
How photography works, 
basic photo composition, 

and improving your 
photography.



What is photography?
• Greek phōtos “light” / graphé “drawing” drawing with light 

• Creating durable images by recording light or other 
electromagnetic radiation either electronically using an image 
sensor or chemically with light sensitive material such as film.

• Combination of Science & Art

• Captures moments in time



Brief history
• Originated in the 1800s with black & white film.

• Color film came along in the 1930s.

• Digital photography was a result of the space age but did not 
become prevalent until the late 1990s.

• Paved the way for the motion-picture industry.



Getting to know your camera
• You should be able to identify and know 
what each part of your camera does.



Parts of a camera
• Camera Body – Outside casing of the camera, keeps light out from sensitive 

sensors/film and holds everything together.

• Lens – Optical glass or similar material.  It’s made to collect and focus rays of light 
to form a sharp image.

• Shutter – A movable cover inside a camera which controls the time during which the 
light reaches the film.

• Film – Plastic with a chemical coating which can record light images.



Parts of a camera
• View Finder – The place where you look to see your picture before you take it.

• Flash – A brief, intense burst of light produced by a flashbulb or electronic flash unit.

• Shutter Release – The button you press to open the shutter to take a picture.

• Wind Lever – A lever used to wind your film, to advance to the next slide.

• Camera Strap – Piece of ribbon or cloth that is attached to the camera body for 
security.

• Battery – Provides energy for the electrical parts of the camera.
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Why do we take pictures?
• Create art

• Preserve memories (Scrapbooking / Photo 
Albums)

• Have fun

• Career
• Weddings / Portraits
• Pets / Nature
• News / Journalism
• Sports



Subjects
• Ask yourself why you are taking the 
picture.

• “This is a photo of _________.”
• Stands Out
• Abstract
• Shadows & Silhouettes



Lighting
• Natural – Sun

• Time of Day
• Weather Conditions
• Season
• Cannot Control

• Artificial – Man-Made
• Main source or auxiliary
• Controllable



Lighting Angles
• Front Lighting

• Back Lighting

• Side Lighting

• Top Lighting

• Diffuse Lighting



Light: Too much, too little or just right
• Over-Exposure (Too MUCH Light)

• Faded / Washed Out
• Little Contrast
• Loss of details

• Under-Exposure (Too little Light)
• Dark
• Loss of details

• Proper-Exposure (Just Right)
• Color is rich & vibrant
• Sharp Contrast
• Plenty of Details



• How all the elements of the photo are 
arranged to make the image appealing, 
attractive, and/or interesting.

• Tells a Story, shows an idea, or creates a 
feeling

• Subject / Placement

• Filling the Frame

• Background/Foreground

Composition



• Take up the entire picture

• Make the subject obvious

• “This is a picture of _________”

• Remove distractions or anything that does 
not compliment the subject

Filling the Frame



• Areas in front of and behind 
the subject.

• Reduce clutter or clutter-free 
/ No distractions

• Use f stop to blur background

• Light subject against dark 
background & vice versa

Foreground & Background



• Subject Placement
• Horizontal vs. Portrait
• Off-setting / Not centering
• Draw eye to the subject
• Cropping

• The Rule of Thirds

• Golden Triangle

• Golden Rectangle

Rules & Techniques



Rule of Thirds



• Works best with lines within

photos

Golden Triangle



Golden Rectangle “Ratio”



Perspective
• Distance
• Point of View

• Bird’s Eye View
• Bug’s Eye View

• Angles of Interest



Focal Point & Distance
• Most important part of the subject.
• Get Close!

• Walk Closer
• Zoom In
• Not TOO Close

• Focal Lengths



Closer!!



Focal Lengths



Bird’s Eye View



Bug’s Eye View



Eye to Eye View



Angles of Interest



Quick Tips
• Shoot every photo at the highest quality setting

• Press Shutter Button halfway to prime camera 
and reduce shutter lag

• Get in close, avoid digital zoom

• Resist using the flash

• Save the original of 

any photo you edit



Summary
• Photography Background
• Parts of a Camera
• Lighting
• Composition
• Perspective
• Tips


