
FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Joanne   Buchanan
Dear  extr aor dinar y member s of the Br ander mill Woman?s Club,

You have read the stor y of the star f ish. Imagine a beach covered in hundreds of star f ish. On this beach, an old 
man looks in the distance and sees a young woman picking up star f ish one by one. She selects one and tosses i t 
gently into the ocean. And then another. And another. The old man approaches the young woman and asks, 
?Why are you tossing the star f ish back into the ocean?? The 
young woman replied by tel l ing him that the tide is about to go 
out, and unless she helps the str anded star f ish back to the sur f, 
?they w i l l  surely die.? The old man exclaimed, ?But there are so 
many! How  can i t make a di f ference, when you surely w i l l  not 
be able to throw  al l  of them back?? The young woman picked 
up another  star f ish and tossed i t l ightly into the sur f, ?It w i l l  
make a di f ference to that one,? she replied. 

I  love that stor y as i t is equally r elevant to l i fe?s dai ly challenges 
and blessings. We are not always in a posi tion to help, suppor t, 
or  acknow ledge ever yone in our  l ives. And you may think that 
to send out or  acknow ledge a communication by text is a l i ttle 
insensi tive, too easy, or  just ?lazy.? But perhaps, on that day, 

and in that moment, i t was al l  you, or  
the sender , could muster. You make a 
di f ference in keeping in touch w ith fr iends, fami ly, and club members. A phone cal l  is 
always appreciated, but not always convenient. A note or  a card is welcome too! How  
much personal U.S. mai l do we actually r eceive dai ly in 2026? I know  when I see a 
handw r i tten envelope, i t immediately makes me smile. Communication by any method 
means we are saying, ?I see you. I  appreciate you. How  can I help?? And so, we sustain 
each other , one by one. 

A few  words about the r ecent passing of Ann Doll , one of our  Honorar y Members. Ann 
was a ver y active and valued member  of Brandermi l l  Woman?s Club for  many years. 
Additionally, Ann was a past president for  three separate terms. Please remember  her  
husband, Jessie, her  daughter , Susie, and her  fami ly in your  prayers and posi tive thoughts.

Thanksgiving is just 38 days from the day I am w r i ting this. And BWC has so much 
planned! Look for  detai ls in ar ticles and announcements in this issue, on our  websi te, and 
on Facebook (Meta) for  our  dining out nights at Raising Canes and Panera. Also, 
Daytr ipper  events l ike the Hollywood Cemeter y, and Nutcracker  painting, and don?t forget 
our  Candy Cane Crafts Festival on Saturday, November  14 from 9:00-1:00. Come ready to 
shop, snack, and chat!

Joanne
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MEETING REMINDERS
Meet ings  begin  at   10:30

   No admit t ance before 10:00

Br ing  your   checkbook t o al l   meet ings!
        Dayt r ippers, special event s, raf f les,

happily accept  cash or checks.

 PARKING:   Pl ease  do  not   par k  in
   t he  f ir st   t wo   r ows  of   t he  chur ch. 

  We do not  want  t o int er fere  
  wit h Pre-school Pickups.

Schedul e f or
2026- 2027:

Sept 16

Oct 21
Nov 18

Dec 16 (Luncheon)
Jan 20
Feb 17

March 17
April 21

May 19 (Luncheon)
 

MEETING:
BRANDERMILL CHURCH

4500 MILLRIDGE PARKWAY 

MIDLOTHIAN, VA 23112

BRANDERMILLWOMANSCLUB.COM



MEMBERSHIP
Michel l e  Scot t  
We welcome new  members: Susan Car ver , 
Paulette Whitehurst, Cathy Wilson, Lisa Small ing, 
Liz May, Connie Allen, and Patr icia Huntoon. We 
encourage you to tr y any one of our  activi ties, 
tr ips, boweling, or  movie cr i tics. Enjoy getting to 
know  other  members and make new  fr iends!  

In keeping w ith Joanne's motto for  this year  
"Hear ts in, Hands on", I  introduced at the October  
Club meeting, a project that provides plastic mats 
for  the homeless in Richmond. The group that 
oversees distr ibution of mats is Oregon Hi l l  
Baptist Center , a ministr y of River  City Fai th 
Network. Michele Mooney, a r esident of 
Brandermi l l  introduced me to this ini tiative. I t 
takes 700 plastic grocer y bags to make a mat!  At 
this time, I  would l ike the club to col lect bags at 
each meeting. I f  you would l ike more information 
in the making of the mats or  would l ike to 
volunteer  to make a mat, contact Michele Mooney 
dir ectly at 804-986-0036.

Questions?
Michelle Scott: mlscott1560@gmail.com -or- 703-798-4074

SCHOLARSHIps 
JO  HAYDEN  
This month, the Scholar ship Committee is doing a 
SHOUT OUT about the upcoming SILENT 
AUCTION, your  oppor tuni ty to bid on something 
wonder ful and suppor t something meaningful! 
From ar twork and afghans to Coach bags and 
cottage getaways, your  next favor i te thing might 
be just one bid away.

How  w i l l  i t work? When you ar r ive at the Holiday 
Par ty in December , browse the auction i tems, f ind 
something you love, and w r i te your  bid on the 
sheet provided. Then, keep an eye on the bidding 
sheet. When bidding closes, the highest bid w ins.

A few  things to know  about bidding:

- Please br ing your  checkbook  or  cash!  
We won't be able to accept credi t cards.

- Paym ent  i s due at  the par ty. No IOUs or  
paying later !

- Bid gener ously and have fun!  Your  
par ticipation helps suppor t our  Club!

Have questions about the auction or  something to 
donate for  the auction? Please

contact Susan Coffey, 804-301-1429, or  stop by the 
Scholar ship table at the November  meeting.

Thanks to those who suppor ted our  2027 Clover  
Hi l l  High School Scholar ship fund by buying 
r aff le tickets at the October  meeting. Congrats to: 
Donna Elder , the w inner  of the 50/50; Mi l l ie 
Campbell, the w inner  of a gi f t card to Trol ley Car  
Sweets and Treats, and; Connie Pappalardo, the 
w inner  of a fal l  basket.

Questions? 

Jo Hayden: johayden.hayden@gmail.com -or-  
804-763-9162

SUNSHINE 
mar ie  r epp
november    BIRTHDAYS
Bever ly Car lson, Sara Ide, Janet Shields, Susan 
Morales, Pat Butler , Debbie Rodgers, Donna Elder , 
Connie Pappalardo, Diane Denbar , Penny Kell , Jo 
Hayden, Michelle Scott, Shir ley Bohn, Libby 
Chelborg, Nancy Coggins, Linda Berg, Cathy 
Wilson, Susan Car ver.

Questions?

Marie Repp: 804.263.8649 -or- 
geraldrepp8704@comcast.net

PROGRAMS
CAROL STEARNS
Hello Ladies!

Novem ber  18 - Our  speaker  this month w i l l  be 
Robin Comfor t w i th The Virginia Genealogical 
Society. She w i l l  let us know  how  to get star ted 
tr acing our  fami ly histor y along w ith some 
fascinating information of what you may f ind.

Decem ber  16 - We return to The BoatHouse again 
for  our  annual Holiday Luncheon. This year?s fee 
is
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$50.00 per  per son, including tax and tip. Tickets 
w i l l  be on sale at the November  meeting or  you can 
mai l a check, made out to the club, at 6118 Fr iesian 
Ter race, Moseley, VA 23120

Ent r ée choices ar e:

 Pan Seared Chicken Breast w / lavender  honey, 
lemon thyme demi-glace,

f inger l ing potatoes and broccolini .

 Atlantic Salmon w ith sauteed spinach, cr ispy 
mushrooms and capers, f inger l ing

potatoes and tomato basi l  butter  sauce.

 Vegetar ian Option

I can also accept Venmo, contact me at 804-986-1265

Mr. James Cur r y w i l l  be out enter tainment l ike last 
year?s event.

Happy Holidays!

Questions?
Carol Stearns: carols1995@gmail.com -or- 804-986-1265

dayt r ipper s
car ol ine   zong  

Greetings ladies!  This month's day tr ip w i l l  be 
at Michaels' craft store on Thursday, November  
12th from 10:00 to 12:00 for  $25.  Yes!  I t 's going 
to be a fun time painting Chr istmas 
decorations.  You get to chose what you want to 
decorate from a col lection of ei ther  nutcrackers 
(snow man, mouse, moose, soldier ) or  
gingerbread houses or  door  decorations 
(wooden w reaths, door  signs, snow  globe).    
Stenci ls, r ibbons, beads, gl i tter , paint, etc.  Get 
as creative as you l ike!  This is for  al l  levels.  
Beginners too.  A per fect sentimental hol iday 
gi f t from you to your  loved one.   Lunch w i l l  
fol low  at the Flying Pig r estaurant.

Contact Carol ine Zong at 703-282-1035 for  your  
r eser vation asap. 

Questions?
Caroline Zong: zong.caroline@gmail.com -or- 
703-282-1035 

Hear ts In, Hands On is my chosen motto, 
and BWC has an immediate need to f i l l  some 
key roles. These posi tions sustain our  Club?s 
mission, offer  an oppor tuni ty to bui ld 
fr iendships w ithin the Club whi le at the same 
time suppor ting our  community. Please ?give 
these a think,? and contact me i f  you would 
l ike more detai ls, and especial ly i f  you are 
interested in accepting one of these roles. As 
you w i l l  see, many of these posi tions over lap 
in the duties and common goals of the Club.  
Which means that you w i l l  have plenty of 
suppor t. Offer ing just a few  hours a week w i l l  
be enormously appreciated.  

Questions?
Joanne Buchanan  757-615-7195 or jokayjul18@gmail.com

HISTORIAN - Help r esearch and document 
BWC?s past and present role in the 
community, including club events enjoyed by 
the membership. Whi le the 50th Anniver sar y 
Committee is well  under way w ith i ts 
members and planning, the Histor ian w i l l  
also want to par tner  w ith them to help 
document this mi lestone year.

WAYS AND MEANS - Propose ways to 
fundraise through special events, 
sponsorships, ser vices, and merchandise. 
This chair per son w i l l  suppor t the Treasurer  
to ensure that the club has the r evenue to 
meet i ts budget. Offer  help to other  
committees to determine i f  an event or  
program is f inancial ly sustainable.

Publ i ci t y -  Promote the brand of 
Brandermi l l  Woman?s Club in the community 



BWC Execut ive Board
2026 /  2027

President : Joanne Buchanan

VP of  Programs: Carol Stearns

VP of  Membership & Out reach: 
Michelle Scot t

Treasurer: Nancy Acuto

Secretary: Donna Elder

Par l iamentar ian: Bet sy Lewis

President  Emerit a: Jo Hayden

Appointed Posit ions
2026 /  2027

Publicit y: Vacant  Posit ion

Ways & Means: Vacant  Posit ion

Histor ian:  Vacant  Posit ion

Communit y Out reach: Vacant  Posit ion

Par liamentar ian:  Bet sy Lewis

Act ivit ies: Susan Basl

The Connect ion: Er in Melt on

Scholarship: Jo Hayden

Hospit alit y: Mary Ann Owens & Tina 
Fr ies

Sunshine:  Mar ie Repp

Websit e: Caroline Zong

Day Tr ippers:  Caroline Zong

50th Anniversary (Ad Hoc): Lor i Hobbs
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OUR CLUB WEBSITE IS OFFICIALLY UP AND 
RUNNING! CHECK IT OUT AT 

ht t ps:/ / branderm il lwom ansclub.com

 MISSION...  Our  mission  is to encourage 
fr iendships, social activi ties, and sol idar i ty in our  
community.  We promote a common interest in 
civic, cultural, educational and social welfare of 
the community.  

and help maintain a posi tive public 
understanding of our  mission including 
outr each, contr ibutions, and human resource 
suppor t. Being handy w ith graphics (from 
online sources, not necessar i ly or iginal!) 
w r i ting shor t ?blurbs? for  public notices and 
par tner ing w ith agencies in the community 
(BCA, leaving notices in the public l ibrar ies, 
etc..) to promote BWC w i l l  be beneficial. 

Com m uni ty Out r each Leader sh ip  is needed 
to suppor t our  community outr each and can 
be fur ther  suppor ted w ith a small committee 
that you may bui ld. This posi tion develops 
creative ways to ser ve and suppor t the 
community, e.g., volunteer ism at local 
schools, community food banks, etc. In 
addition, such a committee w i l l  coordinate 
any fundraiser s including the Club?s spr ing 
non-event fundraiser. 

ACTIVITIES
SUSAN   BASL
The updated BWC Activi ties schedule for  
2026/2027 is attached to The Connection. 

Questions?
Susan Basl: nsrbasl31@gmail.com -or- 781-572-2523 

https://brandermillwomansclub.com/


BWC ACTIVITY SHEET
BWC Ac.vity Groups CHAIR: Susan Basl 781-572-2523

GROUP Days Time Loca.on Chair Phone

Bookies 1 3rd Friday 10 AM Woodlake United Methodist Church Beverly Carlson 804-739-2539

Bookies 2 3rd Tuesday TBA TBA Mary Guarnieri 443-803-3456

Bowling 4th Friday 11AM Uptown Alley Lori Hobbs 804-201-0000

Bunco TBA

Dominoes 2nd Tuesday 1PM 5405 Creek Heights Dr Danielle Jimerson 804-639-3160

Hand/Foot 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 1PM 4944 Long Shadow Dr Marilyn Schlim 804-277-5010

Hand, Knee & Foot 1st Tuesday 1PM 5410 Creek Heights Dr Susan Basl 781-572-2523

Mahjongg 3rd Monday 1PM 4910 Terrace Arbor Circle Barbara Teats 703-395-5177

Marbles 1st Wednesday 1PM Magnolia Green 17700 Twin Falls Dr Margaret Mann 919-740-1964

Movie CriVcs 4th Tuesday TBA TBA Yvonne Ricciardelli 804-234-5161

Rummikub 2nd Friday 1PM 15113 Fox Branch Ln Pinkki Walia 804-937-8095
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