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AS WE GATHER~ Whether we will admit it or not, many of us are logophiles, which 
means that we love words. All of us have far more words in our vocabularies than we use in our 
daily conversation. We know what the words mean but for some reason we do not say them 
much. Words come into and go out of fashion and usage. One of those words that are not used 
much anymore is gladsome. It appears in several hymns of the Christmas season and is in the 
first line of the ancient evening hymn “O Gladsome Light, O Grace” (LSB 888), which dates 
back to the fourth century AD and was originally in the Greek language. It describes Jesus as 
being the ultimate gladsome light with these words: “O gladsome Light, O Grace of God the 
Father’s face, eternal splendor wearing: celestial, holy, blest, our Savior Jesus Christ, joyful in 

Thine appearing!” (LSB 888:1). Jesus, the risen Lord, is the light that brings gladness to each hour of the day. We are 
blessed in that we can always rejoice in His brightness! 
 
 
 

WELCOME FAMILIES WITH LITTLE ONES!!! 
THE NURSERY: is available to parents for infants and young toddlers under 5 years old during 

worship in the nursery room in the fellowship hall. See an usher for assistance.  Quiet time 
activity bags are located at the back of the sanctuary hanging on the wooden 
cross for older children to use during the service.  
 
FAMILY  ROOM :You will also find through the southeast door marked FAMILY ROOM, there 
are some quiet toys on the shelf  if you want a quiet space for your little one.  
 
 
 

WE are Live streaming!!! 
Find us on—Facebook  :  “Christ Lutheran Church ”  
Boxcast/Sunday streams :  “Christ Lutheran Church Meridian, Idaho”   
 YouTube:     “Christ Lutheran  Church Meridian, Idaho”  
ALSO on our web-site “CLCMeridian.org  where there is a bulletin to follow 
IF YOU DO NOT want your child filmed, we ask that they sit behind the pulpit. If 
you have any other concerns, please ask and Elder or Usher for help.  
 

 

 FOR THOSE WHO ARE COMMUNING...SEE BACK OF BULLETIN 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES AVAILABLE--Personal hearing devices are available to assist 
those attending worship services at Christ Lutheran. If you would like to use one, please ask an usher for 
assistance.  
 
FOR THOSE WITH PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS, FEEL FREE TO STAY SEATED AS NEEDED DURING 
THE SERVICE AND STAND WHEN RECEIVING COMMUNION. 
 

PLEASE!   OUT OF RESPECT FOR THOSE AROUND YOU, PLEASE TURN YOUR CELL PHONE OFF (OR ON 
SILENT/VIBRATE) DURING WORSHIP. 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

Christ Lutheran Church exists to glorify God, by making disciples that reach up, 
reach in, and reach out. 



WELCOME 

 

 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor:  May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of 

our hearts and minds. 

 

Pastor:  The light of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

OPENING HYMN      “This Joyful Eastertide”   (LSB)  482  

 

 
INVOCATION 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy  

    Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 113:1–4; 56:12–13 

 

Pastor:  Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the   

    name of the LORD! 
People: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and   

    forevermore!    (cont.)  
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          April 19, 2026 

3 



4 

Pastor:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD 

    is to be praised! 
People: The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the  

    heavens! 

 

Pastor:  I must perform my vows to You, O God; I will render thank  

    offerings to You. 
People: For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet 

from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

 

 

CONFESSION and GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His 

mercy and forgiveness. 

 

O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 

against You in thought and in word and in deed. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but 

have sought to go our own ways in directions that have 

not brought glory to You or blessing to others. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: We confess that Your love has not reached others through 

us in every situation, admitting with guilt that there have 

been times in which we have been loveless, thoughtless, 

and judgmental toward others, unwilling to help our 

neighbors as we ought. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all 

times and that we have not always been defenders of the 

weak and helpless in our circle of family, neighbors, and 

friends, and beyond. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

Pastor: We confess that we have not used every opportunity 



given to us to witness to the resurrection faith that is ours 

and have at times been slow to speak of the hope that is 

ours in Christ. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our 

Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful, and He will do it. 
People: Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF THE LORD  (We greet one another in peace.) 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Let us extend the peace of God to one another. 

 
 

+ WORD + 

INTROIT Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1 

 

Pastor: Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 

   when brothers dwell in | unity! 

 
People: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the 

beard, on the beard of | Aaron,* 

   running down on the collar | of his robes!    (cont.)  
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Pastor: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains 

of | Zion!* 

   For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life for- 

| evermore. 

 
People: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Pastor: Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 

   when brothers dwell in | unity! 

 

 

KYRIE   (pg. 186 in Hymnal)  

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 

HYMN/SONG OF PRAISE  “ From All That Dwell Below the Skies” (LSB)  

                         816 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up 

the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued 

from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 

and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
People: Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 36–41 (Peter preaches to the people gathered in 

Jerusalem.) 
 
14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who 
received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:17–25  (Peter writes that we are redeemed by the blood of 

Christ.) 

 
17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the foundation of 
the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, 21who through him 
are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. 
 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 
love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, 
not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God; 24for 
“All flesh is like grass 
 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
 and the flower falls,  (cont.)  
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25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.  

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:13–35 (Two witnesses learn from the Risen Lord at 

Emmaus.) 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth 

chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
 13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself 
drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them, “What 
things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified 
him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of 
our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when 
they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he 
said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he 
were going farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it 
and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 
vanished from their sight.  
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32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on 
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and 
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them 
gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED 

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end.  

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

MESSAGE HYMN  “Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow” (LSB)  476 
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SERMON 

 

 

 
OFFERING 
“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in 

God’s hands, that I still possess.” — Martin Luther (1483-1546),  

 

 

 

OFFERTORY   “ He Is Arisen” (LSB) 488 
 

1 He is arisen! Glorious Word! 

Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 

    The gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus did triumphant die, 

And Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

    Destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon. 

        O hear what cheer! 

    Christ victorious, 

    Rising glorious, 

        Life is giving. 

He was dead but now is living! 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Pastor invites prayer requests) 

 

After each petition Pastor will say,” Lord in Your mercy”  

Our response:  
People: hear our prayer. 

 



LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 
PREFACE 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord our God, 

for in Christ You have given us the victory over sin, death, 

and the power of the devil. Pour out upon us the gift of 

Your Spirit, that we may receive Your blessings with true 

thanksgiving. Grant that we may receive the body and 

blood of our Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and as 

a foretaste of the feast to come in the gladsome light of 

Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 

 

SANCTUS (p. 161 in hymnal) 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

 

 
THE PEACE 

 

Pastor:  The peace + of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
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LAMB OF GOD  [LSB 550 refrain only] 

 

 O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 

 O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
  © 1985 Straightway Music Words & Music by Twila Paris Used by permission.  CCLI # 1098747 
 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS/SONGS 

“ Abide with Me” (LSB) 878 

“ Jesus Comes Today with Healing” (LSB) 620 

“ O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” (LSB) 632 

 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS (LSB 199) 

  

  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant  

  depart in peace  

  according to Thy word, 

  For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  

  Which Thou hast prepared 

   before the face of all people, 

  A light to lighten the Gentiles 

   and the glory of Thy people Isr-ael. 

  Glory be to the Father 

   and to the Son  

  and to the Holy Ghost, 

  As it was in the beginning, 

   is now,  

  and ever shall be, 

  world without end.     Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for once again we have 

been served at Your Table through our receiving of the 

body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord in this 

joyful Eastertide. Strengthen us through this Sacrament so 

that we continue to be Your rejoicing people who tell of 

Your love to all as we await Your eternal kingdom, where 

You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  “ Make Songs of Joy” (LSB) 484 

 

1 Make songs of joy to Christ, our head; 

    Alleluia! 

He lives again who once was dead! 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 Our life was purchased by His loss; 

    Alleluia! 

He died our death upon the cross. 

    Alleluia! 

 

3 O death, where is your deadly sting? 

    Alleluia! 

Assumed by our triumphant King! 

    Alleluia! 

 

4 And where your victory, O grave, 

    Alleluia! 

When one like Christ has come to save? 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Behold, the tyrants, one and all, 

    Alleluia! 

Before our mighty Savior fall! 

    Alleluia! 

 

 6 For this be praised the Son who rose, 

    Alleluia! 

The Father, and the Holy Ghost! 

    Alleluia! 
 
 Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. 
Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Use of other song books. CCLI License # 10987478 



 

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE COMMUNING...In keeping with Scripture, visitors who are active members 

of LCMS congregations (or from church bodies in fellowship with the LCMS) are asked to speak with the pastor 
or elder prior to the Sacrament. Because those who eat and drink the Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:29) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith that is confessed at 
this altar, all other visitors are asked to make an appointment with the pastor to discuss the Lord’s Supper prior to 
receiving the Sacrament. 
 
Members and visitors alike, who have been instructed in the Christian faith, are encouraged to use the following 
questions: 
 

Do I believe that in the Lord’s Supper I receive Jesus’ true Body and Blood with the bread and wine? 
 
Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior, who paid for all of my sins on the cross 

and thereby saves me from eternal punishment? 
 

Do I believe that I am a sinful being without hope of eternal life, except for God’s mercy in Christ? 
 
Do I repent of all sin, and set aside any grudges or refusal to forgive and love as God forgives and loves us? 
 
Do I intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to turn away from my sins and strive to live a Godly life? 

 
This is not a judgment of an individual’s faith but a matter of proper preparation and pastoral care of souls. (1 
Corinthians 11:26-30) Thank you for your deference to the Biblical doctrine of this congregation. 

Note:  The red wine in the Communion tray is Non-alcohol and is available for those with medical 

limitations. GLUTEN FREE WAFERS  AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE COMMUNION AT YOUR SEAT 
PLEASE TELL THE USHER AND YOU WILL BE SERVED TOWARD THE 
END OF COMMUNION.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Cover: When the two disciples encountered Christ on the road to 

Emmaus, their hopeful hearts had grown cold at their Lord’s death three days earlier. 

However, their hearts burned within them as the risen Lord opened the Scriptures to 

them. The living, breathing, bread-breaking Lord who appeared to them sent them 

running in the night to confirm what they had seen and heard with the other 

disciples, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed!” (Luke 24:34).  
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