
Guitar Fusion

• Ravi  Iye r  Gui tar  Fus ion  i s  an  al t e r  e go  image  o f  Ravi ’s  
mus i cal  o f fe r ings  which compri s e s  o f  h i s  compos i t i ons  
in fluenced by  world fus ion  musi c,  dr i v en  by  enchant ing  
me lodi e s  in t e rwoven  wi th in t e re s t ing  rhy thmic  pat t e r ns  
in fluenced by  Hindus tan i  class i ca l  mus i c,  Rock & 
Jazz.  

• With a di s t inc t  and organ ic  sound o f  th i s  t r i o,  Ravi  
Iye r  Gui tar  Fus ion  has  a l ready  capt i vat ed audi ence s  
across  India and abroad as  we l l .

• Inv i t ed  t o  pe r fo r m at  pre s t i g ious  mus i c  fe s t i va l s,  
co rporat e  e v en t s  and more,  Ravi  Iye r  has  a lways  
emerged as  a f i t t ing  cho i ce  fo r  world fus ion  mus i c.

• Primari l y  a  t r i o,  the  band al so  co l laborat e s  wi th  o the r  
fus ion  ar t i s t s  e xpanding the  fus ion  zones.
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• T he Taehwa River  Inter national  Jazz  Fest ival ,  Ulsan 
South  Korea  

• Sans k r u t i  A r t s  Fe s t i v a l ,  T han e   

• T he  Mons o on  Fe s t i v a l ,  Osho  A s h ram  Pun e   

• T he  Pa s han  Fe s t i v a l ,  Pun e  -  2014 .  

• T he  Ka l a  Ghoda  A r t s  Fe s t i v a l ,  Mumba i ,  Was s up  Andh e r i  Fe s t i v a l ,

•  Wo rl i  Fe s t i v a l ,  Band ra  Fe s t i v a l  e t  a l .

• Mar i c o  Ev en i n g s,  Ca r t e r  Road  (Mumba i )

• Var i o u s  Co l l e g e  Fe s t i v a l s .

• Corpo ra t e  e v e n t s  f o r  LIC ,  UTI ,  ICICI ,Lak s hm i  V i l a s  Bank (Chenna i )  
and  many  mo r e .
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Introduction
• Rav i  I ye r,  a  p ro l i f i c  a r t i s t  who  ha s  b e en  p e r f o r ming  l i v e  on  s t a g e  

s i n c e  t h e  90 ’s  i s  we l l - kno wn  among s t  t h e  i nd e p end en t  mus i c  i ndu s t r y  
a s  a  gu i t a r  p l a ye r,  mus i c  p roduc e r  & educa t o r.  

• He b e gan  wi t h  h i s  f o r ma l  mus i c  t ra i n in g  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Tabla  
( Ind ian  Pe r cu s s i on )  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  7  und e r  t h e  t u t e l a g e  o f  Sh r i  
Vasan t ra o  Acha r e ka r  ( ba s ed  ou t  o f  Pa r e l ,  Mumba i ) ,  and  l a t e r  du r i n g  
h i s  t e e n s  h e  p i ck ed  up  t h e  gu i t a r  und e r  t h e  gu idanc e  o f  La t e  Mr.  
B i smarck   Rod r i gu e s,  Mr.  Ch r i s t oph e r  Rod r i ck s  and  Mr.  John  
T imo thy.  He  i s  g ra t e f u l  t o  t h em fo r  whe r e  h e  s t and s  t oday  a s  a  
gu i t a r  p l a ye r  and  a  mus i c i an .

• Hav ing  dabbl ed  w i t h  va r i ou s  g en r e s  o f  mus i c  v i z ;  r o ck ,  p op  and  
fu s i on ,  h e  ha s  won  many  award s  f o r  h i s  c ompos i t i on s  and  ha s  
p e r f o r med  a l ong  w i t h  t h e  who ’s  who  o f  t h e  I nd ian  mus i c  i ndu s t r y  i n  
g en r e s  o f  r o ck  & fu s i on .  

• Apar t  f r om h i s  p e rs ona l  band  p ro j e c t s,  h e  ha s  had  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  
sha r e  s t a g e  w i t h  s t a l wa r t s  i n  t h e  wo r l d  f u s i on  g en r e s  v i z ;  Us tad  
Faza l  Qure sh i ,  Rav i  Cha r y,  j o i n ed  on  t h e  f i na l e  o f  t h e  p r e s t i g i ou s  
Pashan  Fe s t i v a l  (Pune )  a l ong  w i t h  Padmabhushan  V ikku  
V inayak ram,  p e r f o r med  on  gu i t a r  du t i e s  w i t h  Us tad  Faza l  Qure sh i ,  
S i vaman i ,  Dr.  L  Sub ramn iam (Mumba i ,  Banga l o r e ,  S in gapo r e  & 
Eg yp t ) ,  s ha r ed  s t a g e  w i t h  Lou i s  Banks,  G ino  Banks,  F lau t i s t  Mi l i nd  
Da t e  and  many  o t h e r  n o t e wo r t h y  a r t i s t s.

Ravi Iyer



 

Awards

• As a chi ld ,  Ravi  has  s e cured a go ld  medal  fo r  h i s  Tabla so lo  
rendi t i on  fo r  an  In t e rschoo l  Compe t i t i on  he ld  in  the  1975

• His 2 nd a lbum Bends was nominat ed fo r  the  be s t  fus ion  album 
o f  the  year  a t  GIMA Awards  2013.  

• His 3 rd a lbum Raga Punch won the  IRAA Awards  fo r  
e xce l l ence  in  the  be s t  re co rded,  mixed & mast e red a lbum o f  
the  year  a t  PALM Expo 2016.

• Ravi ’s   compos i t i on& ar rangement  fo r  the  t i t l e  ‘Syn thes i s  – 
T he  Indian Muse ’ ,  a  t r ibu t e  t o  the  75 th Year  o f  Indian 
Independence  curat ed by  Mrs.  Nanni  S ingh o f  Showcase  
Even t s  (New Delhi ) ,  won the  S i l v e r  medal  a t  T he  Global  
Music  Awards  ’22.  T his  compos i t i on  fea tured 16 eminen t  
fo lk  ar t i s t s  across  India .



 

Concert  Milestones -  Ravi  Iyer Guitar Fusion & others

• Sans k r u t i  A r t s  Fe s t i v a l ,  T han e  -  2015 .  

• T he  Mons o on  Fe s t i v a l ,  Osho  A s h ram  Pun e  -  2014 .  

• T he Taehwa River  Inter national  Jazz  Fest ival ,  Ulsan 
South  Korea  -  2014.  

• T he  Pa s han  Fe s t i v a l ,  Pun e  -  2014 .  

• T he  I nd i an  Embas s y  Ne w  Yo rk  and  No r t h  Cas t l e  L i b ra r y  Aud i t o r i um  -  
2012 .  

• T he  Ka l a  Ghoda  A r t s  Fe s t i v a l ,  Mumba i  –  2011 ,  Andh e r i  Fe s t i v a l ,  
Wo rl i  Fe s t i v a l ,  Band ra  Fe s t i v a l  e t  a l .

•  T h e  Wat e r  Fe s t i v a l  w i t h  Us t ad  Faza l  Qu r e s h i ,  Ahmedabad  -  2011-
2012 .

• Var i o u s  Co l l e g e  Fe s t i v a l s .

•  U s t ad  A l l a  Rakha  Sang e e t  Samme l an ,  Ja l andha r,  Pun j ab.  Us t ad  A l l a  
Rakha ' s  97 t h  b i r t h  ann i v e rs a r y  c e l e b ra t i o n ,  Pun e  –  2016 .

• Mix  T he  C i t y  c u ra t e d  by  T he  B r i t i s h  Counc i l  2017 .

•  Tr i o  s e t  w i t h  Us t ad  Faza l  Qu r e s h i  and  Pand i t  Rav i  Cha r y  a t  T h e  
Ka s au l i  Rhy t hm  & B lu e s  Fe s t i v a l  & HCL Conc e r t s  Ne w  De l h i ’16

• Corpo ra t e  e v e n t s  f o r  LIC ,  UTI ,  ICICI ,  and  many  mo r e .



 

Summary

• Ravi  has  re l eased 5 albums in  the  rock  & fus ion  genre s  and 
has  many s ingl e s  t oo  which are  avai labl e  across  a l l  d ig i ta l  
mus i c  s t o re s,  and hi s  YouTube  channe l .

• Apart  f rom Ravi ’s  conce r t  t ours,  he  a l so  has  many commerc ia l  
pro j e c t s  up hi s  a l l y,  which include  s i gnature  mus i c  (mnemonic)  
c rea t i on  fo r  co rporat e s,  adv e r t i s ing  j ingl e s,  mus i c  sco re s  e t c.

• He has  a l so  e s tabl i shed h imse l f  as  a  gu i tar  mus i c  educato r  
pas t  3 decades  and con t inues  g i v ing  mus i c  l e s sons.

• Ravi  Iye r ’s  in fluence s  and inspi ra t i ons  var y  across  genre s  and 
s ty l e s.  To name a few ar t i s t s  that  inspi re  h im are,  Ri t ch i e  
Blackmore,  Dee p Purpl e,  Pink Floyd,  Lar r y  Carl t on ,  Lee  
Rie tnour,  the  world fus ion  musi c  o f  Shakt i ,  L.  Subramaniam,  
and musi c  genre s  l i k e  rock ,  pop,  d i sco,  funk,  fus ion ,  jazz ,  
class i ca l  e t  a l .



Rupak Dhamankar

Introduction

• Bor n and  brough t  up  in  Mumbai ,  t h e  v e rsa t i l e  t abla  p laye r  and  a  
pe rcus s i on i s t ,  Rupak Dhamankar  s ta r t ed  h i s  j our ne y  wi th  mus i c  
a t  t h e  a ge  o f  four  .  Mus i c  b e ing  in  h i s  fami l y,  h e  t ook  h i s  in i t i a l  
l e s s ons  f rom h i s  fa th e r Shr i Ganesh Dhamankar and  la t e r  f rom 
Pt . Omkar Gulvan i  who  th emse l v e s  a re  e xpe r t  t abla  p laye rs.  

• To enhanc e  h i s  t abla  sk i l l s  and  l ea r n  th e  knowhow o f  b e ing  a  
tabla  p laye r,   Rupak tak e s  gu idanc e  unde r  ‘Gur u Shi shya
Parampara ’  f rom th e  mos t  r enowned  tabla  p laye r  who  has  b e en  a  
maes t ro  in  th e  mus i c  indus t r y  fo r  abou t  35 years  –  Pt .  Madhav 
Pawar  a   ‘Gandabandh  sh i shya ’  o f Us t . Ami r Hussa in Khan
Saheb o f ‘Di l l i  purab  and  Far ukhabad gharana ’

• He s ta r t ed  p lay ing  L iv e  c onc e r t s  s inc e  th e  a ge  o f  9  yea rs  and  has  
b e en  winn ing  app lauds  s inc e  th en .Par t i c ipa t ing  fo r  in t e rschoo l  
and in t e r- co l l e g ia t e  fe s t i va l s,  Rupak crea t ed h i s  mark where v e r  
he  wen t .  Played and s tar t ed winning compe t i t i ons  Pan India .



Achievements

• Won ‘All Mumbai Instrumental Competition’ – 2003-2004.

• Won ‘All India Level Instrumental Competition’ organized by ‘AKHIL
BHARATIYA SANSKRUTIK SANG ‘(Pune) 2010 – 2011.

• Consistently securing the first place and winning praises at various college 
festivals like UMANG, MALHAAR, MOOD INDIGO and many more.

• Won the prestigious ‘Patravadi Theatre’ competition- Music Category.

       ( Instrumental – Tabla) at Thailand.

•  Secured 1st place in Instrumental category at Maharastra Times Carnival.

• Secured 1st place in Instrumental category at Mumbai University 
Competition.



Rupak has been a part of every live performance with Ravi’s fusion 
band, playing an integral role as a Tabla player and a co-band 

member including Ravi Iyer’s released  albums ‘Bends’ & ‘Raga 
Punch’ and many singles.

•  An  a c t i v e  membe r  o f  ‘T he  Rav i  I ye r  Gu i t a r  Fus i on  Tr i o ’ ,  ‘ S t r i n g s  
Rhapsody ’  (Ch i ra g  Ka t t i ) ,  ‘Ur ja ’  (Ch in tan  Ka t t i ) .

• Fea tu r ed  i n  a  t e l e v i s i on  sh o w v iz ;  ‘Smi t h  & Jon e s  Mus i c  Ka  Tadka ’ ,  
w i t h  emin en t  a r t i s t s  l i k e  S onu  Ni gam,  Ch in t o o  Bho s l e ,  Toch i  Ra ina ,  
Sh iban i  Kashyap  e t c.  and  a l s o  p e r f o r med  a t  Pa t ra vad i  Fe s t i v a l  
(T ha i l and )



• Kr i shnan  Narayanan ,  a  c e l e b ra t e d  Mr idangam a r t i s t  ha i l i n g  f r om 

Ind ia ,  emba rk ed  on  h i s  j ou r n e y  i n  t h e  a r t  f o r m a t  t h e  t e nd e r  a g e  o f  

7 .  Unde r  t h e  gu idanc e  o f  em in en t  Gur u s,  l a t e  Sh r i  R .  Ramana than  

and  t h e  l a t e  Mr idangam V id wan  Gur u  Tr i ch y  Ra ghava  I ye r  ( young e r  

b ro t h e r  o f  A la t hu r  S .  S r i n i va sa  I ye r ) ,  Kr i shnan ' s  pa s s i on  f o r  

p e r cu s s i on  bl o s s omed  and  b e came  h i s  l i f e l on g  pu rsu i t .

• For  o v e r  f ou r  and  ha l f  d e cad e s,  Kr i shnan  ha s  b e en  t h e  ba ckbon e  o f  

nume rou s  mus i ca l  p e r f o r manc e s,  p ro v i d in g  impe c cabl e  suppo r t  on  t h e  

Mr idangam t o  l e ad in g  mus i c i an s  a c ro s s  v o ca l ,  i n s t r umen ta l ,  danc e ,  

and  fu s i on  g en r e s.  Hi s  adap tab i l i t y  kno ws  no  b ound s,  s e aml e s s l y  

t ran s i t i on in g  b e twe en  va r i ou s  mus i c  e n s embl e s  and  e f f o r t l e s s l y  

bl end ing  i n t o  d i v e rs e  mus i ca l  l and s cap e s.

Krishnan Narayanan



• An av id  mus i c  e n t hu s i a s t ,  Kr i shnan ' s  t a l e n t  e x t end s  b e yond  t h e  

Mr idangam.  P ro f i c i e n t  i n  p l a y in g  va r i ou s  p e r cu s s i on  i n s t r umen t s  

su ch  a s  t h e  Kan j i ra ,  Gha tam,  and  Mors in g ,  h e  add s  l a ye rs  o f  d e p th  

and  c omp l e x i t y  t o  e v e r y  p e r f o r manc e .  Hi s  suppo r t i v e  s t y l e  n o t  on l y  

e n r i ch e s  t h e  c on c e r t  bu t  a l s o  r e s ona t e s  d e e p l y  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  aud i en c e  

and  f e l l o w mus i c i an s.

• Kr i shnan ' s  mas t e r y  o v e r  s ound  nuanc e s  e nabl e s  h im t o  c r e a t e  a  r i ch  

t a p e s t r y  o f  s t r o k e s,  e a r n in g  h im a  s t e l l a r  r e pu ta t i on  i n  t h e  mus i c  

i ndu s t r y.  Hi s  r e p e r t o i r e  b oa s t s  nume rou s  c ompo s i t i on s,  a c c o l ad e s,  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  me r i t ,  and  a  l e ga cy  o f  men t o r i n g  a sp i r i n g  a r t i s t s.

• Be yond  h i s  p ro we s s  a s  a  p e r f o r me r,  Kr i shnan  i s  we l l - v e rs e d  i n  mus i c  

p roduc t i on .  He  ha s  d ed i ca t e d  c oun t l e s s  h ou rs  t o  r e f i n i n g  h i s  e xp e r t i s e  

i n  hand l i n g  mi c rophon e s,  m ix in g  b oa rd s,  DAWs (Dig i t a l  Aud i o  

Work s t a t i on s ) ,  aud i o  e f f e c t s,  s yn th e s i ze rs,  and  o t h e r  e s s en t i a l  mus i c  

p roduc t i on  t o o l s.



• Kr i shnan  Narayanan  ha s  b e en  pa r t  o f  e v e r y  f u s i on  c on c e r t  p e r f o r med  

by  Rav i  I ye r  and  ha s  b e en  t h e  s t r e n g t h  b eh ind  t h e  c ompo s i t i on s,  

mus i c  p roduc t i on  and  p la y s  an  i n t e g ra l  pa r t  o f  T he  Rav i  I ye r  Gu i t a r  

Fus i on  Tr i o.  Hi s  c on t r i bu t i on  t o  t h e  band  e x c e ed s  s t anda rd  

e xp e c t a t i on s  o f  a  c o -band  membe r.  

• An e x t r eme l y  humbl e  s ou l  w i t h  a  mons t r ou s  c ommand  on  t h e  

Mr idangam,  cu r r en t l y,  Kr i shnan  r e s i d e s  i n  Mumba i ,  I nd ia ,  whe r e  h e  

c on t i nu e s  t o  i n sp i r e  and  up l i f t  aud i en c e s  wo r l d wid e  w i t h  h i s  

t ran s c end en t  mus i ca l  t a l e n t s  and  unwav e r i n g  d ed i ca t i on  t o  t h e  a r t  

f o r m.
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