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Ed & Sue! 

Beautiful 2026 Stingray Convertible! 
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2026 NRL OFFICERS 

www.northernrayscorvetteclub.com 

PRESIDENT  

Diane Wagner  

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

VICE PRESIDENT  

Fred Marano  

E-mail: pilotdad13@aol.com   

NCCC GOVERNOR 

Dan Wagner  
E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

SECRETARY 

Cindy Barbera  

E-mail: cbarbera@fquinncorp.com  

TREASURER  

Mike Baumer   

E-mail: mbaumer@comcast.net   

COMPETTION DIRECTOR  

Dan Wagner 

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  

Ed Frost  

E-mail: vettte1999@gmail.com   

PUBLICATION DIRECTOR 

Diane Wagner  

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Chris Strohm  

E-mail: strohm95@gmail.com 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  

Santo Scafide 

      E-mail: santo1963@ymail.com  

Ed Wodniakowski       
E-mail: edw0647@aol.com  
 
WEBMASTER 

Mike Baumer   

E-mail: mbaumer@comcast.net   

CLUB HISTORIAN 

Vern Fagerberg  

E-mail: IS1949@frontier.com   

 

  

Northern Rays Ltd. (NRL) is a sanctioned club of 
the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). Its 
members are dedicated to the preservation and 
competition of the Chevrolet Corvette. 
 
    Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
Real Time Sports 
1120 W. Devon Ave. 
Elk Grove Village, Il 60007 
 

   Membership in NRL is based on an applicant 
meeting the following requirements: 

1)    Be a Corvette Enthusiast at the time of 
Application. 
 

2) Be at least 18 years old 
 

3) Submit the first year’s NRL/NCCC New 
Member dues of $90 Single/$145 Couple, 
which includes an NRL club shirt.  All 
members will also receive an NCCC 
membership card. 

 

NRL/NCCC Renewal dues are $60 Single/$95 
Couple. 

 
 

The Reporter is published monthly by Northern 
Rays Limited. The content of this publication is based 
on source material believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication. NRL holds no legal responsibility for 
correctness or completeness of materials submitted 
for publication. 

 
All inquiries concerning the Reporter Should be 

directed to the Publications Director. Advertising 
rates are listed on the back pages. 

 

All items being submitted for inclusion in the 
Reporter must be received by the Publications 
Director no later than the last Tuesday of the month. 

 
Address all club correspondence to Northern Rays 

Ltd., P.O. Box 455, Itasca, Illinois 60143. 
 
Northern Rays Ltd. Is registered in the State 

of Illinois as a not-for-profit organization. 

2026 Northern Rays Ltd. 

 



 4 

From the Office of the President 
 

January 2026 

 
 

 Happy New Year everyone!  Let’s hope that 2026 is a happy & healthy year for all of us!   

And I hope everyone had a nice Christmas, and did something fun. 

 

 On a personal note, thank you for electing me to be your president again.  I truly love this 

club & will continue to try my best.  Your elected officers met on January 6th, to get 2026 

started and events planned.  Please feel free to suggest ideas on what you would like to do this 

year.  We are always looking for ideas, and coordinators for events.   

 

 Our Midwest Region Awards banquet will be held on Saturday, March 14th.  Fred 

Marano and Chris Strohm earned 200 points awards, and Suzie Marano, Dan & I earned worker 

awards.  Chris earned the most points for our club this past year.  Awesome job Chris!  The 

2026 National Convention is in Syracuse, NY June 20th – 27th.  Consider attending, you will be 

glad you did! 

 

 Hope you can join us for our next membership meeting on January 13, 2023 at Real Time 

Sports in Elk Grove Village, IL.  Pizza at 7, meeting starts at 7:30.  Until then….. 

 

  

 
 

 

Happy Motoring and remember to Save the Wave. 

Diane Wagner 
President 

Northern Rays LTD. 
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Northern Rays Corvette Club General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 

By: Cindy Barbera 

 
 

Meeting Location - Real Time Sports, Elk Grove Village, IL  

- Pizza was served at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Fred Marano 

 

President’s Report – Fred Marano – Fred welcomed everyone. Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed with 

motion for approval by Mike Baumer and seconded by Joe.  Discussed the possibility of updating and changing 

the club’s logo. Mark Barbera offered to work with his graphic designer for some new logos and will provide them 

next month. Need suggestions and vote in January for monthly Food Challenges in 2026. Below are some 

suggestions for events, drive-outs and restaurants for our 2026 calendar to discuss at our January meeting and if 

any members are interested in leading an event. 

 

Possibilities: 

 

Indoor - Putt Portal Mystery Golf – Woodfield Mall – Escape Room – Woodfield Mall – Game Show Battle Room – 

Lombard – Bulls Eye Axe Throwing – Streets of Woodfield -Bocce Ball – Pinstripes – Oakbrook – Sim Racing – 

Barrington -Feed our Starving Children- Schaumburg 

 

Overnight Road Trips: House on the Rock WI – Gilmor Museum & Wineries Mi – Mark Barbera 

 

Restaurant Outings: Hank’s Farm – Foxtail on the Lake – Crandall’s – Lindy’s Landing – Fish Fry – Barrington 

 

Events with Dates 

 May 14 & 15th - St Jude Corvette Drive to Memphis TN. 

 June 4th - Corvette Adventures – Chula Vista Resort - WI  

 July 4th – Niles Parade 

 

Vice President’s Report – Tim Bruin – Absent 

 

Governor’s Report – Dan Wagner – Nothing to report. 

 

Secretary Report – Cindy Barbera – Nothing to report.  

 

Treasurer’s Report –Mike Baumer – Nothing to report. 

 

Competition Report – Dan Wagner – Nothing to report. 

                           

Membership Report – Ed Frost – Nothing to report. 
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Publications Report – NRL Reporter – Diane Wagner – Nothing to report. 

 

Public Relations Director – Chris Strohm -Nothing to report. 

 

Web Master Report – Mike Baumer – Nothing to Report        

 

Sergeant at Arms Report – Ed W. Nothing to Report 

 

Historian Report – Vern Fagerberg – Nothing to report.          
  

- 10 min. brake: 

 

White Elephant Christmas Exchange instead of General Raffle:  

 Sign up sheet for General Raffle Donors 2026 on back table. 

  

Winner this week for the 50/50: 

Dan Wagner won $60.00 and donated his winnings back to the club. 

 

Your contributions and ticket purchases support NRL and our pizza sharing at each meeting. Thank You! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. motion by Mike Baumer and second by Dan Wagner. 

 

Next Meeting January 13, 2026 
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NRL Board Meeting 

October 7, 2025 

By:  Cindy Barbera 

 

 

 

 

A. Meeting call to order at 6:15 at Fred Marano’s house. Members in attendance: Fred Marano, 

Tim Bruin, Mike Baumer, Cindy Barbera, Ed Frost, Dan & Dian Wagner, Ed Wodniakowski and 

Santo Scafide. 

 
B. Approval of August 2025 Minutes by Ed W. and Ed Frost. 

 
C. President’s Report Fred Marano – Discussed if any current board members would run again for 

the 2026 board positions. Tim Bruin respectfully declined to keep his position for 2026. 

 
D. Treasure’s Report – Mike Baumer – financials were reviewed, including a IRS letter regarding 

our federal id number update.  

 
E. Old Business 

Review Remaining 2025 Calendar (updated 10/6/2025) 
Upcoming Events  

• October 19:  NCRS Fall Color Drive / Luncheon 

• December 6:  Ed Frost - Christmas Party - Suggestions for games and decorations. – menu 

approved and club will pay for member’s dinners. Motion approved by Fred Marano & Ed Frost. 

 
F. New Business  

• Officer nominations and elections 

• NRL proposed donations for 2025 are: FCOA $250, Itasca Food Pantry $400, Lyons Club 

$250, American Cancer donation in memory of Fred Meyer, $300. Donations approved 

unanimously approved by the board.  

• Membership dues for 2026 are $145 per couple and $90 for single. 

 
 

G. Meeting Adjourn at 7:45pm. 
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Planning! 

General Raffle Donors – 2026 NRL Meetings 
 

   Sign Up Today & Thank You! 

Your contributions help us share the fun and also enjoy Pizza at each 

meeting. 

 

 
January  

 

Fred & Sue M Dan & Diane W  

February 

 

   

March 

 

   

April  

 

   

May     

June        

 

   

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December – Special Holiday Meeting 

  

 

Thank you for all your Support! 
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December 6, 2025 
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Our 1st Place Winners! Our 2nd Place Winners! 
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            Happy 

          Birthday!                                       
 

   
            Happy New Year!      

           January Birthdays      

           Linda Dunlap          January 4 

          Elaine Meyer                  January 5 

     Terry Wodniakowski            January 5  

          Mary Reading                  January 23 
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January - 2026 Planning / Events   
Northern Rays Ltd.    

 

 

Dates Event Key Contact 

Tues., Jan. 13th 

 

Monthly Club Meeting at:   

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane W & Fred 

Jan. 17th / 18th ? Bulls Eye Axe Throwing at Streets of Woodfield Fred M. 

Sun. Feb. 1st 
NRL was invited to - IL. NCRS Kick-Off Party 12pm -3pm  

See Flyer 
 

Tues., Feb. 10th 

Monthly Club Meeting at:   

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  

This is NRL’s Paper Drive date, please bring an item for 

donation and don’t forget to wear Red for Heart Health month. 

14th Happy 

Valentine’s Day 

Sun Feb 15th Bocce Ball – Pinstripes - Oakbrook  

Thur. Feb. 19th Monthly Dinner Challenge – Burgers, Ribs, Chicken, Tacos -?  

Tues., March 10th  
Monthly Club Meeting at: 

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL   

17th Happy St. 

Patrick’s Dat 

Sat. March 14th Midwest Region Banquet – Brookfield, WI  

TBD Friday - Lenten Fish Fry  

Thur. March 26th Monthly Dinner Challenge   

Sat. March 28th   Sim Racing – South Barrington Fred M. 

Sunday April 5th  Happy Easter!  

April 11th & 12th Autocross Weekend, South Bend, IN ? 

Tues., April 14th 
Monthly Club Meeting at: 

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane W & Fred 

Thur. April 23rd Monthly Dinner Challenge   

Tues., May 12th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane W & Fred 

TBD Sanfelippo Estate Tour – Barrington Hills Fred M. 

May 14th -15th St. Jude Corvette Drive to Memphis, TN Fred M. 

Thur. May 28th Monthly Dinner Challenge   

June 4th thru 6th Corvette Adventures – Chula Vista Resort - WI  

Tues., June 9th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane W & Fred 

June 13th & 14th NRL Autocross Weekend, Rantoul, IL Dan W. 

Jun. 20th thru 27th NCCC Convention, Syracuse, NY  

Thur. June 25th Monthly Dinner Challenge   

Sat., July 4th Niles 4th of July Parade Ed F. 

Sat. July 11th Shark Fest, VFW - West Dundee Mike C. 

July 11th & 12th NRL Autocross Weekend, Davenport, IA Dan W. 
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January - 2026 Planning / Events   
Northern Rays Ltd.    

 

Tues., July 14th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane W & Fred 

TBD Gilmor Museum & Wineries, Michigan Mark B. 

Thur. July 23rd Monthly Dinner Challenge   

Tues., August 11th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  Diane W & Fred 

Aug. 15th & 16th NRL Autocross Weekend, Crystal Lake, IL Dan W. 

Thur. Aug. 27th Monthly Dinner Challenge  

Tues., Sept. 8th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane W & Fred 

Sat. Sept 12th Bloomingdale Parade Ed F. 

TBD October Fest Dinner – Schnitzel Platz, Lombard  

Thur. Sept. 24th Monthly Dinner Challenge  

Sept 24th - 27th Muscle Car Adventures - Chula Vista Resort - WI  

Tues., October 14th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane W & Fred 

Thur. Oct. 22nd Final Monthly Dinner Challenge  

Tues., Nov. 10th 

Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 

This is NRL’s Food Dive date for the Itasca Pantry – Please 

bring a non-perishable item for the drive, and wear a club shirt 

for a photo op. 

Diane W & Fred 

Thur. Nov. 26th Happy Thanksgiving!   

Tues., Dec. 8th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane W & Fred 

TBD Christmas Dinner  

   

 Andretti Indoor Karting & Games - Schaumburg  

 60 to Escape Rooms – Woodfield Mall  

 Game Show Battle Rooms - Lombard  

 Bowling at Bowlero   

 Monthly Challenge Event – Burgers-?  

 
Weekend Overnighter Road Tour to House on the Rock, Devil’s 

Hear Resort and beyond! 
 

 Weekend Drives for Lunch or Dinner  

 Poker Runs  

 Spring Fling Dinner  

 Gimmick Rallye  
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January - 2026 Planning / Events   
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

NRL Events are Posted on our website:  www.northernrayscorvetteclub.com 

Plus, for a full listing of Midwest Region Sanctioned Events go to www.mwregion.com 
 

 

 Comedy Club  

 Save our Starving Children  

 Lindy’s Landing  

 Crandall’s – Hebron, IL  

 Foxtail on the Lake - Desplaines  

 Hank’s Farm  

 Gelena Weekend  

 Amana Colloney’s, Millwright Hotel, IA  

 Outdoor Pee-Wee Golf  

 DC Winery, S Beloit, IL  

 Baseball Game  
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More to come! 
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True or False:  “Purple People Eater” was a color  

offered in 1964? 

January 2026 Question 
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December 2025 Trivia Answer 

C-8 E-Ray 

This model has been offered from 

GM since 2024 (all wheel drive) 

Which Corvette is best to drive in the snow! 
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Real Time Sports bar located in Elk Grove Village is a sports bar 
like you have never seen before.  With 50 HD TVs and a 20 foot 
jumbo screen, we offer all sports games minute by minute. 
Unbelievable food and awesome drink specials keep our 
customers coming back for more.  We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

Real Time Sports Bar
Tel:  847-534-5000
1120 W Devon Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

Our Meeting Place
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