
 

Dovermoaa.org)                                                                                                    December 2023 

MOAA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization open to officers and former officers of the Uniformed Services. 

 

Dinner Meeting January 18, 2024 

(Donation to Airman’s Attic gratefully accepted on Base) 

Program: 
Senator Eric L. Buckson, the Republican 
senator for the 16th Senate District, is currently 
serving his first term in the Delaware General 
Assembly. 
Senator Buckson is a lifelong resident of Kent 
County and the State of Delaware. He 
graduated from Caesar Rodney High School in 
1983, the University of Delaware in 1988 and 
obtained a Masters in Sport Management in 
1990.  
He is a retired educator in the Polytech School 
District. Mr. Buckson is married to Jennifer and 
they have four children (Krisanne, Brent, 
Graham and Leiah). 
 
 
 

Committees:  

 Education, Member 

 Elections & Government Affairs, Member 

 Environment, Energy, & Transportation, Member 

 Finance, Member 

 Health & Social Services, Member 

 Housing & Land Use, Member 

 Veterans Affairs, Member 
 

Figure 1 State Senator Eric Buckson, 16th District 

http://dovermoaa.org/
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Senator Buckson will speak on a variety of topics, focusing on Veterans Affairs.  Last week, he 
introduced SB 201, a bill to increase tax free military retired pay to $25,000 over the next three 
years, regardless of age of the military retiree. 
 
Getting 100% tax free military retired pay AND Survivor Benefit Plan is a goal of our chapter 
and MOAA National.  We are pleased Senator Buckson is advancing us towards this goal. 
 
We sent the attached letter of support to the Veterans Affairs committee, Kent County 
Association of Realtors, the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce, the Caesar Rodney 
Institute, A Better Delaware, the DelMarVa Association of West Point Grads, and to the Director 
of Office of Veterans Affairs and non-profit that supports the senior sergeants at the DAFB 
through its chair, Bill Hare.   
 
Please forward to all your military and veterans groups.  Let’s get this one done, and continue 
to press for 100 percent tax free military retired pay and tax free Survivor’s Benefits.  Thirty 
three other states are already doing this, per MOAA. 

 

Menu:   
Fettuccine with Shrimp & Mushrooms in a white sauce $32 
Baked Lasagna, $31 
Grilled Chicken Salad, no sides $22 
 

Above meals includes salad, bread, coffee/tea and tip but not dessert or adult beverages.   

 

Bar not extensive, wine and beer easiest.  Wine by bottle, can take home what you don’t 

consume. 

 

Call (301) 904-0228 or email rotorhead65@aol.com to confirm your attendance and select your 

meal with Tom Smith by noon Jan 16th.  (note 301 exhange, not 301) 

 

Location: Franco’s Dover 
https://francospizzadover.com/ 

Address, directions, menu on website.   
 

 

Agenda:   
 5-6 social hour 

 6-7 dinner 

 7-7:20 program  

 7:30 to 8:00 business meeting  

mailto:rotorhead65@aol.com
https://francospizzadover.com/
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Community News:   

Our chapter was featured in the Delaware State News, online addition and in the paper.   
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In addition, MOAA featured when President Gene Thornton was selected as the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce member of the month for Dec 2023. 

 

Figure 2 chamber connection, Dec 2023 

Chamber of Commerce Upcoming Events: 

Remember we belong to the 
Chamber!   Register for events 
via Chamber Website. 

 

 

Chapter News:  

DUES!  It’s PAST that time of year again….We are holding our rate to $15.00  
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Make your tax deductible donation to our general fund or to the JRTOC Fund (or both!) by Dec 
31.   
 
While you are in a giving mood, don’t forget to click this link to donate to Wreaths Across 
America.  The chapter receives $5 for every wreath you buy if you use this link.  Consider 
donations of Wreaths for Christmas gifts for folks who don’t want any more “stuff” in their 
homes!  
 
Member Hon. Eugenia Thornton, Kent County Recorder of Deeds reports more than 1500 folks 
have signed up for the Property Fraud Alert program offered by Kent County.  She will brief the 
program at the Modern Maturity Center on January 17, 2024 starting about noon, after lunch.  
You are welcome to attend.  She is available to do a presentation at your civic, social, or church 
group.   
 

Advocacy:    

Click HERE to learn about MOAA’s top 7 priorities with “how to help” links embedded.  

Click HERE to see what is in the National Defense Authorization Budget…including the largest 
pay raise in two decades.   
 
Please see attached “support for SB 201 and beyond” for more details about the benefits of tax 
free retired military pay.   
 

Future Meetings:  

Feb 15 (JROTC Fundraiser) – no program, order from menu, INVITE GUESTS!!!!!  Franco’s.  Will 

need to show proof you are there for fundraiser, not just word of mouth.  

 

March 21: Cdr. Pat Cerchio “History of Women in the US Military and Accomplishments of 

Delaware Women”  

Baked Ravioli topped with Mozzarella $30 

Meat Tortellini w/ prosciutto & mushrooms in cream sauce $32 

Chicken Piccate in white sauce with yellow sweet peppers, jalapeño peppers, banana peppers, 

pepperoncini (hot spicy) - $35 

 

April 18 – Gene Thornton and Dolly will present “The Magic of a Therapy Dog”   

Fettuccine with Chicken and Vegetables in white sauce $33 

Ziti alla Vodka sauce $33 

Veal Parmigiana with Spaghetti (red sauce) $34 

 

 

 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/166217/Overview
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/advocacy/7-moaa-legislative-priorities-for-veterans-in-the-new-year/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=6wgkQST5G7AAMHJh1eJHNA==+DE+AHRM+1+Ret+L+CC
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/advocacy/largest-pay-raise-in-2-decades-part-of-final-defense-authorization-bill/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=6wgkQST5G7AAMHJh1eJHNA==+DE+AHRM+1+Ret+L+CC
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May 16 – JROTC Awards Banquet 

Personal Pizza, Veggie Deluxe Broccoli, mushroom, zucchini, onion, green pepper, tomato, 
ricotta cheese, mozzarella cheese, touch of garlic $23 
Grilled Shrimp Salad $25 
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce $29 

 

Photos of our last meeting:   
 
Please the photos in the Delaware State News.   
 

Help us Grow & Stay Informed!  

Why not share the news of membership in our great chapter with your friends and with any 

eligible military folks with whom you come into contact?  Here’s the link to our membership 

form: https://dovermoaa.org/chapter-membership . 

To keep up to date between monthly newsletters and meetings, don’t forget to check out our Facebook 

Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/850935569172190 

 

I hope everyone had a chance to see friends 

and family over the Holidays.   Our 

Newsletter Editor certainly enjoyed New 

Year’s Eve!   

It is a wonder he manages to have his 

Newsletter ranked among MOAA’s finest 

with our 5 Star Communications Award.   

 

Never Stop Serving, 

Gene 

Eugenia "Gene" Thornton 

Dover Chapter President 
 

                                                                                        
 Respectfully submitted,  
JB 

Newsletter Editor 
 
 

Figure 3 JB celebrates 2024 

https://dovermoaa.org/chapter-membership
https://www.facebook.com/groups/850935569172190

