (aka Maker?s Market). More detai ls on this w i l l  
fol low  at our  October  meeting and in the October  
CONNECTION.

Last, dear  membership, I  w ish to acknow ledge the loss of 
Diane Master s on July 28, 2026. Diane ser ved this club for  
many years and was Activi ty Chair  these last few  years. 
Diane opened her  home dai ly to club members for  games 
and discussion. Those closest to her  r emember  her  talent 
for  conversation, her  ?I?ve got this!? commitment, and 
her  love of animals, as Diane suppor ted several animal 
assistance organizations.

My w ish today is for  al l  of you to enjoy the r est of the 
summer  weather , stay well , and have a safe journey to 
our  meeting. Br ing a fr iend. Br ing a neighbor. Br ing your  
best self , because that is who you alr eady are! I  w i l l  close w ith this quote from Jane Austen, Nor thanger  
Abbey

"Ther e is nothing I  would not do for  those who ar e r eally my fr iends. I  have no notion of loving 
people by halves; it is not my natur e."  

Joanne
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 ?Oh No! I left my checkbook at home.?

Please r em em ber  your  checkbook  to 
enable you to pay m em ber ship dues, a 

Dayt r i pper s? event , or  t r y your  l uck  at  a 
r af f l e pr i ze!

As ever ,  Joanne



MEMBERSHIP
Michel l e  Scot t  
I w i l l  be the new  Membership Chair  for  the 
coming year. Diane Br idge w i l l  be my assistant 
behind the scenes. Our  annual dues are $35 and 
you can pay by cash or  check. I  look for ward to 
seeing old and new  faces in September. Enjoy the 
last lazy days of summer !
Questions?
Michelle Scott: mlscott1560@gmail.com -or- 703-798-4074

SCHOLARSHIps 
JO  HAYDEN 
In just a few  weeks, your  Scholar ship Committee 
w i l l  be col lecting your  dol lar s for  fun pr izes and a  
50/50 Raff le at our  September  Meeting to help our  
club and scholar ship contr ibutions grow !  Be sure 
to visi t the Scholar ship table before the meeting 
to make your  pur chase.  I f  you have questions, 
please be sure to ask!  We w i l l  be the women 
wear ing the festive green r ibbons that identi fy us 
as committee members!  See you soon and my 
f ingers are crossed that you w i l l  be a w inner !

On behalf our  your  Scholar ship Committee, 
Jo Hayden

Questions? 
Jo Hayden: johayden.hayden@gmail.com -or-  
804-763-9162

SUNSHINE 
mar ie  r epp
SEPTEMBER   BIRTHDAYS
Betty Bai ley, Lor i  Hobbs, Joanne Dyer , Robin 
Knouse, Kathy Gi lchr ist, El inor  Owen, Nancie 
Hamilton, and Mar ion Petraude.

Questions?

Marie Repp: 804.263.8649 -or- 
geraldrepp8704@comcast.net

PROGRAMS
CAROL STEARNS
Hello Ladies!

September  - This year  w i l l  begin w ith our  General 
Meeting on September  16th. No speaker  this 
month as we w i l l  have the oppor tuni ty to see old 
fr iends and make new  ones w ith a fun ice 
breaker ! We w i l l  be voting on the budget for  our  
new  year  as well . Get r eady to sign up for  some of 
the many Activi ties and Daytr ips offered. Please 
br ing a fr iend to join us this year  so we can 
continue to grow  our  club.

October  - Continuing w ith our  countr y?s 250th 
anniver sar y, our  October  our  speaker  w i l l  be Mr. 
James Tr iesler , Education Dir ector  for  The 
Virginia War  Memor ial. He w i l l  be speaking on 
the Amer ican Revolution and displaying 
interesting ar ti facts as well .  I f  time permits, Mr. 
Tr iesler  w i l l  also touch on the Civi l  War. 
Questions?
Carol Stearns: carols1995@gmail.com -or- 804-986-1265

dayt r ipper s
car ol ine   zong  &  Yvonne 
Ricciar del l i
I am Carol ine Zong, your  new  Day Tr ippers' 
Chair woman.  I t is my honor  to fol low  in the 
footsteps of Yvonne Ricciardell i , who led this 
group w ith such enthusiasm and devotion!  I  have 
big shoes to f i l l !  She has offered to stay on as 
co-chair , so you w i l l  continue to enjoy spending 
time together  on these tr ips.  

From October  to Apr i l  the club hosts day tr ips 
w ith lunch.  I  am exci ted to announce our  f i r st 
tr ip w i l l  be a pr ivately guided trol ley tour  through 
Hollywood Cemeter y!  Wednesday, October  28th.   
Hollywood Cemeter y is one of the most histor ic 
and visually str iking cemeter ies in the US.  

A blend of presidential histor y, Civi l  War  legacy, 
dramatic James River  views, and Victor ian garden 
designs!  We?ll visi t some of the most r enow n si tes 
including presidents, Lew is Ginter?s tomb, the 
Civi l  War  histor ic section, and more!  
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$38 covers the cost of the trol ley, dr iver , and 
guide.   Lunch is additional and optional at El 
Ciel i to Lindo Mexican restaurant.  
Payments always need to be made in cash or  by 
check the day of sign-up.  Please have that 
r eady to save your  seat.   Look for  the sign-up 
cl ipboards at the monthly meetings!
Her e?s a pr eview  for  som e of  th i s year ?s 
t r i ps:  
Hollywood Cemeter y, Michaels? holiday craft, 
Dooley Mansion, Chief Justice Marshall?s home, 
Univer si ty of Richmond pr ivate tour. 
Really looking for ward to visi ting inspir ing 
venues w ith you and having a lot of fun and 
fr iendship bonding!  
Questions?
Caroline Zong: zong.caroline@gmail.com -or- 
703-282-1035 

Yvonne Ricciardelli: ym.ricci@gmail.com -or- 
804-239-5161

TREASURY
Nancy  Acut o
Treasurer  Note: We are voting on our  
2026-2027 BWC Budget at our  September  
Meeting. 

Total  Budget  - $9,200  
Budget  Lines 

Scholar sh ip $250, Mem ber ship $50, 
Luncheon $1000, Speaker s $500, Hospi tal i t y 
$50, Sunshine $600, 

Com m uni ty Out r each $500, Gener al  $1,000, 
Anniver sar y $1,000, Dayt r i pper s $250, 
Scholar sh ips $2,000, Char i t i es $2,000

Questions?
Nancy Acuto: nancyacuto@gmail.com -or- 
607-7424-437 

BWC  ANNIVERSARY
The BWC 50th anniver sar y committee needs 
volunteers. Please join us at Harbour  Pointe 
Clubhouse, Wednesday, September  23, at 
12:30-2:30.  We are passionate about the 
BWC's golden jubi lee, and celebrating this 
histor ical mi lestone.

Come share your  ski l ls, exper iences, and 
energy w ith us. WE need You to make this 
par ty happen. Please give BWC your  time :)  
Thank you!

The 50th Anniver sar y Com m i t tee

BYLAWS   COMMITTEE
BETSY   LEWIS
The ad hoc Bylaws Committee, established 
last year , has completed i ts r eview  of the 
Club's Bylaws (attached), w i th changes 
designed to make the Bylaws as easy to 
understand as possible for  our  members. 
The Committee w i l l  provide a quick r ecap 
of these edi ts at the September  meeting 
and then take a vote to accept the updated 
Bylaws at the October  meeting.  
Standing Rules - the Committee made some 
updates to these, too. The Standing r ules don't 
need to be voted on, but they provide a good 
reference to who is ser ving on our  Club's 
Executive Board and Committees this year.  

Thanks to members who provided feedback 
on our  Bylaws along the way, and thanks to 
the members of the Bylaws Committee for  
their  work in getting this task accomplished!

Questions?
Betsy Lewis: betsinga@aol.com -or- 678-640-9477



BWC Execut ive Board
2026 /  2027

President : Joanne Buchanan
VP of  Programs: Carol Stearns
VP of  Membership: Michelle 
Scot t
Treasurer: Nancy Acuto
Secretary: Donna Elder
Par l iamentar ian: Bet sy Lewis
President  Emerit a: Jo Hayden

Appointed Posit ions
2026 /  2027

Act ivit ies: Susan Basl
Dayt r ippers: Caroline Zong & 
Yvonne Ricciardell i
Connect ion: Er in Melt on
Scholarship: Jo Hayden
Hospit alit y: Mary Ann Owens & 
Tina Fr ies
Sunshine: Mar ie Repp
Websit e:  Caroline Zong
Communit y Out reach: Michelle 
Scot t  
Ways & Means:  Jenn Inman
50th Anniversary?(AdHoc):????
Lor i Hobbs
Publicit y: Open Posit ion
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OUR CLUB WEBSITE IS OFFICIALLY UP AND 
RUNNING! CHECK IT OUT AT 

ht t ps:/ / branderm il lwom ansclub.com

 MISSION...  Our  mission  is to 
encourage fr iendships, social 
activi ties, and sol idar i ty in our  
community.  We promote a common 
interest in civic, cultural, 
educational and social welfare of 
the community.  

ACTIVITIES
SUSAN   BASL
The updated BWC Activi ties schedule for  
2026/2027 is attached to The Connection. 

Questions?
Susan Basl: nsrbasl31@gmail.com -or- 781-572-2523 

ways & means 
JENN   INMAN
Ways and Means is designed to help the club w ith 
i ts fundraising effor ts. This year  we are going to 
have several oppor tuni ties to suppor t BWC by 
feeding yourself  and/or  your  fami l ies w ith BWC 
nights at a local r estaurant and a CANDY CANE 
CRAFT FESTIVAL on November  14th at the 
Harbour  Point Club House. 

Our  Makers Markets in the past have had jewelr y, 
w reaths, hol iday ornaments, ar t, cards, r esin 
f igur ines and much more.  I f  you have a craft 
business that you would l ike to share by sel l ing i t 
at this event, please let me know. The cost to 
par ticipate w i l l  be $30. More detai ls are 
for thcoming. 

I f  you would l ike to help plan these events, I 'd love 
to talk to you! The more we work together , the 
more we can do for  our  club. 

Questions?
Jenn Inman: jennifersellsrva@gmail.com -or-804-833- 
7002

https://brandermillwomansclub.com/


BWC ACTIVITY SHEET
BWC Ac.vity Groups CHAIR: Susan Basl 781-572-2523

GROUP Days Time Loca.on Chair Phone

Bookies 1 3rd Friday 10 AM Woodlake United Methodist Church Beverly Carlson 804-739-2539

Bookies 2 3rd Tuesday TBA TBA Mary Guarnieri 443-803-3456

Bowling 4th Friday 11AM Uptown Alley Lori Hobbs 804-201-0000

Bunco TBA

Dominoes 2nd Tuesday 1PM 5405 Creek Heights Dr Danielle Jimerson 804-639-3160

Hand/Foot 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 1PM 4944 Long Shadow Dr Marilyn Schlim 804-277-5010

Hand, Knee & Foot 1st Tuesday 1PM 5410 Creek Heights Dr Susan Basl 781-572-2523

Mahjongg 3rd Monday 1PM 4910 Terrace Arbor Circle Barbara Teats 703-395-5177

Marbles 1st Wednesday 1PM Magnolia Green 17700 Twin Falls Dr Margaret Mann 919-740-1964

Movie CriVcs 4th Tuesday TBA TBA Yvonne Ricciardelli 804-234-5161

Rummikub 2nd Friday 1PM 15113 Fox Branch Ln Pinkki Walia 804-937-8095
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