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“Chevrolet Trademark(s) used with the written permission of General Motors." 

Northern Rays Ltd. (NRL) is a sanctioned club of 
the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). Its 
members are dedicated to the preservation and 
competition of the Chevrolet Corvette. 
 
    Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
Real Time Sports 
1120 W. Devon Ave. 
Elk Grove Village, Il 60007 
 

   Membership in NRL is based on an applicant 
meeting the following requirements: 

1)    Be a Corvette Enthusiast at the time of 
Application. 
 

2) Be at least 18 years old 
 

3) Submitted the first year’s NRL/NCCC New 
Member dues of $75 Single/$125 Couple, 
which includes an NRL club shirt. All 
members will also receive an NCCC 
membership card. 

4) NRL/NCCC Renewal dues are $45 Single/$75 
Couple. 

 
 

The Reporter is published monthly by Northern 
Rays Limited. The content of this publication is based 
on source material believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication. NRL holds no legal responsibility for 
correctness or completeness of materials submitted 
for publication. 

 
All inquiries concerning the Reporter Should be 

directed to the Publications Director. Advertising 
rates are listed on the back cover. 

 

All items being submitted for inclusion in the 
Reporter must be received by the Publications 
Director no later than the last Tuesday of the month. 

 
Address all club correspondence to Northern Rays 

Ltd., P.O. Box 455, Itasca, Illinois 60143. 
 
Northern Rays Ltd. Is registered in the State 

of Illinois as a not-for-profit organization. 

2025 Northern Rays Ltd. 
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From the Office of the President 

May 2025 

 
 

Reminder that we will begin in April through October our $2.00 penalty, payable to the NRL kitty each time 

you don’t attend the monthly meeting (rain or shine) without your corvette.  

We just completed our 1st Best Burger Challenge at the Empire Burger & Brew in Lombard on April 24th,  

hopefully all enjoyed their burgers & evening and gave a great score to set the bar for the next challenge!  

Our next event followed shortly on April 26th, Fruhlingsfest at Schnitzel Platz in Glendale Heights, IL. I’m sure 

we’ll hear more about these two events at our next club meeting. 

The next Best Burger Challenge is set for May 29th, at JT’s Porch Saloon & Eatery, 665 W Roosevelt Rd. 

Lombard, IL. hosted by Dan & Diane Wagner. 

 

It's been a wet spring so far but keep praying for sunshine, we will soon be going out on some nice drives. 

 

Keep checking out our event calendar in the Reporter and on the web. Events will continue to evolve 

throughout the season. So, keep those suggestions coming in, Tim & Rose have been doing a great job! 

 

NCCC Midwest Region competition Autocross has also begun, these are fun and friendly events. Try out your 

handling skills and enjoy going fast with no tickets! I don’t think you can outdrive what these vehicles are 

capable of.  The Midwest Region’s 3-day event in Rantoul is coming up for May 24 -26 sign up as a driver or 

helper and enjoy a fun packed weekend.  

 

▪ The 2025 Convention in Wisconsin Dells is August 16th through the 22nd. Registration and Day Passes for 

the convention are still available online. There are lots of fun things to do, so sign up early before the events 

are filled.  Come for a day or the whole week, it would be great to have a large group presence from NRL, a 

fun time for all! 

 

Hope you will join us for our next membership meeting on May 13th, 2025, at Real Time Sports in Elk Grove 

Village, IL.  Pizza at 7:00, the meeting starts at 7:30. Remember, Drive & Enjoy your Cars! 

 

  

Fred Marano 
President 

Northern Rays LTD. 
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Northern Rays Corvette Club General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, April 15th, 2025 

By: Cindy Barbera 

 
 

Meeting Location - Real Time Sports, Elk Grove Village, IL  

- Pizza was served at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Fred Marano 

 

President’s Report – Fred Marano – Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed with motion for approval by 

Diane Wagner and seconded by Mike Baumer. One visitor, Rich Verba (C-1 & C-8).  There are still openings for 

raffle gifts. Reminder: Corvette Tax: April through October - Drive your corvette to the meeting or pay $2.00. 

Need volunteers for Autocross Rantoul in June and Sharkfest in July. Thank you, Suzi, for the delicious chocolate 

chip cookies. 

 

Events held since our last meeting:  

     -March 22nd Feed my Straving Children. Thank you for participating. We had a lot of fun working on teams 

and packing hundreds of meal packets! 

- March 29th Midwest Regional Award Banquet – Madison WI – Awards Presented to- Fred & Suzi 

Marano – Diane & Dan Wagner – Chris Strohm. 

 

Vice President’s Report – Tim Bruin –  

- Six members’ birthdays in April. 

- Upcoming outings:  

- April 4th - Makray Golf Course Fish. 

-     April 24th – First Burger Challenge – Empire- Lombard.  

- April 26th – Fruhlingsfest (Spring Festival) – Schnitzel Platz –  

- May 4rd Great Game Show – Oakbrook  

- May 25th 53rd Sandwich Fairgrounds Auto Show 

- May 4rd Great Game Show – Oakbrook  

- May 29th Second Burger Challenge – JT Porch - Lombard 

- May 31st Drive to Anderson’s Japanese Gardens - Rockford 

- June 6 & 7th NCCC Autocross Weekend – McHenry Community College – Crystal Lake 

- June 14 & 15th NCCC Autocross - Rantoul – NRL Sponsor Event Need volunteers. 

- June 28th Boarder Run Sipping Trip 

- July 4th NRL Niles Parade 

- July 19th Sharkfest – VFW Post West Dundee Need Volunteers.  

- July 26 or 27th Schaumburg’s Boomers Baseball Game 

- August 17th – 22nd NCCC National Convention  

- August 21st Dinner drive out at Ishnala Supper Club – During the NCCC Convention. 

- September 6th Bloomingdale Parade  

- Sept 13th NRL Club Picnic – Vern’s in Somonauk, IL TBD 

 

Governor’s Report – Dan Wagner – Nothing to report. 
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Secretary Report – Cindy Barbera - Nothing to report. 

 

Treasurer’s Report –Mike Baumer – Reviewed Income and Expenses for March. 

 

Competition Report – Dan Wagner – Passed out a sign-up sheet for workers that are needed for the NRL auto-x 

weekend June 14th & 15th. 

                           

Membership Report – Ed Frost – Two visitors attended with interest in joining the club and one new member 

Mark Treschl (95 C-4)   

 

Publications Report – NRL Reporter - Position Open - although now it is being handled by Diane Wagner until 

a volunteer or an official person is selected. 

 

Public Relations Director – Chris Strohm -Nothing to Report. 

 

Web Master Report – Mike Baumer – Website is up. – April Reporter prepared by Diane Wagner.           

 

Sergeant at Arms Report – Santo S. & Ed W. 8 Corvettes  

 

Historian Report – Vern Fagerberg – Nothing to Report.                                 
 

- 10 min. brake: 
 

Raffles coordinated by:  

Suzi Marano -50/50 – tickets $1 each or six for $5 – Fred Marano -General Raffle – tickets $4 each or 3 for $10 

Gifts: Wine, Candy, Table Lantern, Corvette Puzzle, Corvette Keychain – Corvette Book – Sun Tea Decanter. 

 

Winner this week for the 50/50: 

 

- Tom Novak won the 50/50 Cash Prize for $44.00.  

 

Your contributions and ticket purchases support NRL and our pizza sharing at each meeting. Thank You! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. motion by Dan Wagner. and second by Tim. 

 

Next Meeting May 13, 2025 
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Planning! 

General Raffle Donors – 2025 NRL Meetings 
 

Sign Up Today & Thank You! 

Your contributions help us share the fun and also enjoy Pizza at each meeting. 

 

 
January  

 

Joe & Lori J. Fred & Elaine M.  

February 

 

Mike & Katy B. Linda Dunlap  

March 

 

Dan & Diane W. Joe & Lori J. Les S. 

April  

 

Mark & Cindy B. Ed & Sue F. Tom & Leann 

May  Ed & Sue F. Fred & Suzi M. Fred & Elaine M. 

June        

 

Santo & Kim S. Ed & Terry W. Linda D. 

July Tim & Rose B. Tom & Leann  

August Mike & Katy B.   

September Fred & Suzi M. Ed & Terry W.  

October Dan & Diane W. Mark & Cindy B. Tom & Leann 

November    

December – Special Holiday Meeting 

  

 

Thank you for all your Support! 
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The search for the “Best Burger” begins. 

APRIL 24, 2025 

At Empire Burgers & Brew in Lombard. 

19 attended, and 18 members rated their burgers.  We had so much fun that we 

forgot to take pictures!  But we do have one with the corvettes that attended. 
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NRL Celebrating Spring at Schnitzel Platz in Glendale Hts. 

April 26, 2025 

Elaine winning a record and Sue stealing 

the show! 



 10 

  

Happy Birthday    
                                     

 

 

May Birthdays 
                      

                     Santo Scafide     May 25  

                     Fred Marano      May 29 
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2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

3DATE EVENT KEY CONTACT 

Tues – May 13 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     
 

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Thus – May 29 Best Burger Challenge – JT Porch Saloon & Eatery 
665 Roosevelt Road, Lombard IL 60148 - @ 6pm 
 

Diane W 

Sat – May 31 Andersons Japanese Gardens & Lunch 
318 Spring Creek Rd., Rockford, IL  61107 
https://andersongardens.org/ 
 
Lunch:  Prairie Street Brewery 
200 Prairie Street, Rockford, IL   61107 
https://psbrewingco.com/ 
 
9AM - Depart from Granny’s Restaurant, 109 N. Swift Rd., Addison, IL  
60101.  (Breakfast before for those interested)  

 

Fred M./Tim B.  

Jun 7 & 8 NCCC Autocross Weekend – McHenry Cnty Comm. College 
8900 Northwest Hwy #14, Crystal Lake, IL 
 

Dan W. & Diane W. 

Tues – Jun 10 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     
 

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Jun 14 & 15 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Rantoul Natn’l Aviation Cntr. 
6 Aviation Ctr. Dr., Rantoul, IL   
(note:  Father’s Day Weekend) 
NRL Sponsored event….Please sign up to help work the event! 

Dan W. & Diane  

Thurs – Jun 26 Best Burger Challenge – The Burger Local 
577 S 3rd Street #102, Geneva IL 60134 - @6 pm 

Linda D. 

Sat – June 28 Boarder Run “Sippin’ Trip” Drive Out – details pending. 
Brewery, Winery & Distillery visits followed by dinner 
. 

Tim & Rose B.  

Fri – July 4 NRL Niles Parade – Notre Dame HS (details TBD) 
7655 W. Dempster St., Niles, IL 
(Breakfast before @ Kapp’s Pancake House – Morton Grove, IL) 

Ed. F. & Mike B. 

   
  

2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 
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2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

 

   

DATE EVENT KET CONTACT 

Jul 12 & 13 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Davenport, IA  Dan W. & Diane W. 

Sat – Jul 19 Sharkfest – VFW Post 2298  
117 S. 1st St., West Dundee, IL   
 

Mike Cambio 

Thurs – Jul 24 Best Burger Challenge – Brandt’s Of Palatine 
807 W Northwest Hwy, Palatine IL 60067 - @ 6pm 

Tim B. 

Jul 26 or 27 Schaumburg Boomers Game Tim B. 

Tues – Aug 12 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     
 

Fred M. & Tim B.  

Aug 17 - 22 NCCC National Convention – Kalahari Resort & Convention Ctr. 
Wisconsin Dells, WI  (note:  registration opens 2/1) 
https://www.mwregion.com/convention2025.html 
 
 Option:  possible drive-out dinner on 8/16 at Ishanala Supper Club? 

Dan W. & Diane W.  
 
 
 
Fred M.   

Thurs - Aug 28 Best Burger Challenge – Old Town Pub & Eatery 
40W290 LaFox Rd, Campton Hills IL 60175 - @ 6pm 

Chris S. 

Sat – Sep 6 Bloomingdale Parade – Details TBD 
 

Ed F. 

Tues – Sep 9 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     
 

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Sat – Sep 13 NRL Club Picnic @ Vern’s in Somonauk, IL 
Details tbd 
 

Vern F. 

Thurs – Sep 25 Best Burger Challenge – Lucky Smash Burgers 
795 W Dundee Rd, Palatine IL 60067 - @ 6pm 

Mike C. 

Oct 4 – 5 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Pekin, IL  
 

Dan W. & Diane W. 

Tues – Oct 14 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     
 

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Thurs – Oct 30 Best Burger Challenge – Spears Bourbon Burgers & Beer 
723 N Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling IL 60090 - @ 6pm 

Mark B. 

Tues – Nov 11 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL     

Fred M. & Tim B.  

  

2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 
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2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

                     Bold are planned events & dates.   Bold in yellow are firmed w/ sign-up’s circulated. 

   

DATE EVENT KET CONTACT 

Sat – Dec 6 NRL Christmas Dinner – Villagio (time/details - pending)  
1242 Lake St., Roselle, Il  
 

Ed F. 

Tues – Dec 9 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM (Xmas Meeting/White Eleph. 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL   
   

Fred M. & Tim B. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Planning / Events  

 May 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

                     Bold are planned events & dates.   Bold in yellow are firmed w/ sign-up’s circulated. 

    Bold in green planned drive-outs.    Italics are planned but, not yet firm. 

2025 Events we have enjoyed so far: 

1. Our First NRL event of 2019 – A wonderful turnout of 18 warriors on January 25th competed, ladies 
against the men for bragging rights for whichever team escaped first from their Escape/Panic room.  
This event was held at the Panic Room in Addison.  After the ladies won, everyone went to Shoeless 
Joe’s for lunch. 

2. Thank you for Supporting Heart Health Month & our annual paper drive for the Itasca Food Pantry 
at our February membership meeting. 

3. Bocce Ball at Pinstripes in S. Barrington on March 8th was a blast!  We had three courses reserved 
for us, and another great turnout.  Girls against the boys.  The final round was not completed because 
we ran out of time, so we are going to have to come back and do it again!  Thanks Tim & Rose for 
planning this fun event.  Afterwards, most of us went to Rosatti’s Pizza for dinner. 

4. March 22nd NRL volunteered their time to “Feed My Starving Children” in Schamburg.  Thank you 
for donating your time to help feed those in need.  NRL Rocks! 

5. Friday April 4th was our 2nd year at Makray Golf Club for our annual fish fry event.  22 members 
ventured out in horrible weather to attend this year.   

6. April 24th was our first installment of the “Best Burger Challenge.”  Fred Marano won the first pick, 
and his choice was Empire Burger in Lombard.  18 members rated the burgers at this cool dining 
spot.  (just wished it was a little warmer out so we could have stayed outside without them closing us 
in) 

7. April 26th NRL celebrated Fruhlingsfest (Spring Festival) at Schnitzel Platz.  The drinks flowed, and 
everyone enjoyed their German dinner selections.  Elaine won a raffle for a record of her choice, and 
Sue danced and entertained everyone along with the “paid” entertainment.  

8. The Great Big Gameshow event was on May 4th. Another men against the ladies competition event.  
15 members enjoyed trivia, puzzles, and chance games.  And….. Of course the winners for the 2nd 
time this year were “THE LADIES!” 
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May 4, 2025 

15 competitors—Men against the women completed for bragging 

rights.  After several different games were played, the blue 

team, which was the “girls” term won! 
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In what year did GM sell the most Corvettes? 

May 2025 Question 



 28 

In what year was a trailer towing package first 

offered on a Corvette? 

April 2025  

Trivia Answer 

1997 
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Real Time Sports bar located in Elk Grove Village is a sports bar 
like you have never seen before.  With 50 HD TVs and a 20 foot 
jumbo screen, we offer all sports games minute by minute. 
Unbelievable food and awesome drink specials keep our 
customers coming back for more.  We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

Real Time Sports Bar
Tel:  847-534-5000
1120 W Devon Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

Our Meeting Place
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In Lombard. 

Celebrating the winning ladies team! 
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