St. Michael Byzantine Catholic Church

2230 Highland Road “*Hermitage, Pennsylvania 16148
Parish office: 724-981-6680 <+ Parish email: stmichaelhermitage2230@gmail.com

Pastor: Very Reverend Father Kevin E. Marks, Protopresbyter

Pastor’s email: kevmarks@hotmail.com +¢

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 412-480-4508

Website: www.stmichaelbyzhermitage.com
Facebook: facebook.com/st.michaelbyz.hermitage

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation .........ccovevmvvvieiinnnniunnnnn
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ...

Holy Mystery of ANOINUNZ ....covvvsiiiiriiniinirisinri e e mnns Ask prior to surgery or serious illness.
Holy Mystery of Marmiage ..........cccoooivriiiciiincinciecans Contact the church office at least 8 months prior to wedding.
Religions EQucation Classes ... nessssesssresss s s s Sundaysat 10:15 a.m.
GOU et e bbb bbbt s bbb bbb b s See Bill Dzuricsko.
St. Michael’s Activity & Recreation Team (SMART) ... Everyone encouraged to help out.
Bethany MiniSIry «....c..coveerecrivmniincrerrisen et Ministry to the sick; see Joan Walker for info.
St. Michael’s Social Center ... Call parish office for rentals.
St. Michael’s Cemetery, 2296 Longview Rd., Hermitage ..o, Steve Sherman 11, manager.
Your Will ........ccce. Please be so kind as to remember St. Michael’s in your last will and testament. Secure our future.
WEEKEND LITURGIES: Sat eve: 4:00 p.m. Sun: 9:00 a.m. HOLYDAYS: 10:00 a.m.

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Saturdays 3:30 p.m., holydays, or by appt.
Contact the church office.

Mercy and Forgiveness

All that God looks for from us is the slight-
est opening and He forgives a multitude of sins.
... There were two brothers: they divided their fa-
ther’s goods between them and one stayed home,
while the other went away to a foreign country,
wasted all he had been given, and then could not
bear the shame of his poverty. 'The son who went
away represents those who fall after baptism. This
is clear from the fact that he is called a son, since
no one is called a son unless he is baptized. Also,
he lived in his father’s house and took a share of all
his father’s goods. Before baptism no one receives
the Father’s goods or enters upon the inheritance.
We can therefore take all this as signifying the
state of believers.

What does he say after falling into the depths
of evil? I will return to my father. The reason the
father let him go and did not prevent his departure
for a foreign land was so that he might learn well
by experience what good things are enjoyed by the
one who stays at home. For when words would

not convince us God often leaves us to learn from
the things that happen to us. When the disso-
lute returned after going to a foreign country and
finding out by experience what a great sin it is to
leave the father’s house, the father did not remem-
ber past injuries but welcomed him with open
arms. Why? Because he was a father and not a
judge. And there were dances and festivities and
banquets and the whole house was full of joy and
gladness.

Are you asking: “Is this what he gets for his
wickedness?” Not for his wickedness, but for his
return home; not for sin, but for repentance; not
for evil, but for being converted. What is more,
when the elder son was angry at this the father
gently won him over, saying: You were always with
me, but he was lost and has been found; he was
dead and has come back to life. “When someone
who was lost has to be saved,” says the father, “it is
not the time for passing judgment or making min-
ute inquiries, but only for mercy and forgiveness.”

“H TAPABO/H TOY ACWTOY YioY

Icon of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
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_ St. Michael the Archangel Byzantine Catholic Church
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Glory Forever!

Slava Isusu Christu!
Slava Na Viki!

Founded 1905 t Hermitage, Pennsylvania

a SAT., JAN 31 (vigil Sunday Divine Liturgy)

4:00 p.m. +Constance C. “Connie” Bulazo requested by: Husband: Dr. Andrew
E (24th anniversary of passing today)

SUN., FEB 1 The Sunday of the Prodigal Son = The

a 3rd Pre-~Lenten Sunday

9:00 a.m. +Khush Agrawal requested by: Michael Christenson
E Health & God’s Blessings requested by: Family

Upon: Charlottle Bruce (87th birthday Jan. 21) rescheduled from Jan 25

mon.,Feb2 (1 The Feast of the Encounter of Qur Lord — soermn Holy
Day — The Solemn Blessing of Candles — Mirovanije
10:00 a.m. +Carol Anton requested by: Liscio Children
(7th anniversary of passing 2.3) Becky Spohn, Mike, & Chris
@; SAT., FEB 7 The 1st Universal All Souls Saturday
é 10:00 a.m. +All Souls with the reading of the Hramoty
(vigil Sunday Divine Lifurgy)
4:00 p.m. +Ellas Kalas requested by: Sister: Betsy Lesko

(1st anniversary of passing 2.9)

The Sunday of Meat-Fare — The ath ere-Lenten

? SUN,, FEB 8
@ Sunday

&

@ 9:00 a.m.

+Michael Dunder
(31st anniversary of passing 2.9)

requested by: Jeff & Donna Volsko

The Sanctuary Candle for
February 1 - 7, 2026
signilying the Real Presence of our Lord is

In Loving Memory of

+JOSEPH J. MANILLA
(remembrance of 109th birthday Feb. 6)

By: Son: Jim & Renee Manilla

Pray For Our Homebound_ Sick, Hospitalized, & In Recovery updated: Jan. 30, 2026

RESIDING AT HOME - Lisa James, Greta Marks, Judy McBride, Mary Ann Polochak, Ethel Wahal, Frank Wahal,
Marko Zrile.

Cleveland VA Medical Center (10701 E. Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44106} — David Chesmar Jr.

The Lakes At Jefferson (7271 West Market St., Mercer, PA 16137) — Michael Kennis.

Avalon Springs Place (745 Greenville Rd., Mercer, PA 16137) — Dolores Vasil.

Ridgecrest At Cranberry Woods (3020 Fairport Ln., Cranberry Twp., PA 16066) — J. Richard Will.

St. Paul Homes (339 East Jamestown Rd., Greenville, PA 16125) - Lillian Sulick.

The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley {1 Elston Way, Hermitage, PA 16148) — Katherine Asafaylo.

Liberty Arms Assisted Living (1353 Churchill-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 44505 ) - Anne Pajak.

Windsor House at Liberty (1353 Churchill-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 44505) — Hank Pajak.

Whispering Oaks (260 S. Buhl Farm Dr., Hermitage, PA 16148) — John “Buddy” Wansack.

Windsor House O’Brien Memorial (563 Brookfield Ave., Masury, OH 44438) - George Sewecke.

St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital (1044 Belmont Ave., Youngstown, OH 44504) - Charlotte Bruce.

Offerings from Jan. 24 & 25, 2026
Sunday Offering.... $1,440.00

Weekly Requirement to Meet Yearly Expenses

Restoration
Loose Currency.... §140.00 Pledged  $162,048 | Date | Colecion | Required | (Shortage)
Candles.... $106.00 Deposited $147,038 |Jen.25| $1716 | $4.100 ($2,384)
Holvday.... $30.00
TOTAL: $1,716.00 Pledges 69 YTD $14,773 $16,400 ($1,627)
Church Attendance

WHEN TS THIS CoLD, You

SHOLLD DRESS IN LAYERS. Saturday 1/24 — 95 (4:00 pm)

Sunday 1/25 — 0 (9:00 am) Snow Storm
Friday 1/30 — 13 (10:00 am)

Quote of the Week

“Remember that when
you leave this earth, you
can take with you nothing
that you have received —
only what you have given.”

— St. Francis of Assisi
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The Sunday of the Prodigal Son

We can learn a lot from the Gospel of the Prodigal
Son. Perhaps, one of the more important lessons is the
necessity to reflect on how much we waste in our lives. Of
course, there is the concept of money: we see no problem in
spending so much on unnecessary things or things to make
us feel better or superior to others, but when it comes to
helping others or various ministries, we balk and withhold.
However, do we ever consider how sinful it is to waste time?

A priest, for one of his funeral sermons, would talk
about how each of us is given two dates: one we know, our
birthday, and the other we do not know, which is the day we
leave our earthly bodies. Between those dates is a dash, and
that dash stands for everything that we accomplished and |
did in this life. And he would always ask those present to = &
reflect on their own dashes, to assess where they are and
what they are doing with their lives.

We are given a certain amount of time in this life. And it is our choice what to do w1th
it. We have the lessons of the Gospel that instruct us on what we *should* be doing with such
a valuable gift, but it is our choice in terms of whether we listen or not. The prodigal son
wasted everything that his father gave him—including time—but once he realized the errors
of his ways, he returned to his father, seeking forgiveness and embracing his father. We, too,
have this opportunity to return to our Father. To recognize the errors of our ways. To see how
much we have wasted in our lives: time, opportunities, money, feelings, and so much more!
Each and every day is indeed a “present” that we receive in order to start anew and right the
wrongs of yesterday, but do we take this opportunity? Do we value the chance to repent and
change our ways? Or are we content to keep going down the path of wastefulness and
destruction without giving a second thought to those around us or even to our own selves
and souls?

It’s easy to say “could have,” “should have,” or “would have.” Wouldn’t it be better,
though, to say these in the present tense? To be people of action and not look back—
sometimes with regret—on things that we missed out on or did not participate in because we
were either too busy or lazy? We can visit the elderly and sick. We can feed the hungry and
poor. We can donate our time and talent and treasure. We can pray. We can seek forgiveness.
All before it is too late!

This will be the strong reminder we receive in next Sunday’s Gospel. We don’t want
to wait until we are facing our eternal judgment to realize the wastefulness that we allowed
in our lives. Let us make the most of our “dash” and continue to grow in spirit and strength!
Let us resolve to be like the prodigal son who, in recognizing the error of his ways, returns to
his father humbly seeking forgiveness!
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The Feast of the Encounter of Qur Lord tomorrow

On February 2nd, we celebrate the Encounter of our Lord Jesus Christ with Simeon in the
Temple. In this beautiful scene, the aged Simeon takes the Baby Jesus up in his
arms and expresses his delight and joy to God in a brief prayer. The event occurred
when Joseph and Mary brought the Child to the Temple to present Him the Lord,
according to the law of Moses. The holy family had made its little pilgrimage from
Bethlehem to Jerusalem, a distance of about five miles, to accomplish what was
called the purification of Mary. This required the presentation of a lamb, or for
those who were poor, of two pigeons. In addition, a gift of five shekels to the
e LS Temple was required as an acknowledgement of God's claim over the first born
male of the household; the child was thus redeemed from sacred duties to enter the secular life. Taking
Jesus into his arms was an act of will by Simeon. The Spirit had prepared him to meet Jesus at the
correct moment and had providentially brought them together. Simeon was driven under the impulse
of the Spirit to hurry into the Temple, and when he was confronted with the Christ Child, he accepted
Him into his arms immediately overlooking the poverty, the humility, or the apparent insignificance
of the family. The impulse of the Spirit told him this was to be his only opportunity to see Christ. Jein
us for the holyday this Monday, February 2nd at 10:00 a.m.

The Solemn Blessing of Candles on Monday

On February 2nd, candles are blessed. The blessing of candles is our . , ...
profession that we have seen the true Light Jesus Christ. We have encountered Him ‘:% A %
and allowed Him into our lives by our faith in Him and by our worship of Him ) S
which stems from faith. The prayer for the blessing asks Christ to bless the candles
that they may be lit with a visible flame to dispel darkness, and that our hearts
enlightened by the invisible light of the Holy Spirit.

The 1st Universal All Souls

February 7th is the first of five All Souls Saturday this year. If you wish to add names to your
list from last year or make a new one, please submit the special sheet in the narthex. Following the
requiem Divine Liturgy, the names of your submitted deceased loved ones are read aloud. The first
All Souls Liturgy will be offered this Saturday morning, February 7th at 10:00 a.m.

Called J3y N'ame program final week

Last Chance - Mail your Called by ( /'ame recommendation(s) to the Office of Vocations. Please
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and monastic life. Remember those men
and women of our parish whose names were submitted that they may appreciate their giftedness and
respond to God’s call. Please use the nomination brochure form or the QR code. You may also find all
information at the Metropolitan Vocations website at: byzantinecatholicvocation.com

PyzanTEEN National Rally this sumwmer

PARTICIPANT (TEEN) Registration for the ByzanTEEN Rally 2026 is now OPEN! The
ByzanTEEN Rally will be held July 9-12, 2026, at John Carroll University in Cleveland, Ohio. The rally
is open to participants who are 13 years old by the beginning of the Rally, through high school.
PARTICIPANT (TEEN) Registration Form can be found at www.archpitt.org. Volunteer/Chaperone
and Clergy/Religious Registration: Coming Soon. All parish teenagers are encouraged to attend.
Please see Father for more information.

Turn on the dance mix..someone is turning six

Our St. Michael Parish extends Happy Birthday wishes to PHOEBE HRITZ who
is celebrating her 6th Birthday TODAY, February 1st. May the Lord God grant to His
handmaid, Phoebe, peace, health, and happiness for many blessed years, na mnohaja i
blahaja I'ital Happy 6th Birthday Phoebe!

Founder's day upcoming
submitted by: Bill Dzuricsko, GCU Parish Coordinator

“The GCU will celebrate Founder's Day with its 134th Birthday on February 14th! After the 4
p-m. Liturgy on Saturday, February 14th and the 9 a.m. Liturgy on Sunday, February 15th the GCU
will provide individually wrapped Heart Shaped Sugar Cookies from DiLorenzo's, as well as a variety
of GCU "freebies" and information. We hope to see you there!”

The Pre-Sanctified Liturgies begin shorily

During the holy season of the Great Fast, which this year begins
February 16th, our Byzantine Catholic Church proscribes the Pre-Sanctified
Divine Liturgy to be celebrated. This is a special Liturgy with different melodies
in which no Consecration takes place, due to the fact that the Eucharist is
already consecrated (pre-sanctified). The Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy will be
offered on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. & on 3 Fridays (to be announced). Join
us for the weekly Pre-Sanctified Liturgies during the season of The Great Fast.
Don’t miss out on attending this beautiful and uplifting Lenten Liturgy. Make
it part of your Lenten goals to attend!

Soup/baked goods fundraiser to help parishioner
submitted by: Alyson Hardman

Fundraiser: Soup and Bake Sale to benefit Megan Pisarcik. February 21st & 22nd

Saturday 3 pm - 6 pm

Sunday 10:30 am - 1 pm

The donations will help Megan with the outstanding medical bills after her surgery and therapy. All
donations will be greatly appreciated. Monetary donations are also being accepted. Checks made
out to St. Michael Church with ‘Megan Fundraiser’ in the memo line.

There will be Alyson's homemade chicken noodle soup with homemade noodles, and Donna's
potato dumpling soup. We will also have Tex Mex Soup and Broccoli cheddar. Good Lenten options.
Also, there will be a variety of homemade baked goods by Alyson and Donna. (They can be frozen
during Lent if you give up sweets). Fresh baked breads, Alyson's famous Carrot cake and cookies to
name a few. If you have any questions please contact Alyson Hardman or Donna Volsko. Thank you
in advance.

Rummage sale in March

The dates of the spring Rummage (Treasure) Sale is Friday, March 20th from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
and Saturday, March 21st from 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Assorting rumimage items
Megan will be at the Center next Sunday, February 8th from 10:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. organizing
some stuff for the rummage sale if you would like to help her out. Her number is 724-699-0613.



