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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Goodbye, January. Hello February, the
club’s busiest month.

First up is the Florida State Fair. Setup will
be this Sunday, February 4" at 1 pm. Come
on out, see the new setup of the hall and
help us decorate our booth.

Important: The fair is now asking clubs to
perform 2 — 30 minute demonstrations each
weekend. Time slots are set by the fair and
are TBD. As soon as the times are known, |
will let the club know via email. If you can
help either Mary Lou or myself run these
demonstrations, please contact us. We
could always use an extra set of hands!

Most important is our own club show

Sign-up sheets have gone around for
awards

donations and hospitality. There is still time
to decide your involvement. Cash (and only
cash at this time) should be given directly to
Mary Lou. Let Celeste or Jean know if you
intend to bring food, drink or other supplies.
We need members for set-up and tear-
down. We need members on the floor both
days of the show to greet people, bag or
box purchases, stock supplies and run
errands. | hope to see all of our members
help out in some way.

That said, hasn’t the weather been crazy? |
think the ups and downs have helped, not
hindered, my African violets bloom. Some of
my violets will be headed to the show. How
about yours? Do you have a blooming violet
or two or three sitting on the shelf? Don’t
think they aren’t good enough or worthy
enough. Consider entering them in the
show. More plants = more entries = bigger,
better show. It costs nothing and you might
just come away with a ribbon. ©
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The day meeting on the 19" will be devoted
to answering your show related questions
and helping fill out your entry sheets.

Also this month, the Nominating Committee
will give their report on the slate of officers
for the coming year. Elections will be held in
March with installation in April.

With all this going on, keep an eye on your
inbox for more details as they happen. See
you soon,

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

February 1st ZOOM Meeting

“Help | need water...and it’s too hot in here!”
To be presented by Chris Brooks, President
of the Acadiana AVS, LA

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/899476149457p
wd=eHdGK1hSazNXemx3SllwakFvUGM20Q
T09

Meeting ID: 899 4761 4945
Passcode: 892088

February 16th Day meeting

Final show preparations, including grooming
tips for show plants and completing entry
forms-Jim Boyer

We will be gathering for lunch after the
meeting.
All welcome!

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

2/4 Deanna Hinds
2/20 Anita Adlin
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Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

PUT TH\S
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February 2-3, 2024, First
Lakeland African Violet Society,
Annual Show & Plant Sale,

Christ Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Highlands Blvd,
Lakeland Florida 33805

FEBRUARY 8th Thru
FEBRUARY 19™

FLORIDA STATE FAIR

FEBRUARY 23RP AND 24TH

TAVS ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE

“ART THROUGH THE AGES”

TEMPLE TERRACE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

5030 E BUSCH BLVD

TEMPLE TERRACE, FL 33617

CENTRAL FLORIDA AFRICAN
VIOLET SOCIETY

ART |I 3LOOM

Judged show and sale

Beardall Senior Center, 800 S. Delaney
Ave., Orlando, FL 32801.

Friday March 1%- 12 noon to 4pm
Sales room opens at 10am
Saturday March 2" -10am to 3pm

March 9, 2024, Frist Lakeland African
Violet Society, African Violet Plant
Display & Sale at Spring Obsession, Munn
Park, 201 East Main Street, Lakeland, FL

AWARDS

Ao obh

THANKS TO THESE SHOW AWARD
DONORS

TAVS MEMBERS:

NOTE: If you haven'’t yet given your
donation, PLEASE bring it in CASH to the
February day meeting and give to Awards
Chair, Mary Lou Harden. And, if you haven’t
but would like to make a donation to our
show awards, please also bring to the day
meeting.
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Anita Adlin

Lynn Bandy
Grace Bel

Jim Boyer

Heidi Cavillo
Mary Beth Bryant
Celeste Christman
Tammy Fitzgerald
Todd Grandy
Sheryl Herold
Mary Lou Harden
Jean Krauchik
Jim Matula

Joan Reynolds
Pat Rutzke

Tom Schaefer
Glenn Shelton
Sandi Soto

Stuart Swayze

COMMERCIALS:

Enchanted Gardens, Heidi Dillenbeck,
Delanson, NY

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Paul Sorano,
Dolgeville, NY

Maril Products, Inc., Tustin, CA

%

Ju;t a
Frlen.di?
reminder...

ATTENTION, DESIGNERS!

Reservations are required for the Design
Division of our Show. If you are planning to
enter a Dish Garden, Terrarium or Natural
Garden, you will need to register. Please
contact the Design Administrator: Mary Lou
Harden, mlhard@verizon.net.

AND. . .if you plan to enter any of the other
design classes, reservations are

required so that the appropriate niches are
available and adequate space is reserved
for the design division.

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
January 19th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Library

The meeting was called to order
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:18am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Anita Adlin

ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Mary Beth Bryant, Jean
Krauchik, Anita Adlin, Lynn Bandy, Sandi
Soto, Bonnie Smith, Jim Matula, Jim Boyer,
Celia Howe, Grace Bel, and Mary Lou
Harden.

Guests: Esther Kirk

PROGRAM:
“Design Workshop and Container Gardens”
Presented by Mary Lou Harden.

| have attached her handout to the Petal
email.

MINUTES: The minutes of the December
15th, 2023, meeting were approved as
published in The Petal.

OFFICERS REPORT:

TREASURERS REPORT:

Mary Beth Bryant reported.

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:

Celeste Christman through Lynn Bandy is

sending around a sign up sheet for food for
the show.
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OUR SHOW:

Mary Lou Harden requested members to
sign up for awards donations and to contact
any resources members may feel would be
willing to donate.

If you signed up for an award Mary Lou is
requesting you pay her in cash.

Jim Boyer reported that we have our panel
of judges lined up for the show, and now
have Jim Matula and Jean Krauchik as
clerks.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion regarding the Florida State Fair
display.

Set up will be February 4 at 1pm.

We are now required to do four
demonstrations. Two on each Saturday and
two on each Sunday. February 10, 11, 17
and 18.

Mary Lou Harden will be sending out an
email with times and requests for
participants.

NEW BUSINESS

February 1st ZOOM Meeting

“Help | need water...and it's too hot in here!”
To be presented by Chris Brooks, President
of the Acadiana AVS, LA

February 16th Day meeting

Final show preparations, including grooming
tips for show plants and completing entry
forms-Jim Boyer.

Mary Lou Harden made a motion to send a
$100 donation to the AVSA in Memory of
Pat Hancock, Jim Matula seconded, all
members approved.

Nominating committee:

Members Sheryl Herold, Anita Adlin and
Sandi Soto have volunteered for this
committee.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was
adjourned at 11:45am

PLANT RAFFLE: Plants and cuttings
furnished by Mary Beth Bryant and Mary
Lou Harden

Lynn E Bandy Recording Secretary

vl GROWING
sl TIPS

America
JANUARY 22" 2024

With so many options for wick material out
there, you might be curious to know which
one actually wicks water the best. | never
gave it much thought since I've always used
acrylic four-ply yarn with no issues other
than one occasionally drying out on me.
After some discussion with other growers, |
became more curious. | devised a simple
experiment to evaluate a few of the more
common choices.

This is the experiment | conducted. | cut
three equal lengths of nylon paracord, #18
three-ply nylon yarn, #18 braided nylon
mason's twine, acrylic "baby" yarn, and four-
ply acrylic yarn. | then thoroughly washed





with soap and dried the wicks. They were
then hung from a small table and secured
with tape to an empty glass baking dish.
Water with a dark blue dye was added to
the dish, and a ten minute timer was
started. At the end of ten minutes, the
length that the water had traveled was
measured. After an hour the order had not
changed, so | did not record those results.

Now, off to the races! Who will win?
Here are the photo finish results!!

Nylon paracord: 5.5 inches, 5.5 inches, 5
inches

Twisted Nylon: 6 inches, 6 inches, 6 inches
Braided Nylon: 6.5 inches, 6 inches, 6.25
inches

Acrylic baby yarn: 2 inches, 2.5 inches, 2
inches

Acrylic four-ply yarn: .75 inches, .5 inches,
.25 inches

These tongue-in-cheek race results lead me
to two conclusions. First: nylon is by far a
better wicking material than Acrylic. Second:
it is important to wet your wicking material to
"prime the pump" since we know that acrylic
does work as a wicking material, but
apparently acrylic has a much harder time
starting than nylon when dry. This leads to
another problem for acrylic. If an acrylic
wick manages to dry out, it would be much
less likely than a nylon wick to begin
working again on its own.

After more than thirty years wick watering
with four-ply acrylic, it looks like | might be
switching to braided nylon!

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org

Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you’re interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Tampa African Violet Society

CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN

Join us on Twitter;

twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per

year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary
Jane DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive,
Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

African Violet Society (DAVS) Individual
membership fee which includes a quarterly
color newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15
per vyear, Send check with contact
information to: Johnnie Berry, Membership
Chair, 287 Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA
30331.johnniepearl@aol.com

www.davs.org
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African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Lynn E Bandy
Petal Editor
nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.
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SAPPHIRE ICE

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Happy New Year and welcome, 2024!
January is the start of a busy Spring show
season for a lot of African Violet clubs,
including TAVS. We are now just under 2
short months from our own club show. Keep
growing those plants. We need every
member to enter single African violets,
collections, designs or container gardens.
Whatever tickles your fancy, whichever AV
or gesneriad you have growing on your
shelves, there is a category for it. Just
check the show schedule. However, if you
are like me, you tend to downplay your
growing efforts and think that your plants

aren’t good enough. The phrase “they aren’t
show quality” reverberates in your mind.

Nothing could be further from the truth! It
costs nothing to enter and you may surprise
yourself. Wouldn't it feel great to win a
ribbon? If you have questions or need help,
now’s the time to ask. Our aim is to present
a spectacular show full of award winning
plants to the general public.

Speaking of help, the next Virtual Circle,
presented by AVSA, will be January 13" at
4 pm. The zoom presentation will focus on
the upcoming national show to be held in
Arizona in April. It costs AVSA members
nothing and puts you in touch with
experienced growers from all over the US
and abroad. You do have to log into the
AVSA site and register, but as | said it is
free. If you aren’t a member of AVSA,
consider joining. The AVSA website with
members only content, African Violet
Magazine, the Virtual Circle and the
camaraderie is worth the yearly cost.

Mary Beth Bryant
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OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

January 4th ZOOM Meeting
“Spa Day for Your Violets”

To be presented by Bobbi Johannsen,

Jacksonville, FL

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/824735166547?p
wd=ZFBTOUFZdC9zRG1VONE1QTIWSjFX
Zz09

Meeting ID: 824 7351 6654
Passcode: 439177

January 19th Day meeting

“Design Workshop and Container Gardens”
To be presented by Mary Lou Harden.

This is always a very fun and informative
presentation, Be sure to attend!

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get

your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

1/21 Todd Grandy

.t.
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It is with a heavy heart to report the
passing of Pat Hancock on January 1%
Pat was an icon in the violet world and
contributed a great deal through her
phenomenal hybridizing.

She suffered a massive stroke on her 95th
birthday from which there was no hope for
recovery, but it is good to know that she is
now in a better place.

Thoughts and prayers are with her family
as well as her numerous violet friends. Pat
was greatly loved, and she will be greatly
missed.
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Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

T
onYOUR

CALLNDAR!

FEBRUARY 8th Thru FEBRUARY 19™

FLORIDA STATE FAIR

FEBRUARY 23'¥ and FEBRUARY 24"

TAVS ANNUAL SHOW AND
SALE

“ART THROUGH THE AGES”

TEMPLE TERRACE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

5030 E BUSCH BLVD

TEMPLE TERRACE, FL 33617

AWARDS

A P\

Our annual show is coming soon! We're
super excited that we can once again
share the beauty of African violets with
the public.

We rely on the generosity of our
members, friends, businesses and
charitable organizations to provide
awards for our exhibitors. We are
requesting gift certificates, cash awards,
gift items or products. ALL AWARDS
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Please consider donating an award for
our show. You can sign up for an award
at one of our meetings or you can mail
your award to me as Awards Chair.
Checks should be made payable to
TAVS:

Mary Lou Harden

902 West Old Hillsborough
Seffner, FL 33584

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
December 15th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Library

The meeting was called to order
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:25am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
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ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Mary Beth Bryant, Jean
Krauchik, Glenn Shelton, Lynn Bandy,
Sandi Soto, Pat Rutzke, Bonnie Smith, Tom
Schaefer, Celeste Christman, Anita Adlin
Stuart Swayze, Jim Matula, Tammi
Fitzgerald, Joan Reynolds, Jim Rogers, Jim
Boyer, Celia Howe, and Mary Lou Harden.
Guests: Heidi Cavillo ,and Esther Kirk

PROGRAM:

Our Annual Christmas Potluck along with a
Special “Secret Santa” provided by the
TAVS board!

Was good to see everyone in their red and
favorite Holiday attire!

MINUTES: The minutes of the November
17th, 2023, meeting were approved as
published in The Petal.

OFFICERS REPORT:
TREASURERS REPORT:
Glenn Shelton reported.
OUR SHOW:

Sandi Soto show chair distributed the Show
Schedules.

Mary Lou Harden requested members to
sign up for awards donations and to contact
any resources members may feel would be
willing to donate.

Jim Boyer reported that we have our panel
of judges lined up for the show.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion regarding the Florida State Fair
display. Mary Lou Harden and Tom
Schaeffer visited the fairgrounds to assess
the new booth setup. Tom Schaeffer stated
they would be having another meeting at
the fair grounds on December 28™",

NEW BUSINESS

January 4th ZOOM Meeting
“Spa Day for Your Violets”

To be presented by Bobbi Johannsen,
Jacksonville, FL

January 19th Day meeting

“Design Workshop and Container Gardens”
To be presented by Mary Lou Harden.

This is always a very fun and informative
presentation, Be sure to attend!

SHOW AND TELL

Pat Rutzke brought in a trailer LE Erika
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was
adjourned at 11:40am

PLANT RAFFLE: Plants and cuttings
furnished by Mary Beth Bryant and Mary
Lou Harden

Lynn E Bandy Recording Secretary

This monts recipe submitted by
Celia Howe.

Everyone LOVED her Grape Salad. at
the Churistmas Potleks

GRAPE SALAD
INGREDIENTS

8 ounces cream cheese {softened}

1 cup sour cream

Y, cup granulated sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

4 pounds red or green seedless grapes

¥, cup packed brown sugar

1 cup toasted walnuts or pecans chopped.





DIRECTIONS

In a large bowl mix cream cheese, sour
cream granulated sugar and vanilla, fold in
grapes and mix well.

In a small bowl combine nuts and brown
sugar

Sprinkle the brown sugar/nut mixture over
top of the grape mixture.

Cover and chill for at least 2 hours. Serve
well chilled.

NOTE: more details on line
https://www.tasteof
home.com/recipes/creamy-grape-salad/

African

vl GROWING

Society of
America

TIPS

NOVEMBER 22", 2023

There is quite a bit of interest in growing
African violets semi-hydroponically (semi-
hydro for short). Many people use a medium
such as leca (expanded clay balls) with
some success. Semi-hydro is a simpler
method than a full hydroponic setup. It does
not require active circulation of the water
and fertilizer or aeration with pumps. It can
actually be done similarly to wick watering.

Hydroponics and semi-hydro are not new
growing methods for African violets and
were mentioned in the AVSA magazine as
far back as 1948, its second year of
publication. A book from the 50's, "All about
African Violets : the Complete Guide to
Success with America's Favorite House
Plant," contained an image and caption
discussing growing African violets semi-
hydroponically in coarse vermiculite. There
has not recently been much mention of
using this well-known soil amendment as a
semi-hydro medium for African Violets. It is
chemically inert and holds water well, which

makes it a good candidate for a semi-hydro
medium. As long as a coarse size is used,
vermiculite also maintains enough air space
for the roots. Why has this method of
growing gone out of fashion? Vermiculite is
used with great success as a medium for
rooting cuttings and bloom stalks. Maybe it
should be given more consideration for
growing full-size plants.

If you would like to experiment with this
method, the process is fairly simple.
Remove as much of your regular mix as you
can from the roots of a spare African violet
plant. Better yet, start with a sucker or
rootless plant to easily remove all the old
mix. Replace your regular mix with coarse
(1/8-1/4 inch) vermiculite. Wick water with a
dilute fertilizer solution typical for wicking or
a hydroponic fertilizer with a slightly acidic
pH. Let's see how it works together. You can
post your results in the comments on the
AVSA Facebook post for this article.

Happy Growing

IT’S TIME TO PAY DUES FOR
MEMBERSHIP IN OUR AFFILIATES!
African Violet Council of Florida
Dixie African Violet Society
African Violet Society of America

Annual membership in African Violet
Council of Florida (AVCF) runs from
January 1 to December 31. Individual
membership fee is $10 per year and
includes a quarterly newsletter, The Florida
Connection. The Council has two meetings
each year — one in the Spring and one in
the Fall. You can either send your renewal
or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary Jane
DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland,
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FL 33803, or give to Mary Lou Harden at
the January day meeting. The Council
needs our support!
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Annual membership in Dixie African
Violet Society (DAVS) is from February 1
through January 31. Individual membership
fee which includes a quarterly color
newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15 per
year. Send check with contact information
to: Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair, 287
Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA 30331.
johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

e The African Violet

Magazine with reliable, up-to-

date information on the culture of

African violets; six color issues

per year

e Discounted prices on all

products sold in the AVSA Store

e Opportunity to participate in

the annual National Convention

and Show

e Access to Members Only

section of the AVSA website

e Opportunity to seek older

hybrids on the Violet

Preservation page of AVSA

website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you're interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN

Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

Lynn E Bandy
Petal Editor
nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.
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S. BROTHER PADDY

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

We did it! This past month, using a theme of
“Art and African Violets Through the Ages”,
Tampa African Violet Society put up a booth
at our state fair and held our annual club
show and sale. Both back-to-back events
were total successes and gave us huge
outlets in which to showcase the best of our
club to the public.

Whether you came to the fair or the show or
both, | want to thank each of you for coming
and helping out. It takes a lot of people
doing a lot of work behind the scenes to run
a show. Quite a few clubs no longer do so

and that is a shame. | am proud of our
efforts this year. | truly appreciate each and
every one of you. Thank you! A special
thank you goes to Kathy Glen for her very
generous donation of the software that
allows us to have a show in the first place.
Thank you, Kathy!

See you soon,
Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

*****I M F) O RTA N T*******

This month’s in person meeting March 15
will be held at the

Thonotosassa Public Library

10715 Main Street

Thonotosassa, FL 33592-2831

March 7th ZOOM

Meeting

March 7 Zoom meeting - Gladys Cook,
“Growing Violets My Way...and Choosing
the Right Container”



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/824702207537?p
wd=NXF5Wm1CMm80cXR3aFhSbIFRaFol

Zz09

Meeting ID: 824 7022 0753
Passcode:; 166812

March 15th Day meeting

March 15 day meeting —

Show Recap- Sandi Soto

Presentation of awards- Mary Lou Harden

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We wiill
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

TTHIS
BAYOUR
CALENDAR!

Frist Lakeland African Violet Society,

March 9, 2024, African Violet Plant
Display & Sale at Spring Obsession, Munn
Park, 201 East Main Street, Lakeland, FI



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82470220753?pwd=NXF5Wm1CMm80cXR3aFhSblFRaFo1Zz09

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82470220753?pwd=NXF5Wm1CMm80cXR3aFhSblFRaFo1Zz09

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82470220753?pwd=NXF5Wm1CMm80cXR3aFhSblFRaFo1Zz09

mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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- AND —
THE WINNERS
Are...

“ART THROUGH THE AGES”
Tampa African Violet Society
February 23-24, 2024

Sandi Soto:

Best in Show, Best Standard: “Buckeye
Exotic Dancer”

2d Best in Show, Best Semiminiature:
“‘Rob’s Slap Happy”

Best AVSA Standard Collection:
“Suncoast Lavender Silk,” “Kaylin
Marie,” “Buckeye Exotic Dancer”

Best AVSA Species Collection: S. 5a
clone grandifolius No. 299, S. 5b clone
confusa Mather E, S. 5b clone grotei
Silvert

Best Species: S. 5b clone confusa
Mather E

Best Lyon: “Kaylin Marie

Sweepstakes Horticulture: 18 Blue
Ribbons

Mary Lou Harden:

Best Trailer: “Rob’s Vanilla Trail”

Best Other Gesneriad: Streptocarpus
hototogisu

Best Design, Best Interpretive Plant
Arrangement: “The Mask of Tutankhamun”
2"d Best Design, Best Container Garden: “A
Natural Garden

Best Interpretive Flower Arrangement: “The
Starry Night”

Best Dish Garden, Best Terrarium
Sweepstakes Design: 11 Blue Ribbons
Best in Class Winners:

Mary Beth Bryant, Class 29, “California
Sunset”

Glenn Shelton, Class 33, “Rob’s Antique
Rose”

Jim Matula, Class 40, “Jolly Mel”

NOMINATING COMMITTE

The Nominating Committee met and
recommends the following slate of officers
for the 2024-2025 year.

President - Mary Beth Bryant
Vice-President - Mary Lou Harden
Secretary - Lynn Bandy
Treasurer - Glenn Shelton

The nominees have agreed to serve if
elected by the membership.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sandi Soto, Chair
TAVS Nominating Committee

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
February 16th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Library

The meeting was called to order

by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:12am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
INSPIRATION: Sandi Soto

ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Celia Howe, Pat Rutzke,
Jim Rogers, Tammi Fitzgerald, Joan
Reynolds, Jim Matula, Celeste Christman,
Sandi Soto, Anita Adlin, Jean Krauchick ,
Jim Boyer, and Mary Lou Harden.

Guests: Esther Kirk

Program: Final Show Preparations,
including grooming tips for show plants and
completing entry forms, by Jim Boyer.

Business Meeting: The minutes of the
January 19, 2024, meeting were approved
as published in the Petal.





Standing Committee Reports:

Celeste Christman requested that members
sign up to bring food to the show.

Sandi Soto reported that she and Mary Beth
will be picking up sales plants from The
Peacock Cottage in Ocala on Wednesday,
February 21.

Mary Beth requested help in taking down
our display at the Florida State Fair on
Tuesday afternoon, February 20.

Unfinished Business:
Sandi Soto presented the report of the
Nominating Committee:
President: Mary Beth Bryant
Vice President: Mary Lou Harden
Secretary: Lynn Bandy
Treasurer: Glenn Shelton
Election of officers will be at the March
meetings.

Birthdays: Deanna Hinds (2/4) and Anita
Adlin (2/20).

Announcements:

March 7 Zoom meeting - Gladys Cook,
“Growing Violets My Way”

March 15 day meeting — Show Recap and
presentation of awards

Roll call by Jean Krauchik.
Meeting adjourned at 11:32 a.m.

Mary Lou Harden
Secretary Pro Tem

vl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

FEBRUARY 12th, 2024
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The Axil is "the angle formed at the juncture
of the petiole (leaf stem) and the main
stem." Depending on growing conditions
and the genetics of the variety, this is the
location where either a sucker or bloom
stalk will be produced. Unless you are
looking to propagate a chimera variety or
are growing out a trailer, you would usually
want to see the beginnings of a bloom stalk
in this snug little area.

Providing good growing conditions and a
properly sized pot helps to promote blooms
vS. suckers. Keeping your violet a little root
bound is key. It sends the proper plant
hormones for bloom production to the axil
and will encourage blooms to form. When
the plant has room for roots to grow, it tends
to stay in vegetative mode and grows roots,
leaves, and suckers. Once the roots
become restricted, this creates changes in
plant hormones that trigger reproductive
growth. Reproductive growth is also know
as flowers!

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org





Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you’re interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

1/
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AND
GROW
AFRICAN

Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per

year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary
Jane DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive,
Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

African Violet Society (DAVS) Individual
membership fee which includes a quarterly
color newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15
per year, Send check with contact
information to: Johnnie Berry, Membership
Chair, 287 Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA
30331.johnniepearl@aol.com

www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Lynn E Bandy
Petal Editor
nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



Glenn, Sandi and Mary Beth

Celeste Christman and customers

Mary Beth and Sheryl Herold





HAPPY HAROLD — BEST IN SHOW SANDI SOTO

FROSTY FROLIC SANDI SOTO

ROB’S SLAP HAPPY -2 BEST IN SHOW
SANDI SOTO

VaT-WINTER LANDSCAPE- MARY BETH BRYANT





SOME DESIGN ENTRIES
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Photo by Joan Thompson

If you are not a member of the African Violet
Council of Florida, our state organization,
you need to join. Our own Jim Boyer has
taken over the reins as president and | know
he would welcome your support.

| hope to see a lot of TAVS members in
Lakeland.

Note: We will be going to lunch after the day
meeting Friday, August 16",

See you soon,
TEEN Mary Beth

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MEETINGS

OUR PRESIDENT Our meetings are held the first Thursday

of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

. . 410 N. Kingsway Rd.
August is upon us. Between the rain, the Seffner ||:Lg3v3\/523/4

heat and humidity, it can be hard to stay

cool. What better indoor activity can there

be than taking care of African violets? .
Repotting, watering and grooming are all August 1st ZOOM Meeting
necessary activities to keep your violet in

Hi, all.

tip-top condition. Perhaps some of you are “Adventures in Hybridyzing”
even planning to enter plants at the council
show in September. How wonderful! To be presented by: Ken Musalewski of

Hunter’s Violets, Carrollton, TX



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Time: Aug 1, 2024 07:00 PM Eastern Time
(US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/824903758137p
wd=hBaSDpTNGN5ZYJN4il6VYUmmOlcfxh
A

Meeting ID: 824 9037 5813
Passcode: 393949

August 16th Day meeting

*kkkkk P L EA S E N OT E*******

This meeting will be held at The Brandon
branch of the Hillsborough County Library
system.

619 Vonderburg Drive

Brandon, FL 333511

“Meet The Relatives”

An introduction of the other plants that are
part of the Violet Family.

To be presented by Mary Beth Bryant

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the

virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

8/7 Gladys Cook
8/27 Sandi Soto

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82490375813?pwd=hBaSDpTNGN5ZYJN4iI6VYUmm0lcfxh.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82490375813?pwd=hBaSDpTNGN5ZYJN4iI6VYUmm0lcfxh.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82490375813?pwd=hBaSDpTNGN5ZYJN4iI6VYUmm0lcfxh.1

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net
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THE AFRICAN VIOLET (SuNciL oF FLoRDA

ProupLY PRESENTS ANAVSA JuDGED SHOW

VIOLET TREASURES

September 27-28, 2024

Chnst Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33805

Hours Information

Mary Jane DiLorenzo
863-647-1517
africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club
Facebook: AVCFL

Friday: Sales Room, 11 am - 6 pm
Show Room, 1 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9 am - 3 pm

Free admission and parking

USF FALL PLANT SALE
October 11" and 12th

TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215t and 22". 2025

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
July 19th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:25 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Presented by Lynn Bandy

A Meaningful Life

Is not being rich, being popular, being highly
educated, or being perfect.

It's about being real, being humble, being able
to share ourselves and touch the lives of
others.

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Jean
Krauchik, Anita Adlin, Sheryl Herold, Mary
Lou Harden, Glenn Shelton, Stuart Swayze,
and Sandi Soto.

PROGRAM:
“The Species” Presented by Sandi Soto

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
June 21st, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

August 1st ZOOM Meeting
“Adventures in Hybridyzing”

To be presented by: Ken Musalewski of
Hunter’s Violets, Carrollton, TX

August 16th Day meeting

“Meet The Relatives”

An introduction of the other plants that are
part of the Violet Family.

To be presented by Mary Beth Bryant

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: AVCF Show and
sale September 27-28". (Information noted
in calendar above)





Website Committee: Chair: Sandi Soto,
stated ideas and suggestions were still being
evaluated.

Mary Beth Bryant is working on programs for
next year and is still seeking suggestions for
program content or speakers.

Mary Lou Harden will be donating plants for
our show “Project Plant”

These will be available for purchase at the
August meeting.

All members are encouraged to purchase
and grow for show one of these plants.

Don'’t forget about the AVCF show and sale
in September (info under calendar above)
and the USF Fall Plant sale October 12" and
13,

NEW BUSINESS:

We have a show theme!!!
Members voted and approved:

“VIOLETS TAKE A EUROPEAN
HOLIDAY”

Mary Beth Bryant has been appointed as
show chair and will be contacting members
to chair the various committees needed to
make our show a success.

Jim Boyer is Judge Chair

Tammi Fitzgerald is Education Chair
Remember our show’s success depends on
us all working together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

BIRTHDAYS: Pat Rutzke and Roselind
Rovinsky

SHOW AND TELL:

Jean Krauchik brought in her plants that she
repotted and grew from leaves during last
month’s demonstration by Glenn Shelton.

PLANT RAFFLE: Plants donated by Mary

Lou Harden

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:40 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary

vl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

April 10th, 2024

Girl Foliage: Deeply
scalloped leaves, usually
rounded or heart-shaped
with white to yellow
markings at the base of each
leaf. These markings can
extend to the leaf blades
and edges of the leaf.

The next foliage type in the series on
learning foliage types is Girl foliage.
According to the AVSA handbook, Girl
foliage has "deeply scalloped leaves,
usually rounded or heart-shaped with white
to yellow markings at the base of each leaf.
These markings can extend to the leaf
blades and edges of the leaf."

"Blue Girl" was the first variety with this type
of foliage. It was discovered in 1941. "Blue
Girl" is a sport of "Blue Boy". The first "Blue
Girl" was found in a batch of "Blue Boy"





plants and the distinctive foliage earned it its 4. Distribute the cubed cream
new name and place in African violet cheese evenly over the cake mix.
history.

5. Sprinkle the remaining cake
Today, there are hundreds of named mix on top.
cultivars with girl foliage, like Melodie
Rhonda pictured above (photo credit: Sady
Garcia). Keep an eye out for a variety with

6. Place the thinly sliced butter in a
single layer on top of the cake mix,

Girl foliage to add to your collection the next covering as much of the surface as
time you are looking for a new addition. possible.
Happy Growing! 7. Bake for 35-40 minutes, or until a

Chris Brooks toothpick inserted in the center

marketing@avsa.org comes out clean.

8. Let cool for 15-20 minutes before
serving.

REO’ PE BO X Enjoy your tangy, creamy dessert!

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy M B
LEMON CREAM CHEESE DUMP CAKE
TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY

e 1(16 0z.) can lemon pie filling (TAVS)
* 1(150z.) package yellow cake mix Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31%!)
e 4 0z. cream cheese, cubed Current dues are $15 per year.
Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
e 1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, Newsletter The Petal
thinly sliced Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're

) interested in becoming a member:
Instructions:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

1. Preheat your oven to 350°F
(17§°C) gnd Ilghtly grease a square Send dues to:
baking dish with butter or non-stick Glenn Shelton, Treasurer

spray. 7142 62" Ave, North

2. Spread the lemon pie filling evenly Pinellas Park, FL 33781

in the bottom of the greased baking

dish. Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

3. Top with half of the cake mix.
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Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
guarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.Johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916

TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10

Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer

809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs
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recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

o §

O\,
Streptocarpella Dancing Doves

Streptocarpus DS-The Red &
The Black
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CHRISTMAS DREAM

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

I hope that you all had a fun, turkey-filled
Thanksgiving. The holidays have officially
arrived and the weather is chilly. I'm looking
forward to seeing you on Dec. 20" at the
library for our Holiday party. Wear festive
clothing and bring a dish to share. And yes,
once again, we will be playing Silly Santa!
Everyone can play; members DO NOT need
to bring a gift.

During the holidays TAVS gives a donation
to Feeding America. If you would like to
contribute, please bring your check (made
out to TAVS, not Glenn) or money to the

meeting. If you cannot attend the meeting,
please mail your check (made out to TAVS)
to Glenn.

Whatever holiday you celebrate, whether
Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa, | wish
you and yours the joy and peace of the
season.

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

December 5th, 2024,
ZOOM Meeting 7pm

Ron Myhr “Gesneriads for Beginners”



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Join Zoom Meeting

Topic: Tampa African Violet Society Night
Meeting

Time: 7:00 PM Eastern Time (US and
Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/9324792391?pw
d=ZzBKTmxZTmRJOFY0OSmxZbHNnU1Evd
z09&0mn=84549506390

Meeting ID: 932 479 2391
Passcode: TAVS

December 13", 2024
Day Meeting 10am
Seffner-Mango Public Library

“Holiday Party and Gift Exchange”

Dress festive, bring a dish, no need to bring
a gift!

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't

need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

12/11 Celia Howe
12/17 Tona Bell-Rosenthal
12/25 Jim Boyer

Anita Adlin recently underwent surgery and
has been transferred to a rehab facility.

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

FLORIDA STATE FAIR
February 6" — 17t 2025



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84549506390

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84549506390

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84549506390

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net



TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215t and 22", 2025

“AFRICAN VIOLETS TAKE A

EUROPEAN HOLIDAY!”

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
November 15h, 2024,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:20 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Tammi Fitzgerald

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Mary
Beth Bryant, Mary Lou Harden, Glenn
Shelton, Joan Reynolds, Tammi Fitzgerald,
Celeste Christman, Pat Rutzke, Stuart
Swayze, Tom Schaefer, and Celia Howe.

PROGRAM:
Video

“New Blossoms and Leaf Artwork”

Presented by Mary Beth Bryant

BUSINESS MEETING:

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Discussion of USF sale: the cost for the USF
sale far exceeds the financial benefits.
Members suggested finding other venues for
sales.

Several suggestions included The Tampa
Garden Club, and Dunedin Garden Club.
Members were tasked with finding additional
venues and will discuss in upcoming
meetings.

NEW BUSINESS:

Florida State Fair will be from February 6™ -
17",

Celeste Christman suggested purchasing a
bigger banner for our booth that would also
be able to be used for other events.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

11/24 AVSA Virtual Circle

11/30 Start of Growing Season for February
Show and sale

ZOOM Meeting 12/5

Ron Myhr “Gesneriads for Beginners”
Day Meeting

“Holiday Party and Gift Exchange”
This will be a pot luck!

BIRTHDAYS: Tom Schaefer, Glenn Shelton
and Briony Tomalesky.

RAFFLE: Plants supplied by Sandi Soto
MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:23 am

Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary





RECIPE BOX

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy
Crockpot Chicken and Dumplings
Super easy and yummy!

Ingredients...

4 boneless skinless chicken breast
1 can chicken broth

2 cans cream of chicken
sliced carrots

sliced celery

1/2 can peas

1/2 onion

crumbled bacon

parsley

garlic powder

salt and pepper

1 can flaky biscuits

Method
Place chicken breasts in bottom of crockpot

Pour chicken broth and both cream of
chickens over it

Add in carrots, celery and onion. How much
ever you prefer

Add in garlic powder, salt and pepper and
parsley flakes over it, how much ever you
prefer

Cook on high for 3 hours
Remove chicken and shred. Add the

chicken back in with some crumbled bacon
and the peas, stir together.

Break up the flaky biscuits, uncooked, and
put in the crockpot. | break each roll in
about 3 parts and just place them on top.

Remain cooking for another hour or so on
high or until done. Enjoy!
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August 2024

Pointed: Ends of the
leaves come to a definite
point.

The next type in the series on learning
foliage types is pointed. According to
the AVSA Handbook, "Pointed [foliage]:

Ends of the leaves come to a definite point."

"Ko's Chimera Dreams" (above) is a
gorgeous semiminiature example of
variegated chimera pointed foliage with
single-semidouble pink two-tone pansy
blossoms. It was hybridized by Stanley Ko
and registered in 2022. The look of pointed



https://avsa.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4389b4ef84900e8c7eb06d01&id=475f9358a1&e=1dcabbbb76



foliage is very simmilar to plain foliage but
as you can see in the graphic, the tip of the
foliage is more distictly pointed.

There are many named cultivars with
pointed foliage, such as "Ko's Chimera
Dreams" pictured above (photo credit:
Stanley Ko / AVSA). Keep an eye out for
one of the many varieties with pointed
foliage to add to your collection the next
time you are looking for a new addition.

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks, AVSA
marketing@avsa.org

Become a

MEMBER

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
(TAVS)

Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31%Y)
Current dues are $15 per year.

Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
Newsletter The Petal

Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're
interested in becoming a member:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

Checks payable to Tampa African Violet
Society can be sent to:

Glenn Shelton, Treasurer
7142 62" Ave, North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:

instagram.com/tampaatfricanviolets/

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Tampa African Violet Society

i/

CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN
()

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
quarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store



mailto:marketing@avsa.org

mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

http://instagram.com/tampaafricanviolets/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916

TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10

Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer

809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet

Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

FOR SALE!

Former member Linda Geller
has a commercial plant stand
she is selling.

Cost: $100

The dimensions are:

4 shelves
52.5 wide
72” high

19” Depth



http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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to meet and greet the public who share the
love for our favorite plant, the African violet.
See you there!

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

FALL COLORS Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The

A MESSAGE FROM S?Efgﬁgr;\g?gggrzsbilg Library.
OUR PRESIDENT e e

It seems like forever since we have been

together. Well, that all changes this week: November 7_th’ 2024,
Thursday night is our monthly zoom ZOOM Meeting 7pm

meeting, Friday morning we set up our

booth in Tampa and Saturday and Sunday Scott Amman

is the USF Fall Plant Sale. “The Way | Grow Violets”

Needless to say TAVS will be very busy this
week and we need as many of you as

possible to turn out and help make these J oIn ZOO m Meetl n g
events a success.
For those who have never come out to the Topic: Tampa African Violet Society Night
USF Sale, it is work, but it is also a lot of fun Meeting
Time: 7:00 PM Eastern Time (US and
Canada)



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/856092892367p
wd=4yH44cnx7ig0OCIT12xxrGSHL2hLa2.1

Meeting ID: 856 0928 9236
Passcode: 837369

November 15", 2024
Day Meeting 10am
Seffner-Mango Public Library

“Let’s Arrange Something, Dear!” --
Design Workshop and Container
Gardens

To be presented by Mary Lou Harden

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We wiill
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

11/3 Briony Tomalesky
11/19 Glenn Shelton

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

USF FALL PLANT SALE

Friday November 8" 11am set up
Saturday November 9" and Sunday
November 10"  9am to 3pm

TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215t and 22". 2025

“AFRICAN VIOLETS TAKE A
EUROPEAN HOLIDAY!”



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85609289236?pwd=4yH44cnx7ig0OCIT12xxrGSHL2hLa2.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85609289236?pwd=4yH44cnx7ig0OCIT12xxrGSHL2hLa2.1

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net



MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
September 20th, 2024,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:20 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION:

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Mary
Beth Bryant, Mary Lou Harden, Glenn
Shelton, Joan Reynolds, Tammi Fitzgerald,
Celeste Christman, Pat Rutzke, Stuart
Swayze, Sandi Soto, Jean Krauchik, and
Celia Howe.

PROGRAM:
“My Love Affair. . .With Episcias”

Presented by Celeste Christman

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
July 19th, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Don'’t forget about the AVCF show and sale
in September (info under calendar above)
and the USF Fall Plant sale October 12" and
13",

Mary Lou Harden reported we received
confirmation of the Temple Terrace United
Methodist Church for our February show.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mary Beth Bryant, show chair, distributed
copies of the show schedule. Copies of same
have been included with this email.

Peacock Cottage has agreed to supply us
with plants for the USF Fall sale and for our
February show. Celeste Christman has
agreed once again to pick these up

Set up for the USF sale will be Friday
October 11", at 11 am.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
BIRTHDAYS: 9/13 Sheryl Herold

RAFFLE: Plants supplied by Mary Lou
Harden

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:30 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary

vl GROWING

Society of TI P S
America
July 2024
RO .. e anc form 1 s

sometimes known as standard

Type or boy-type foliage.

—_—
Aca’s Coral Beauty






Plain Foliage Graphic

The next foliage type in the series on
learning foliage types is plain or tailored
foliage. According to the AVSA Handbook,
"Plain or Tailored leaves are plain in texture
and form, it is sometimes known as
standard or boy-type foliage."

"Aca's Coral Beauty" (Hybridized by John
Brownlie) is a gorgeous example of plain
solid green foliage with coral colored
semidouble star blossoms. Plain foliage has
been around since the first African violets
were discovered in the wild and is the
classic shape many think of when they
picture the foliage of an African violet.

Today, there are many named cultivars with
plain foliage, such as "Aca's Coral Beauty"
pictured above (photo credit: Jim Owens /
AVSA). Keep an eye out for one of the
many varieties with plain foliage to add to
your collection the next time you are looking
for a new addition.

Happy Growing!

Chris Brooks, AVSA
marketing@avsa.org

RECIPE BOX

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy

APPLE PIE BREAD PUDDING

INGREDIENTS
6 slices bread

3 eggs

% cup milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 tablespoon cinnamon

3 granny smith apples, peeled and chopped
1 cup brown sugar

3 tablespoons cornstarch

Vanilla ice cream

Caramel sauce

PREPARATION

1. Preheat oven to 350°F/175°C.

2. Slice the bread into ¥ inch cubes.

3. In a large bowl, combine the eggs, milk,
vanilla, and cinnamon, stirring until smooth.
4. Add the bread and stir until the bread
cubes have evenly absorbed the milk
mixture.

5. Spread the bread evenly in a 9-inch
round baking pan.

6. In a large bowl, combine the apples,
brown sugar, and cornstarch, mixing until
evenly combined.

7. Spread the apples evenly on top of the
bread.

8. Bake for 40 minutes, until edges are
brown.

9. Cool, slice, then serve with vanilla ice
cream and caramel sauce!

Become a

MEMBER

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
(TAVS)



mailto:marketing@avsa.org



Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31%")
Current dues are $15 per year.

Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
Newsletter The Petal

Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're
interested in becoming a member:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

Checks payable to Tampa African Violet
Society can be sent to:

Glenn Shelton, Treasurer
7142 62" Ave, North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN

0 !
Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:

instagram.com/tampaafricanviolets/

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
guarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

http://instagram.com/tampaafricanviolets/

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10

Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer

809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

Achimenes ‘Little Lulu’

Achimenes’Petite Fadette’

Episcia Star of Bethlehem



mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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MA’S WICKED WITCH

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Hi, everyone. Some of you responded to my
email about the cancellation of the council
show and sale due to the storm. Those that
didn’t, | hope that you and yours came
through Hurricane Helene with minimal
damage. As of right now, | do not know the
makeup date for this show.

For TAVS, the next event is, of course, the
Fall Plant Sale at USF in Tampa. We will
need people on Friday for setup and again
Saturday and Sunday to man the booth.
Please come out and help. It is a lot of work,

but it is fun to be together and to meet the
public and promote the club.

See you soon,
Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

October 3rd, 2024, ZOOM
Meeting

Stephen Covolo-Hudson

AVSA Membership Chair and 2™ Best in
Show Winner at AVSA 2024 Convention

Time: October 3rd,2024 7:00 pm



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Join Zoom Meeting

Topic: Tampa African Violet Society Night
Meeting

Time: Oct 3, 2024 07:00 PM Eastern

Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/9324792391?pw
d=ZzBKTmxZTmRJOFY0OSmxZbHNnU1Evd
z09&0mn=83573154800

Meeting ID: 932 479 2391
Passcode: TAVS

October 18™", 2024 Day Meeting

“My Love Affair. . .With Episcias”

To be presented by Celeste Christman

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or

download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

Ay '

10/15 Celeste Christman
10/22 Lisa Villabol

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

IS
PRYOUR

(‘_ALF_NDAR‘-

USF FALL PLANT SALE
October 12" and 13th

TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215t and 22". 2025




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=83573154800

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=83573154800

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=83573154800

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net



MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
September 20th, 2024,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:20 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: “The Ark”

Presented by Mary Lou Harden.

Multiple requests were made to include this
in The Petal, so | have attached a copy to
the email.

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Mary
Beth Bryant, Mary Lou Harden, Glenn
Shelton, Joan Reynolds, Tammi Fitzgerald,
Celeste Christman, Pat Rutske, Stuart
Swayze, Sandi Soto, Jean Krauchik, and
Celia Howe.

PROGRAM:
“My Violets Have Gone to Pot!”

Choices of Pots — plastic, clay, ceramic,
Dandy, Oyama

Presented by Glenn Shelton

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
July 19th, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Don’t forget about the AVCF show and sale
in September (info under calendar above)
and the USF Fall Plant sale October 12" and
13,

Mary Lou Harden reported we received
confirmation of the Temple Terrace United

Methodist Church for our February show.

Mary Beth Bryant, show chair distributed
copies of the show schedule. Copies of same
have been included with this email.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mary Beth Bryant, show chair distributed
copies of the show schedule. Copies of same
have been included with this email.

Peacock Cottage has agreed to supply us
with plants for the USF Fall sale and for our
February show. Celeste Christman has
agreed once again to pick these up

Set up for the USF sale will be Friday
October 11", at 11 am.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
October’s Meetings

October 3rd ZOOM Meeting

Stephen Covolo-Hudson

AVSA Membership Chair and 2™ Best in
Show Winner at AVSA 2024 Convention

October 18th Day meeting

“My Love Affair. . .With Episcias”
To be presented by Celeste Christman

BIRTHDAYS: 9/13 Sheryl Herold

RAFFLE: Plants supplied by Mary Lou
Harden

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:30 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary
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June 3rd, 2024

Ovate Foliage: An egg
shaped leaf with the broader
end at the base.

Our next foliage type to discuss in the series
is Ovate foliage. Ovate foliage according to
the AVSA Handbook for Growers,
Exhibitors, & Judges is: "An egg shaped
leaf with the broader end at the base."

Ovate foliage is fairly common and is easy
to tell apart from other more common
foliage types by its rounded end. Pointed
and plain foliage both have a more pointed
end than does ovate foliage. Ovate foliage
can also be variegated as in the picture
above.

"Cajun's Christy" (above) is a beautiful
example of an ovate leaved variety
hybridized by Belinda Thibodeaux in 2018
(photo Belinda Thibodeaux). You might
consider looking for a Ovate leaved variety
like this beautiful example for your
collection.

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks, AVSA
marketing@avsa.org

RECIPE BOX

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy

PERFECTLY MOIST PUMPKIN BREAD

2 cups sugar

1 cup canola oil or other neutral oil
4 eggs

15 to 16 ounces canned pumpkin (not pie
filling)

3/4 cup water

3 cups flour

2 teaspoons baking soda

1to 1.5 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon nutmeg

1/2 teaspoon cloves

1/2 teaspoon allspice

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease 2
standard (8.5 x 4.5-inch) loaf pans (or 4
to 5 mini loaf pans depending on what
size you are using with butter or non-
stick spray.

2. Using a stand mixer or hand mixer or
simply a whisk (my preference!) beat
sugar and oil together until blended. Add
eggs one at a time mixing after each
addition. Add pumpkin purée and water
and mix until blended.

3. Add the flour, baking soda, salt, and
spices. Whisk only until just
incorporated.

4. Pour batter into prepared pans. don’t fill
pans higher than 2/3 full



https://avsa.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4389b4ef84900e8c7eb06d01&id=b937b7d3e9&e=1dcabbbb76



5. Bake for about an hour (if using
standard loaf pans) but start checking
for doneness after 45 minutes — the
loaves are done when the center
springs back when touched. Note: When
using the small pans, the loaves should
be done in under 45 minutes. Start
checking after 30 minutes.

6. Let cool 15-20 minutes in pan; then
transfer to a cooling rack to continue
cooling before cutting and serving.

Become a

MEMBER

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
(TAVS)

Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31%)
Current dues are $15 per year.

Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
Newsletter The Petal

Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're
interested in becoming a member:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

Checks payable to Tampa African Violet
Society can be sent to:

Glenn Shelton, Treasurer
7142 62" Ave, North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

CALM

AND

GROW

AFRICAN
B)

Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:

instagram.com/tampaafricanviolets/

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
quarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

http://instagram.com/tampaafricanviolets/

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916

TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10

Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer

809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

Sinningia Deep Purple Dreaming



http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

mailto:nybleb@aol.com


















10





11





12





13






THE PETAL

APRIL 2024

Monthly Publication of Tampa African Violet Society
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

The Tampa African Violet Society, is an Affiliate of The African Violet Society of America, Inc.,
The Dixie African Violet Society, The African Violet Council of Florida and The Gesneriad Society

SNUGGLE BUNNY

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

April is here and so starts a new year for
Tampa African Violet Society. | thank you
for allowing me and my officers to continue
in our positions. It is a vote of confidence in
your board that is much appreciated. You
can count on us to keep the club moving
forward, with your help of course!

This month all of us need to renew our
membership and pay dues. | will collect
checks at the day meeting. If you cannot
make the day meeting, please mail your
check for $15.00 to our treasurer, Glenn
Shelton.

Also this month is the USF Spring Plant
Sale in Tampa, April 13-14. Then the AVSA

Convention in Arizona, April 21-28. Sandi
Soto and | are going, although | doubt we
will enter any plants. Anyone else going? A
national convention is a wonderful, not-to-
be-missed experience and | am looking
forward to it.

See you soon,
Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

April 4th ZOOM Meeting

“The ABC”S of N-P-K: Violet Feeding
Basics”
Richard Craft, Las Vegas, Nevada

Join Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=Zz
BKTmMxZTmRJOFY0OSmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn
=84638612650

Meeting ID: 932 479 2391
Passcode: TAVS



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84638612650

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84638612650

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84638612650



April 19th Day meeting

“You Light Up My Life”
Lighting Basics: by Jim Boyer

We will also be meeting for lunch
following this meeting

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

4/4 Jim Matula
4/9 Mary Lou Harden
4/17 Lynn Bandy

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

(=
PUT THIS

UR
CALENDAR

USF PLANT SALE

April 13" and 14t

USF Botanical Gardens

4202 E Fowler Ave, Tampa, FL 33620

AVSA ANNUAL CONVENTION
APRIL 21st -28th.

“SPIRIT OF THE SOUTHWEST”
PHOENIX, AZ



mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=84d0a895ea741f11JmltdHM9MTcxMTQ5NzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZGI2OTIxMS02MTIzLTY2OGMtMmJiMy04MDY1NjBiMzY3OTMmaW5zaWQ9NTc2OA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0db69211-6123-668c-2bb3-806560b36793&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTAxfn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPVVTRiUyMEJvdGFuaWNhbCUyMEdhcmRlbnMmc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjg3M3gxMjI1OTEyOTEmcHBvaXM9MjguMDU3OTI5OTkyNjc1NzhfLTgyLjQyNDMwODc3Njg1NTQ3X1VTRiUyMEJvdGFuaWNhbCUyMEdhcmRlbnNfWU44NzN4MTIyNTkxMjkxfiZjcD0yOC4wNTc5M34tODIuNDI0MzA5JnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1



THE AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF
FLORIDA

AVSA JUDGED SHOW AND SALES
“VIOLET TREASURES”

September 27th-28™

Friday: Sales: 11am-6pm
Show Room: 1pm-6pm

Saturday: 9sm-3pm

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd

Lakeland, FL 33805

TAVS ANNUAL DUES DUE THIS MONTH
$15. Checks made out to TAVS and brought
to meeting or mailed to Glenn Shelton

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
March 15th, 2023,
Thonotosassa Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:27am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Mary Beth Bryant

ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Mary Beth Bryant, Pat
Rutzke, Jim Matula, Sandi Soto, Jim Boyer,
Grace Bel, Lynn Bandy, and Mary Lou
Harden.

PROGRAM:
Show Recap- Sandi Soto
Presentation of awards- Mary Lou Harden

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of
the February 16th, 2024, meeting were
approved as published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Mary Beth Bryant

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Sandi Soto presented the report of the
Nominating Committee:
President: Mary Beth Bryant
Vice President: Mary Lou Harden
Secretary: Lynn Bandy
Treasurer: Glenn Shelton
Move to accept: Sandi Soto, Second: Lynn
E Bandy
All members voted and approved nominees.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mary Beth Bryant brought up the Florida
State Fair

How we did: All in all it went well. Some
suggestions wre made for future booth
designs including ordering a backdrop that
would be somewhat generic so we could
use it for all of our shows/sales.

BIRTHDAYS: Grace Bel
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

April 4th ZOOM Meeting

“The ABC”S of N-P-K: Violet Feeding
Basics”
Richard Craft, Las Vegas, Nevada

April 19th Day meeting

“You Light Up My Life”
Lighting Basics: by Jim Boyer

The AVSA will be sending out a survey
requesting suggestions for topics for
Their Virtual Circle.

In lieu of a raffle Sandi Soto donated some
plants and leaves to attending members.

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:18 a.m.

Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary





vl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

MARCH 25th, 2024

This week I'm revisiting a topic covered
back in 2021. | see so many questions
about this topic and so many violets
suffering from a lack of knowledge about it,
that | thought | should cover it for our new
subscribers and as a reminder for those
who may have forgotten. So, let's talk about
pot size!

The graphic above is an illustration of some
of the wrong, as well as the right, pot sizes
for African violets. The "golden ratio" for
sizing your pot is 3:1. The plant diameter
should be three times the size of the pot
diameter. As an example, if the plant's
foliage measures 9 inches across in
diameter then the pot should be 3 inches
across. you can see this illustrated above
where green is the size of the plant and

Violet
Society «
Americc

white is the size of the pot. African violets
also do best in a pot that is more shallow
rather than tall.

The 3:1 ratio may seem small, but it allows
for adequate potting mix and nutrients while
still encouraging blooming. Violets bloom
best when they are slightly root bound. This
ratio also helps prevent damage from
overwatering in soil that is a bit too heavy by
allowing the plant to more quickly use the
available water. It will not solve all watering
and soil problems, but it does give you more
wiggle room than an oversized pot. | hope
you find this tip helpful!

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org

Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you're interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Tampa African Violet Society

CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN

Join us on Twitter:

twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per

year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary
Jane DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive,
Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

African Violet Society (DAVS) Individual
membership fee which includes a quarterly
color newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15
per year, Send check with contact
information to: Johnnie Berry, Membership
Chair, 287 Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA
30331.johnniepearl@aol.com

www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Lynn E Bandy
Petal Editor
nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.



https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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Tropical Heatwave

photo by Uv Kay

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

| hope each of you had a nice, safe 4" of
July. As many of you know, Lee and | had
COVID. Thank you all for the card, it
brightened our day! Though | am finding it
hard to get back into the swing of things,
club business never stops.

The Website Committee has been
appointed with Sandi Soto as chair. Sandi
along with members Tammi Fitzgerald and
Glenn Shelton have been tasked with
investigating the different platforms on the
web which could host our club website.
Hopefully, they can find a good platform at a
better price that will save us some money.

Regarding our club show, the dates are set:
February 20"-22" 2025. We have heard
from several members on their choice of
show theme. If you have not responded to
Lynn’s email, please do so. At the moment,
the suggestions are quite varied. We vote
on a theme this month.

We aren’t going to lunch this month.
However, there will be a soil making party at
Mary Lou’s house after the day meeting on
the 19". Let’s have a good turnout, it makes
the work so much easier!

See you soon,

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584

July 11th ZOOM Meeting

“The Magic of Moss”

To be presented by: Mark Romansky of
Henderson, NV



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



Join Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87283038268?pwd
=tbHbtuJUtNi3ImrdiwAop4GOQevDz4.1

Meeting ID: 872 8303 8268
Passcode: 506577

July 19th Day meeting

“The Species” To be presented by Sandi
Soto

We will be meeting at Mary Lou Harden’s
home following our day meeting for a soil
mixing party!

It will only take a short time if everyone
comes and helps.

A suggestion: wear gloves and bring a face
mask as the ingredients can be dusty when
mixing.

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

Y\

Ny

7/3 Nancy Kast
7/12 Pat Rutzke
7122 Roselind Rovinsky

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

TTHIS
AYOUR
CALENDAR!




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87283038268?pwd=tbHbtuJUtNi3lmrdlwAop4GOQevDz4.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87283038268?pwd=tbHbtuJUtNi3lmrdlwAop4GOQevDz4.1

mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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THE AFRICAN VIOLET (DunciL oF FLoRDA

ProupLY PRESENTS ANAVSA JuDGED SHOW

VIOLET TREASURES

September 27-28, 2024

Christ Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33805

Hours Information
Friday: Sales Room, 11 am - 6 pm Mary Jane DiLorenzo
Show Room, 1- 6 pm 863-647-1517

Saturday: 9 -
e D~ R, Facebook: AVCFL

Free admission and parking

TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215t and 22", 2025

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
June 21st, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: by Vice
President Mary Lou Harden at 10:15 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Presented by Tammi
Fitzgerald

African violet flowers have strong spiritual
significance, particularly in African cultures.
They are believed to represent feminine
power, fertility, and protection. In traditional
African medicine, the leaves of the African
violet plant are used to treat skin conditions,
respiratory problems, and anxiety. It is also

africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

said that lighting a candle near an African
violet plant can bring good luck and positive
energy into a home.

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Tammi
Fitzgerald, Joan Reynolds, Jean Krauchik,
Celia Howe, Sharon Herold, Mary Lou
Harden, Glenn Shelton, and Sandi Soto.

GUESTS : Arya Bandy (Lynn’s
Grandaughter) and Esther Kirk, friend of
Celia Howe

PROGRAM:

“Propagating Techniques: Seed, Leaf
Cuttings and Suckers”.

Presented by Glenn Shelton

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
May 17th, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

July 11th ZOOM Meeting
“The Magic of Moss”

To be presented by: Mark Romansky of
Henderson, NV

July 19th Day meeting

“The Species” To be presented by Sandi
Soto

AVCF:. Jim Boyer istaking over as
president.

Jim Boyer announced the growing schedule
for the September show would begin
Saturday June 22.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: AVCF Show and
sale September 27-28". (Information noted
in calendar above)

Website-web  Host-  Currently  using
GoDaddy which is quite expensive. There
are other sites available, some significantly
lower cost. We have renewed for one





additional year with GoDaddy but would like
a committee to investigate.

Website Committee: Chair: Sandi Soto,
additional members Tammi Fitzgerald and
Glenn Shelton

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Project plant- approved

2. Show Dates for 2025: February
20" Show setup, February 21%
and 22" show.

3. Need to select show theme
before August: Lynn will send
out an email with Previous Show
theme suggestions, members
are asked to choose five of their
favorites and send these as a
reply to all.

At the July meeting we will vote on

the results.

4. Show Location: Members chose
to keep the venue at The Temple
Terrace Methodist Church. Mary
Lou will contact the venue to
reserve.

5. Soil Mixing Party: Will be at Mary
Lou Harden’s home following the
July meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

BIRTHDAYS: Jean Krauchik, Stuart
Swayze and Bonnie Smith.

Mary Beth Bryant’'s daughter had successful
back surgery.

Mary Beth and Lee Bryant both have Covid.
Please Join and support our affiliates.
Affiliate information listed below under
“‘Become a Member”

SHOW AND TELL:

Pat Rutzke showed Hunter's Pew Pew
blossoms.

Mary Lou showed:

Honey Blue Ace,

1916 Sharon Gartner (Saccco/Gartner)-
single white sticktite frilled pansy/fuschia
thumb prints, white puff fantasy, variable

fuschia on upper petals. Medium green
heart-shaped quilted, wavy, serrated
foliage. Small Standard.

Streptocarpella: Dancing Doves,

Episcia: Pink Panther, and Pink Dream,
Diplotricha Species: Columnea Carnival.

PLANT RAFFLE: In lieu of a raffle as raffle
tickets were unavailable, members and
guests were asked to make a donation if they
chose a plant.

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:50 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary

sl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

February 5th, 2024

) Bustle (Bustle
Foli Ad8€ | Back): Leaves are
Type compound with

1 one large and two
smaller lobes.

o |

Senk’s Merlot

The second foliage type in the series on
learning foliage types is Bustle or Bustle
Back. According to the AVSA handbook,
Bustle or Bustle Back foliage "leaves are
compound with one large and two smaller
lobes." "Spootnik" was the first variety



https://avsa.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4389b4ef84900e8c7eb06d01&id=bea11117be&e=1dcabbbb76



registered with this type of foliage in 1964.

The first known bustle back was a sport of
"Purple Prince" hamed "Bustles." It was
discovered by Mrs. H.P. Mason about 1959-
1960 and later propagated by her friend
Mrs. Delphine Hotchkiss who had given her
the original leaf of "Purple Prince" that
produced the sport. Mrs. Hotchkiss
originally named it "Goofy" because of its
appearance but later changed the name to
"Bustles." This is where the name for the
foliage type originated. "Bustles" was never
registered with the AVSA, but it has
produced many descendants.

Today, some of the more popular varieties
are the Wesley's, Wizard's, and Senk's
varieties like "Senk's Merlot" pictured

above (photo credit: Dawna MacLeod).
Keep an eye out for a Bustle Back to add to
your collection the next time you are looking
for a new addition.

Happy Growing!

Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org

RECIPE BOX

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy

It’s blueberry season!

BLUEBERRY SCONES

e 4 cups all-purpose flour

e 6 tablespoons sugar

o 4-1/2 teaspoons baking powder

e 1/2 teaspoon salt

e 1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons cold
butter

o 2large eggs

e 3/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons whole
milk, divided

e 1-1/2 cups fresh or frozen
blueberries

In a bowl, combine the flour, sugar, baking
powder and salt; cut in butter until mixture
resembles coarse crumbs. In a bowl, whisk
eggs and 3/4 cup milk; add to dry
ingredients just until moistened. Turn onto a
lightly floured surface; gently knead in the
blueberries.

Divide the dough in half. Pat each portion
into an 8-in. circle; cut each into 8 wedges.
Place on greased baking sheets. Brush with
remaining milk. Bake at 375° for 15-20
minutes or until tops are golden brown.
Serve warm.

Become a

MEMBER

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
(TAVS)

Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31*)
Current dues are $15 per year.

Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
Newsletter The Petal





Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're
interested in becoming a member:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

Send dues to:

Glenn Shelton, Treasurer
7142 62" Ave, North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
guarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based

on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
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the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916

TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer
809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

EPISCIA SUOMI




mailto:nybleb@aol.com
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TEEN BRIDE

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Since Memorial Day | have been thinking
about the different ways we can serve. Of
course the military comes to mind. If you or
a loved one has served in any capacity,
thank you.

As the nation needs the military, a club
needs its members. Our TAVS club
members are simply the best-- whether
setting up/tearing down booths, growing and
selling African violets at USF or helping in
innumerable ways to put on our club show
to attending meetings. If it needs to be
done, our members show up! So to each of
you, for all that you do, | say thank you.

| want to acknowledge certain club
members who are serving at the state and
national levels. Jim Boyer is president of the
African Violet Council of Florida, our state

organization and Sandi Soto is first vice
president of AVCF. Sandi also serves as
vice-chair, alongside Bill Patterson, of the
Virtual Circle Committee. The Virtual Circle
provides zoom presentations on topics
related to our beloved African violets. These
presentations happen throughout the year
and are made for the members of the
African Violet Society of America, our
national organization with world-wide reach.
These individuals are making a difference
on multiple levels. Thank you, Jim and
Sandi!

What can YOU do? | would say continue to
help the club. It is not the same without your
participation. Volunteer for a committee,
become an officer, read The Petal, watch
your email for news, visit our website and
attend events and our monthly meetings.
You'll see how easy it is to serve.

See you soon,

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



June 6th ZOOM Meeting

“Using Color in Design”

To be presented by: Susan Anderson,
Phoenix, AZ

Join Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/89114454488?pwd=Dbljif
alDWefxBism9LixfNGfwi3Mbn.1

Meeting ID: 891 1445 4488
Passcode: 067898

June 21st Day meeting

“Propagating Techniques: Seed, Leaf
Cuttings and Suckers” To be presented by
Glenn Shelton

We will be meeting for lunch afterwards at
The Bob Evans. All invited!

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some

flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.
What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

4 s s " g}
MAREE
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6/3 Jean Krauchik
6/17 Stuart Swayze
6/27 Bonnie Smith

Jerry Kast is in the hospital since last
Sunday with pneumonia. Finally showing
some good improvement. He will probably
be transferred to a skilled facility for rehab
to get his strength back.

Nancy is home with ear problems.

They ae currently living in an Assisted
Living Facility in North Carolina.

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89114454488?pwd=bIjifa1DWefxBism9LixfNGfwi3Mbn.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89114454488?pwd=bIjifa1DWefxBism9LixfNGfwi3Mbn.1

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net



THE AFRICAN VIOLET (SUNCIL OF FLorDA
ProupLY PRESENTS ANAYSA JuDGED SHOW

VIOLET TREASURES

September 27-28, 2024

Christ Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33805

Hours Information
Friday: Sales Room, 11 am - 6 pm Mary Jane DiLorenzo

Show Room, 1- 6 pm 863-647-1517
Satulday: 9am-3pm africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club
Facebook: AVCFL

Free admission and parking

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
May 17th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:27am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Mary Beth Bryant

ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Mary Beth Bryant, Jim
Boyer, Grace Bel, Lynn Bandy, Stuart
Swayze, Jim Rogers, Celeste Christman,
Tammi Fitzgerald, Joan Reynolds,Jean
Krauchik, Anita Adlin and Sandi Soto.

PROGRAM:

“Common African Violet pests and
diseases” Presented by Mary Beth Bryant
and Sandi Soto.

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
April 19th, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
TREASURER REPORT: Was given by Mary

Beth Bryant discussion ensued regarding
USF fees and expenses.

AVCF:. Jim Boyer istaking over as
president.

Sandi Soto is doing the entries for the
council show at the end of September.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: AVCF Show and
sale September 27-28". (Information noted
in calendar above)

BIRTHDAYS: Kathy Glenn, Mary Beth
Bryant, Jerry Kast and Angelina Grundhoff.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
June 6th ZOOM Meeting
“Using Color in Design”

To be presented by: Susan Anderson,
Phoenix, AZ

June 21st Day meeting

“Propagating Techniques: Seed, Leaf
Cuttings and Suckers” To be presented by
Glenn Shelton





MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:50 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary

vl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

February 5th, 2024

Longifolia: Narrow
pointed strap-like
leaves with either

plain or wavy

edges.

| am looking forward to sharing with you
over the next few months some of the
foliage types that you are likely to see on
different varieties of African violets. | am
starting this series with longifolia because it
is one of the more interesting and unusual
types of foliage. According to the AVSA
handbook, it is characterized by "narrow
pointed strap-like leaves with either plain or
wavy edges." 'Big Mike' was the first variety
registered with this type of foliage way back
in 1949. Today, some of the more popular
varieties are the Senk's varieties like 'Senk's
Snowy Egret' pictured above (photo credit:

Marjorie Bullard). Keep an eye out for a
longifolia to add to your collection the next
time you are looking for a new addition.

Happy Growing!

Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org

RECIPE BOX

ORANGE DREAMSICLE LUSH

INGREDIENTS

Cookie Base

1pouch (17.5 0z) Betty Crocker™ Sugar
Cookie Mix

Butter and egg called for on cookie mix
pouch for drop cookies

1/3cup butter, melted

Filling

2boxes (3 oz each) Jell-O® orange-flavored
gelatin

1/3cup boiling water

2boxes (3.4 0z each) Jell-O® vanilla-flavor
instant pudding & pie filling mix

2 1/2cups cold milk

1package (8 oz) cream cheese, softened
1 cup powdered sugar

1 container (12 oz) Cool Whip frozen
whipped topping, thawed

Decoration

1/2cup canned mandarin orange segments,
drained

DIRECTIONS

Heat oven to 375°F. Make and bake drop
cookies as directed on pouch. Cool



https://www.bettycrocker.com/products/cookiemix/sugar

https://www.bettycrocker.com/products/cookiemix/sugar

https://www.bettycrocker.com/products/cookiemix

https://www.bettycrocker.com/products/cookiemix



completely, about 30 minutes.

In food processor, process half of the
cookies to coarse crumbs. Remove to
medium bowl. Continue to process
remaining cookies to coarse crumbs; add to
bowl. Stir in melted butter until well blended.
In ungreased 13x9-inch (3-quart) glass
baking dish, press cookie crumb mixture
firmly in bottom. Set aside.

In small bowl, place gelatin, and add boiling
water; beat with whisk until blended. Stir
occasionally about 2 minutes or until mostly
dissolved. In medium bowl, beat dry
pudding mixes and milk with whisk about 2
minutes or until thick. Stir in dissolved
gelatin. Let stand 5 minutes, stirring
occasionally.

In large bowl, beat cream cheese and
powdered sugar with electric mixer on
medium speed until smooth, scraping down
side of bowl frequently. Beat in 2 cups of the
whipped topping. Spread over cookie crust.
Pour pudding mixture over cream cheese
layer; spread evenly over top. Drop
remaining whipped topping by spoonfuls
over pudding layer; carefully spread until
even. Refrigerate 5 hours.

When ready to serve, sprinkle orange
segments on top. Cut into 6 rows by 3 rows.
Cover and refrigerate any remaining pieces.

Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you're interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
Tampa African Violet Society
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Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per

year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary
Jane DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive,
Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

African Violet Society (DAVS) Individual
membership fee which includes a quarterly
color newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15 per
year, Send check with contact information
to: Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair, 287
Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA
30331.johnniepearl@aol.com




mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/

mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs



www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com
The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

Michaelmoeleria Vietnamensis

AV Sharon Gartner Plant



http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/

mailto:nybleb@aol.com



AV mini Honey Blue Ace

AV Sharon Gartner Blooms

Species Diplotricha
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MAYFAIR

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Whew! | am just back from the AVSA
convention in Phoenix, Arizona. The
weather was just beautiful—warm, but with
no humidity. The hotel was nice and the
food was good. However, the real stars of
the show were the African violets. The day
the salesroom opened, the rush was on as
people were 3 or 4 or deeper at the vendor
tables trying to find that perfect addition to
their collections. Everything that you could
imagine was for sale—African violets,
Streptocarpus and other gesneriads to
clothes and jewelry. | was in heaven!

Just when | thought it couldn’t get any
better, the showroom opened up. There

were tables upon tables of beautiful plants,
each grown to perfection. | can honestly say
that | took more pictures of plants than | did
of people!

Speaking of people, African violet
enthusiasts are some of the nicest people |
know. Stories, ideas, even leaves and
African violets were willingly shared during
the entire convention. Getting my “plant fix”
was great. It was even better to learn what
others around the country are doing. Their
ideas and enthusiasm have rejuvenated me
and | can’t wait to share more with you, my
own club members.

See you soon,

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



MAY 2nd ZOOM Meeting

“The Best of Annie Rieck”
Annie Rieck, Olympia Fields, IL

You all know her from her wonderful
podcast "All About African Violet". You do
not want to miss this chance to talk to her
live!

Join Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/9324792391?pwd=Zz
BKTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn
=88038002469

Meeting ID: 932 479 2391
Passcode: TAVS

May 17th Day meeting

“Common African Violet pests and
diseases” To be presented by Mary Lou
Harden

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

5/5 Kathy Glenn

5/9 Mary Beth Bryant
5/17 Jerry Kast

5/24 Angelina Grundhoff

Bonnie Smith is recovering from Retinal
Surgery.

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=88038002469

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=88038002469

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=88038002469

mailto:nybleb@aol.com

mailto:mlhard@verizon.net



THE AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF
FLORIDA

AVSA JUDGED SHOW AND SALES
“VIOLET TREASURES”

September 27th-28"

Friday: Sales: 11lam-6pm
Show Room: 1pm-6pm

Saturday: 9sm-3pm

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd

Lakeland, FL 33805

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
April 19th, 2023,
Seffner-Mango Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:10am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Mary Beth Bryant

ROLL CALL:

Attending were: Mary Beth Bryant, Pat
Rutzke, Jim Matula, Sandi Soto, Jim Boyer,
Grace Bel, Lynn Bandy, Stuart Swayze, Jim
Rogers, Celia Howe, Celeste Christman,
Tammi Fitzgerald, Joan Reynolds, and Mary
Lou Harden.

Guest: Esther Kirk

PROGRAM:
“You Light Up My Life”
Lighting Basics: by Jim Boyer

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of
the March 15th, 2024, meeting were
approved as published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Mary Beth Bryant

AVCF:. Jim Boyer istaking over as
president.

Sandi Soto is doing the entries for the
council show at the end of September.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Mary Lou
Harden presented the show awards.

NEW BUSINESS:
Mary Beth Bryant brought up the USF Sale
How we did: All in all it went well.

OLD BUSINESS: Glenn Shelton is sending
in final accounting for USF Spring Sale.

BIRTHDAYS: Jim Matula, Mary Lou Harden
, Angela Newell, and Lynn Bandy

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
May 2nd ZOOM Meeting

“The Best of Annie Rieck”
Annie Rieck, Olympia Fields, IL

May 17th Day meeting

“Common African Violet pests and
diseases” To be presented by Mary Lou
Harden

Bonnie Smith is recovering from Retinal
Surgery.

Raffle Plants: donated by Sandi Soto and
Mary Lou Harden.

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:40 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary
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Are you ready to root some leaf cuttings?
What should you use to trim them properly?
It might seem like any old cutting implement
will do, but for the best results you should
use something very sharp and clean. A dull
blade, pair of scissors, or just snapping off a
leaf causes crushing damage to the petiole
(leaf stem) and encourages rot more than
roots. It's better to use a very sharp sterile
blade that makes a clean cut. This causes
the least amount of damage to the plant's
cells and encourages the stem to easily
produce roots. Slice the leaf stem at a 45
degree angle with the cut surface facing the
front of the leaf. Place the leaf stem in the
potting mix 1/2 to 1 inch deep with the
angled cut facing up so that plantlets can
easily emerge at the soil surface.
Remember, the next time you are ready to
root some leaves, reach for a razor blade or
razor knife to make your cuts!

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks
marketing@avsa.org

Become a

MEMBER

WANT TO JOIN TAVS? Annual dues are
$15. Send an email to Glenn Shelton if
you’re interested in becoming a member:
floridainorchids@gmail.com

Visit us at:

www.tampaafricanviolets.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
Tampa African Violet Society
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Join us on Twitter;

twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per

year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer: Mary
Jane DiLorenzo, 345 Enclave Drive,
Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

African Violet Society (DAVS) Individual
membership fee which includes a quarterly



mailto:floridainorchids@gmail.com

http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=285747258258827&ref=br_rs

http://twitter.com/TAVS_violets

https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club/
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color newsletter, The Dixie News, is $15
per vyear, Send check with contact
information to: Johnnie Berry, Membership
Chair, 287 Fennel Way, SW, Atlanta, GA
30331.johnniepearl@aol.com

www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com
The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors

or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

Mary Beth Bryant sent some photos from the
AVSA Convention!

WRANGLER’S GAMBLIN FEVER



mailto:johnniepearl@aol.com

http://www.davs.org/

http://www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/
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Photo- by Cynthia
SCHOOL BELLS

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

This month TAVS members are beginning
to work behind the scenes to bring to life
African Violets Take a European Holiday,
our 2025 show theme. Can you believe our
show is a little more than 5 months away?!

The show schedule is almost set. Just as in
previous years, it will be sent electronically.
Paper copies of the schedule will be made
available at the day meetings as well. A big
“thank you” to all the members who have
stepped up to chair committees.

Glenn, Mary Lou and | have been working
on getting speakers for Zoom presentations
for the year. | think we have a very good
roster, full of great presenters and topics.
Keep checking The Petal and your email—
you won’t want to miss out on a single zoom
meeting!

Mary Lou is working on our yearbook. If any
of your contact information has changed,
please call her, or better yet, send her an
email. We want to publish the most up-to-
date information available.

See you soon,

Mary Beth

OUR MEETINGS

Our meetings are held the first Thursday
of the month via ZOOM at 7pm and the
third Friday of the month at 10AM at The
Seffner- Mango Public Library.

The library address is:

410 N. Kingsway Rd.

Seffner, FL 33584



http://www.tampaafricanviolets.com/



September 5™, 2024, ZOOM
Meeting

“Dr. Jeff Smith”

Dr. Smith is a botanist at Ball State
University and is a regular columnist in the
African Violet Magazine. He will discuss
nutrients and share information about one of
his experiments.

Time: September 5",2024 7:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93247923917?pw
d=ZzBKkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evd
z09&0mn=84126948702

Meeting ID: 932 479 2391
Passcode: TAVS

September 20", 2024 Day
Meeting

“My Violets Have Gone to Pot!”

Choices of Pots — plastic, clay, ceramic,
Dandy, Oyama

To be presented by Glenn Shelton

ZOOM MEETINGS

Mary Beth Bryant will be hosting the
virtual night meetings via Zoom! We will
have a program to begin and lots of time
for any questions. Then, we will open it
up and do some show and tell. So, get
your precious blooming babies camera
ready. | know we all want to see some
flowers!

The club business meeting will follow.

What's that you say? You don't know
how to Zoom?! No problem. You don't
need to have a Zoom account or
download anything permanently to your
computer, or tablet or phone.

Be on the lookout for an email from Mary
Beth/Mary Lou a few days before the
meeting with a link to access the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

9/13 Sheryl Herold

}(Sw"}’“ﬂ“l

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Roselind Rovinsky on the loss of her
mother who was living in Singapore.




https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9324792391?pwd=ZzBkTmxZTmRJOFY0SmxZbHNnU1Evdz09&omn=84126948702
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Joan Reynolds has had total knee surgery
and is doing well in her recovery.

Send us an email and let us know how you
are doing if you cannot attend the meetings!
nybleb@aol.com, mlhard@verizon.net

THE AFRICAN VIOLET (SUNCIL OF FLorDA
ProupLY PRESENTS ANAYSA JuDGED SHOW

VIOLET TREASURES

September 27-28, 2024

Christ Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33805

Hours Information
Friday: Sales Room, 11 am - 6 pm Mary Jane DiLorenzo

Show Room, 1- 6 pm 863-647-1517
Satulday: 9am-3pm africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club
Facebook: AVCFL

Free admission and parking

USF FALL PLANT SALE
October 12" and 13th

TAVS SHOW AND SALE:
February 215 and 22M. 2025

MEETING MINUTES

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
August 16th, 2024,
Brandon Public Library

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
by President Mary Beth Bryant at 10:20 am.
Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

INSPIRATION: Presented by Mary Beth
Bryant

ROLL CALL:

Attending: Jim Boyer, Lynn Bandy, Mary
Beth Bryant, Mary Lou Harden, Glenn
Shelton, Joan Reynolds, Tammi Fitzgerald,
Celeste Christman, and Celia Howe.

PROGRAM:

“Meet The Relatives”

An introduction of the other plants that are
part of the Violet Family.

Presented by Mary Beth Bryant

BUSINESS MEETING: The minutes of the
July 19th, 2024, meeting were approved as
published in the Petal.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER REPORT: Was given by
Glenn Shelton

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Don’t forget about the AVCF show and sale
in September (info under calendar above)
and the USF Fall Plant sale October 12" and
13",

Mary Lou Harden reported we were still
awaiting confirmation of the Temple Terrace
United Methodist Church for our February
show.

NEW BUSINESS:

Peacock Cottage has agreed to supply us
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with plants for the USF Fall sale and for our
February show.

Mary Lou Harden distributed copies of the
Design Division Show Schedule

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
September’s Meetings
September 5th ZOOM Meeting

“Dr. Jeff Smith”

Dr. Smith is a botanist at Ball State
University and is a regular columnist in the
African Violet Magazine. He will discuss
nutrients and share information about one of
his experiments.

September 20th Day meeting

“My Violets Have Gone to Pot!”

Choices of Pots — plastic, clay, ceramic,
Dandy, Oyama

To be presented by Glenn Shelton

October’s Meetings

October 3rd ZOOM Meeting

Stephen Covolo-Hudson

AVSA Membership Chair and 2" Best in
Show Winner at AVSA 2024 Convention

October 18th Day meeting

“My Love Affair. . .With Episcias”

To be presented by Celeste Christman

BIRTHDAYS: Joan Reynolds, Gladys Cook
and Sandi Soto

SHOW AND TELL:

Jim Boyer brought in Metro-Petrocosmiea
and Mary Beth Bryant brought in a Humako-
inches bloom.

MEETING ADJOURNED: at 11:40 am
Lynn Bandy
Recording Secretary

sl GROWING
TIPS

Society of
America

May 6th, 2024

Holly Foliage: Heavily
crested leaves with the
leaf edges curled
forward or bent back
“ with exaggerated wavy
edges resembling a
holly leaf.

Foliage
Type

Allegro Highland Holly

Our next foliage type to discuss in the series
is Holly foliage. Holly foliage according to
the AVSA Handbook for Growers,
Exhibitors, & Judges is: "Heavily crested
leaves with the leaf edges curled forward or
bent back with exaggerated wavy edges
resembling a holly leaf."

You might see a plant with holly type foliage
and think that there is something wrong with




https://avsa.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4389b4ef84900e8c7eb06d01&id=b01a03748a&e=1dcabbbb76
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the plant. Is it wilting or does it have a
disease? No, it is just the nature of the
variety for the leaf edges to curl. This is an
example of why it is important to know the

name and description of your plants. Putting

a holly leaved plant in violet ICU won't get
the leaves to flatten out. Once you are

aware that this is how the plant is supposed

to look, you can relax and enjoy the lovely
curled foliage!

"Allegro Highland Holly" above is a beautiful
example of a holly leaved variety hybridized

by Janet Stromberg in 2009 (photo AVSA).
Consider looking for a holly leaved or other

variety at this week's advertiser Violet Barn.

Happy Growing!
Chris Brooks, AVSA
marketing@avsa.org

RECIPE BOX

Recipe submitted by Lynn Bandy

Quick and Easy Peach
Cobbler
14 cup unsalted butter, melted
1 cup self-rising flour
1 cup white sugar

1 cup milk

2 (16 ounce) cans sliced peaches in

heavy syrup

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees F (175 degrees C).

Mix self-rising flour, sugar, and milk
together in a bow! until well
combined and no lumps remain.
Pour melted butter into a 2-quart
baking dish (or a 9- or 10-inch cast
iron skillet). Pour flour-milk mixture
over top.

Carefully pour peaches and syrup
into the skillet. Use a spatula to
spread peaches evenly around the
pan.

Bake in the preheated oven until the
crust turns golden brown, 30 to 45
minutes.

Become a

MEMBER

TAMPA AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY
(TAVS)

Annual Membership (April 1 to March 31%")
Current dues are $15 per year.

Includes an annual Yearbook and monthly
Newsletter The Petal

Send an email to Glenn Shelton if you're
interested in becoming a member:

floridainorchids@gmail.com

Checks payable to Tampa African Violet
Society can be sent to:

Glenn Shelton, Treasurer
7142 62" Ave, North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781

Visit us at:
www.tampaafricanviolets.com




https://avsa.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4389b4ef84900e8c7eb06d01&id=748f09fb99&e=1dcabbbb76
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK

CALM

AND

GROW
AFRICAN

0 !
Tampa African Violet Society

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TAVSviolets

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM:
@tampaafricanviolets

African Violet Council of Florida (AVCF)
Individual membership fee is $10 per
year and includes a quarterly newsletter,
The Florida Connection. The Council has
two meetings each year — one in the Spring
and one in the Fall. You can send your
renewal or new dues to the Treasurer:
Mary Jane DiLorenzo,

345 Enclave Drive, Lakeland, FL 33803,
https://africanvioletcouncilofflorida.club

Dixie African Violet Society (DAVS)

Dixie has an annual convention and
membership meeting in the Southeast (Last
year in Birmingham, AL)

Individual membership fee which includes a
guarterly color newsletter, The Dixie News,
is $15 per year, Send check with contact
information to:

Johnnie Berry, Membership Chair,

287 Fennel Way, SW,

Atlanta, GA 30331

.johnniepearl@aol.com www.davs.org

African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). Annual membership is not based
on the calendar year, but the date
membership begins. Digital membership is
$28 and individual membership (receiving a
print copy of the African Violet Magazine) is
$35 per year. Membership has the following
benefits:

The African Violet Magazine with reliable,
up-to-date information on the culture of
African violets; six color issues per year

Discounted prices on all products sold in the
AVSA Store

Opportunity to participate in the annual
National Convention and Show

Access to Members Only section of
the AVSA website

Opportunity to seek older hybrids on the
Violet Preservation page of AVSA website

Send contact information and check
payable to AVSA to:

AVSA Office

PO Box 22417

Beaumont, TX 77720.
www.Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org

THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY(GS)

Has an annual convention at different
locations in the U.S.

Publish a quarterly magazine, Gesneriads.
Individual annual dues are $25 payable to
Gesneriad Society, Inc.

Mail to:

Bob Clark, Membership Secretary

1122 East Pike Street

PMB 637

Seattle, WA 98122-3916

TAMPA BAY GESNERIAD SOCIETY
(TBGS)

Monthly meetings at the Seffner-Mango
Library, third Saturday

Annual Membership is $10

Send dues to

Jo Anne Martinez, Treasurer

809 Taray de Avila

Tampa, FL 33613

Lynn E Bandy

Petal Editor

nybleb@aol.com

The Petal is published monthly by the Tampa
African Violet Society.

Disclaimer: While the information and
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recommendations in this publication are
believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors or editor, nor the Tampa African Violet
Society can accept responsibility for any errors
or omissions.

Tampa African Violet Society makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material herein.

SOME PHOTOS FROM MARY
LOU HARDEN

STREPTOCARPUS TEQUILA SUNRISE
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