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Northern Rays Ltd. (NRL) is a sanctioned club of 
the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). Its 
members are dedicated to the preservation and 
competition of the Chevrolet Corvette.  
 
    Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm  at:  

 
Real Time Sports  
1120 W. Devon Ave.  
Elk Grove Village, Il 60007  
 

   Membership in NRL is based on an applicant 
meeting the following requirements:  

1)    Be a Corvette Enthusiast at the time of 
Application.  
 

2) Be at least 18 years old  
 

3) Submit the first yearôs NRL/NCCC New 
Member dues of $ 90 Single/$1 45 Couple , 
which includes an NRL club shirt.  All 
members will also receive an NCCC 
membership card.  

 

NRL/NCCC Renewal dues are $ 60 Single/$ 95 
Couple . 

 
 

The Reporter  is published monthly by Northern 
Rays Limited. The content of this publication is based 
on source material believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication. NRL holds no legal responsibility for 
correctness or completeness of materials submitted 
for publ ication.  

 
All inquiries concerning the Reporter  Should be 

directed to the Publications Director. Advertising 
rates are listed on the back  pages . 

 

All items being submitted for inclusion in the 
Reporter  must be received by the Publications 
Director no later than the last Tuesday of the month.  

 
Address all club correspondence to Northern Rays 

Ltd., P.O. Box 455, Itasca, Illinois 60143.  
 
Northern Rays Ltd. Is registered in the State 

of Illinois as a not -for -profit organization.  

2026 Northern Rays Ltd.  
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 July arrived with a vengeance.  Flooding rains and 100+ heat and humidity.  Welcome to 

summer!  Cruise nights, car shows, and festivals are in full swing.  Post on our facebook page if 

you plan on attending one of them, and maybe a few members will  join you.  I hope you are 

getting your corvette out & enjoying what summer has to offer.  Check out our events calendar 

that is in the monthly Reporter and on our website.  Additional events will be added as plans are 

finalized. 

 

 As usual, our club has been busy.  July was another fun month of events for our club.   

The month started with the Niles parade on the 4th of July.  We had nine cars represent the club.  

The kids always enjoy us throwing candy and revving our cars.  Sharkfest was on July 11th.  We 

had a great turnout of cars and NRL workers.  Thank you for helping make this car show 

successful.  We also had a co-sponsor autocross event in Bettendorf, IA on July 11-12th.  The 

turnout was less than hoped, but we made the best of it & had a great time working with Mid-

West Corvette Club.  Mark and Cindy hosted the Michigan weekend drive on July 17-19th 

ending at the Gilmore Museum.  Four couples enjoyed this awesome event.  Our best burger 

was on  July 23rd , arranged by Fred M. at Nickôs Tavern in Lemont, and I filled in at the venue.  

We had 11 members vote on their burgers.   On August 2nd Dan & I put on a drive for the 100th 

anniversary of Route 66.  We started in Bolingbrook, and ended in Bloomington/Normal.  We 

had 17 members enjoy the drive.  Pictures will be in the next reporter. 

 

 The NRL officers met on August 3rd to start planning the fall activities.  The group has 

put together some fun events.  Make sure you check out the events calendar in this reporter.  

 

 Hope you can join us for our next membership meeting on August 11, 2026 at Real Time 

Sports in Elk Grove Village, IL.  Pizza at 7, meeting starts at 7:30.   

Until thené.. 

  

Happy Motoring and remember to Save the Wave. 

 

Diane Wagner 
President 

Northern Rays LTD. 
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Northern Rays Corvette Club General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 

By: Cindy Barbera 

 

Meeting Location - Real Time Sports, Elk Grove Village, IL  

- Pizza was served at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Diane Wagner 

 

President®s Report ² Diane Wagner ² Last month®s meeting minutes were reviewed with motion for approval by 

Mike Baumer and seconded by Joe Jochheim. Fred and Sue Marano received awards at the NCCC Convention. 

Tom Novak & Leann Elliott are in Florida this month waiting for their grandson®s arrival. Mike Abinannti is out of 

town. Congratulations to Vern on his 2009 Challenger (6.1) Engine). Please remember to take pictures if you 

attend any of the outings and send them to Diane for the reporter. 

 
Events held since our last meeting:  

- June 12 Bloomfield Club Car Show. Five members attended the show. Most unusual car was a 1970 Pink 

Challenger. Thank you, Ed Frost, for arranging this event. 

- June 13 & 14 NRL Autocross event in Rantoul. 31 cars raced Thank you for the dedicated members, 

Mike Baumer, Chris Strohm, Lori & Joe Jochheim, Les Sandler and Linda Dunlap who came out to 

volunteer, as you made this a successful couple of days, dispute the weather. Les and Andy participated in 

driving the course for the first time. Chris raced both days. There was a pile of asphalt on the track to race 

around as Rantoul has received grant money to repair the runways for next year. 

- June 25th Fifth Burger Challenge ² Pop®s Pizza - Roselle, IL ² Mark Barbera. 19 members enjoyed great 

burgers. Forgot to take pictures.  

- July 4th Niles Parade ² Nine corvettes attended the parade on a perfect day. Missed seeing the flag across 

Harlen Ave this year. 

- July 11th Sharkfest Car Show VFW ² West Dundee, IL. Ed W., Mike Cambio, and Mike Piecyk thanked all 

the volunteers who came out to make this a successful event. The weather was gorgeous. There were 29 

C3 corvettes on exhibit. 52 corvettes in total. July 17, 2027, next year®s date. Location TBD. 

- July 11th ² 12th NRL Co-Sponsor Auto Cross Weekend- Bettendorf, IA. Disappointing turnout- 14 cars 

raced. Diane & Dan volunteered and Chris Strohm raced. 

 

Vice President®s Report ² Fred Marano ² There are some open weekend dates coming up. Some suggestions are 

September 19th - October Fest Dinner ² Schnitzel Platz ² Lombard, IL, - October 17th or October 31st ² Northern 

Illinois Food Bank Volunteer ² Geneva, IL - October 24th ² Fall color drive to Butterfly Supper Club & The Shopiere 

Tap in Beloit WI. ² November 14 NRL Thanksgiving. Any more suggestions and help with these events would be 

appreciated.  
- July Birthday ï Diane Kobs 

- Upcoming outings:  

- July 17th -19th Gilmore Museum Trip. Five cars are attending for this fun filled weekend. Thank you, Mark, 

for arranging this outing.  

- July 23rd Sixth Burger Challenge ² Nick®s Tavern ² Lemont, IL. Due to some circumstances Fred Marano 

will not be attending but will set up reservations and Diane Wagner will attend in Fred®s place. 
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- August 1st Route 66 Drive Out - Bloomington, IL Estimating starting is 9:30. Diane Wagner will have more 

details. 

- August 15th ² 16th  NRL Autocross Weekend ² Crystal Lake, IL  

- September 12th Bloomindale Parade ² Ed Frost 

- September 26-27th ² Drive out to Chestnut Mountain ² Galena, IL. More information to follow from Ed W. 

 

Governor®s Report ² Dan Wagner ² Mid America Motors ² Store and Museum was destroyed by an EF3 tornado on 

June 17th this year. They are starting to rebuild in a rented warehouse and are online for any orders. Please keep the 

Yeager family in your prayers. 

 

Secretary Report ² Cindy Barbera ² Thank you Diane, for posting the reporter this month.  

 

Treasurer®s Report ²Mike Baumer ² It was a very profitable month. Received a donation from the Shark Fest committee 

members ($500.00) and a profit of $944.00 from the Auto cross in Rantoul. On a side note: Mike is very happy to have 

his corvette back from the auto shop. 

 

Competition Report ² Dan Wagner ² Will need some volunteers NRL Auto Cross weekend in Crystal Lake. Ed W has a 

racer interested racing. His car is a souped up Toyota.  

                           

Membership Report ² Ed Frost ² Nothing to Report. 

 

Publications Report / NRL Reporter ² Diane Wagner ² Last month®s trivia question answer was 1963 split window. This 

model lasted for one year as drivers complained they could not see out of the rear-view mirror. Linda Dunlap and Andy 

Kanturek answered correctly. However, there was a debate that the 1973 corvette transitional model had a rear chrome 

bumper, and the front bumper was rubber. Diane would appreciate any corvette trivia she can post next month. 

 

Public Relations Director ² Chris Strohm ² Absent. 

 

Web Master Report ² Mike Baumer ² Pictures on the website have been updated.     

 

Sergeant at Arms Report ² Ed W. ² Eight Corvettes. Five No Show Corvettes 

 

Historian Report ² Vern Fagerberg ² The 50/50 can was named the pot of sliver because many years ago because 

members would dump any coins they had in their pockets and at the end of the night the total amount collected was 

raffled off. Years later the club changed the name to 50/50 to split the winnings and use 50% to pay for the pizzas.  

 -10 min. brake: 

 

Raffles coordinated by:  

Fred Marano-50/50 ² tickets $1 each or six for $5   Cindy Barbera ² General Raffle ² tickets $4 each or 3 for $10 

Gifts: Two bags of sweet corn ² Les Sandler and Sue Marano. Thank you Sue for sharing your ears of corn with Cindy 

Barber -Itasca fire Station Coffee mug with Starbucks gift card ² Terri -Pear wine ² Elaine ² Amour Wipes ² Vern ² One 

year of Corvette Quartley magazines ² Devin ² Tire Plugs -Mike Baumer ² Chips and Jersey Mike®s Gift Card ² Ed Frost 

² Pasta Bowl of Italian goodies ² Joe Jochheim -1,000 piece Jigsaw puzzle ² Diane Wagner Shryh Wine with Shark wine 

Glass ² Lind Dunlap. 

 

Winner this week for the 50/50: 

Mike Baumer won the 50/50 Cash Prize for $54.00 and donated to the club. Thanks Mike! 

 

Your contributions and ticket purchases support NRL and our pizza sharing at each meeting. Thank You! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. motion by Sue Marano and second by Andy Kanturek. 

 

Next Meeting August 11, 2026 
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Planning! 

General Raffle Donors ï 2026 NRL Meetings 
 

Sign Up Today & Thank You! 

        Your contributions help us share the fun & also enjoy Pizza at each meeting. 

 

 

January  

 

Fred & Sue M Dan & Diane W  

February 

 

Linda D. Lori & Joe J.  

March 

 

Les S. Mike B. Dan & Diane W. 

April  

 

Linda D. Mark & Cindy B.  

May  Elaine M. Lori & Joe J. Mike A. 

June        

 

Ed & Sue F. Ed & Terry W. Mike C. 

July Fred & Suzi M. Rose & Tim B.  

August Mike B. Linda D. Les S. 

September Mike P. Linda D. Chris S. 

October Mark & Cindy B. Ed & Terry W.  

November Dan & Diane W. Fred & Sue M. Joe & Lori J. 

December ï Special Holiday Meeting 

  

 

Thank you for all your Support!  
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Niles 4th of July Parade  
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Getting Ready!  
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Off We goé. 
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July 11, 2026 

Our Workers  
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Some of the cars. 
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Wǳƭȅ мт-мфΣ нлнс 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜύ 
[ǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ {ǘǊŀȅ 5ƻƎǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ .ǳũŀƭƻΣ aL  

hǳǊ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hŀǎƛǎΦ 

²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ   bƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƳƻƪŜΗ 


