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Installing RStudio 
RStudio is an integrated development environment (IDE) for R. It allows you to run R but 
displays it in a slightly different way than R looks by default (if you were to just open R) 
and, for some people, makes R seem more “user friendly” than it is on its own. The 
following are instructions for downloading and installing RStudio. 
 

Before beginning, make sure you’ve already installed R! 
 
1. Go to the RStudio homepage at the following link: https://www.rstudio.com/ 
 
2. At the top of the page, click the “Download RStudio” link (note that this main page  
    header switches between two images/displays, so if you see something other than  
    what’s in the screenshot below, give it a minute to cycle back to the image below and  
    then click the link). 
 

 
 
This will bring you to a page listing the different versions of R studio. Scroll down slightly 
and click the “download” link for RStudio Desktop, the most basic (free) version. 
  

 
 
This will lead you to a list of installers. Select the one appropriate for your computer (I am 
running Windows 10, for example, so I would click the first installer listed). This will start 
the download. 
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3. Complete the installation from the downloaded .exe file.  
 
4. RStudio should automatically “connect” with R (assuming you have already installed  
    R!). Try opening RStudio. If you have made a desktop shortcut, the icon should look  
    like this:  
 

 
 
You should see something like this (your exact panel configuration might vary): 
 

 
 
Note that this displays the R Console (what you would see if you just opened R alone) on 
the left-hand side, plus an “environment” window and a list of files. My RStudio is showing, 
by default, the files in my computer’s “Documents” folder.  
 


