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NRL 2024 Midwest Region Competition Awards presented 

to:  Dan W. #5, Fred M. #10, Chris S. 200 points, Diane W. #2, Suzi M. 

200 points. 

Fred & Diane proudly holding the award for NRL being  the 

#2 club in points for 2024!  Great job Northern Rays!! 
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“Chevrolet Trademark(s) used with the written permission of General Motors." 

Northern Rays Ltd. (NRL) is a sanctioned club of 
the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). Its 
members are dedicated to the preservation and 
competition of the Chevrolet Corvette. 
 
    Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
Real Time Sports 
1120 W. Devon Ave. 
Elk Grove Village, Il 60007 
 

   Membership in NRL is based on an applicant 
meeting the following requirements: 

1)    Be a Corvette Enthusiast at the time of 
Application. 
 

2) Be at least 18 years old 
 

3) Submitted the first year’s NRL/NCCC New 
Member dues of $75 Single/$125 Couple, 
which includes an NRL club shirt. All 
members will also receive an NCCC 
membership card. 

4) NRL/NCCC Renewal dues are $45 Single/$75 
Couple. 

 
 

The Reporter is published monthly by Northern 
Rays Limited. The content of this publication is based 
on source material believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication. NRL holds no legal responsibility for 
correctness or completeness of materials submitted 
for publication. 

 
All inquiries concerning the Reporter Should be 

directed to the Publications Director. Advertising 
rates are listed on the back cover. 

 

All items being submitted for inclusion in the 
Reporter must be received by the Publications 
Director no later than the last Tuesday of the month. 

 
Address all club correspondence to Northern Rays 

Ltd., P.O. Box 455, Itasca, Illinois 60143. 
 
Northern Rays Ltd. Is registered in the State 

of Illinois as a not-for-profit organization. 

2025 Northern Rays Ltd. 
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From the Office of the President 

June 2025 

 
 

We started off this month with the Game Show Event on May 4th, this was a fast passed buzzer slapping, quick 

thinking challenge with 18 members, two teams, (girls vs. the boys) and low and behold the Girls Win Again! 

 

We’ve also completed our 2nd Best Burger Challenge at JT’s Porch & Tavern in Lombard on May 29th, 

Another great turnout with 10 cars and 18 members.  My burger was cooked to perfection; it sounded like 

everyone else had a good experience as well and the price was right!  

The next burger challenge is at Burger Local in Geneva, IL on June 26th, hosted by Linda Dunlap.  

 

We have had some good days and bad days throughout this month of May, not the best for getting the cars out, 

but our short trip to the 2nd burger challenge and the road trip to the Japanese Gardens on May 31st, was perfect, 

cool but the sun felt great. Nice drive with photo ops at the Garden and a fun time at the Poison Ivy Pub 

followed.  

 

Dan & Diane Wagner didn’t make the trip to the Garden, but did continue their racing challenge with SCCA to 

keep from getting rusty, and from what I’ve heard they brought home a couple of trophies! Congratulations!  

 

Keep checking out our event calendar in the Reporter and on the web. Events will continue to evolve 

throughout the season. So, keep those suggestions coming in, Tim & Rose have been doing a great job! 

 

NCCC Midwest Region competition Autocross has begun; these are fun and friendly events. Try out your 

handling skills and enjoy going fast with no speeding tickets! NRL’s 2-day event in Rantoul is coming up, drive 

down on the 13th and stay for the races on June 14 & 15th, and enjoy a fun packed weekend.  

Both drivers and / or helpers are needed. The club appreciates all that can help with this event. 

 

Also, Shark Fest is just around the Corner on July 19th. We will hold a workers meeting following our June club 

meeting to discuss responsibilities. Thanks to all the volunteers that offered to help. 

 

▪ The 2025 Convention in Wisconsin Dells is August 16th through the 22nd. Registration and Day Passes for 

the convention are still available online. There are lots of fun things to do, so sign up early before the events 

are filled.  Come for a day or the whole week, it would be great to have a large group presence from NRL, a 

fun time for all! 

 

Hope you will join us for our next membership meeting on June 10th, 2025, at Real Time Sports in Elk Grove 

Village, IL.  Pizza at 7:00, the meeting starts at 7:30. Remember, Drive & Enjoy your Cars! $2.00 penalty, if 

you don’t attend the monthly meeting with your corvette.  

 

 

  

Fred Marano 
President 

Northern Rays LTD. 
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Northern Rays Corvette Club General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, May 13th, 2025 

By: Cindy Barbera 

 
 

Meeting Location - Real Time Sports, Elk Grove Village, IL  

- Pizza was served at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Fred Marano 

 

President’s Report – Fred Marano – Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed with motion for approval by 

Mike Baumer and seconded by Tom Novak.  There are still openings for raffle gifts. Reminder: Corvette Tax: 

April through October - Drive your corvette to the meeting or pay $2.00. It is a busy summer with a lot of events 

for the club. 

 

Events held since our last meeting:  

 

    - April 24th – First Burger Challenge – Empire- Lombard. 19 attended and 18 voted on the burger. Starting out                   

strong. 

    - April 26th – Fruhlingsfest (Spring Festival) – Schnitzel Platz - "Oans, zwoa, drei, g\'suffa!" (One, two, 
three, drink!) and drink we did and enjoyed dining on the delicious German dinner selections. Thank you, Tim 

and Rose for the pretzels and for coordinating another great event. 

 

   - May 4th Great Game Show – Oakbrook -15 members participated answering questions and solving puzzles. In 

the end the girls prove they are smarter than the men. Went for an early dinner at the Patio. It was a lot of fun and 

good company. 

 

Vice President’s Report – Tim Bruin –  

- Two members’ birthdays are in April. 

- Upcoming outings:  

- May 25th 53rd Sandwich Fairgrounds Auto Show  

- May 29th Second Burger Challenge – JT Porch - Lombard 

- May 31st Drive to Anderson’s Japanese Gardens - Rockford 

- June 7 & 8th NCCC Autocross Weekend – McHenry Community College – Crystal Lake 

- June 14 & 15th NCCC Autocross - Rantoul – NRL Sponsor Event Need volunteers. 

- June 26th – Burger Challenge – The Burger Local – Geveva. 

- June 28th Boarder Run Sipping Trip 

- July 4th NRL Niles Parade. 

- July 19th Sharkfest – VFW Post West Dundee Need Volunteers.  

- See event calendar for future outings 

 

Governor’s Report – Dan Wagner – Attened the Governor’s meeting. Discussion on the continuing cost increase 

operating NCCC. Discussed the proposal is to raise membership dues by $15 for individuals and $5 for spouses. 

Dan requested a vote from the members who approved the increase; Dan will vote yes to the increase at the next 

Governor’s meeting. Auto Cross classification is changing to match car models C1 thru C8. 
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Secretary Report – Cindy Barbera - Nothing to report. 

 

Treasurer’s Report –Mike Baumer – Reviewed Income and Expenses for April. The cost to apply for Form 

1024 is $600.00 

 

Competition Report – Dan Wagner – 2024 Awards passed out to Chris Strohm -200 points – Fred Marano – 10th 

place in the region, 5th place Dan Wagner, 2nd place Diane Wagner and 200 worker point – Suzi Marano. In 

addition, NRL received 2nd place in the regional points for 2024. 

                           

Membership Report – Ed Frost – Nothing to report.   

 

Publications Report – NRL Reporter - Position Open - although now it is being handled by Diane Wagner until 

a volunteer, or an official person is selected. Thank you, Diane, for doing a great job. 

 

Public Relations Director – Chris Strohm -Nothing to Report. 

 

Web Master Report – Mike Baumer – Web page is continually being updated.           

 

Sergeant at Arms Report – Santo S. & Ed W. 13 Corvettes – Two member paid the penalty this month. 

 

Historian Report – Vern Fagerberg – Absent.                                 
 

- 10 min. brake: 
 

Raffles coordinated by:  

Mark Barbera -50/50 – tickets $1 each or six for $5 – Tim Bruin -General Raffle – tickets $4 each or 3 for $10 

Gifts: Flowers, Platt Hill Gift Card, 12 pack Beer, Wine with Chocolates, Corvette Magazines – Corvette Puzzle – 

Sun Tea Decanter. 

 

Winner this week for the 50/50: 

 

- Les won the 50/50 Cash Prize for $58.00.  

 

Your contributions and ticket purchases support NRL and our pizza sharing at each meeting. Thank You! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm. motion by Fred Marano. and second by Chris Strohm. 

 

Next Meeting June 10, 2025 
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Planning! 

General Raffle Donors – 2025 NRL Meetings 
 

Sign Up Today & Thank You! 

Your contributions help us share the fun and also enjoy Pizza at each meeting. 

 

 
January  

 

Joe & Lori J. Fred & Elaine M.  

February 

 

Mike & Katy B. Linda Dunlap  

March 

 

Dan & Diane W. Joe & Lori J. Les S. 

April  

 

Mark & Cindy B. Ed & Sue F. Tom & Leann 

May  Ed & Sue F. Fred & Suzi M. Fred & Elaine M. 

June        

 

Santo & Kim S. Ed & Terry W. Linda D. 

July Tim & Rose B. Tom & Leann  

August Mike & Katy B.   

September Fred & Suzi M. Ed & Terry W.  

October Dan & Diane W. Mark & Cindy B. Tom & Leann 

November    

December – Special Holiday Meeting 

  

 

Thank you for all your Support! 
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May 29, 2025 

At JT’s Porch Saloon & Eatery in Lombard. 

18 attended, and 16 members rated their burgers.   
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Located in Rockford, IL  

NRL Drive out May 31,2025 
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After walking the gardens, the final stop was for a much needed 

drink and lunch at the Poison Ivy Pub in Roscoe, IL. 
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Happy Birthday   

  

         June Birthdays 
                      

                   Mark Treschl          June 14 

                   Ed Wodniakowski   June 16 

                   Iris Steinhoff           June 22 

                   Kim Scafide            June 22 

                   Vern Fagerberg       June 26                      
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DATE EVENT KEY CONTACT 

Sat – May 31 Andersons Japanese Gardens & Lunch 

318 Spring Creek Rd., Rockford, IL  61107 

https://andersongardens.org/ 

  
Lunch:  Poison Ivy Pub 

5765 Elevator Rd., Roscoe, IL   61073 

https://psbrewingco.com/ 

  
9AM - Depart from Granny’s Restaurant, 109 N. Swift Rd., Addison, IL  60101.  
(Breakfast before for those interested) 
  

Fred M./Tim B. 

Jun 7 & 8 NCCC Autocross Weekend – McHenry Cnty Comm. College 

8900 Northwest Hwy #14, Crystal Lake, IL – NRL Co-Sponsor 

  

Dan W. & Diane 
W. 

Tues – Jun 10 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

  

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Jun 14 & 15 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Rantoul Natn’l Aviation Cntr. 
6 Aviation Ctr. Dr., Rantoul, IL 

(note:  Father’s Day Weekend) 
NRL Sponsored event….Please sign up to help work the event! 

Dan W. & Diane 
61107W. 

Thur – June 26 Best Burger Challenge – The Burger Local 
577 S. 3rd St., Geneva, IL  60134 @ 6 PM 

  

Linda D. 

Sat – June 28 Boarder Run “Sippin’ Trip” Drive Out – details pending. 
Brewery, Winery & Distillery visits followed by dinner 

  
Duesterbeck’s Brewing Co. – Elkhorn, WI 
Staller Estate Winery – Delavan, WI 
Rush Creek Distillary – Harvard, IL 

Heritage House Supper Club – Harvard, IL 
                                (Rain Date:  Sunday, June 29) 

Tim & Rose B. 

Fri – July 4 NRL Niles Parade – Notre Dame HS (details TBD) 
7655 W. Dempster St., Niles, IL 

(Breakfast before @ Kapp’s Pancake House – Morton Grove, IL) 

Ed. F. & Mike B. 

Jul 12 & 13 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Isle Casino Hotel- Bettendorf, IA 

1800 Isle Parkway, Bettendorf, IA 52722 – NRL Co-Sponsor 

Dan W. & Diane 
W. 

Sat – Jul 19 Sharkfest – VFW Post 2298 

117 S. 1st St., West Dundee, IL 

Mike Cambio 

2025 Planning / Events  

 June 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

https://andersongardens.org/
https://psbrewingco.com/
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Thur – July 24 Best Burger Challenge – Brandt’s of Palatine 

807 W. Northwest Hwy., Palatine, IL  60067 @ 6PM 

  

Tim B. 

Jul 26 or 27 Schaumburg Boomers Game Tim B. Tim B. 

Tues – Aug 12 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

  

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Aug 17 - 22 NCCC National Convention – Kalahari Resort & Convention Ctr. 
Wisconsin Dells, WI  (note:  registration opens 2/1) 

https://www.mwregion.com/convention2025.html 

  
 Option:  possible drive-out dinner on 8/16 at Ishanala Supper Club? 

Dan W. & Diane 
W. 
  
  
  
Fred M. 

Thurs – Aug 
28 

Best Burger Challenge – Old Towne Pub & Eatery 

40W290 Laxford Rd., Campton Hills, IL  60175 @ 6PM 

  

Chris S. 

Sat – Sep 6 Bloomingdale Parade – Details TBD 

  
Ed F. 

Tues – Sep 9 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

  

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Sat – Sep 13 NRL Club Picnic @ Vern’s in Somonauk, IL 

Details tbd 

  

Vern F. 

Thur – Sept 25 Best Burger Challenge – Lucky Smash Burgers 

795 W. Dundee Rd., Palatine, IL  60067 @ 6PM 

Mike C. 

Oct 4 – 5 NCCC Autocross Weekend – Pekin, IL 

NRL Co-Sponsor 

Dan W. & Diane 
W. 

Tues – Oct 14 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

  

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Thur – Oct. 30 Best Burger Challenge – Spears Bourbon Burgers Beers 

723 N. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL  60090 @ 6PM 

Mark B. 

Tues – Nov 11 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM 

Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

  

Fred M. & Tim B. 

Sat – Dec 6 NRL Christmas Dinner – Villagio (time/details - pending) 
1242 Lake St., Roselle, Il 

Ed F. 

Tues – Dec 9 Monthly Club Meeting – 7:30 PM (Xmas Meeting/White Eleph. 
Real Time Sports - 1120 W. Devon, Elk Grove, IL 

Fred M. & Tim B. 

2025 Planning / Events  

 June 2025 
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

                     Bold are planned events & dates.   Bold in yellow are firmed w/ sign-up’s circulated. 

    Bold in green planned drive-outs.    Italics are planned but, not yet firm. 

https://www.mwregion.com/convention2025.html
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2025 Events we have enjoyed so far: 

1. Our First NRL event of 2019 – A wonderful turnout of 18 warriors on January 25th competed, ladies 
against the men for bragging rights for whichever team escaped first from their Escape/Panic room.  
This event was held at the Panic Room in Addison.  After the ladies won, everyone went to Shoeless 
Joe’s for lunch. 

2. Thank you for Supporting Heart Health Month & our annual paper drive for the Itasca Food Pantry 
at our February membership meeting. 

3. Bocce Ball at Pinstripes in S. Barrington on March 8th was a blast!  We had three courses reserved 
for us, and another great turnout.  Girls against the boys.  The final round was not completed because 
we ran out of time, so we are going to have to come back and do it again!  Thanks Tim & Rose for 
planning this fun event.  Afterwards, most of us went to Rosatti’s Pizza for dinner. 

4. March 22nd NRL volunteered their time to “Feed My Starving Children” in Schamburg.  Thank you 
for donating your time to help feed those in need.  NRL Rocks! 

5. Friday April 4th was our 2nd year at Makray Golf Club for our annual fish fry event.  22 members 
ventured out in horrible weather to attend this year.   

6. April 24th was our first installment of the “Best Burger Challenge.”  Fred Marano won the first pick, 
and his choice was Empire Burger in Lombard.  18 members rated the burgers at this cool dining 
spot.  (just wished it was a little warmer out so we could have stayed outside without them closing us 
in) 

7. April 26th NRL celebrated Fruhlingsfest (Spring Festival) at Schnitzel Platz.  The drinks flowed, and 
everyone enjoyed their German dinner selections.  Elaine won a raffle for a record of her choice, and 
Sue danced and entertained everyone along with the “paid” entertainment.  

8. The Great Big Gameshow event was on May 4th. Another men against the ladies competition event.  
15 members enjoyed trivia, puzzles, and chance games.  And….. Of course the winners for the 2nd 
time this year were “THE LADIES!” 

9. May 29th was our 2nd installment of the “Best Burger” challenge.  Diane W hosted 17 members and 
one guest at JT’s Porch Saloon & Eatery in Lombard.  16 members voted for the challenge.  We also 
got to celebrate Fred M. His birthday was on this day, so we all sang happy birthday and had some 
cake!  Fun night! 

10. Anderson’s Japanese Gardens in Rockford was our next outing on May 31st.  15 members enjoyed 
walking around this beautiful property.  Afterwards everyone caravaned to the Poison Ivy Pub for 
lunch.  It was a cool but sunny day, and a great day of fellowship. 
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Kenny Anderson Memorial Low Speed  

Saturday July 12th & Sunday July 13th, 2025 

Location: Isle Casino Hotel, 1800 Isle Parkway, Bettendorf, IA 52722                      

 

Sanctions:  

Saturday MW-054-11~13, MW-135-11~14  

Sunday MW-054-04~11  

Pre-registration (NCCC Members only): Payment must be received by July 4th to obtain discount  

 Full Weekend Value Package   $130  

 Single day 8-24 or 8-25   $80  

Click here for ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION  

Please make check payable to: Mid-West Corvette Club 

Send to: Mid-West Corvette Club, P.O. Box 111, Milan, IL 61264 

Day of Event Fees:  

               Full Weekend Value Package  $150  

            Single day 8-24 or 8-25  $90  

Club Governors:  

MW-135 Dan Wagner  (C) 630 337-7370  wagnersminis@aol.com 

MW-054 Roger Miller  (C) 815-719-3072    millerrog18@gmail.com 

Host Clubs:  

MW-135 Northern Rays Ltd. & MW-054 Mid-West Corvettes  
All times are Central Daylight Time:   

  Saturday   Sunday  

Registration/Tech:   8:30AM to 9:15 AM   8:00AM to 8:30AM  

Drivers Meeting:   9:30AM   8:45AM  

First car out immediately following driver’s meetings.    
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Event Information:  
• Drivers must show valid driver’s license   

• Entrants may be asked to work   

• No open exhaust, 103db limit   

• Non-Corvettes and non-NCCC entrants will compete in Guest class   

• There will be a lunch provided on Saturday   

• No alcoholic beverages allowed   

• Overnight trailer parking allowed at your own risk and overnight RV is allowed at event site in the 

Valet Parking Lot. 

• Event results will be available on NCCC Competition database   

• Passengers allowed per NCCC rules (12 or older with those under 18 having parent or guardian 

present and waivers signed) and beginning in 2024, other competitors may be passengers   

• This event is voluntary, all participants come at their own risk. NCCC insurance does not cover non-

NCCC members. COVID 19 guidelines (if any) must be followed and failure to comply could result in 

disqualification and ejection.  

 

Reservation Method and Payment: Room, tax, deposit and all incidentals to be paid by the guest. 

Reservations made by guests calling 1-800-843-4753, identifying themselves as being with the Group: 

VET725 in order to receive the special group rate. Single King - $145.00.  Double-Queen - $145.00. 

 

Hotel Room Reservation Cut-off Date: Saturday, June 28, 2025 This date represents the cut-off for 

accepting reservations into this room block; remaining inventory will fall back into general inventory, late 

reservation requests will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis. No attrition imposed for 

rooms not picked up 

 

 Map: 
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Currently, what state has the most registered corvette 

owners? 

June 2025 Question 
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In what year did GM sell the most Corvettes? 

May 2025  

Trivia Answer 

1979 
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Real Time Sports bar located in Elk Grove Village is a sports bar 
like you have never seen before.  With 50 HD TVs and a 20 foot 
jumbo screen, we offer all sports games minute by minute. 
Unbelievable food and awesome drink specials keep our 
customers coming back for more.  We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

Real Time Sports Bar
Tel:  847-534-5000
1120 W Devon Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

Our Meeting Place
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Caption the picture below.   

Email your best caption to me at wagnersminis@aol.com.   

Best caption will win a prize at our June meeting. 

Good luck! 
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