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NRL 2024 Midwest Region Competition Patches presented to:  

Dan W. #5, Fred M. #10, Linda on behalf of Chris S. 200 points, Diane W. #2 

and #10 National, Suzi M. 200 points. 

We received them a little late, like a year late, but better late than never! 

Congrats! 
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2026 NRL OFFICERS 

www.northernrayscorvetteclub.com 

PRESIDENT  

Diane Wagner  

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

VICE PRESIDENT  

Fred Marano  

E-mail: pilotdad13@aol.com   

NCCC GOVERNOR 

Dan Wagner  
E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

SECRETARY 

Cindy Barbera  

E-mail: cbarbera@fquinncorp.com  

TREASURER  

Mike Baumer   

E-mail: mbaumer@comcast.net   

COMPETTION DIRECTOR  

Dan Wagner 

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  

Ed Frost  

E-mail: vettte1999@gmail.com   

PUBLICATION DIRECTOR 

Diane Wagner  

E-mail: wagnersminis@aol.com   

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Chris Strohm  

E-mail: strohm95@gmail.com 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  

Santo Scafide 

      E-mail: santo1963@ymail.com  

Ed Wodniakowski       
E-mail: edw0647@aol.com  
 
WEBMASTER 

Mike Baumer   

E-mail: mbaumer@comcast.net   

CLUB HISTORIAN 

Vern Fagerberg  

E-mail: IS1949@frontier.com   

 

  

Northern Rays Ltd. (NRL) is a sanctioned club of 
the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). Its 
members are dedicated to the preservation and 
competition of the Chevrolet Corvette. 
 
    Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
Real Time Sports 
1120 W. Devon Ave. 
Elk Grove Village, Il 60007 
 

   Membership in NRL is based on an applicant 
meeting the following requirements: 

1)    Be a Corvette Enthusiast at the time of 
Application. 
 

2) Be at least 18 years old 
 

3) Submit the first year’s NRL/NCCC New 
Member dues of $90 Single/$145 Couple, 
which includes an NRL club shirt.  All 
members will also receive an NCCC 
membership card. 

 

NRL/NCCC Renewal dues are $60 Single/$95 
Couple. 

 
 

The Reporter is published monthly by Northern 
Rays Limited. The content of this publication is based 
on source material believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication. NRL holds no legal responsibility for 
correctness or completeness of materials submitted 
for publication. 

 
All inquiries concerning the Reporter Should be 

directed to the Publications Director. Advertising 
rates are listed on the back pages. 

 

All items being submitted for inclusion in the 
Reporter must be received by the Publications 
Director no later than the last Tuesday of the month. 

 
Address all club correspondence to Northern Rays 

Ltd., P.O. Box 455, Itasca, Illinois 60143. 
 
Northern Rays Ltd. Is registered in the State 

of Illinois as a not-for-profit organization. 

2026 Northern Rays Ltd. 
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From the Office of the President 

 

April 2026 
 

 
 Spring is in the air… Finally!  These up and down temperatures are sure driving everyone 

crazy!  The long-range forecast is showing a “warmer” than usual trend soon, so let’s keep our 

fingers crossed that this is true!  I hope everyone is gearing up for another great year of corvette 

fun!  Check out our events calendar that is in the monthly Reporter and on our website.  

Additional events will be added as plans are finalized. 

 

 We enjoyed some fun events this past month.  The club did our annual Lenten fish fry on 

March 13th.  This year we went to Roosters in Bloomingdale.  Our second best burger event 

was held on March 26th, hosted by Ed F.  His pick was Anyway’s Pub in Bloomingdale.  18 

members voted on their burgers.  Good luck Ed.  On March 29th, we headed to Chicago Sim 

Racing in So. Barrington.  8 of us raced, and Andy came out with the win.  Afterwards we went 

out for Mexican.  Everyone had a great time!  Thanks Fred for organizing.   

 

 Upcoming April events include, Milan Rallye on April 19th, 

and best burger #3 on April 23rd at The Assembly in West Dundee.  

Registration for the National Convention in Syracuse, NY opened on 

February 1st.  This is an awesome event with everything from great 

conversations with other corvette owners, to judged car shows, auto 

crossing, drag races, rallyes, valve cover racing, funkhanas, evening 

entertainment, and tours.  Consider attending, you will be glad you 

did!  The NCCC Convention will be in Bowling Green, KY in 2027. 

 

 Hope you can join us for our next membership meeting on April 14, 2026 at Real Time 

Sports in Elk Grove Village, IL.  Pizza at 7, meeting starts at 7:30.   

Until then….. 

  

Happy Motoring and remember to Save the Wave. 

Diane Wagner 
President 

Northern Rays LTD. 
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Northern Rays Corvette Club General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

By: Cindy Barbera 

 
 

Meeting Location - Real Time Sports, Elk Grove Village, IL  

- Pizza was served at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Diane Wagner 

 

President’s Report – Diane Wagner – Diane welcomed members. Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed 

with motion for approval by Fred Marano and seconded by Andy Kanturek.  Kim and Santo Scafide are feeling 

better and hope to return to the club soon. 

 
Events held since our last meeting:  

- February 15th Bocce Ball – So. Barrington 11 members participated in a fun afternoon challenging the girls 

against the boys. It was a tie score.  Dinner was at Lucky Monks for some expensive but good burgers. 

- February 26th First Burger Challenge – Real Time Sports – Elk Grove - Katy Baumer. Off to a good start 13 

members submitted their votes. 

 

Vice President’s Report – Fred Marano – April starts bring your corvettes to the meetings. Discussed if there was 

any interest going to Chula Vista 6/4 – 6/6- Wisconsin Dells. 
- Five members’ birthdays are in March. 

- Upcoming outings:  

- March 13th – Lenten Fish Fry @ Roosters Barn & Grill - Bloomingdale 

- March 26th Second Burger Challenge – Anyway’ s Pun- Bloomingdale – Ed Frost 

- March 29th Sim Racing - So. Barrington 

- April 11th & 12th Autocross – South Bend IN 

- April 18 & 19th Sanctioned Rallye – Milan IL 

- April 23rd Third Burger Challenge - The Assembly Bar & Café - West Dundee IL 

- May 14 & 15th - St Jude Corvette Drive to Memphis TN – Five cars from Northern Rays will participate. 

 

Governor’s Report – Dan Wagner – Attended Governor’s meeting in February. The budget was approved and there 

is a loss of 90k due to the increase in dues which equates to a 13% membership decline.  NCCC is proposing a 

head tax for racing. 2024 patches were given to Sue Marano and Fred Marano, Chris Strohm and Dan and Diane 

Wagner. 2024 is the last year for patches in effort to save cost.  

 

Secretary Report – Cindy Barbera – Nothing to report.  

 

Treasurer’s Report –Mike Baumer – A quiet month. 

 

Competition Report – Dan Wagner – Price increase at Rantoul. 

                           

Membership Report – Ed Frost – Absent. 
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Publications Report / NRL Reporter – Diane Wagner – Please email any trivia questions you have for the reporter. 

 

Public Relations Director – Chris Strohm - Absent. 

 

Web Master Report – Mike Baumer – Continuing to update the website.       

 

Sergeant at Arms Report – Ed W. – One Corvette. 

 

Historian Report – Vern Fagerberg – Nothing to Report.    

  

- 10 min. brake: 

 

Raffles coordinated by:  

 -50/50 – tickets $1 each or six for $5 – tickets $4 each or 3 for $10 

Gifts: Wine, Gift Cards, Girl Scout Cookies, Corvette 1991 magazine and St Patty’s Jamesons bottle. 

 

Winner this week for the 50/50: 

 

Linda Dunlap won the 50/50 Cash Prize for $40.00  

 

Your contributions and ticket purchases support NRL and our pizza sharing at each meeting. Thank You! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. motion by Tim Bruin and second by Marty. 

 

Next Meeting April 14, 2026 
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Planning! 

General Raffle Donors – 2026 NRL Meetings 
 

Sign Up Today & Thank You! 

        Your contributions help us share the fun & also enjoy Pizza at each meeting. 

 

 

January  

 

Fred & Sue M Dan & Diane W  

February 

 

Linda D. Lori & Joe J.  

March 

 

Les S. Mike B. Dan & Diane W. 

April  

 

Linda D. Mark & Cindy B.  

May  Elaine M. Lori & Joe J. Mike A. 

June        

 

Ed & Sue F. Ed & Terry W.  

July Fred & Suzi M. Rose & Tim B.  

August Mike B. Linda D.  

September Mike P. Linda D.  

October Mark & Cindy B. Ed & Terry W.  

November Dan & Diane W. Fred & Sue M.  

December – Special Holiday Meeting 

  

 

Thank you for all your Support! 
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March 13, 2026 

122 W. Lake St., Bloomingdale, IL 
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March 26, 2026 

At Anyway’s Pub in Bloomingdale—Hosted by Ed Frost. 

19 attended, and 18 members rated their burgers.   
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March 29, 2026 

Chicago Sim Racing - So. Barrington, IL 

Drivers meeting….   
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Our NRL racers….. 
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Our NRL cheerleaders….. 

And the winner is.….. 

Andy 
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After party! 

At: Mago Grill & Cantina  
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      Happy Birthday  

 
         Happy Easter!     

                 April Birthdays   
                      Tim Bruin            April 2 
                       Mike Cambio          April 11 

                        Suzi Marano        April 18 

                        Mark Barbera        April 21 

                        Tom Novak        April 21 

                        Michael Baumer    April 30 
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April - 2026 Planning / Events   
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

 
 

Dates Event Key Contact 

Sat. March 28th   Sim Racing – South Barrington Fred M. 

Sunday April 5th  Happy Easter!  

April 11th & 12th Autocross Weekend, South Bend, IN  

Tues., April 14th 
Monthly Club Meeting at: 

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane & Fred 

Sun, April 18th & 

19th 

4 Sanctioned Rallye’s in Milan, IL  

Drive down Saturday, Rallye Sunday morning 
Dan & Diane W 

Thur. April 23rd 
Burger Challenge #3 

The Assembly Bar & Café – 901 W. Main St., West Dundee, IL 
Mike B. 

Tues., May 12th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane & Fred 

May 14th -15th 
St. Jude Corvette Drive to Memphis, TN 

NRL has 4 cars taking the drive. 
Fred M. 

Thur. May 28th 

 Burger Challenge #4 

Charlie Beinlich’s Food & Tap - 290 Skokie Blvd., Northbrook, 

IL 

Mark T. 

June 4th thru 6th Corvette Adventures – Chula Vista Resort - WI  

June 6th 
Sanfelippo Estate Tour – Barrington Hills 

Starts at 9AM for a 3-hour tour 
Fred M 

Tues., June 9th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane & Fred 

June 13th & 14th NRL Autocross Weekend, Rantoul, IL Dan W. 

Jun. 20th thru 27th NCCC Convention, Syracuse, NY  

Thur. June 25th 
Burger Challenge #5 

Babcock’s Grove House – 101 W. St. Charles Rd., Lombard, IL 
Bark Barbera 

Sat., July 4th Niles 4th of July Parade Ed F. 

Sat. July 11th  

Rain date 7.18.26 

Sharkfest, Car Show - VFW - West Dundee 
Mike C. 

July 11th & 12th NRL Autocross Weekend, Davenport, IA Dan W. 

Tues., July 14th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane & Fred 

July 17th – 19th Gilmor Museum & Wineries, Michigan Mark B. 

Thur. July 23rd 
Burger Challenge #6 

Nick’s Tavern – 221 Main St., Lemont, IL. 
Fred M. 

Sat. July 25th Sharkfest, alternative ?? Mike C. 

Tues., August 11th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane & Fred 

Aug. 15th & 16th NRL Autocross Weekend, Crystal Lake, IL Dan W. 

Thur. Aug. 27th 
Burger Challenge #7 

Fox & Turtle – 400 E. Orchard St., Itasca, IL 
Mike A. 

Tues., Sept. 8th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane & Fred 

April - 2026 Planning / Events   

Northern Rays Ltd. 
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April - 2026 Planning / Events   
Northern Rays Ltd. 

 

 
NRL Events are Posted on our website:  www.northernrayscorvetteclub.com 

Plus, for a full listing of Midwest Region Sanctioned Events go to www.mwregion.com 

Sat. Sept 12th Bloomingdale Parade Ed F. 

TBD October Fest Dinner – Schnitzel Platz, Lombard  

Thur. Sept. 24th 
Burger Challenge #8 

Chessie’s Restaurant – 200 Applebee St., Barrington, IL 
Mike P. 

Sept 24th - 27th Muscle Car Adventures - Chula Vista Resort - WI Fred M 

Tues., October 13th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL  
Diane & Fred 

Thur. Oct. 22nd 
Final Burger Challenge #9 

Tipsy Goat Tavern – 100 Crystal St., Cary, IL 
Chris S. 

Tues., Nov. 10th 

Monthly Club Meeting at:  

 Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 

This is NRL’s Food Dive date for the Itasca Pantry – Please 

bring a non-perishable item for the drive, and wear a club shirt 

for a photo op. 

Diane & Fred 

Thur. Nov. 26th Happy Thanksgiving!   

Tues., Dec. 8th 
Monthly Club Meeting at:  

Real Time Sports on Devon Ave. Elk Grove, IL 
Diane & Fred 

TBD Christmas Dinner  

   

 Andretti Indoor Karting & Games - Schaumburg  

 60 to Escape Rooms – Woodfield Mall  

 Game Show Battle Rooms - Lombard  

 Bowling at Bowlero   

 
Weekend Overnighter Road Tour to House on the Rock, Devil’s Hear 

Resort and beyond! 
 

 Weekend Drives for Lunch or Dinner  

 Poker Runs  

 Spring Fling Dinner  

 Gimmick Rallye  

 Comedy Club  

 Save our Starving Children  

 Lindy’s Landing  

 Crandall’s – Hebron, IL  

 Foxtail on the Lake - Desplaines  

 Hank’s Farm  

 Gelena Weekend  

 Amana Colloney’s, Millwright Hotel, IA  

 Outdoor Pee-Wee Golf  

 DC Winery, S Beloit, IL  

 Baseball Game  
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2026 Events enjoyed so far: 
1. Our first event for 2026 was held on January 17th.  Eight brave warriors took to their axes at “Axe Zone 

Lounge” in Schaumburg, while Suzi refereed the competition.  The teams were Addison -vs- 

Bloomingdale.  Team Addison edged ahead for the win.  Afterwards we went to Stonewood Ale House 

for dinner. 

2. February 15th was our second event, and our second try at Bocce Ball.  It was held at the same location 

as last year, but under a new name and owners.  We enjoyed two hours of the most reasonably priced 

entertainment ever.  We did play boy’s against the girl’s on two courts.  I believe the winners were split, 

so no bragging rights this year.  Afterwards we went to the Lucky Monk for a late lunch. 

3. Our “Search for the Best Burger Challenge” began on February 26th at Real Time Sports (our meeting 

place) in Elk Grove Village.  This location was chosen and coordinated by Katy Baumer.  We had 

thirteen members rate their burgers.   

4. On March 13th we enjoyed our annual Lenten fish fry.  This year we decided to dine at Roosters Bar N 

Grill in Bloomingdale.   

5. The 2nd installment of our “Search for the Best Burger Challenge” was held on March 26th at Anyway’s 

Pub in Bloomingdale.  Ed Frost was the host for this month’s location.  We had eighteen members vote 

on their burgers.  

6. March 29th was our first try at simulator racing.  We had twelve members join in on the fun at “Chicago 

Sim Racing” in S. Barrington.  There was several racing tracks to pick from, and we decided on 

“Watkins Glen” because that is where the highspeed event is being held this year at the NCCC 

convention in New York.  Eight racers took on this track, and had a great time.  Afterwards we walked 

down the mall and had a nice Mexican dinner at Mago Grill & Cantina.  Thank you Fred for arranging 

this fun event. 
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In what year was the first time a Corvette appeared in 

a major film? 

April 2026 Question 
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In 2025 a corvette sold at auction for the largest dol-

lar amount blowing away the previous record of $3.85 

million in 2014.  What model/year broke this record? 

 

Extra credit……. How much did it sell at auction for? 

 

1957 Corvette SS sold for $7.7 Million 

March 2026 Trivia Answer 
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Real Time Sports bar located in Elk Grove Village is a sports bar 
like you have never seen before.  With 50 HD TVs and a 20 foot 
jumbo screen, we offer all sports games minute by minute. 
Unbelievable food and awesome drink specials keep our 
customers coming back for more.  We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

Real Time Sports Bar
Tel:  847-534-5000
1120 W Devon Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

Our Meeting Place
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