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Installing R 
 
The following is a guide for installing R on your computer. Unlike most statistical software 
packages, R is free, so don’t worry about having to pay anything to access/download it. 
 
1. Go to the R homepage at the following link: https://www.r-project.org/ 
 
2. Under the “Getting Started” header, notice that there is a link to download R. Click  
    the link. 
 

 
 
3. The above link leads you to a page of CRAN mirrors. These are locations where you  
    can download R. While it doesn’t necessarily matter which mirror you use (they’ll all  
    lead you to the same download), you can just select one from Canada (in the  
    screenshot, I’m going to use the Simon Fraser University, Burnaby mirror). To get to  
    the Canada mirrors, scroll down a bit on the page. 
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4. Once you’ve clicked a mirror link, you will be brought to a page where you can  
    download R for Linux, Mac, or Windows. Select the download link appropriate for  
    your operating system. I have a Windows computer, so I’d select “Download R for  
    Windows.” 
 

 
 
5. Follow the instructions for downloading R for your particular operating system.  
 
6. Once R has installed, double check the installation went smoothly by opening R. If  
    you made a desktop shortcut, the icon will look something like this: 
 

 
 
    R will open as RGui, which will have a set of menu options at the top (“File,” “Edit,”  
    “View,” etc.) as well as the R console itself. It should look something like this: 
 

 
 

(My version of R is a bit older, so the text in your R console may be slightly different than mine.) 

 
 


