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JERSEY CITY, NJ - Bishop Troy DeCohen, Pastor of St. Michael’s

Methodist Church, today announced his endorsement of Jim McGreevey for

Mayor of Jersey City, citing McGreevey’s decades-long partnership with the

African American faith community and his record of compassionate public

service.

“Jim McGreevey has always stood with our community,” stated Bishop

DeCohen. “As Governor, he partnered with faith leaders to advance justice,

education, and opportunity. He introduced reentry programs, job training,

and counseling to those returning home. Through his leadership at the New

Jersey Reentry Corporation, he continues to provide individuals with a

Second Chance to rebuild their lives.

My beloved predecessor, Bishop Ralph E. Brower, who led St. Michael’s for

decades, was a dear friend of Jim’s. Bishop Brower endorsed Jim McGreevey

for Governor and worked alongside him to locate reentry services and job

programs right here on Martin Luther King Drive. That spirit of partnership,

of faith and action, continues today.”

Bishop DeCohen emphasized McGreevey’s ongoing commitment to early

childhood literacy for Black and Brown children, vocational and job training

for youth, and community policing rooted in respect and trust.
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“Jim McGreevey’s life has been defined by service to the poor, the forgotten,

and the hopeful,” Bishop DeCohen added. “He understands that true safety

and opportunity come from compassion, understanding, and shared

responsibility. I trust his heart, his word, and his vision for a just and united

Jersey City.”

In response, Jim McGreevey expressed deep gratitude for Bishop DeCohen’s

endorsement and the church’s long legacy of partnership.

“Bishop Brower was a giant of faith and a friend whose belief  in redemption

and service shaped Jersey City for generations. Bishop DeCohen carries that

legacy forward with extraordinary grace and strength. I am grateful for his

friendship and endorsement, and for the enduring witness of St. Michael’s

Methodist Church, which continues to stand as a cornerstone of faith and

hope in our city.”

McGreevey added that his administration will continue to prioritize early

literacy, reentry and job training, affordable housing, and community-based

public safety, providing every neighborhood with the tools to thrive.


