Fifth Sunday of Easter: April 28—May 4, 2024
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Church

710 N Custer Avenue
Hardin, MT 59034

Website: stjosephparishhardin.org
Email: stjosephparishhardin@gmail.com
Facebook: St Joseph Catholic Parish—Hardin

Pastoral Staff Volunteers

Parish Bookkeeper: Colleen Schaak

Parish Secretary: Deb Johnson

Bulletin: Patty Kepp

Website Editor: Julie O’Dell

Director of Religious Education: Celeste Geier

Mass Intentions

Sun., Apr 28: For the People

Mon., Apr 29: No Mass

Tues., Apr 30: tFor Connie Medhus
by Lowell Medhus

Wed., May 1: tFor Clayton Fortune

by Kelly Ohmsted
Thurs., May 2:
Fri., May 3:

Sat., May 4:

Offertory Collections:
Sat., April 20: $ 111.25
Sun., April 21: $ 559.00
Annual Catholic Appeal
to date: $ 14,458.00

Month of March, 2024
Income: $ 11,316.74

$ (2,090.67)

Mass Servers

Father Callistus Igwenagu
406-665-1432

Expenses: $ 13,407.41

Mass Schedule
St. Joseph’s Church — Hardin
Sunday Mass —9:00 a.m.
Saturday Mass — 5:45 p.m.
Daily Mass — 8:00 a.m.

Tuesday—Friday

St. Mary’s Mission — Custer
Sunday Mass —11:00 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturday from 5:00-5:30 pm
For Holy Communion and Anointing of the
Sick, please contact Father Cally

Contact Numbers:

Father Cally, 406-665-1432: all questions
Patty Kepp, 406-665-5257: bulletin

Calendar

Sun., Apr 28: “Growing in Faith” program, after
9:00 am Mass, church basement

Wed., May 1: Religious Education class, 3:45pm
This is the last class of the year.

Wed., May 1: Mass and Adoration, 5:30 pm

Fri., May 3: First Friday of the Month Healing
Mass, 5:30 pm

Sat., May 4: Rosary Novena #9 of 9, 5:20 pm,
led by the Catholic Daughters

Sun., May 5: Parish Youth, 3:00 pm, church
basement

Mon., May 6: Catholic Daughters monthly
meeting, 5:30 pm, church basement
(rescheduled from May 13th)

Tues., May 7: Parish Council, 6:00 pm,
church basement

Scholarships Available
=0n the table at the entrance of the church
Catholic Daughters &
Catholic Daughters Memorial

Commentator Lector Eucharistic Ministers o -
Sat., Apr 27 |Julie O’Dell Larry Johnson Celeste Geier & Julie O’Dell Hﬂﬁt ){
Sun., Apr 28 |Visencia Ramirez |Genne Taganahan |Angela Ramirez & Sue Seykora ‘B\ﬁ“\'!‘“b Y
Sat., May 4 |Larry Johnson Celeste Geier Larry Johnson & Julie O’Dell r
Sun, May 5 |Sue Seykora Angela Ramirez Visencia Ramirez & Candy Wells To all born in
Sat., May 11 |Julie O’Dell Patty Kepp Celeste Geier & Patty Kepp April
Sun., May 12 |Candy Wells Genne Taganahan [Visencia Ramirez & Sue Seykora

JESUS IS THE VINE AND WE ARE THE BRANCHES
Jesus said in today’s gospel (John 15:1-8) “l am the
Vine, and you are the branches....

Whoever remains in me and | in him will bear
much fruit because without me you can do noth-
ing.” Jesus used the vine tree to describe the rela-
tionship between us and him. He is the Vine Tree
and he calls us his branches. A tree and its branch-
es are one and the same. There is no difference
between them. They have the same root; take the
same food and water. They are internally super
connected.

Jesus sees us as his branches, that is, as part of
him. We are one with him. As Christians and par-
ticularly Catholics, we are intimately related to
Jesus. We are one with him as he is one with the
Father. In the Holy Eucharist, we take his body and
blood. That means that the same blood and water
that flow in him the Vine equally flow in us the
branches. We are very closely related to him.

This is our identity. This is how Jesus sees us. We
are part of him. So always remember that you are
part of Jesus. Thus, Jesus advises us to remain in
him so that we can bear fruits. There are three
major ways to remain in Jesus.

Prayer: Prayer constantly connects us to Jesus.
That’s why Jesus instructs us to pray always (Luke
18:1).

Holy Communion: One of the best ways to abide in
Jesus is to constantly receive him in the Holy Eu-
charist. You are what you eat and drink. His body
and blood become one with ours as we faithfully
receive him at mass. In John 6:56 Jesus said:
“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood live in
me and | in them.”

Keeping His commandments: St. John tells us in
the second reading of today (1John 3:18-24) that
“those who keep God’s commandments remain in
him and he in them.”

Jesus reminds us that if we don’t abide in him, that
is, if we cut ourselves off from him, we can’t
achieve anything. If you by mistake happen to cut
yourself off from Jesus reconnect to him through
repentance and confession. St. Paul used to be a
sinner. But after his conversion he got himself

connected to Jesus and became a preacher of the
gospel. He began to bear fruits. This is the message
of the first reading of today (Acts 9: 26-31). Conver-
sion and confession are a means through which we
get ourselves reconnected to Jesus when we have
made mistakes. We pray for the grace to remain in

Jesus always and never to separate ourselves from
him.

Congratulations from the Knights of
Columbus to Chase Wells, Lacey Wells
and Miles Wells. They each received

a $1500 scholarship to a graduating senior.
Congratulations to Katelyn Fuchs, she received
the $1500 College Student scholarship.
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Property Management is one of the ministries that your Annual Catholic Appeal gifts support,
helping local parishes and schools. Jerry Horton, Property Manager, provides assistance with
issues from construction, repairs, and maintenance of parishes and schools, oversight of and
lease agreements for farmlands, working with gas and oil and mineral lease/rights, support on
deeds, contracts, and permits, working with insurance claims and processes, acquisition and
alienation following canon and civil law, etc. This knowledgeable support is provided without
cost to the parish or school. We want to ensure that all of our properties are safe and functional
-and this ministry work helps to keep things up to date, in working order, and providing support
from someone who understands these property issues. Your gifts to the Annual Catholic Appeal
are vital to this ongoing support!
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Men’'s Weekend: June 6-9, 2024
David Mork, Rector 406-671-2562

Women's Weekend: June 13-16, 2024
Pam Heldt, Rectora 406-661-1467

Billings Central Catholic High School
Fill out our new
online application at

bigskycumchristo.org

% Make a friend.
Y Be a friend.

¢ Bring that friend
to Christ.

Christ is Counting on You! This is your
opportunity to share lesus with others
through the Cum Christo experience.
It all starts with an invitation! The
sponsorship experience renews your
relationship with Christ and others who
share in the Christian faith. Sponsoring
a candidate is rewarding as you walk
this journey with them. Download an
application online today.
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