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EDITORIAL

I am extremely delighted to place in the
hands of the scholars volume XX of the jour-
nal. It is a matter of great satisfaction
that the Society has marched ahead, without
any setback ever since its establishment and
is completing two decades of its service to
the world of epigraphists and indological re-
searchers. It has also organised conferences
and brought out its journal annually with-
out any break and this is not an insignifi-
cant achievement for a Society which solely
depends upon the active participation and
involvement of its members.

This year we had to face an unprece-
dently sad situation on account of the un-
timely demise of our learned colleague Dr.
S.P. Tewari, who was the Secretary and Ex-
ecutive Editor of the Society. He passed
away on the 28th of December 1993. I have
to place on record that Dr. Tewari had been
rendering his service to the Society with ut-
most devotion and commitment. His sad
demise is an irreparable loss to the Society
in particular and scholarly world in general.
We, therefore, dedicate this volume to the
memory of late Dr. S.P. Tewari. The Society
also condoles the death of Prof. Jagannath
Agarwal, Hon. Fellow of the Society and a
leading Indologist, who passed away on 22!-
7-93.

Our Chairman Dr. K.V. Ramesh had
gone on a visit to the South-East Asian
countries during the month of January 1994
to conduct an epigraphical exploration as
a member of the team lead by Prof. N.
Karashima, University of Tokyo, Japan. The
team accomplished an important task by dis-
covering a number of historically important
inscriptions,

At the behest of Dr. Ramesh, Chairman,
the local Executive Committee passed a res-
olution on 8-12-93, authorising me to take

over as the working Chairman of the Soci-
ety and see that the work of the Society is
continued as expected. In this regard I have
done my best with the inspiring guidance of
Dr. K.V, Ramesh, Chairman, all the office-
bearers and members of the Executive Com-
mittee. Again on account of the sad demise
of Dr. S. P. Tewari, the local Executive Com-
mittee passed a resolution on 30-12-93 au-
thorising me to perform the duties of Secre-
tary and Executive Editor, as the task of ar-
ranging the annual conference of the Society
and bringing out its journal had to be accom-
plished on an emergency footing. I accepted
this responsibility also in anticipation of the
cooperation of all the office-bearers and Ex-
ecutive Committee members and I am glad
to mention here that I have received whole
hearted cooperation from all of them.

It is heartening to note that during the
year a number of auspicious events have
taken place. The fellowship of the Asiatic
Society of Bombay was conferred upon our
founder Chairman Dr. G.S. Gai; our senior
Vice-Chairman Dr. Ajay Mitra Shastri has
been elected as the President of the Archae-
ology Section of the ensuing All India Orien-
tal Conference; our Working Chairman Shri
Madhav N. Katti has been elected as the
President of the Section dealing with His-
torical Archaeology, Epigraphy, Numismat-
ics and Archives of the ensuing Indian His-
tory Congress and our Executive Committee
member Dr. M.D. Sampath has been ele-
vated to the rank of Chief Epigraphist. Dr.
K.V. Ramesh and Dr. S. H. Ritti, our for-
mer Chairman, Secretary and Executive Ed-
itor paid a visit to Japan at the invitation of
Tokyo university and participated in a semi-
nar, at which Dr. K.V. Ramesh presented a
report of the Indo-Japanese team’s epigraph-
ical findings in South-East Asia.



This year has been full of trials and tur-
moils and the printing of the journal was
undertaken against various odds as the ar-
ticles were to be made press-ready within a
very short time. Therefore, though best ef-
forts have been made to make the journal as
good as possible in its quality and get up, I
crave the indulgence of the members and re-
search scholars for any lacunae in this regard.
My colleagues Dr. M.D. Sampath, Dr. S.S.
Iyer and Dr. S. Swaminathan have helped
me whole heartedly in bringing out the jour-
pal. Dr. Swaminathan, Treasurer has also
shared my secretarial responsibility. Shri P.
Venkatesan, our Assistant Secretary has en-
thusiastically rendered his assistance in the

~day to day matters as well as in the arrange-
ment of the present session of the congress.

The scheduled venue of the conference
was Lucknow, but as the organisers ex-
pressed their inability for arranging the con-
ference due to some unforeseen develop-
ments, the local Executive Committee de-
cided to approach the Mythic Society, Ban-
galore for hosting this session. The Mythic
Society has done its best to make the
" congress a grand success. In this context,
- on behalf of the Executive Committee of
the Society and on my own behalf, I ex-
press my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Suryanath
U. Kamath, the dynamic President of the
Mythic Society, Dr. M.K.L.N. Sastry, its
Hon. Secretary and all the Working Com-
mittee memers of the Society. Dr. Ravindra
Kumar, Chairman, Dr. B.K. Pandeya and
Dr. P.K.Shukla, Deputy Directors, Indian
Council of Historical Research, New Delhi,

deserve our sincere thanks for providing their
constant encouragement in the matters of
holding the Society’s conference as well as
the printing of its journal.

On behalf of the Executive Committee
and on my own behalf, I express my hearty
thanks to Prof. B.N. Mukherjee, Carmichael
Professor, Calcutta University and one of the
leading Indologists of our country for having
readily consented to preside over this annual
session as its General President.

In discharging my duties as Working
Chairman and subsequently also as Sec-
retary and Executive Editor, I have re-
ceived encouraging guidance from Dr. K.V.
Ramesh, Chairman of the Society; our el-
derly Vice -Chairmen Dr. Ajay Mitra Shas-
tri, Dr. M.G.S. Narayanan and other office-
bearers have helped me and my colleagues
throughout. All the members of the Exec-
utive Committee have taken unflinching in-
terest in the developmental activities of the
Society and rendered the benefit of their
advice. Sarva Shri N. Sethuraman, Kum-
bakonam; Nallai Nedumaran, Tiruchendur
and Subramanyam of the Mythic Society,
Bangalore have also encouraged the Society
in various ways. My sincere thanks are due

to all of them.

Shri Lakshminarayana alias Babu, the
proprietor of Ready Print, Mysore deserves
our heartfelt thanks for printing the present
volume of the journal neatly in a short time.
S/Shri P. Natarajan, G.S. Ravishankar, and
V.Ramesh have rendered assistance in vari-
ous ways in carrying out my work and I place
on record my hearty thanks to them.

_ Madhav N. Katti
Working Chairman &
Executive Editor
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Presidential Address*

Friends and Fellow Delegates :

At the outset I express by deep scense of
gratitude to the authoritics of the Epi-
graphical Socicty of India for electing me
as the gencral President of the nineteenth
session of this lcarned body in this his-
toric city of Tiruchirapalli. This indeed
is great honour conferred upon me.

The city of Tiruchirapalli was the
centre of cultural activities the echoes
of which are found both in litera-
ture and inscriptions. The
king Mahéndravarman excavated a cave
temple in the rock-fort hill which is in the
centre of the town. The king was a noted
artist. Chitrakarapuli and Vichitrachitta were
his remarkable titles. The author of the
inscription was the king himself. Both
the poetry of the inscription and the mar-
vellous sculpture of Siva-Gangadhara of
this cave temple were a direct result of
king Mahéndra’s creative inspiration. He
attained spiritual self identify with Lord
Siva. . :

There are some epigraphical refer-
ences concerning the Sangam tradition.
The larger Sinnamaniir copper-plates is-
sued by the Pandya king Rajasithha IT in
the beginning of 10th century A.D. pay
an eloquent tribute to the Pandya king
who founded the city of Madurai and
promoted Sanskrit and Tamil Langauges.
He directed the Mahabharata to be trans-
lated into Tamil and promoted Tamil
learning by instituting Tamil Academy.

Pallava

Dr. (Mrs.)Shobhana Gokhale

Another important dynasty of this region
was the Chdlas. The Chalas rule was
characterized by cultural contacts with
several parts of India and even outside

~ the country.

Tamilnadu and Maharastra had very
intimate relationship even in the later
period. This glorious city where we
are asscmbled gave asylum to Rajaram,
the son of Shivaji the Great, for two
years. The Tamil University has pub-
lished fifty copper-plates of the Marathas
of Thanjavir in Tamil. The study
of these copper-plates indicates a sweet
blend of twin cultures of Tamils and
Marathas. They have preserved very
interesting information of that period.
Kamakshiyamba, wife of Shivaji, the
last ruler, gave donations to various
temples. There is a bronze statue of
Amunu Ammani moulded in the form of
a Pavaivilakkn in the Mahalinge$vara tem-
ple at Tiruvidaimarudiir. The donatrix
had donated this as thanks-giving to the
lord for having fulfilled her deep desire
to marry Pratapsingh with whom she fell
in love. The prince was the son of the
deposed ruler Amarasingh (1798 A.D.).
The princess is portrayed as holding the
lamp with reverence, parrot perching on
the right shoulder. The pedestal of this
exquisite icon contains the message of
love and accomplishment of the cherished
desire.

Tiruvariir, one of the Saptavitaika-
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sthalas, was a favourite of the Maratha
kings, as majority of copper-plates are
from this temple. Shahaji (1687-1712
A.D.) culogiscd this presiding dcity in his
musical opcra called ‘Pallaki Seva Praband-
ham’ The last rulcr of the Maratha power
was Sarfoji, the great patron of arts.

I am rccalling this remarkable history
as it indicatcs intimate relationship be-
tween Tamilnadu and Maharastra. I am
conscious of my humble position in this
galaxy of lcarned Scholars. My predeccs-
sors have takcn rcviews of epigraphical
rescarches and the complex problems in
the study of iscriptions. We have been
facing the same problems persistently. In
spite of all this we hold high hopes.

The studics in Epigraphy are no
longer confincd only to the collection of
inscriptions. Rescarch is being conducted
in Universitics and in various Institutions
which are devoted to investigating differ-
ent aspccts of cultural study which in-
cludes social dimcensions of the period, re-
ligious systems, agricultural systems, etc.

I take liberty of this platform to re-
view Western India Cave Inscriptions and

their contribution to the cultural history
of India.

In Western India the political scencrio
started with the risc of the Satavahanas.
The Satavahana rulers become predomi-
nent in the Trans-Vindhyan India after
the fall of the Mauryan monarchy. The
members of this family styled themsclves
as the lord of Daksinapatha and ruled
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from 30 B.C. to the first half of the 3rd
century A.D.

The earliest inscription of this house
is from Nancghat. It is 40 k.m. west
of Junnar, Pune district, Maharastra.
Naneghat, an ancient trade route, had

" played an important role in the economic

activities of the Satavahanas. The ghat
was actually the cultural channel through
which the Satavahanas had contacts with
the western world. It is interesting to
note that ‘Nana’ the coin device of the
Kushanas, in the course of time became
a general term for ‘coin’ in India. The
word ‘Naneghat’ locally means the hilly
path which was meant for tax collection.

The two habitations at the foot
of the ghat even today are known as
Pradhanapada (main centre) and Vais-
aghara,-i.e. traders’ habitation. The
Naneghat inscription has recorded the
flamboyant account of the celebration of
different sacrifices such as Aptoryama, Gar-
gatiratra, Anarambhaniya, etc, performed by
king Satakarni, and his queen Naganika.
The king made munificient donations
of Karshapanas, cart-loads of grains, gold
and silver ornaments, elephants and be-
decked horses, thousands of cows, etc.
Satakarni performed one Rajasiiya and two
Asvamédha sacrifices. The celebration of
the Rajasiya suggests his coronation and
the two Asvamédhas demonstrate his polit-
ical supremacy. The king celebrated the
Vajapéya sacrifice also. The name of the
sacrifice is damaged in the mutilated part
of the inscription. The significant men-
tion of the sacrificial fees of the Vajapeya
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gives an authentic clue. In the cclebra-
tion of the Vajapéya the sum ‘17’ is consid-
ered to be important. In the inscription
there is a mention of donation of 1700
cows, 17 docorated elephants and 289
bamboo sticks. On the basis of these nu-
merical figures it could be surmiscd that
the king must have pcrformed the Vajapeya
sacrifice. A close study of the numcrical
figure rcveals that 289 is the square of
17. Tt may further be mentioned that the
inscription has rccorded the other figures
such as 100 (square of 10), 400 (squarc of
20), 10,000 (square of 100).

In the Nancghat cave alongwith the
inscription there were relicvo figures of
the royal mecmbers of the Satvahana
house. At prcsent there are only of fect
remains and over thosc remains thcre
arc label inscriptions. These inscriptions
have recorded the names, 1) Simuka,
the foundcr of the Satavahana house,
2) Siri Satakarni, 3) Dévi Naganika,
4) Maharathi Trenakayira, father of

Naganika, 5) Kumara Bhaya, 6) Kumara

Hakusiri, 7) Kumara Satavahana. The
creation of rclicvo figures on the trade
route is an exotic and incrcdible con-
cept in ancient Indian history. It reminds
us of the Pcrsian inscription at Nugsh-i-
Rustum. In this inscription king Darius
says, “By the favour of Ahuramazida, I
ruled over many countrics and they bore
me tribute”. The Nancghat inscription
describes Satakarni as “Apratihata-chakra,
Prithivyal Prathamavira”. The placement of
the inscription in the cave on the trade-
route and the significant description of

the king necar the Buddhist cave-complex
suggest a remarkable  synchronism be-
tween different cultural ideologies which
evolved alongwith the communication of
goods and culture at Naneghat.

In Indian tradition the king is raised
to the rank of God, but his human origin
is not lost sight of. The Vedic concept
of the king Prithivyah Ekarat, the conqueror
of the whole world, is well-reflected in
the expression Prithivyah Prathamavira. The
idca of Chakravartin was one of the fun-
damental and wide-spread concepts of
Buddhism. The most characteristic ex-
pression of Buddhist ideals of kingship
was the earliest icon of Chakravartin, at Ja-
gayyapéta and Andhra Pradesh to sym-
bolize the universal monarch, a concept
whose routes extended deeply into tradi-
tional Indian culture. The Naneghat in-
scription manifested manifold ideologies
which evolved at Junnar through trade
and commerce with the hinterland and
the western world.

The Periplus vividly describes how
western coast was humming with trade.
The Roman ships were anchored in the
ports of Borgaza, Kalyan and Chaula.
It further mentions that Sirparaka and
Kalyan in time of the elder Saraganus be-
come lawful market-towns.

The epigraphical material at Junnar

~ significantly provides information to un-

derstand both internal and external trade
of the western coast. The inscriptions
have recorded donations by different
guilds which indicate a well-organized lo-



iy

cal trade nct-work that handlc the trans-
portation of goods. While discussing am-
phora and the Roman economy, Pcacock
and Williams have discussed the specific
connotations of the Roman trade and
its framework such as, 1) Gift-exchange,
2) Redistribution, 3) Marketing. In all
these Institutional mechanisms, the Ro-
man churches played an important role.
It appcars that similar pattern was fol-
lowed by thc Yavana donors at Jun-
nar. The Yavana Irila from Gata do-
nated two watcrcisterns. The Yavana
Chanda rccorded the gift of the facade.
The Yavana Chita made a mecritorious
gift of rccectory. Adathiima, the Saka,
and Upasaka of the guild of the Konachikas
made a gift of 20 nivartanas in the vil-
lage Vadalika. Ayama, of the Vachua go-
tra and thc Prime Minister of the king
Mahakshatrapa Nahapana, made a merito-
rious gift of a mandapa in the ycar 46.
These inscriptions, rccorded the above
donations, suggest the definitive trade-
rclations between Jannar and the West-
ern world.

Amphora were the objects of trade
of the Roman World. Picces of Roman
amphorae have been found at Junnar
and another significant discovery from
the same site is that of a carved alabaster
depicting the birth of Eros in an cgg
shell. These cvidences show how Junnar
was brought within the scopc of Graco-
Roman civilization.

Alongwith the cxternal trade it was
linked up with intcrnal market cen-
tres such as Ter, Paithan, Bharuch
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and Ujjayini. One inscription rccords
the assemblage of monks as Kakaputiya
Sangha. It is well-known that the ancient
name of Sanchi region was Kaka.

Junnar was well connected with
Bharukachcha which was the principal
collecting and shipping port on the west-
ern coast. The Periplus states that from
Bharuch large vessels were regularly sent
to the market towns of Persia. It further
refers to agricultural products like wheat,
rice, clarified butter, sesam-oil, wood,
bamboo etc, which were exported from
Bharuch. One inscription from Junnar
refers to the meritorious gift of a seven-
cclled cave by a guild of corn-dealers.
Junnar was the only place in Western
Indian cave sites which records the or-
ganisation of corn-dealers. Another in-
scription records the meritorious gift of
two cells by two brothers designated as
‘Lankudiyas’. (The etymology of the word
must be from the word ‘Lakkuda’ meaning
wood. Linguistically in the doubling of
a consonant onc consonant is nasalized.)
It may further be suggested that the two
brothers must be collecting wood from
Junnar and exporting from Bharuch.

It appears that systematic efforts
were made by the state to enhance the
export-trade. There are two inscriptions
at Junnar which record the donation of
land for the plantation of Karafija trees in
the Vahalaka village. The plantation of
Karaiija trees (Pongania Glabra) was meant for
oil. The oil of Karaiija trees was used for
lamps. The oil has anti-bacterial quali-
tics. While exporting logs of wood, the



Presidential Address

traders must be applying oil of Karaija
trecs. The oil curcs skin discascs.

Warmington has mentioncd that the
Romans uscd many Indian plant prod-
ucts in drugs and mecdicincs. The Jun-
nar inscriptions mention the plantation of
Jamunn (Engenia Jambolana) and mango trees
at the Mahavaidya-grama ncar Junnar.
Juice of orchid from India was exported
to Rome. The monks, who were indi-
rectly involved in economic activitics and
trade, had another advantage of accumu-
lation of rcligious merit by offering dif-
ferent gifts. Offcring medicine was con-
sidered as one of the four mcans of ac-
cumulation of rcligious merit by offer-
ing different gifts, viz. 1) Clivara - old
clothes : 2) Pindapata - giving food : 3)
sayanasana - providing scat and bed, and
4) bheshajyaparishkara - offering medicine.
Although there is no archacological ev-
idence of winc-making installation ncar
Junnar, there is corroborative evidence.
A coin depicts an elcphant and a vase
on the obverse and on the reverse there
is a tree with fruits in railing (‘Potin
W.2.800 1.8 m, thickness 1mm and the
legend is Rano Kani). It is rather difficult
to attribute this coin to any particular
Satakarni, but it spcaks of the exporta-
tion of beverge made of fruits from Jun-
nar.

The Roman empire was sending base
metal coins. The Periplus mentions the
importation of silver. Onc inscription
from Junnar rccords the guild of braziers.
This is the unique cvidence from Jun-

nar. The Nancghat inscription speaks of

the donations of Karsapanas at differcnt
celebrations of sacrifices. It was likely
that king Satakarni meclted down the Ro-
man silver coins at Junnar and coined
his Karsapanas for Dakshina. Donation by
the guild of brazicrs not only suggests
the wcalth and prosperity of the guild
but it throws light on the international
trade of the Satavahanas. A silver-coin
of Satakarni I and Naganika from Junnar
has proved that it was issued on the oc-
casion of Aévamedha sacrifice. There are
They
are of king Satakarni, Satavahana and
Nahapana. All these coins are having
identical motif of lion standing infront
of Yiipa. The sacrificial pillar might be
the mint-mark of Junnar and perhaps of
Nanéghat. Nahapana opted the motif of
sacrificial pillar which indicated the con-
trol over the Nancghat trade-route. The
inscription records the meritorious gift of
Nahapana with his title Mahakhantapa
which occurs on his coins and indicates
safe communication between Junnar and
the Western world.

three unique coins from Junnar.

Junnar was mnot only a commercial
centre, but is was an educational centre
too. Two inscriptions from Junnar record
the donations of Krami Yajhaputa and
Kramin Yanjala. The adjective Kramin
indicatcs not only extra-ordinary quality
of these brother and sister but also of-
fers the unique evidence of the then Vedic
cnvirons in which Junnar and Naneghat
were enveloped. The word Kramin which
occurs for the first time in Western In-
dian cave inscriptions suggests that pos-
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sibly some sacrificcs might have been per-
formed at Junnar.

Another important centre was Nasik
which has its exclusive identity. Nasik
was literally the rccord office (Phalaka-
vara) of the Satavahana house. At Nasik
there arc royal rccords of the Satavahana

house. The inscriptions, cven if they were

verbally ordercd, were afterwords writ-
tcn by responsible administrative officers
like minister (amatya) or the war minister
(mahascnapati). The inscriptions were cxc-
cuted by (uparakhita) officers.

The inscription of Gautamiputra de-
livercd the deed in his 18th ycar from the
victorious camp and rccorded a grant of
200 nivartanas to Tekirasi monks. The king
commanded Vinhupala, the officcr at Go-
vardhana that the Ajakalakiya ficld in the
village of western Kakhadi previous en-
joyed by Usaphadata, first orally ordered
then was written by Sivagupta (ksata) su-
pervised by Mahasﬁmi—(uparakita) and exc-
cuted by Tapasa.

The inscription of Usabhadata (No.12)
refers to the proclamation of a land-grant
in the Nigamasabha and its subscquent reg-
istration and cmbodiment into archives
kept in the Plalakavara. There arc writ-
ers who made donations to the frater-
nity. One inscription rccords the grant
of Saka Damachika Vudhika, a writcr.
It, thercfore, appears that Nasik had a
writcers’ tradition and, therefore, diffcrent
terminologies, concerning writing tech-
niqucs occur in inscriptions at Nasik. At
Kanhéri nowhere we find the name of
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a writer. Even the words Kshata, Utkirna,
and likhita meaning- engraved, written,
are completcly absent. The monks must
be writing the inscriptions and, there-
fore, inscriptions at Kanh@ri display var-
ious hand-writing. The inscriptions of
Nahapana and of the Satavahanas, show
Sanaskrit influence. The Visarga, palatal
sa conjuncts ksha and jia occur in Na-
hapana’s inscriptions and the letter la
occurs in the inscription of Pulumavi.
The inscription in cave No.18 at Nasik
records that the cave was the gift of
one Indrignidatta, son of Dhammadeva
a, Yavana northerner, a resident of Dat-
tamitri which has been identified as
Demetrius. It was named after the Indo-
Greck ruler Demetrius. Kosambi has in-
geniously discussed the prosperous trade
of wester coast. He has emphatically
shown that coconut was mainly responsi-
ble for the growth of trade as its wood
fibre and oil were very popular in and
outside the country.

We get its corroborative inscriptional
evidence in the Nasik inscriptions of Na-
hapana. Onc inscription records that the
king planted 32,00 saplings of coconut
on the western coast and 8000 coconut
trees in the village Chikhalapadra. The
plantation of coconut trees by the state
might possibly be for wine. To mark
this prosperous international trade activ-
ity Kochchiputa Satakarpi issued coins with
Elephant and vase on its back. Both Vase
and clcphant are symbols of prosperity in
Indian context.

The third important centre in west-
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ern India was Kanh@ri. The study of
inscriptions at Kanhcri brings to light
manifestation of different aspects of cul-
turam evolutions due to its prominent
geographical position. Kanh&ri became
a large Buddhist establishment in west-
ern India. It has linkage with the hin-
terland through Thalghat to Nasik and
Nangghat. The political history rcveals
that Sopara and Kalyana wecre impor-
tant ports from the Mauryan period and
first century onwards. With the growing
trade with Rome, Kalyana and Chaul en-
joyed a similar significant position. Dur-
ing the reign of Gautamiputra Yajhasri
the western coast was litcrally humming
with trade activities. One inscription has
noted a word of pcople from Gandhara.

The ship-type coin and the flect-
type coin of Satakarpi Yajhasri offer a
corroborative cvidence of long distance
trade during the time of Vasishthiputra
Pulumavi is well-evident in the inscrip-
tions at Kanh&ri. During the rcign of
the king Gautamiputra Yajiia Satakarni,
. Kanheri was a flourishing Buddhist cen-
tre and it continued to be so even upto
the Rashtrakuta period. The imprints of
the Vakataka culture arc pertaming in
the inscriptions of Kanheri.

One inscription in cave No. 3 records
the donation by Buddhaghosha who was
the Mahagandhakuti-varika. The ref-
erence of Mahagandhakuti clcarly indi-
catcs that it was no other than the
Gandhakuti of Ajanta.
of Buddhist, tcachers at Kanhéri discov-
ered in the vallcy in front of the burial

The epitaphs
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gallery are written either in nail-beaded
or box-headed varicty of Brahmi. Unless
there was royal patronage, there could be
no communication between Ajanta and
Kanheri. The epitaph records the names
of teachers of high religious achieve-
ments. They not only throw light on an-
cient Budhist monastic institutions but
also offer evidence for the first time
of teachers’ tradition in western India.
This tradition continued even in the
early Rashtrakiita period. The Kanheri

~ inscription of Pulladakti, feudatory of

Amdghavarsha, records a donation to the
Buddhist vihdra at Kanhéri a part of
which was utilized for purchasing books.
The same educational tradition flour-
ished at Ajanta.

The inscriptions at Ajanta provide in-
teresting glimpses of monastic life. They
significantly indicate how zealously the
Budhist fraternity at Ajanta sought to
maintain the high intellectual and moral
standards enforced by canons. Since
most of the scriptures had been written
by this time, the deep knowledge of these
scripturcs is evidently reflected in Ajanta
inscriptions. They bear perfect harmony
with the Buddhist philosophy. It is beau-
tifully intcrwoven in the eulogies com-
posed in classical Sanskrit.

Western Indian coast is studded with
caves which badly need a re-survey. That
will enable new scholars to work on them
with new zeal. Epigraphy thus plays a
complementary role in the reconstruction
of ancicnt history and, therefore, we must
make efforts to rededicate ourselves for
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the enrichment of the epigraphical stud-
ies using all innovating genius.

Last but not the lcast, we have to pay
attention to the social significance of the
precious treasurc-trove of the past by in-
stituting scholarships and fellowships for
the continucd study.

Allow me to say that some of the in-

Notes & References :
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scriptions in caves and other places are
damaged by neglect, public misuse and
a lot of ignorance. I hope and trust in
our deliberations here we will pay atten-
tion to all the niceties of the discussions
with new insights. Regarding the elabo-
rateness of the purpose of.enhancing the
dignity of the subject matter we should
make all possible endeavour.

* Delivered at the nineteenth annual congress of the Epigraphical Society of India held at Trichy (Tamil-

nadu) from 12th to 14th February 1993.

£



1. RAMA CULT:

It is commohly believed by the Indol-

ogists that the Rama worship as an in-
dependent cult came into existence quite
late. Sir R.G. Bhandarkar! and H.C.

Raychaudhuri?, to mention only two, for
example, held that the worship of R,z'ama,
not to speak of a cult in his honour, had
not become quite popular even as late as
the Gupta age. It was not as much due
to prejudices as to the non-availability of
any dependable evidence to prove other-
wise. But in recent years a lot of evidence,
especially epigraphic, has come to light
which establishes indisputably not only
that Rama had come to be popularly wor-
shipped as an incarnation of god Vishnu
but also that an independent cult had al-
ready centred around him as early as, if
not earlier than, the second century A.D.

It is intended here to invite attention to a
couple of such evidences.

Dr. B.C. Shukla has recently brought
to light a very important evidence to the
notice of scholars,® but he has missed
some important points which may be rec-
tified here. A broken sand stone slab
from the antiquarian site of Kausambi
(modern Kosam, Allahabad district, Ut-
tar Pradesh) in the collection of Shri
Prabhat Tandon of Allahabad is highly
patinated, indicating that it had been ly-
ing in the bed of the river Yamuna before
being picked up. It bears a short three-
line inscription and is broken on both
sides resulting in a few letters at the be-
ginning and end of each line bemg lost ir-
retrievably. The inscription is in Brahmi

characters similar to those met with in the

inscriptions of the Kushanas about the
middle of the second century A.D. It reads
as follows :

EARLIEST EPIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

Ajay Mitra Shastri

b . divase 10 ( +) 2 gahapati ....
2. .... saha darakena Iddaghosena ..
3. ... bhagavato Rama-Narayana ...

Shukla, has read the name in the sec-
ond line as Iddaghosa; but the initial ak-
shara is formed by four dots. So the name
has to be read as Iddaghosa with a long
i, and not as Iddaghosa with a short i
Then he has taken the word daraka in the
sense of ‘wife’ whereas it in thé context
here must mean ‘son’, not ‘wife’. It actu-
ally qualifies ‘Iddaghosa i.e, Iddaghosa
was the son of the houscholder (gahapati
Skt. grihapati) whose name must have been
given in the first line but which has been
irreparably lost in the damaged portion
of the stone. So the name of the gahap-
ati mentioned in the first line was not Id-
daghosa, as believed by Shukla. Of the
date given in line 1, only the serial num-
ber of the day, 12, has been preserved,
while the year and the month-name given
along with at the beginning of the first
line are lost irreparably along with the
damaged portion of the stone slab. But
the 12th day of the month was regarded
as sacred by the Vaishnavas. In all prob-
ability it must have been the twelfth day
of the bright half of Karttika which was es-
pecially holy for the Vaishnavas as god

' Vishnu was believed to wake up from his

four-month long sleep (devotthana) on the
preceding ekadasT and the dvadasi was ob-
served as a parapa when pious acts like land
grants were often made. The Vakataka
queen Prabhivatigupta is known to have
made her grants on this day.* The same
may have been the case with the present
record.



The third line has the first preserved

‘word bhagavato in genitive singular qualify-

ing the following cxpresion, Rama-narayana,
which also must have ended in genitive sin-
gular, Viz., Rama-naryanasa, though the case
ending sa is again irretrievably lost in the
damaged stonc. The gahapati actually in-
tended to record some pious act connected
with the god (bhagavat) Rama-narayana.
Asthe whole is in genitive singular, denot-
ing ‘of’, he must have crected a shrine or
installed an image or some symbol of the
god. The exact nature of this act cannot
be asccrtainced as the subscquent portion
of the record which could have enlight-
ened us on this point is completely lost
irrecoverably. ‘

The cxpression bhagavato Rama - Narayana
is of utmost importance for the history
of the dcvclopment of Vaishnavism in as
much as it leaves absolutcly no doubt re-
garding not only Rama having come to
be rcgarded as the god recciving indepen-
dent worship but also about his complete
identity with the supreme god Narayana.

Even though the date portion in the
beginning is very much damaged, its date
in mid-second century can be easily fixed
- not only on palacographic but cven on lin-
guistic considerations in as much as it is
- composed in Prakrit.

It may thus be concluded that anindec-
pendent cult centring on Rama had come
into existence as carly as the second cen-
tury A.D. And it was just a culminatcd
expression, it must have been established
by about the beginning of the Christian
era.

The name Ramadatta, ‘given by
Rama’ or ‘given (devoted) to Rama’,
borne by a king of the Mathura rcgion
in the second century A.D as rcvealed
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from his coins® is also a pointer in the
same dircction and may be said to cor-
roborate the aforesald inscriptional ev-
idence. A very important evidence of
the commplete identity of Rama and
Vishnu emanates from a rather unex-
pected source. It is the Bagh (Dhar
district, Madhya Pradesh) plate of the
Maharaja of Valkha named Bhulunda and
dated in the ycar 47 of an unspecified era.
The rccord has been recently, published®
but its value from the present point of
view is being pointed out by us for the
first time.” It records the grant of five
villages for the performance of certain
rites for god Vishnu whose eight-armed
gesha-sayana form is described at the be-
ginning and who is said to have bro-
ken the haughtiness of Bali, Naraka, Na-
muchi, Kesin, the Kallya snake, the ten-
headed (Dasa-vadana, i.e, Ravana), Kamsa,
Chaniira, Arishta and Sisupala, who as
Varaha (Boar incarnation) retrieved the
lost earth, and who is without any begin-
ning, middle and end. In fact, it is the ear-
liest datable account of the eight-armed
Ananta-dayana (reclining on,the cosmic ser-

pent called Ananta or Sésha). What is,
however, most important in the present
context is the inclusion of the feat of the
dcstruction of Dasanana Ravana as an act
of Vishnu revealing that complete identity
had come to be established between Rama
and Vishnu who were treated as one and

the same. Rama was verily Vishnu him-
sclf.

Regarding the date of this record, it
was issued in the forty-seventh year of an
unspcecified cra which has been variously
identified with the Kalachuri- Chédi era
of 248-49 A.D? or the Gupta era of 319-20
A.D, ® the latter view being more likely.
In case the former identification is ac-
cepted the record would belong to the end
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of the third century and in the latter case
to about 366 A.D. Wec may thus conclude
that by the end of the third or middle of
the following ccntury, Rama had alrcady
come to be so completely identified with
Vishnu that thc most outstanding feat of
the former had come to be attributed to
the lattcr.

lcaves no doubt that an independent cult
centring on Rima had come into existence
and become firmly established by the mid-
sccond century and his identification with
Vishnu was a fait accompli by the close of the
thn‘d/mld fourth century A.D. It supple-
ments and gives archaeological credence

To conclude, the epigraphical evidence

to the literary tradition that points to a
considerably earlier date.
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2. TRICHY PALLAVA ‘KAVERI-DHARA®

Work of the epigraphist includes dis-
covering, rcading and interpreting and
translating inscriptions. After some intro-
ductory remarks, we present here a fresh
translation and interprctation of an in-
scription first discovercd and translated
more than a century ago. It is the
long pocm of cight Slokas engraved on the
pilasters forming the Siva-Gangadhara
pancl in the cave-temple near the summit

of the Rock-Fort Hill, Trichy.!

The author of this cave-temple, King
Mahéndravikramavarma Pallava, was also
onc of the grecat pocts of India. The earli-
est cxtant pralasanas (farcces) in Indian lit-
craturc were written by this king : the
Mattavilasa and Bhagavadajjuka. A knowledge
of these two Sanskrit works is helpful in
making scnse of some of the royal titles
inscribed in scrics on the pillars and pi-
lasters of Mahéndra’s Trichy cave-temple.
Without a knowledge of his play, Mat-
tavilasa, how would onc have interpreted
his royal title, ‘Mattavilasah® ?- (which ap-
pcars on the right facade pilaster of the
cave-temple). Or take the title ‘Kuhakal’,
on the fourth pillar-what is its meaning ?
The answer is also found in the world of
theater.

Abhinavagupta... commenting on
Bharata’s list of dcterminants of the
comic scntiment, understands “kuhaka”,
the term used for “trickery”, to refer
specifically to tickling, to “touching chil-
dren’s necks, armpits, and the like, in or-
der to surprise them ” (Problems).??

It can be scen that Mahcndra’s title,
‘Kulakah’, is dircctly rclated to the fact
that he poked fun at the world through

Michael Lockwood and A. Vishnu Bhat

his prahasanas.

Or, again, consider Mahcndra’s title,
‘Virasah’, on the second pillar of the Trichy
cave-temple. According to us,the new
Dictionary of Contemporary Tamil gives
the meaning (or one of the major mean-
ings) of this biruda succinctly in its Tamil
form, (virasam): “vulgarity; obscenity”-
syn. (apasam): “pormography; salacious-
ness; lewdness”.?

Our translation of Mahgndra’s play,

- Bhagavadajjuka, has been staged more

than ten times since 1977, and invari-
aby one particular passage (line 172) is
censored on stage as being too obscence!
for modern sensibilities.* Evidently, there
were some in Mahéndra’s seventh century

audience who must have felt the same

way, and the king sportingly added a new
biruda to his long list of titles.

Finally, consider one of Mahéndra’s
most frequently used titles, one used in

the dedicatory name of his S"i-yama.fxgala.m
cave-temple inscription, and also found on
the second pillar of his Trichy cave-temple

‘Avanibhajanah’. Could one presume to
have interpreted this biruda properly with-
out taking into account its appearance
in the context of the highly philosophical

Nandi sloka of Mahéndra’s play, Mattavilasa
2.

bhasha-vésha-vapuh-kriya-guna-kritan-
asritya bhédan gatam
bhavavésa-vasad-anéka-rasatam trailckya-
yatra-mayam /
nrittamn nish-pratibaddha-bdha-mahima
yah prekskas-cha svayam
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sa vyapt avaniphajanaih disatu vo divyal Kapali

yasah / /°

To turn, now, to the long inscription of
Mahendra’s Trichy cave-temple, we note
that the first four verses are on the north-
crn pilaster, and the last four verses are
on the southern one. The number 2 is
actually cngraved at the end of the scc-
ond verse on the northern pilaster. If the
inscriptiion had begun on the southern pi-
laster, this verse would have been number
‘6. '

In carlicr publications we have differed
with the first translator, E.Hultzsch, on
the interpretation of words which occur
in the first verse (sccond line) and sccond
verse (fifth line) of the inscription on the
northern pilaster.® The word ‘nidhaya’ in
the first verse was translated by Hultzsch
as ‘placed’:

When king Gunabhara placed a stone-
figurc in the wondcrful stone-temple...”
Thus, Hultzsch and all scholars who, fol-
lowed him failed to recalize that the ‘stone-
figure’ (s'.’nilﬂ;-tamuh) referred to was the

Siva-Gangadhara image in the pancl.

The words, ‘giriudra kanya in the sce-
ond verse were interpreted by Hultzsch
as rcferring to ‘Parvati’. We have held,
though, that thc primary rcferent, here,
is Ganga - who, like Parvati, is also called
‘Daughter of the mountain’. After all,
the goddess Ganga appcears in the panel,
whereas Parvati docs not.

Then, TTultzsch had rcad the last word
of the tenth line (first word of the last
verse) as Ssilafkhajrepa’ (’stonc-chiscl’). The
brackets indicated that Hultzsch consid-
cred the letter ‘kLia’ to be indistinct. We
have pointed out that this lctter is not

at all indistinct, and that it is actually
‘kha’ and not ‘kha’. We, therefore, read
the word as ‘silaksharena’, and translate it
now as ‘imperishable-stone’.

Our most important claim is that both
the poem and the sculpture to which it
rcfers have maultiple layers of mecaning-
and thus the figure of Siva-Gangadhara
is also a portrait of the Pallava king,
Mahéndra, himself. This identity in dif-
ference, then, is the real meaning of the
first versc, which, in the translation of
Hultzsch, states that king Mahéndra, in
making

a stone-figure in the wonderful stone-
temple on the top of the best of moun-
tains,... made in this way Sthanu (Siva)
stationary and became himself station-
ary (i.e., immortal) in the worlds together

with Him.8

The final verse in the inscription on
the southern pilaster was translated thus
by Hultzsch :

By the stone-chisel a material body of
Satyasarhdha [king Mahéndra] was executed,
and by the same an eternal body of his
fame was produced.®

Our rcading is quite different !

Through Satyasandha’s bodily image
(bhautiki-marttil) created out of imperish-
able stonc (silaksharepe), an embodiment of
his fame has also been made imperishable!

‘Satyasandha’ was a wecll-known title of
King Mahéndra. It also is onc of the 108
sacred names of Lord Siva. Thus, this last
verse of the poem, like the very first, tells
us that the central image in this pancl is
both Siva-Gangadhara as well as a por-
trait of King Mahéndra.



In verse Five, the poct reckons that
the ‘Daughter of the Mountain’ (Ganga)
has left her father’s family to stay perma-
nently on this mountain (Rock-Fort Hill),
calling the river Kavéri, the beloved wife
of the Pallava king.

In this way, the central figure of the
pancl can be viewed at one level as Siva

receiving the descending river Ganga on

the locks of his hair. At another level, this
same figure rcpresents King Mahéndra
slowing the descent of the river Kaveri.
(May we spcculate that Pallava engincers
had been involved in some way with the
damming of the Kaveri ?)

The multiple laycrs of mcaning in the
Trichy pancl parallcl the multiple lay-
ers of mcaning which are found in clas-
sical Sanskrit plays. In Mahéndra’s two
plays, the Siitradhara rccites the Nandi
$loka and then acts out the prologue to-
gether with an assistant (the Vidashaka
in Bhagavadajjuka, and the Nati in Mat-
tavilasa). Then the play proper begins,
and the satradhara and his assistant take
on the major roles there. In the Bha-
- gavadajjuka, the Siitradhara takes the
role of the leading character in the play
proper, the Parivrajaka, while his assis-
tant, the Vidashaka, assumes the role of the
Parivrajaka’s disciple. What we have in
this arrangement, then, are roles within
rolcs acted out in a play within a play. A
knowledgeable spectator would be aware
that the actors, here, have dual personal-
itics (a role within a role). These conven-
tions arc highly sophisticated, and they
have been lost sight of during the last
thousand ycars.

Similarly, the great Trichy pancl is
multi-laycred in its import. It is at the

same time both a Siva-Gangadhara’ pancl

" tanum
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as wcll as a ‘Pallava-kavéridhara’ pancl. If
we are correct in our understanding, the
central figure is then the greatest royal
portrait that exists in India.

SIVA-GANGADHARA / PALLAVA-
KAVERIDHARA

(V. 1) When King Gunabhara
(Mahéndra) made a stone figure (sailin-
: the relief image of Siva -
Gangadhara / Pallava-Kaveridhara) in
the wonderful stone abode on top of
the king of mountains (the Rock-Fort
Hill), this ruler, (entitled) ‘Vidhi’ (the Cre-

~ator), made Sthapu (Siva’s name) liter-

ally meaningful (‘sthapu’ stationary/firmly
fixed) and became himself sthanu (fixed,
immortal) together with him on earth.

(V. 2) The lord of this earthly

rcalm, Satrumalla (‘Foe-mauler’, i.e.,
King Mahendra), made on this moun-
tain an abode in order that the name of
Giriéa (‘Mountain-dweller’), husband of
the ‘Daughter of the king of Mountains’
(Ganga) should be made literally mean-
ingful.

(V. 3) When Hara (Siva) affection-
ately asked him, ‘How can I, while re-
maining in an earthly abode, see the great
wealth of the Chdla province and the river
Kaveri 7’, King Gunabhara, the fame of
whose empire rivals that Manu, ordered
for Him (Siva) this sky-scraper mountain-
abode.

(V. 4) This Purushottama who, with
plcasure, made an incomparable stone fig-
urc of Hara, has, besides making (kritva)
it on top of the mountain, borne (a visi-
ble form of) Siva, God immanent, on his
head and, thus, made the immovable ones’
(achalasya) lofty-souledness manifest.
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(V. 5) Suspectingthat the God who is
fond of rivers (Siva), on sccing the Kaveri,
whosc watcrs please the eye, who wecars

a garland of gardens, and who possesses -

lovely qualitics, might fall in love with
her(also), the ‘Daughter of the Moun-
tain’ (Ganga) has left her father’s family
to reside, I reckon, permancntly on this

mountain, calling this river (Kaveri) the

beloved wife of the Pallava (king).
(V. 6) As the king called Gunabhara

has become cmbodied in this image (liigini
= Kavéridhara/Gangadhara), let the wis-
dom which has been brought back from
the cnemy circle forever be spread by this

same image (liigena) throughout the world
!

(V. 7) This mountain is, as it were,

the diadem of his (Mahéndra’s) Chola

province, this abode of Hara his (dia- -

dem’s) chicf jewel, and the splendor of
Sankara (Gangadhara) his (Kaveridhara’s
crest-jewel’s) splender.

(V. 8) Through Satyasandha’s bodily
image (bhautiki-marttih) created out of im-
perishable stone (silaksharépa), an embodi-
ment of his fame has also been made im-
perishable! '

1. Sailendra- miirddhani $ila- bhavang
vichitre
mountrain-forcmost top-of-on stone
abode- in wonderful- in

2. Sailin- tanui Gunabhard nripatir-
nnidhaya [1]

stonc-body Gunabhara king caused-

to-be-made-having

3. Sthanum vyadhatta Vidhir=gsha
vathartta samjnam

Sthanu attained Crcator/this mcaning-

truc-to name -

10.

11.

12.

13.

7

Sthanuh svayafi- cha saha tEna ja-
gatsu jatah [ 1]

fixed himself also togcther Him-
with worlds-in become-has

Griham=akrita Satrumallo giri-
ndra- kanya

abode made Satrumalla mountain-
king daughter-of

patir- g-girdv= asmim [1] Girisasya
girisa o

husband’s mountain-on this Girisa’s
‘mountain-dweller’

Samjiiam=anvartthi-kartum
=artthapatih —2—
name meaningful to-make the-king

Vibhitin-Cholana katham= aham=avck

wecalth Cholas-of how I see-will

ya vipulam nadim va Kavérim=avani-
bhavanava-

which immense river and Kaveri
earth-abode remaining

sthita iti [1] Harénoktah pritya vib-
hur= adisa-

thus Hara-by=asked-having-been
affection-with the-king ordered-to-
be-made

d=abhram-lihaith= idam-Manu-
prakhyd [rajye giri] - bhavana-
cloud touching this Manu famous
country-in mountain-abode

m=asmai Gunabharah [3] Nirmmapitam=
iti muda

Him-for Gunabhara madec-causcd-

to-be thus plcasurc-with

Purushdttaména $ailim Harasya
tanum=aprati-

Purushottama-by stonc Hara’s body
unimaged (incomparable)



14.

15.

16.

o

mam=antna [1] ertva Sivarh $irasi
dharayat=atma- ‘

him-by made-having Siva head-on
holder heart-

samstham= uchchaih S$irastvam
=achalasya kritam krita-
firmly-fixed-in' high-on hcad-bcing
mountain’s made-was mcaing-to

rttham [4]

Kaverin-nayanabhirama-salilam=
ara-
Kavéri cyc=plcasing watcr-posscssor
garden

ma-mala- dharam devs vikshya
nadi- priyah

garland-bearer the-God on-sccmg
river-lover

pnya—gnnam: apy= ¢sha rajyéd=
iti[|] sadarn

pleasing quality- posscssor though
this desired thus suspectmg

ka Girni- kanyaka p1tr1- kulam
hitvéha manyé gi-
Mountain-daughter-of fathcr’s fam-
iy leavmg-.here I- guess mountain-

- on

rau nityan-tishthati Pallavasya
dayitam= &tam bru-
forever stations (hersclf) Pallava’s
wife this calling

atmasamstham §ivam
5 . } 2
atmasamstham " Sivam
5 : 2
achalasya uchchaissirastvam
7 6 '

9 . ”

» ‘ ”»

10.

11.

12.

13.

kritarttham

achalasya
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vana nadim [5] Gunabhara-nimani
raJa,ny—ancna. li-

river Gunabhara-named- king this-
by image-by

ngna lingini jidnam [1] prathatan-
chiraya 1oké vi-
image-having-became-embodied-in wis-
dom renowned-be for-long the-
world-in enemy

paksha-vrittch paravrittam [6]
Chala- vishayasya $aila-

circle-from brought-back Chala province-

of mountain

maulir= ivayam maha- manir=
ivasya [1] Hara-griham=¢ta-
diadem like=this great jewel like=his
Hara-abode this (his Chéla province)

j- jyotis- tadiyam= iva Samkaram

- jyotih [7] Silakshare-

splendour his (crest-jewel’s) like
Sankara’s splendor stone= imper-
ishable -out-of .

na janita Satyasandhasya bhautiki
[1] mirttih kirttima-
created-has-been Satyasandha’s bod-
ily image fame-full-of

yi chasya kritd ténaiva $asvati [8]
Nishkrishya-chalasa-

and-his made-has-been it-(stone)-
by cternal

madhayi Gunabharé bhaktih [para)...

Sirasi kritva
7 3 1
$irasi dharayata
3 4
kritam

9

” R

» ”
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by making (a figurc of) Siva, G od immancnt, on top (head) of the mountain
bearing on his head Siva, God immancnt
the lofty soulcdncess of the immovable (achalasya = of the mountain) manifest.

the lofty souledness of the immovable (achalasya = of §thanu = of Siva) manifest.

the softy souledness of the immovable (achalasya = of $thanu = of the king)
manifest.

Notes & Refcrences:

[

Iultzsch (ed.), South-Indiau Inscriptions, Vol. 1, 1800, pp. 28-30.

Lee Sicgd, Laughing Mattcrs (Delhi : Banarsidass, 1989), p. 186,

(Madras : Cre—LA, 1992).

King Mahéndravarman’s Plays, eds.M. Lockwood & A.V. Bhat (Madras Tambaram Research Associates, 1991), p.43.
We discuss various levels of meaning of this Nandi §16ka on pp. 66-68 of king Mahéndravarman’s Plays.

In our book, Muhabalipuram Studies (Madras : The C.L.S., 1974), pp. 37-41; and in our article, “The Philosophy of
Mulendra’s Tiruchchirapalli Epigraph” in the Journal of the Epigraphical Society of India, Vol. III. 1976, pp.
91-102. ' o

ITulizsch, p. 30.
Tbid.

Lid.



3. TERRITORIAL READJUSTMENTS UNDER VIJAYANAGARA

IN THE ANDHRA COUNTRY

The year 1323 A. D was the fateful
yecar in the history of the Andhra coun-
try. It is during this yecar that the mighty
Kakatiya kingdom, which held sway over
almost the entire Andhra Country (ex-
cept the Kalinga region) crumbled. In
the words of M. Somasckhara Sarma :
"The year of 1323 A.D. scaled the fate
of Warangal. After the final subjuga-
tion of the Maharata kmgdom the whole
weight of Muslim invasion to the South
fcll on the kingdom of the Kakatiyas
of warangal, who resisted with all their
might the fury of the mvadmg forces;
but the oft-repeated invasions, no doubt,
broke the morale of the Hindus and paved
the way for the success of the Muslims”.
(A Forgotten Chapter of Andhra Country, p.8).
The chaotic conditions that followed this

event were graphically described in the

Vilasa grant of Prolayanayaka.

+ Thirtcen years after this event (i.e.,
1336 A.D.) the Vijayanagara kingdom
was founded in Karnataka empire which
ultimatcly grew into a vast empire, the
biggest ever in South India. The Vi-
jayanagara was founded as a bastion of
Hindu faith. Its chief purpose was to
rcvive the ancient Hindu culture and to

rcstore faith in people whose morale, as

noted above, was throughly shaken. This
was the major difference between the
compulsions of the carlier kingdoms and
the Vijayanagara empire. This nccessi-
tatecd the Vijayanagaras to rcdraw the
political map of South India. The present
paper aims at analysing the efforts of the
Vijayanagara rulers in redrawing the map
of the Andhra country by about the cnd

S. S. Ramachandra Murthy,

of the 14th century. Before attempting
this it would be pertinent to make a note
of some of the important territorial divi-
sions that existed prior to the end of the
14th century. The following is a list of
some of such important divisions :

1.  Sindavadi - 1000 (parts of Kurnool,

Anantapur and Bellari districts;
9th - 13th century)
Adavani - 500 was included in
this division, while Tumbula - 30,
Garuje - 70 and Maichalu - 70
were among the subdivisions in-
cluded in Adavani - 500.

2. Adhirgjendra - mandalam or Adhirajéndrasola
- mandalam (1078 to 13th century),
called so after the Chdla emperor
Adhirajendra (1067-70), covered
parts of Cuddapah dt. Mérpakkai-
nidu formed a part of this divi-
sion.

3. Jayaigondasolamardalam (1014-1290). This
division was so named after the
epithet Jayaigondasslan or Chdla
Rajaraja 1 (985 - 1014). In
it were included the following
sub-divisions: Perumbanapp=adi,
Puli-nadu, Angadipatta-nadu, Tiy-
nadu, Nellir-nadu, Paiytirilangottam,
Tiruvéngada-kottam, Chédikula
manikkavalanadu, pangai-nadu and
Pottapi-nadu. This division com-
prised parts of Nellore and Chit-
toor districts.

4. Eruva-vishaya, Eruva-miindu-deb
badulu (Eruva-thrice-seventy). Prob-
ably this consisted of three sub-
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10.

11.

divisions each of 70. (c 656 -
13th century) It comprised parts of
Prakasam, Nellore, Cuddapah and
Kurnool dts.

Karma-rashtra (3rd century - 1280).
This division covered parts of
Guntur and Prakasam dts.

Kanne - 300 (1057 - 1107) : This divi-
sion covered parts of Kurnool and
Mahboobnagar districts.

Kondapadumati (1117 - 1282) : It
is known from inscriptions that
the Eastern Chalukya king Kubja
Vishnuvardhana (624 - 41) granted
the country of 73 villages ‘lying to

the west of the hill’ to an.officer -

Buddhavarma I as a fief. It is sug-
gested that the expression ‘west of
the hill’ refers to the region lying
west to Kondavidu in Guntur dis-

trict. This division covered Satte-

napalli, Narasaraopét, Guntur and
Vinukonda taluks of Guntur dt.

Kudiarahara, Kudrahara, Gudravara-Vishaya
: (3-4 century - 1172). This divi-
sion covered major part of the Kr-
ishna district.

Maharajapadi - 7000 : (1005 - 1233) :
This division corresponded more
or less to parts of the present Cud-
dapah and Chittoor districts. An
inscription of 1107 A.D. refers to
this division as Marjavadi.

Nalavadi - vishaya : (657 - 1215) This

is also referred to as Naravadi- 500
in some inscriptions. It comprised

parts of Kurnool and Anantapur
districts.

Nolambavadi - 32,000 : This division
covered parts of Anantapur, Bel-

lary, Tumkur and Kolar districts.

12. Paka-nadu (969 - 1291) : Some in-
scriptions refer to this division
as Paka-nadu - 21,000. Kadapa-
12, Pagima-nadu, XKudfir-nadu,
Nelliiri-sthala, Podile-nadu, etc.,
formed parts of this division. It
comprised major parts of Nellore,
portions of Guntur, Prakasam and
Cuddapah districts.

" 13.  Pajli-rashtra, Palli-nadu - 300 (673 - 1288):

This corresponds to modern Pal-
nadu taluk of Guntur district.

14. Renapdu-7000: (6th - 12th century).
It corresponded to parts of Cudda-
pah, Chittoor and Kolar districts.

15. Velanadu- 6000: (755 - 1261) This di-
vision covered parts of Guntur and
Krishna districts.

It may be noted that at some stage
or the other some of the above divi-
sions enjoyed independent or feudal sta-
tus. For example, during the early pe-
riod Réniandu - 7000 enjoyed indepedent
status. The divisions Kondapadumati
and Velanadu were of feudal status. The
Kondapadumatis were the subordinate
chiefs of the Eastern Chalukyas. The
chief of Vela-nadu, who started their
political career as the subordinate of
first the Eastern Chalukyas and later
of the Cholas, declared independence
when the Chdla power was on decline.
They enjoyed indepedent status till the
last chief PrithviSvara was routed by
Kakatiya Ganapati. One of the notable
features of the Kakatiya administration
was the grant of maximum of instances,
where these subordinate chiefs did not
bother to mention their overlords. Still
it is true that almost all the subordinate
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chiefs remained loyal to the kakatiyas.
However, during the pre-Kakatiya period
the subordinate chiefs did not hesitate
to desert their overlords when the oc-
cassion suited them. We have alrcady
- noted that the Velanati chiefs did not
lose time to declare themselves mdepen-
dent when they found that the impe-
rial Chola throne was shaky. Even dur-
ing the Kakatiya period one subordi-
nate chief, Kayastha Ambadéva, was ar-
rogent enough to challenge the power of
Rudrama. He successfully declared inde-
pendence and ruled part of the Cuddapah
district in that status till he was again
humbled by Prataparudra, the grandson
and successor of Rudrama. However, in
all these cases of exploiting the opportu-
nity by the subordinate chiefs did not re-
sult in any great social or religious or cul-
tural catostrophy. The kingdom merely
passed on from one dynasty to another.

But the events that took place in the

first half of the 14th century were totally
of different kind. The Muslims, who had
already built up a huge empire in the
north, succedded in conquering the South
as well. It was at this historical crisis that
the Vijayanagara empire was founded as
a bastion of Hindu faith. The respon-
sibility taken up, willingly, by the carly
Vijayanagara rulers was by no means
small. In fact theirs was an uncnviable
position. They had to build the empire
from scratch. Though this burden was
taken up and the Vijayanagara grew into
a vast empire and formidable military
power still the situation was not exactly
rosy. Parts of Karnataka had alrcady
been lost to Muslims. In the east they
were constantly challenged by the Gajap-
atis. Thus the exigency was such that
the Vijayanagara kings were compelled to
do away with some of the old practices
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and innovate ncw ones to suit the situ-
ation. Among such the redrawal of the
political map was one and this they did
with meticulous care and thoroughness.
In this process many old divisions disap-
pearced from the map. The numerical di-
visions were done away with. As noted
above the Muslim onslaught in 1323 A.D.
disrupted the social and economic life of
the Andhra Country very badly. The ad-
ministrative divisions with numerical ap-
pellations lost their original significance
as several villages were destroyed by the
Muslim invaders. This must have led to
dispensing away with this system by the
successors of the Kakatiyas. The practice

~of naming a division after an epithet of a

ruler, which was much favoured by the
imperial Cholas, was given up. Instead
many divisions came to be known after
their chief towns. An important feature
was that a place with an impregnable fort
was made headquarters of a major divi-
sion. The following is the list of some of
the important territorial divisions which
can be seen on the pohtlcal map of the
Vijayanagara.

1) Udayagiri-rajya : Paka-nadu, Jal-

adankl-snna Kandiiru-sima, Duvviiri-

sthalam, Ganghkota-ama etc.,
formed part of this division.

2) Jq_gatdpi-Gutti-rdjya : Penakacherla-
sima, penna-magani, Pulcti-magani,
etc., were included in this division.

3) Penugonda-rajya : Pedakan'gi-sfma,
Vavilipati-Chavadi, Rodda-nadu,
etc., formed part of this division.

4) Kondapalli-rajya : This covered Ki-

ishna district.

5) Kondamdu-rajya, : Vinukonda-sima,
Bellathkonda-sima, Nagarjuna konda—
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sima were included in this.

6) Rayadurgam-rajye :  Kundurupi-
sima, Biidigumma-sima, Urdkonda-
vénthya were included in this.

7) Chandragiri-rajya : Pada-nadu or
Padanadu-sima, etc., were in-
cluded in this division.

A comparative study of the pre-
Vijayanagara and Vijayanagara political
maps leads us to the following conclu-
sions:

1) The earlier divisions viz., Kam-
manadu, Velanadu, Kondapadumati

and Palli-nidu were brought un-

der Kondavidurajya. Kondavidu,
the headquarters of the rajya was
a strong hill fort in the Guntur dis-
trict. .

2) The earlier divisions like Gu-
dravara-vishaya, which were situ-
ated on the northern bank of the
river Krishna, were included in the
Kondapalli-rajya. The headquar-
ters of this rajya was also a strong

hill fort in Krishna dt.

3) Parts of the earlier divisions like
Sindavadi, Nalavadi, Nolarhbavadi
formed part of the Jagatapi-Gutti-
rijya or Gutti-rijya. Gutti was a
strong hill fort in Anantapur dis-
trict.

4) Penugonda-rijya comprised parts
of modern Anantapur district and
Penugonda was also a formidable
hill fort in the same Anantapur
district.
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5) Rayadurgam-rijya comprised parts
of the Anantapur district border-
ing Karnataka. Rayadurgam too
was an impregnable fort.

6) The Udayagiri-rajya covered Nel-
lore and Cuddapah districts. Udaya-
giri was a hill fort in the Necllore
district.

7) Chandragiri-rajya comprised parts
of the older divisions like Maharaja
padi-7000, Rénadu-7000,
Jayangondasslamandalam. Chan-
dragiri was a strong hill fort in the
Chittoor district.

The above seven divisions clearly
show the strategic importance of the
headquarters of these rajyas. These rajyas
were thus very intelligently conceived and
with their emergence the older divisions
like Sindavadi-1000, Velanadu, Kamma-
niadu, Kondapadumati, Palli-nadu, Gu-
ravara-vishaya, Nalavadi, Nolambavadi,
Maharaja-padi-7000, Jayangondasola -
mandalam disappeared from the political
map of the country. Any stray reference
to any of these divisions in the inscrip-

- tions of the Vijayanagara period merely

shows that they were still remembered by
some but were of no significance.

These rajyas were divided into simas.
The division sima, which was the in-
novation of the Reddi kings, who pre-
ceded the Vijayanagara in the coastal
Andhra country, became very popular
during the Vijayanagara period. Po-
lam, chavadi, magani, venthya were some of
the sub-divisions introduced by the Vi-
jayanagaras in Andhra.
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The above mentioned rajyas, the
headquarters of which were formidable
forts, were generally placed in the hands
of a dandanayaka, who often held the po-
sition of mahapradhana also. “As long as
the emperors of Vijayanagara gave pri-
ority to the noble purpose for which the
empire was created, these powerful gen-
erals and the newly established local rul-
ing families were ready with their men

and arms to rush to the emperors aid -

whenever threatened by external inva-
sions. It is abundantly clear from known
facts of history that the reorganised di-
visions and administrative set up created
in the minds of the nobles, generals and
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people a new sense of loyalty to the em-
pire as a whole in so far as the emperors
kept up the noble ideals of the founders
of Vijayanagara. This loyalty to the em-
pire was clearly demonstrated on two
occasions, once when the gencrals and
chicftains set aside the decadent house of
Sangama and raised Saluva Narasimha to
the throne in 1486 A.D., and again when
they dethroned the Saluvas and placed
the empire under Tuluva sway in 1505
A.D. On both these occasions the nobles
and generals saved the empire from near
extinction. But the knowledge of their
power and influence finally proved to be
the undoing of the empire”.



4. AMARESVARA TEMPLE PILLAR INSCRIPTION AT

RAMATIRTHA, SAKA 1482

The village Ramatirtha, located in
the Athani Taluka of Belgaum District,
about 25 km to the north-cast of Athani,
belonged to ‘Umbaravani-mivattaru’, a
sub-division of ‘Kanambade-miintiru’, a
division of ‘Karahatanalsashira’ province
of ‘Kuntala-desa’. It housed the famous
temple of Ramésvara who was the titu-
lary deity of Mahamandalésvara of the
said Umbaravam-muvattaru who bore in
his titles the expression “sri Svayambhu
Ramesvaradéva padabja = bhringa”.!

The Descriptive List of Stone and Copper-
Plate Inscriptions examined by Kannada Re-
scarch Institute (K.R.I.), Dharwad? con-
tains in all five stone inscriptions of
Ramatirth of which two are published
in Volume 2 of Karnataka Inscriptions.® They
are royal charters dated 1115 and 1167
A.D. rcferring to the reign of Western
Chalukyan king Vikramaditya VI and
kalachiiri king Bijjala II respectively. The
inscription presented here, for the first
time, is the third one (No. 79 of the
above list) located in the Amarésvara
temple.

Before presenting the Amarésvara
temple record inscribed on the pillar, it
is necessary to note briefly the history of
this temple as gleaned from the earlier in-
scriptional evidence found in the neigh-
bouring villages in the Umbaravani re-

gion. This will help us to appreciate and -

appraise the record better.
2. History of Amarésvara Temple

The Kahalli inscriptiont belonging to
the reign period of the Western Chalukya
king Pratapa Chakravarti Jagadckamalla

Ananta Kulakarni

"and dated 1149 A.D. records not only

the construction of the Gangtévara tem-
ple in Kghalli by Satya, one of the sons
of Kalidasa-sachiva of Mahamandalcsvara
Hemmadi of Uthbaravani, in the name of
his grandfather Gangadhara-sachiva, but
also narrates the construction of temples
and tanks, etc., by Kalidasa himself and
his other sons, Ganga, Narasithha and
Sankarasa, elsewhere in the Umbaravani
region. It states in lines 31 and 32 :3

“ e Sankarasamm mudadi namankitamam

Ramatirtha dakshina tatadolu Sankara =nenippa
lingamarn nikara vastiyalu pratishtheyam madisidam”,

that is, Sankarasa (son of Kalidasa)
installed a linga called Sankara on the

southern side of Ramatirtha (stream
flowing east-west).

The Balligéri Inscription which be-

longs to the reign period of Tribhuvanamalla®

and records gifts to the temple of Narash
imhésvara constructed by Narasimha
sachlva, another son of Kailidasa noted
above in Balligeri, confirms the above in-
stallation of “Safikaran=enippa linga” by
Sankarasa in line 72 as follows :7

“.. Vara [RaJmatirtha dakshina girindra
tatado]u surasurarchita
Sankesvarmam nirmisidam Sankaradéevagam”.

It is interesting to note that while
thc Kohalli record locates the temple at
the ‘Ramatirthshda dakshina tata’ (right
bank of the stream flowing east-west)
the Balligeri record locates the same
at the “Ramatirtha dakshina girindra
tata” (right edge of the declivity or slope
of the hill). Both locate the same spot.
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since there is only one linga temple at
the location, as indicated, besides the
principal Ramesvara temple, it is obwvi-
ous that the “Sanksvara or “Sankaran=
enippa linga” temple is the same that is
now called as Amaré$vara temple, ad-
joining which is a Narasithha temple
with a life-size idol of god Narasimha,
which in all probability is the construc-
tion of Narasimha-sachiva, Sankarasa’s
brother.?

8. From Sankésvara to Amarésvara

In the course of time, while the
Gangesvara temple at KohaJh becomes
Sangamésvara temple, and the Narasi.mh
ésvara temple at Balligéri becomes
Basavanna temple, so also Sankesvara
changes to Amarésvara. But the histor-
ical forces behind this change are likely
to do different in each case. In our par-
ticular case of change in the name from

Sankesvara to Amaresvara, I would like
to explain it, with the help of an in-
scription from the nearby village Samkh
(Taluka Jath, District Sangli)® as folows.
This record belonging to the reign period
of Yadava Jaitrapala/Jaitugi II (1192-
1200 A.D.) refers, besides giving the
lincage of Sthanacharyas of Svayambhu
Ramgévara tirtha, “situated to the south

of Umbarani in the province of Karahada

- 40007, to one Amargsvara pandltadeva
of the same lineage. It was this
Amargsvara panidita who received the
grants for the benefit of god Manikcsvara
at Samkh and also was bestowed the
position of thc Sthanacharya of this tem-
ple, as detailed in the record. While
Sivasakti-pandita, Lokabharana pandita
and Chandrabharana-pandita are known
as pontiffs of the Rame&svara temple of
Ramatirth from the pubhshed records of
Ramatirth and Umarani,° it is from the
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Samkh record only that we come to know
that Amarcsvara pandita, described as
“Muniraja Kumara”, of Chandrabharana
‘bratindra’ in the record!i succeeded the
latter as the pontiff of the Ramgcsvara
temple at Ramatirtha. Hence it is a plau-
sible surmise that the name of linga in-
stalled by Sankarasa, in his own name,
might have got changed from Sankésvara
to Amaresvara because of its later-day
association with Amarcévara pandita,the
Sthanacharya of Ramésvara tirtha.

Though the record from Samkh has
more than one date for rccording the
various grants, the last one which refers
to Amarésvara pandita received gifts as
the pontiff of Manikésvara temple also
is not fully spelt out. It gives only the
cyclic year Ananda and other details viz,
Kartika §u.12, Monday. Without going
into the details of the earlicr dates so
as to link the above, we note that there
is surely a gap of 45 years between the
Kaohalli record of Sukla-satmvatsara and
the Sarkh record of Ananda-samvatsara,
within the same cycle of 60 years, w}uch
gives 1194 A.D. as the year of Sammkha
record that fits reign period of Yadava
Jaitrapala/Jaitugi II.

4. The tezt of the Inscription

The following is the text of the
record inscribed on the right pillar in
the Amar&svara temple written in Nagari
characters and in spoken Kannada lan-
guage of the arca, with the invocatory
portion in Sanskrit.

1. || St sravatmka-ganadhipaatyé na
2. || maha sri Ramésvaraya=namaha avighnam
3. || astu | namas=tunga $iras =sturnbi-

chandra-chama
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4. || ra charavé | trai = I6kya nagara = rambha
5. || mulastarbhaya Saibhaveé || 1 || Svasti sri

6. || npipa Salivahana Sake 1482 pravarta

7. || mane Raudri nama sarhva tsarada Asadha

8. || Suddha pafichami Sukravara divasa Sri
Rame

9. || $varana dakshina bhagadalli Jjirpavada sri

10. || devalyavanu Visvamitra-gotrada Benavara

11. || sana suta Appajinu praramb -havanu madi
Sra

12. || vapa Suddha shasthi Ravivara divasa
Jjirnoddha

13. || rava madi sri Amarésvara lirigana Chitrana

14. || kshatrada méle pratishthe madidanu || sri

|| sri ||

The record is dated in the year 1560
A.D. when Ali Adil Shah I (1558-1580
A.D.) was ruling from Bijapur and five
years later to this date the great Vi-
jayanagar empire fell to Ali in 1565 A.D.
It states that one Appaji, the son of Be-
navarasa of Vi§vamitra-gotra, started the
renovation of the temple, to the right
of Ramésévara (temple), referred to here
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as “Sri devalya” on Friday, the 28th
June and (after its completion) installed

Amargévara linga on Sunday, the 28th
July 1560 A.D.

While it difficult to identity the in-
dividual named Appiji, he seems, in all
probability, to be a revenue official of the
nearby village Kakamari, as the hered-
itary Kulkarpis of that vﬂlage came from
Vi$vamitra-gotra and Ramatirtha is al-
ways bracketed with Kakamari and is re-
ferred to as Kakamari- Ramatirtha, in
common parlance even today.

The above text, as read from my es-
tampage has some orthographic errors
such as Sukravara divasa and some typi-
cal colloquials such as :

Appajinu for Appajiyivanu;

Prarambhavanu madi for prarambhamadi or
prarambhisi; pratishthe madidanu for pratisthapane
madidanu < pratishthisidanu.

The above record is important for the
study of historical changes taking place
in the temple complex of this temple-
centered village which is fast dilapidating
and the temple losing its central impor-
tance in the village and neighbourhood.
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p, p. 56; No. 24, line 13-14, p. 90.
2.  Annigeri and Joshi, K.R.I,, Dharwad, 1961.
3. Op.cit., Nos. 13 and 24.

4. Papers presented at the 13th E.S.I. Conference at Patna in 1987 and the 14th Conference at Anantapur

in 1988.

5.  As read from my estampage.

6. A.R.Ep., 1953-54, No.174. As part of the date portion of the record is lost, Dr. P.B. Desai assigns
it to Vikramaditya VI, but Dr. B.R. Gopal notes that, on examination it refers to Kalachuri Bijjala
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II who also bore this title. Vide his Chalukyas of Kalyana and the Kalachuris, Karnataka University,
Dharwad, 1981, p. 384. The record contains two dates, however.

As read from my estampage.

That Narasirmhasachiva was fond of god Narasirhha, whose name he bore, is obvious not only from the
name Narasirhh@svara temple he constructed at Balligéri but also from another temple he constructed
in the same village for the god Tapdava Narasiimha, Girija, etc., as recorded in the Kohalli inscrip-
tion: “nalgam allangere=yallim dharmam=eseyalu chandrarka tararmbaram... devata=vasamam kshib-
biyaih tandava narasimha girija disadi dévarge tarh lalitam madisi Narashimha-sachivamp sat=kirtiyarh
taldidarm” - line3? et seq. as read from my estampage. This temple stands dilapidated today, even

again its conversion as a Virabhadra temple.
A.R.E.p, App 1940-41 E, No. 109.
Op.cit., Karnataka Inscriptions, Vol. II, Nos. 13, 14 and 24.

Line 68, as read from my estampage.



5. RE-EXAMINATION OF THE HISTORICAL CONTENTS OF THE
NAGARDHAN PLATES OF SVAMIRAJA AND THE RITHAPUR
GRANT OF NALA KING ARTHAPATI

A copper plate grant which was dis-
covercd at Nagardhan ncar Nagpur in
Maharastra Statc, was first edited by the
Late Dr. V.V. Mirashi in the Epigraphia
Indica! and subscquently in the Corpus
Inscriptionum Indicarum Vol IV, part -
112. The charter was issued by Nannaraja

with the conscnt and during the reign of

his eldcr brother Svamirdja. - The fam-
ily name of these chiefs is not recorded
in this grant, but the similarity of the
names of these chiefs with the names of
the Rashtrakiita chicfs mentioned in the
Multai, Tivarkhed and Sanglood grants
of Rashtrakiita Nannaraja Yuddhasura,
Mirashi trcated this Svamiraja as the
progenitor of the Rashtrakiitas of Vi-
darbha. He had proposed the gencalogy
of the Rashtrakiitas of Vidarbha as fol-
lows :

Svamiraja - (Nagardhan Plates)
Nannaraja - (Nagardhan Plates)
Durgargja - (Multai, Tivarkhed
& Sanglood plates)
Govindarjja - ("")
Svamikaraja - (")
Nannaraja ’
Yuddhasura - (")

While re-examining the Bhindon and
Khamkhed plates the present writer had
expresed doubts about the Rashtrakiita
lineage of Svamirija of the Nagard-
Lan Plates.* He had also suggested the
identification of Durgaraja, the great

grand father of Nannardja Yuddhasura

with his namesake who is mentioned
in the Bhindon and Khamkhed grants
as a subordinatc of Rashtrakiita Karka
Pratapashima, the grandfather of Dan-

H.S. Thosar
tidurga. In these grants also the fam-

ily name of Durgaraja was not men-

tioned, but the inference of the present
writer about his Rashtrakiita lincage was
substantiated by the recent discovery of
two copper plate grants of Durgaraja
who is described as a Rashtrakiita chief.®
These two copper plates also corrobo-
rated the doubt expressed by the present
writer about the Rashtrakiita lineage of
Svamirija of the Nagardhan plates, be-
cause according to Mirashi’s geneology,
Nannaraja of the Nagardhan plates was
the successor of Svamirija and the prede-
cessor of Durgarija; where as in the two
grants of Rashtrakiita Durgaraja quoted
above, he calls himself as the son of
Bappa. These facts undoubtedly prove
that Svamiraja and Nannaraja of the Na-
gardhan plates did not belong to any
branch of the Rashtrakiitas.

Sccondly though in all his grants,
Rashtrakiita Nannaraja Yuddhasura gives
his genealogy from his great grandfather
Durgaraja; he also claims that his king-
dom was his own creation. There is no
other evidence indicating the rule of any
Rashtrakiita chief in Vidarbha at a date
which is a century anterior to the reign
of Nannaraja Yuddhasura. So it is quite
certain that Svamiraja of the Nagardhan
plates was not at all a Rashtrakita chief.
Then to which family he belonged and
under whom he was governing the Vi-
darbha region ?

Dr. Mirashi has stated that he
was governing the Vidarbha province
as the subordinate of Krishnardja, the
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Kalachuri ruler of Mahishmati, because
in the Nagardhan plates Svamiraja has
been described as meditating at the
feet of Bhattaraka whom Mirashi has
identificd with Krishnaraja Kalachuri.
This viecw is also untenable, beccause

though Krishnardja’s name has been -

mentioned in his son’s grants, no char-
-ter of this king has been discovered so
far. The attribution of a coin named
‘Krishnarajariipyaka’ to this king is also
an infcrence which is yet to be corrobo-
rated by a positive evidence. It is further
to be noted that in his Abhona grant,

Shankiaragana Kalachuri (the son of
Krishnaraja) takes the credit of carving
his kingdom to himself.® So Krishnaraja
Kalachuri cannot be treated as the over-
lord of Svamirdja as there is no positive
evidence about his reign.

Dr.  Mirashi has interpreted the
term ‘Bhattaraka’ as meaning ‘a mas-
ter’ or ‘lord paramount’,which is also
not convincing. Since Svamiraja has
mentioned this name as the name of
his overlord, it must be a proper name
of a king or atleast his epithet or sec-
ond name. Bhattaraka was the second
name of the Nala king Arthapati, the
succcssor of Bhavadattavarman, who is
said to have conquered the Vidarbha re-
gion from the Vakatakas. This presump-
tion is based on the Rihapur plates of
the Nala king Bhavadattavarman.” In-
terestingly this charter was also actu-
ally issued by Arthapati and from the
same town of Nandivardhana from which
Svamiraja had issued his Nagardhan
plates under study. It shows that Nandi-
vardhana, which was the earstwhile royal
seat of the Vakatakas continucd to be
the provincial headquarters of this re-
gion under the Nalas. As the Nagardhan
grant has bcen issued from Nandivard-
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hana from which the Rihapur grant of
Nala Arthapati has been issued; it follows
that Swamirasraja was probably govering
this region as a subordinate of the Nalas.
In the Aihole inscription of Pulakesin-II,
the Nalas and the Mauryas of Konkan
have becn mentioned as the adversarics
of Kirtivarman - I8. This evidence con-
firms the Nala rule over Northern Deccan
during the later half of the sixth century
A.D. The Nagardhan plates under study
belong to the same period. Another fac-
tor of similarity between the Rithapur
plates of the Nalas and the Nagardhana
plates of Svamiraja is that in both these
grants the endowment was made by the
king when he had gone to Prayaga on a
pilgrimage. These evidences clearly show
that Svamiraja of the Nagardhan plates
was a vassal of the Nalas of Baster. If
this view is accepted, then we get a clue
to ascertain the ancenstry of Svamiraja.

Since the Nalas have been mentioned
as the arch enemies of the Chalukyas
of Badami in the latter’s charters,
Svamiraja, who was a subordinate chief
of the Nalas also must have clashed with
the Chalukyas. In this respect the ref-
erence in the Neériir grant of Chalukya
Mangalésa to Svamiraja Chalukya, as en-
emy slain by the former is significant.®

This Svamiraja Chalukya who was
killed by Mangalesa has not been sat-
isfactorily identified so far. He may be
identified with Svamirdja of the Nagard-
han plates on the basis of the following
points :

1. no other ruler having exactly the
same name, and belonging to the
last quarter of the sixth century
A.D. is known so far.

2. As Svamirdja of the Nagard-
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han plates was a subordinate of -

the Nalas, his clash with the
Chalukyas of Badami and his sub-
scquent death at the hands of
Mangalcsa is quite likely, because
he was ruling over the Vidarbha

rcgion which had witncssed raids
by the Chalukyas.

The Chalukya lincage of Svamiraja
has not been mentioned in the Na-
gardhan plates, but such a pos-
sibility cannot be ruled out; be-
cause a branch of the Chalukyas
was already ruling in south Gu-
jarat long before the foundation
of the Vatapi kingdom of the
Chalukyas.’® A Chalukya chief
Satyashraya is scen as ruling over
the Dhulia district of Khandesh
in Maharashtra as per the tes-
timony of the Pimpalner plates
dated 388 A.D.'! The recently
published Mehunbare inscription
mentions a Chalukiya family rul-
ing over the Khandesh-Vidarbha
region during the seventh century
A.D.2 Svamiraja of the Nagard-
han plates might be a member
of one of these branches of the
Chalukyas. It is further to be
noted that no other charter of this
Svamirija is available so far. It
‘shows that his rule came to an end

before the end of the sixth century
AD. :

In the Neériir grant Svamiraja, who
was slain by Mangalésa has been

described as a king. It shows that -

he was a ruler of a tertitory. The
Nagardhan plates were issucd af-
ter their approval by Svamiraja.
It follows that though a vassal,
Svamiraja was a ruler excercising
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the authority or issuing charters.
Scholars have tried to identify the
Svamiraja slain by Mangalesa, but
no contemporary chicf, with ex-
actly the same mname has been
shown, who was a ruling king.?
In these circumstances Svamiraja
of the Nagardhan plates can be
identified with his namesake of the
Neériir grant referred to above.

In the Neriir grant, Svamirija

‘Chalukya slain by Mangalcsa has

been mentioned alongwith another
adversary of the latter i.e. Bud-
dharaja Kalachuri. This indicates
that both of these adversaries of
Mangalesa were neighbours of each
other and were vanquished by the
Chalukya king in the same expe-
dition. The Abhona and Vadner
plates indicate that the Kalachuris
had extended their territory upto
the Nasik-Bhokardan region of
Maharashtra.!* The Rithapur and
Nagardhan plates show that the
Vidarbha region was not included
in the Kalachuri kingdom but was
the part of the Nala Kingdom.
Svamiraja of the Nagardhan plates
was thus the eastern neighbour
of Buddharija Kalachuri and so
both of these territories were prob-
ably invaded by Mangalcsa in the
same expedition as indicated by
the Nérir grant.

The date of the Nagardhan grant is
about 573 A.D. whereas the prob-
able date of the Neériir grant is be-
tween 590 and 600 A.D. The prob-
able dates of these grants also do
not militate against the identifica-
tion of Svamirdja of the Nagard-
han grant with his name sake of



22

the N@riir grant.

If this vicw is accepted, it will shed a
new light on the history of the northern
Dcccan during the post-Vakataka and
Prc-Chalukya period. It will also bring
to light some intcresting facts about the
history of the Vakatakas, the Nalas and
the Chalukyas of Badami, which were un-
known so far.

FRESH LIGHT ON THE END OF
VAKATAKAS AS GLEANED FROM
THE RITHAPUR GRANT

It is gencrally accepted that the rule
of both the branches of the Vakatakas
came to an cnd in the first half of the
sixth century A.D.¥ But so far it has not
been cstablished as to who was respon-
sible for the extinction of the Vakataka
power. According to some scholars the
Kalachuris of Mahishmati put an end
to the Vakataka power and occupied
their territory.’® Some scholars give this
credit to the Nalas, whercas others to the
Rashtrakiitas of Manapura.®

As far as the Rashtrakiitas of
Manapura are concerned, the possibil-
ity of a clash betwecen them and the
Vakatakas can not be ruled out. But
they cannot be held responsible for the
downfall of the Vakatakas. This credit

will have to be given to that ruling dy-

nasty which later on governed the ter-
ritory which was earlicr hcld by the
Vakatakas. The Kalachuris of Mahish-
mati governed the western part of the
erstwhile Vakataka kingdom as known
from the Abhona plates of Shankaragana,
but the Vidarbha rcgion of Maharash-
tra which formed the nucleus of the
Vakataka kingdom was necver under the
jurisdiction of the Kalachuris; though Mi-
rashi has stated like that, because no
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inscription of the Kalachuris was found
in the Vidarbha rcgion. On the other
hand the Rithapur grant undoubtedly
proves that following the fall of the
Viakatakas the Nalas of Bastar occu-
pied the Vidhrbha region and continued
to hold it till they were ousted by the
Chalukyas of Badami as known from the
Aihole inscription of Pulakesin-II.

The Rithapur copper plate grant thus
establishes the occupation of Vidarbha
by the Nalas, but most of the scholars
believe that it was before the reign of
the last king of the main branch of the
Vakatakas i.e. Prithviséna-II. It is also
pointed out that the latter ousted the
Nalas and re-established his power over
his ancestral kingdom as revealed from
his own inscriptions.!® This presumption
is due to the confusion about the ex-
act date and authorship of the Ritha-
pur grant, because at the beginning the
grant in question mentions the name of
Nala king Bhavattavarman, who has been
identified with Bhavadattavarman, the
first known king of the line of the Nalas
of Podagadh. But it was actually issued
by the Nala king Arthapati Bhattaraka
in his 12th regnal year for the benefit of
his own parents.

The exact relationship between Bhava-
dattavarman and Arthapati also is not
clear.  According to one suggestion,
Arthapati was the son and the successor
of Bhavadattavarman, whereas it is also
suggested that the latter was Arthapati’s
grandfather(Aryaka). The possibility of
Arthapati and Bhattarka as having been
the epithcts of Bhavadattavarman also
has been expressed.??

The Podhagadh inscription of Nala
king Skandavarman clearly states that
he was the son of Bhavdattavarman.?
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So the latter has to be trcated as the
grandfather of Arthapati Bhattaraka, be-
cause nowhcre Arthapati has been de-
scribed as the son of Bhavadattavarman.
The Podhagadh inscription clearly states
about thc rclationship betwcen Bhava-
dattavarman and Skandavarman so the
latter will have to be trcated as the fa-
ther of Arthapai. The termAryaka’ oc-
curing in the Rithapur grant in rela-
tion to Bhavattavarman also indicates
the same mcaning. It is thercfore quite
likcly that Bhavattavarman and Arthap-
ati Bhattaraka mentioned in the Ritha-
pur plates rcpresent the same person.
Arthapati was probably named after his
illustrious grandfather as per the then
current naming practice. It follows that
the Rijhapur grant was issucd when the
Nalas occupicd the Vakataka territory
during the rcign of Arthapati probably
after the end of the Vakataka rule.

This presumption is supported by
the following epigraphical similaritics be-
tween the Rithapur grant of Arthap-

ati and the Thelner plates of Vakataka

Harishcna,?? the last known king of the
Vakataka.

1. Besides much closeness in the lct-
ters of both these grants; the name
of Boppadécva is common in both.
In - the Thalner plates he is de-
scribed as a writer, in the Ritha-
pur plates he is the engraver. He
is probably the same person.

2.  Onc more stylistic common fac-
tor in these two grants is the
method of explaining the gencalog-
ical rclationship. For cxample,
in the Thalner plates Harishena
has been described as the grand-
son of the grandson of thec son
of Pravarascna-I. In the Rithapur

plates Boppadceva, the engraver is
described as the son’s son of Pad-
dopaddhyaya.

3. Another and the most important
point in support of the above pre-
sumption is the location of the
gifted village Kadambagirigrama
occuring in the Rithapur grant
of Nala Arthapati. The place
has been identified with Kalamb
in the Yeotmal district of Vi-
darbha which is situated in the
south-western part of the region
and which formed the part of the
Vashim branch of the Vakatakas.
Such a deep penetration of the
Nalas into western Vidarbha can-
not be expected prior to the reign
of Prithviséna-II. It is possible
only after the extinction of both
the branches.

Ifit is so, the Rithapur grant will have
to be assigned a date following the com-
plete extinction of the Vakatakas. It fol-
lows that both the Rithapur and the Na-
gardhan plates belong to the reign of the
Nala king Arthapati Bhattaraka who had
probably adopted the name of his grand-
father Bhavadattavarman.

The scquence of the clashes between
the Nalas and the Vakatakas, which ul-
timately brought an end to the latter’s
power can be worked out as under.

Dr. Ajay Mitra Shastri has
rightly pointed out that from the time
of Naréndraséna, the Nandivardhana
branch of the Vakitakas was attacked
from the west by their kins of Vashim and
from the east by the Nalas.? He has fur-
ther pointed out that due to this state
of affairs Prithviséna-II, the last mem-
ber of this branch had to rc-cstablish
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the position of his kingdom twice. The
Nala king Bhavadattravarman-I seems to
have invaded the Vakataka kingdom at
the end of Narendrascna’s reign from the
north-cast and occupicd some territory
on that border. This act was rctaliated
by Prithviséna by storming Pondhagadh,
the very royal scat of the Nalas. It was
rccovered and reorganized by Skandavar-
man, the son and successor of Bhavadat-
tavarman as known from the Podhagadh
inscription. The dynastic rivalry be-
tween Hariscna Vakataka of Basagulma
branch and Prithviséna-II of the main
branch was probably the case behind the
sccond clash which ultimatcly ended in
the extinction of the main branch and
its anncxation by Hariséna. Immedi-
atcly after that Arthapati Bhattaraka of
the Nalas invalded the Vakataka king-
dom and putting an end to Harsena’s
rule occupicd the whole Vidarbha region.
The Rithapur grant was probably issued
shortly after this incident.

Since the Nala capital was situated
far away in Baster, Arthapati Bhattarka
scems to have assigned the Vidarbha
kingdom to Svamirija of the Nagard-
han plates, who secems to have contin-

Notes & References :
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ued to administer it till the end of the
sixth century A.D. The Chalukyas of
Badami opened their attacks against the
Nalas right from the reign of Kirtivarman
I. Mangalcsa completed the task of the
conquest of the whole northern Decccan
by subduing Buddharaja Kalachuri and
by killing Svamiraja of the Nagardhan
plates. The Nalas were ousted from Vi-
darbha and henceforth the region passed
over to the Chalukyas of Badami, who
in turn assigned it to the Rashtrakiita
ancestors of Dantidurga as scen from
the Bhindon and Khamkhed plates of
Rashtrakita Karkka Pratapashila.

The present study thus sets aside
the uncertainty about the end of the
Viakatakas and brings to light the
fact that the Nalas had destroyed the
Viakataka power. Another fact revealed
by the present study is that, since the
Nalas had Nandivardhana as their ad-
ministrative headquarters; it scems that
it was the royal seat of the main branch
of the Vakatakas till its end. In the light
of this evidence the problem about the
capitals of this branch will have to be re-
viewed. ‘
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6. TIRUVIDANDAI INSCRIPTIONS - AN ASSESSMENT

Tiruvidandai in Chingleput taluk
and district is today an insignificant
hamlet situated about 40 Kms from
Madras on the Madras-Mamallapuram
road. This small village, howcver, houscs
an ancient Chdla temple prcscntly called
Nltyakalyal}aswamy Tiruvidandai or
Tiruvidavandai in inscriptions was onc
of the 108 Vaishnava divyadcsas of
Nalayiradivyaprabandham fixme. The Vaishnava
saint Tirumangai Alvar(8th century
A.D.)has sung a decad on this Lord.
The prescnce of an inscription of
Kannaradéva, thrce inscriptions of
Parthivéndravarman and onc of Uttama
Chala all on the base of the central shrine
establish the existence of this temple of
stone prior to the accession of Rajardja I.
Moreover, the temple retains all the carly
Chala featurcs and can be assigned at the
carlicst to 10th century A.D. However,
the exact time of its construction remains
to be a mattcer of conjecture, but that the
temple continucd to enjoy patronage can
be gleaned from the fact that gifts and
grants continuously flowed into the tem-
ple. This temple is replete with inscrip-
tions numbering 27!. These inscriptions
generally conveying gifts and grants high-
light two prcdominant pasition of this
temple and town in medieval days.

Tiruvidandai (Tiru-ida-véndai) as
the Goddess is scated on the left side of
Varadhamiirtti was a dévadina village
in Paduviir - nidu of Amiir-kottam?.
Subscquently, Rajadhiraja 1 attributed
the surname Kalyanapuran-gondachdla -
kottam? to the territorial dwlsmn of
Amur-kotfam :

Two processional images - Manavilap

Sathyabhama Madhava Rao.

perumal and Goddess Sri Bhattarakit
were gifted by two brothers of Taiyfir alias
Talaidayanapuram and a merchant of
Mayilarppil respectively.

Numecrous gifts and grants were cn-
dowed upon this temple. The tem-
ple town being situated on the coast-
line might have also had a rudimen-
tary docking yard for small ships as
a number of grants were bestowed
by merchants mostly sea-farers. A
number of such coastal towns and
ports find mention-they include Taiyiir
or Talaisayanapuram®, Innambir® (on
the mnorth bank of river Cauvery)
Purushéttamamangalam in Valluva -
nadu, a sub-division of Malai -
nidu’, Kadarparpalli in Malai-nadu?,
Kudungolir in Malai-nadu® Mayilarppil,
Tiruvorriyur'® and Alaiyiir in Chonadu'?.
However, other personages from inland
arcas have also contributed towards the
upkeep of the temple.

The gifts to the temple were made
mostly in gold, land and sheep, but the
stipulation was that the interest was not
to be paid in cash, but only in kind -
namely oil and ghee for burning the per-
petual lamp'! and paddy for feeding the
Brahmanas'?. Such a system of receiving
interest in kind might have been evolved
to minimize the financial transactions in-
volved.

This village boasted of both an ar and
a sabha. Infact in many instances the gifts
were jointly accepted and administered
by both the assemblies!’®. In almost all
cases as can be gleaned from inscriptions
the dr and the sabha acted as mediators be-
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tween the temple and the donors as the

gift was accepted by them.(unlike other

temples). This highlights the fact that
the money gifted was utilized not only
for tcmple purposcs but also for the up-
liftment of the village. However, the in-
terest accrued had to be rendered to the
temple. It is significant to note here that
the intcrest rcccived by the temple from
the ar or sabha was always uniform - One
uakku of ghce per day or ninety naj of ghee
per year though the gift of money varied
from thirty kaiju to fifteen kalnju®. Maybe
this practice was followed because the pu-
rity of gold varicd as the names given are
also differcnt??.

As the ar and sabla and not the temple
were transacting the financial matters of
the temple they were check-mated by the
presence of the Dhanmasana or court of jus-
tice which appcars to have been perma-
nently housed here. The court was also
nccessary since nearby ir’s and sabha’s also
accepted gifts and agreed to pay?!® inter-
cst to the temple at Tiruvidandai. When-
cver a default occurred with the ar or the
sabhd, they remitted the daily fine, always
paid in cash, at this place?. Irregularity
in supply was punished by a daily fine
to the Dhanmasana after producing undigai
and pattigai (bills of exchange). When-
ever, the court of justice decided to en-
quire into the non-payment of ducs then
in addition to the daily fine, one maijadi
of gold (fixed always) was to be remitted
to the king daily which was pooled back
into the temple treasury®. As such a
close watch might have been maintained

by the central revenue officials over their

local counterparts. In one instance, the
penalty on the default of paying interest
was 8 1 kapam to the Dhanmasana unlike the
usual 4 1 kapam. The centre by imposing
such strict injunctions on the local assem-
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blies totally prevented the misappropri-
ation of temple funds, though levy was
given by it to use the funds for the peo-
ple. The worship within the temple was
controlled and regulated by a committee
called (tiruuppdigai - variyam comprising of
certain sabha members). Thus, though the
ir and sabha actively participated in the
temple affairs by accepting the responsi-
bility of gifts and grants donted, it was
still thought pertinent of close the actual
temple affairs of the temple to outsides.

A standard measurc of paddy calculation®

was followed for the feeding of Brahmapas
Even in the feeding of Brahmanas a strict
vigil was maintained to prevent wastage.
It is also learnt that a Kalichchiiigan-madam
also existed in the area during the time
of Kulottunga I to feed Brahmapas®.

Despite the fact that numerous grants
were received from far and near, twclve
fishermen families (patthavankudi) were or-
dered by two offiers to pay a tax of 3th
Kdagju (from their monthly remittance)
per head conducting a festival called
Rajarajadévar tiruna®. They had to remit
the amount either by venturing out into
the sca or by weaving (nets). A monthly
tax was also imposed on the fishcrmen.
Hence, as of now certain nautical miles
from the shore might have becn declared
as imperial waters as otherwise the king
cannot levy tax.

The temple also stood as a guardian
angel in time of crises of its own folk as
can be attested to by the fact when the
temple under moral pressure, bid at a
public auction a piece of land of a tem-
ple women who was fined by a minister of
the Pandyas?. The naftar and urar forced
the temple to buy the required land as
both did not have money. The temple
bought the same by selling some gifted



28

jewels. This proved that liquid cash was
a scarce commodity with the temple (the
amount being mcrely 200 pay). This could
be corroborated further by stating that
the entire gifted finances of the temple
remainced only in the hands of the ar and
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7. KUDIKKADU IN PUDUKKOTTAI
INSCRIPTIONS - AN INTERPRETATION

Epigraphs of the erstwhile Pudukkaitai

state have scveral references to the term
Kudikkadu. This has been mentioned
in ncarly forty inscriptions. List of
the inscriptions in which the term
Kudikkadu occurs is given after the
tables. Generally it is found in the
context of land transactions by mcans
of assignment, donation and sale. The
term Kudikkadu in inscriptions is used
as a suffix attached to certain namecs,
collective or individual. Accordingly, it
can be classified into two types. The
precedence of the collective nouns such
as Sivabrahmanar, Tattan and Valaiyar
before the term Kudikkadu shows that
those Kudikkadu were the service tenure
holdings (Table 1). Likcwise, its
association with the proper nouns or
titles viz., Nadalvan, Araiyan, Péraiyan,
ctc., would show that some Kudikkadu
were owned individually (Table 2, 3).

In inscriptions it is introduced with -

a standard pharse i.c., Kudikkadu
Kulamum.! Tt gives the impression that
every Kudikkadu was located in close
proximity to the watcr resources. As
the sources do not cxplicitly speak of its
nature, an attempt has been made in this
paper to understand the rcal nature of
Kudikkadu and its significance for the
socio-economic history of the medicval
times. So far, no speccific study has
been made by scholars in this ficld. Mr.
Tirumlai refers to Kudikkadu as “occupied
holdings” or “occupiable arable land”.
But he did not discuss this term.?

The epigraphs utilised for the present
study give us some interesting information

K.R. Sankaran

regarding the physical features of Kudikkadu.

Kudikkadu is differently denoted in
epigraphs with the names ending in
Nalliir, Puram, Kulam and Mangalam3.
The earliest lithic evidence speaking of
Kudikkadu is available from Tiruvilankudi
in the reign of Rajaraja I. It is said
in the inscription that the sabha of
Vikramakésari-chaturvédimangalam sold
a Kudikkdadu to the temple located in
the same settlement. Before the sale,
Kudikkadu was in a bad condition due
to flooding. Tt is said that after the salc,
it was mnamed as Pastiranangainalliir.
Subsequently the officials naduvaga: and
Nadu-kankaninayagam demarcated and
parcelled out the Kudikkadu to some
persons who in rcturn were to render
some scrvices to the temple. Taxes
to be collected from this Kudikkadu
were also prescribed.t In another instance
in 1237 A.D. the @r body of Ollaiyiir
alias Madurai sold one Kudikkadu called
Madurantakapuram inclusive of tank
(kulam) and habitation site (nattam).
This Kudikkadu had to be sold to
pay tax arrcars to the tax collector
Achchuperra-(péralar)s. The occurrence
of the pharasc i.e., our Kudikkadu
(en+gal Kudikkadu) shows that it was
commonly owned. In the next case dated
in the 15th regnal ycar of Virapandya
the ar body of Vikramapandyanalliir in
Keraladinga-valanadu with the cocurrence
of a mudali official sold their common land
(ir-podu). This village otherwise known
as Pandiman Kudikkadu comprised tank
and its adjuncts, wet land, fallow land
and dry land®.

After the rise of padikaval authorities
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the allocation of Kudikkadu became a
very crucial political activity. In the ycar
1461 A.D. duc to some feuds between the
townships Tuvar and Popnamarapati,
the Urar of Ponnamarapati made a pact
with the Nattavar of a mncighbouring
locality, sccking their help against their
neighbouring village. According to this
agreement the Urar of Ponnamarapati
agreed to assign a Kudikkadu in their
parru as Tirunamattukkani (kapi in the
name of God). The assigned Kudikkadu
was known as Panajyamangalam. It
comprisced tank and its adjuncts (kulam
with Kulapparisu), well, dry land, etc.

From thc above dctails it is known
that udikkadu was diffcrently referred
to as nallar, puram, kulam and margalam,

Notes & References @
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in the contemporary records. It is also
clear that it included agricultural lands,
both wet and dry, water resources such
as tank (kulam) and well (kiparu) and
also habitation area (nattam). In short,
Kudikkidu was the arca of a settlement
with its agricultural fields.

But the question remains why the
scttlements in Pudukkottai area alone
were called as Kudikkadu. Perhaps this
area, lying, as it were, in a predominantly
dry zone, comprised mostly kadu (i.c.,
forest) and shrub. Once they were
reclaimed for cultivation and habitation
they secem to have been denoted as
kudikkadu in the scnse of “occupied
Forcst”.

1. Necarly ten times Kudikkadu is referred to in this way.
IPS Nos, :00; 281 ; 349 ; 360 ; 361 ; 383 ; 403 ; 541

Ibid 90 : Kudikkadu - kulam

Ibid 281 : Kudikkadu - kulamullaga
Ibid 349 : Kudikkattu-k kulamum
Ibid 360 : Kudikkadu - kulaminn
Ibid 361 : ” ”

Ibid 383 : ? ”

Ibid 403 : Kudikkattuk - kulamum
Ibid 541 : Kudikkadu - kulamum

2.

3. IPSNos.: 90;309;361;799
4, Ibid ., 90

5. Ibid ., 309

6. Ibid., 361

7.

Ivid ., 799

R. Tirumalai, Studics in Ancicnt Township of Pudukkottai, 1981, Madras, p.365
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Table - 1
COMMUNAL BASED KUDII{I{RDU

Inscription

Number Year Names of Kudikkadu
100 : 1038 Sivabrahmapar-Kudikkadu
331 1250 : Valaiyar - ”

383 1271 Tatta- ”

Kudikkadus were called after the Communities.
. Table - 2
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF KUDIKKADU

Inscription

Number vear Names of the holders
231 ’ ' 1228 ' Pattandi

281 ' 1228 Kiipan

319 o 1238 | ‘Talam Parar
325 - 1231 : Aru} Parar

360 ’ 1259 Kantanti

844 _1519 Yantaruvan

Kudikadus were called after the names of the owners.

TABLE -3
KUDIKKADUS OF THE LOCALITY LEVEL LEADERS AFTER WHOM

THEY WERE CALLED

Inscription

Nummher Year Names of the holders
390 ' ‘ 1237 V?rapégdiyax_l' P&aiyan
331 1250 Kangai Nadanlvan
343 , 1263 Kandar

354 1263 ‘ Sdiyadaraiyay

361 1259 Pantiman

439 ' Neduvayal Karampaiya
444 ‘ , 4 Pagaichavarkalappéraiyan
441 ' Manamik Kantan

List of the inscriptions in which the term Kudikkadu occurs :
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32
IPS No
90 - nimruveli apu per kivappadum kudikkadu

99 - kudutta trk-kudikkadu

100 - Sivabrahmanar kudikkadu _

309 - engal kudikkadu Maduréntégapurattai viu

312 - nattu pillai-velar kudikkadu

325 - aru} paar kudikkadu

331 - kangai naddva kudikkadu valaiyar kudikkadu

345 - asal kudikkadugal

334 - sdiyadaraiyan kudikkadu

361 - pandimay ku<‘,_1ikk§(,1u

366 - nayaniku

375 - parana

383 - tatta

386 - vira indhakudikkattuk kup peru naigcllai avadu

403 - ndadva kudikkattukkulamum vayalum pudar kudikkattkukkum naiijaik kudikkattuk kulattukku
malai saiya rasa kudikkattuk kukamum

421 - enga] kudikkadu saraivayal

439 - kudikkattp paru kulam karampaiyan kudikkadu’

440 - engal irsiluda kudikkattup paxum mapamik kantan kudikkattukku

444 - maamanikkap péraiyan kudikkattuch chevvaikku pakaichchavar kalap peraiyan kudikkattuk kulam

541 - séra velar k.u(,likkﬁt‘tuk kulamum

555 - ikkudikkadn

574 - ikkudikkattukku cllai avadu

579 - inda kudikkadu

681 - manikkan@ri matippar kudikkadu

715 - inda trgalil kudikkadu utpada

741 - peru nangellaikku vitta kudikkadu

817 - rasancrik kudikkadu | ‘

8§44 - varataruvy kudikkadu

903 - ikkudikkadu



8. CHOLA INSCRIPTIONS FROM RANGANATHA ROCK-CUT

CAVE TEMPLE, NAMAKKAL

In the ycar 1970 - 80 the south-
ern circle of Archacological Survey of
India, Madras, undertook some conscr-
vation works in the Ranganathasvamy
rock-cut cave temple at Namakkal which
among other repairs included removal of
certain accrctionary fcaturcs in the form
of masonry stcps and bascment which
conccaled the original rock-cut approach
flight of steps to the cave.! The original
steps with balustrade on cither side cut
into the mothcer rock was found to be en-
graved with two Tamil inscriptions, on
the outer facc of cach balustrade. Besides
these two inscriptions, a third inscription
was also brought to light on the wall of
the cave temple. These three inscriptions
form the subjcct of our study in this pa-

per.

These thrce Tamil inscriptions be-
long to the rcign period of Chdla king
Raja Rija and arec on palacographic
grounds assignable to 13th century A.D.
All the inscriptions are dated in one and
the same year viz., 21st regnal year of
Rajaraja III. The Christian equivalent of
the 21st regnal year of RaJaraJa I1T cor-
responds to 1237 AD.

The inscription cngraved on the left
balustrade rccords the grant of one ma of
wet land below the tank and to the north
of the sluice in the village Véttampadi
as  Tirumadaipallippuram to the deitics
Védanayaga Perumal and Smga Perumal
by Kutti Urali pﬂ]al Aran Irungdlan, a
Vettuvan ongj_r;ur Melseri situated towards
north of Kilakarai-Nadu. It also men-
tions 512 Kulis of land to the north of
the sluice mcasured by sixtcen feet span

*

L.K. Srintvasan

mecasure.

The inscription on the right balustrade
registers the order of the Sabhai grant-
ing 2ima of cultivable land below
the tank of Isama Mana Mapuram
as Tirumadatpallipuram for the deties
Védanayaga Perumal and Smgaperumal
for the merit of D@ Alappirandan
alias Mummudi Chdla Chakravarti, the
younger brother of Véttuvan Narkaveri
Nadalvan alias Narasiniga Dévan belong-
ing to the Pullai vettuvan community,
when he was in the hill of Tiruvaraikkal.
The lands thus given were measured -
by 40 x30 Kol for each tadi.  The
name of the chief is Angarayar who had
the title Mummadichela Chakravarti and
who is referred to as the brother of
Naradingadevar. The record was causcd
to be engraved on the hill Tiruvaraikkal.

The third inscription engraved on the
wall of the mandapa records the grant of
a ma and kani of land from the village
Séndamaﬁgalam after making it tax-free
(iraiyili) as Tirumadaipallipuram to the
dcities Védanayaga Perumal and Singa
Perumal at Tiruvaraikkal by V&ttuvan
Koman Irungdlan Kariyapperumal alias
Valangai Koman of Viralimalai in Arai-
Nadu on the westcrn side. The measure
uscd to assess the land is given as 16 ft
span. Out of the above lands gifted 120
kulis were cndowed by Angarayan.

All the threce inscriptions under
study refer to Véttuvar community. In
one of thc inscriptions a chief named
Angarayan figures as the brother of
Narasinga D&évan. This Angarayan
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had the titles Deési Alapirandan and
Mummudi cholachakravarti.  His elder
brother Narasinga D@van had assumecd
the titles Narkaveri Nadalvan and Valangai

Alapzrandan

It is wcll known that Valanigai is
one of the sccts which is represented in
a number of Chdla inscriptions. The
chief Angarayan belonging to the Pul-
lai Véttuvar community also figurcs in a
record of 30th ycar of Rijaraja III.3 In
this rccord he is stated to have conse-
crated the image of Védanayaga Perumal
and endowcd some lands for worship of
the deity.

Another chief who belongs to the
Véttuvan community is one Kutti Urali
Plllal Aran Irungclan. e is reforred to
as a resident of Arrur Mcmséri. The
third chief who rcprcscnts this commu-
nity is one Koman Irungslan Kariyappe-
rumal alias Valangai K6man. This chief
hails from Viralimalai in Arai-N adu.

In all the three inscriptions the land
gifts were made as Tirumadaippallippuram
to the tcmples of Védandyaga Perumal

and Smga Perumal. Tzrumadazpallzpuram
is a special scrvice that is very com-
monly referred to in ‘a number of Chsla
inscriptions. We hcar of the gifts of
land endowed as Tirumadaippallippuram
i.e., maintcnance of the temple kitchen.
In one of the inscriptions in this tecmple, a
certain Tribhuvana Chakravarti is stated
to have cndowed land for a similar pur-
pose. It also gives names of the benefi-
ciaries of the gift.

From among the placcs mentioned
in these inscriptions Véttampadi and
Sendama,ngalam can be identified respec-

tively with their namesake in Namakkal
Taluk. The place Viralimalai is the same
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as its +namcsake located on Trichy -
Pudukattai road.
TEXT OF THE INSCRIPTIONS

1. Inscription on right side balustrade of
or approach flight of steps leading to rock-cut
cave.

1 Svasti éri Tiru(thi) bu (bhu) vana

[ Chakravarttigal ]

2 Irajarajadévarku yandu 21 vadu A

3 [ ya |nattukkup - pillai Vettivan
Nar Kaveéri nadal -

4 van valangai Alappirandan ana
Narasinga Dévan - in ta -

5 mbi D&si Alappirandanana Mummdi
disclach - chakkravattiyam

6 Tiruvaraikkal tirumaliyilg tirtthamad
irrkkach-chi

7 [ di]1 sabhai uiigalukku nanraga
unga[ 1il |

8 V&danayagap-perumalukkun (kkum)
Singappe-ruma| lukkn ]

9 tirumadaippallip-puram &gach -
chiridu nilam - idavénum - e [nru]

10 nat[tu] Sabhai arulachchayya engal
Parril Isanami[ n Ja

11 [ ma3 ] puratil Kulakkil nir nilattu
iruma-araich-chey kina[ru |

12 $dluda nanku-ellaiyil oru tadiy=aga
narpadin ko -

13 lukku muppattiru- kol nilam
tiruvalikkal Nattit=Tiru -

14 varaikkal tirumalaiyilg kal vettik=
kuduttom
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15 Narasdingadévarum tambi Angari
yaram i- dharmma[ m ] chandradit

16  tavarai i- dharmmam kattan
[ éripadam *] engal talaimele
irakkuva -

17 1n vali €lachcham - oliyamal
aruvan.

2. Inscription on the left balusirade of ap-
proach flight of steps leading to rock-cut
caves

1 [ Svasti | én Ti[ribu]vanach-
chakkaravattigal Ira-

2 jarajadc[varkku ya]ndu 21vadu
kilkarai '

3 nattu vadalkarai * | Arriir Mélseri
Mulai V& -

4 ttuvan [ kutti ] dralipillai Aran
Irun go -

5 [lanen *] Veédanayagap - Pe-
rumalukkun (kkum) Singa -

6 [ppcru]malakkiim cnnir Véttampa

7 [ di ] .kulakkil nir nilattil

tirumadaip -

8 [ pal ]li - puram -aga wtta nilam
oru ma ip -

9 [nila] m-oru mavum pallattimbukku

vadakku pa - -

10 dinparu kalukku muppattiru -
kalal kuh a-

11  nniirr - orubat - irandukkum
tiruvalikkal -

12 nattik - kalavettik - kuduttén Kutti
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13 [rda] i Irungdlan - en - i - dharm-
mam katta -

14 n- adi en talaimgclé irakkuvan vali
elachcha -

15 m* oliyamal - aruvan.

3. Inscription on the wall of the rock-cut
cave

1 Svasti éri Tiribu(Tribhu)vanach-
chakka-

2  ravattigal Irasarisa (Irajaraja)
déva-

rkku yandu 21 Mel-
karai Arai-nattu Ivvir
Viralimalaiy Veéttuvan-
Koman Irungdlan Ka-

riyaperumal-ana Valangai

0w N O O b~ W

Komane [n | Tiruvaraikal Vedan-

9 ayaga-perumalukku Si[n]ga (Siﬁga)-
perumalu-

10 kkum enniir Séndumaﬁgalattu Va-
11 dakkil kulattil kalaniyil kilkarai

12 tirumadaipalli-puram aga pa[di] [n]
na[ru]

13 kalukku 32 kala
14 Ja 2 nila orumavu Angari[ya *|-
15 n-arulavitta Védanayaga-

16 .. vitta kuli ninrufyijrubat(u)
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17
18
19
20
21

ettu nal nilan=kaniyum 22
aga nila ma kaniyum i[rai] 23
yili aga chandiradittavarai- 24.
yum tiruvidaiyattam- 25.

aga viticn idu iran-

Notes & References :

1)
2)

3)
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gamal - kappan $i(Sri) padam
c[n] talai mel kon-
dcn [tam] irakkinava[n]-&-

]= cchcham-aguvan

Briefly reported in Indian Archacology - A Review 1980-81, pp. 144

May also be read as éanamanavirapuram,

SII., Vol.XXII, Part I, No. 9.



9. SIVAPURAM - A CHOLA TOWNSHIP

Sivapuram in $ripcrumbudur taluk of
Chengai-MGR district in Tamilnadu is
a small village locatcd 10 miles away
from Tiruvcllore on Tiruvecllore - Tirut-
tani road. Though pre-Chdla history
of the place is not known, in the
Pallava period the adjoining villages viz.,
Tllambayankdttir and Kiivam were visited
by the Saiva saints Tirujiana Samban-
dar, who composed hymns in praise of
Siva presiding there. In the Chala period

Sivapuram became an important centre
of socio-economic activitics in this arca.
This is very well attested by the presence
of lithic rccords dated since 1009 A.D.
(Rajaraja I) inscribed in a temple dedi-
cated to Siva.

Altogether 21 inscriptions assignable
to Rajaraja I (1), Rajendra I (17),
Rajadhiraja (1) and Jatavarman Sundara
Piandya (92) arc found in this temple.
Except oncel, the rest of the cpigraphs are
unpublished. During thec coursc of my
doctoral rescarch, I had the opportunity
to consult and collect the data on these
lithic records at the Chicef Epigraphist Of-
fice, ASI at Mysore.

The carliest cpigraph (1009 A.D.)
mentions this place as Urogadam? in
the administrative division of Purisai
nadu of Manavir-kottam in Jayangonda
chola-mandalam. It is only after 1020
A.D., the present name Sivapuram ap-
pears in the inscription®. Even today,
the village abutting Sivapuram is called
as Urdgadam. Probably the present
Sivapuram in thc first quarter of the 11th
century A.D. onght to have been a part
and parcel of Urdgadam. That is why

P.D. Balaji

the epigraph dated _1n 1009 A.D* men-
tions this place as Urogadam. Perhaps

the dedication of a Siva temple at this
place might have influenced in naming -

the place as Siva,puram(i.e., the abode of

Siva). In some lithic records the place is
also mentioned as Rajarajésvaram.®

TEMPLE : The temple has a plan
of east facing square sanctum, antardla,
ardhamandapa and mahamandapa. Above
the sanctum there is a beautiful ekatala
domical Vimana, all built of stone. On
the Vimana, Siva(east) Vishnu(west),
Brahma(north) and Dakshinamiirti (south)
arc depicted. On the four cordinal points
of the vimanatala, four squatted nandis
are carved out. The presiding deity Linga
is called as Mahadéva Adidasachand&évar
alias Rajarajésvaram Udaiyar. The
niches in the adhishthana are occupied by
Gancsa and Dakshinamurti on the south,
Lingodbhava on the west and Brahma
and Durga on the north. All these sculp-
tures could be dated contemporancous
with the main shrine.

The presence of pilasters having cut
corbel with triangular tenon like projec-
tion on the adhishthana wall and the de-
piction of a row of ganas on the uttiram
very well endorse the date of the temple
to the early Chola period. Since the earli-
est record is dated to 1009 A.D., the tem-
ple should have been built prior to 1009
A.D, possibly in the reign of Rajaraja I.
That is why the place and the presid-
ing deity in the temple were named re-
spectively after the builder of the edifice
as Rajarajcévaram and Rajaridjé§varam-
udaiyar. Hence, it could be presumed
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that the township had attaincd promi-
nence during rcign of Rajaraja 1.

INSCRIPTIONS :

The aforcsaid carlicst inscription of
1009 A.D.6, besides mentioning the previ-
ous grants madc to the temple, thercby
implying the cxistence of temple prior
to 1009 A.D., also rcgisters a salc of
land as dévadana iraiyili by the aravar of
Urdgadam in favour of the temple and
the remissioning of watcer tax on the do-
nated land. This implics the scarcity of
watcr in this arca.

Conscquently to get rid of the wa-
ter scarcity, the very next inscription?
unfolds thc mcasurcs taken out by the
township in 1019 AD. Accordingly Pudir
éri (lake) at $ivapuram was connccted by
a channcl with the river Palaru flowing
adjaccnt to the adjoining village Kiivam
also known as Tyagasamudranalliir in or-
der to get an incesant water flow. For this
purpose, the land mcant for digging the
channel within the boundary of the vil-
lage Kiivam was gifted 1o Sivapuram by
the Uravar of Kiivam as a gesture for so-
cial causc. This rcflects that the water
managcment rcached an advanced stage
ncarly 1000 ycars back.

Oil pressing industry was quite preva-
lIent and it was profecssed by a sct called
Sankarapadiyars® who instituted perpet-
ual lamps in the Rajarajcsvaram Udaiyar
temple. Similar mercantile develop-
ments coupled with royal patronage to
a smaller cxtent promoted Sivapura.m
and it is rcferred as dévadana nagaram of
Rajarajesvaram-udaiyar for the first time
in an cpigraph of Rajaraja I dated 1025
A.Do, '

It is pertinent to mention here that
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references to dévadana nagarams do not of-
ten occur in the lithic records. On the
scorc, Sivapuram assumecs greater impor-
tance as a dévandana nagaram.

Inscriptions disclose circulation of nu-
merous types of coins namely kalariju,
manjadi, pon, kasu, tulainiratkdsu and
Rajarajan kasu. The temple which was
managed by the tiruvunnaligai sabhai,
Sivathandaris and devakanmis under the
overall supervision of the village assem-
bly, too received many donations in the
form of gold, cash and kind. Since,
Rajaraja I was the author of the temple,
his son Rajéndra I also donated differ-
ent varieties of gold ornaments weighing
nearly 1000 kalarijus as furnished infral® to
the gods and goddesses in the temple in
his 6th (1018 A.D) and 7th (1019 A.D)
regnal ycars''. Likewise, in 1033 A.D®
a person donated 25 kalarju of gold to
fced five brahmanas, for chanting védas
in the temple, three times a day. Sim-
ilarly in 1038 A.D* tcn Rajardjan kasus
were donated for feeding one Sivayagi on
the occasion of making offerings to the
god every day. All these reflect the place
Sivapuram as an important religious and
commercial centre which drew the atten-
tion of large pilgrims including the mem-
bers of royal family.

The overall administrative control

over the township was with the managarattar.

It once sold out the ownership (kani)
rights over a nagara-kanakku-kani to Ayira
bhattan, the karanattan of Sivapuram-
nagaram in 1025 A.D.* Being a temple
enjoying royal patronage, it had in its
treasury, surplus moncy. It was suitably
invested with the other village assemblies
which were in need of financial assistance.
Records show, that in 1038 A.D six vil-
lage assemblics received money on loan
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from the Sivapuram temple on annual in-
tcrest basis. (i.e., padakku of paddy on
kasu per annum and 10 padakku of paddy
on kalariju of tulainirai pon per annum).

Thosc were: Mahasabha of Singalantaka

chaturvédimangalam - 100 kalefiju of
golds Mahasabha of Ko6ttur alias
Chalavichchadiva mangalam - 40 kalariju
of tulainiraipon'®,

Sabha of Maduramangalam - 100
kalariju of tulainiraipon”, Mahasabha of
Sivankiidal - 400 kasw'®, Mahasabha of
Perumbudiar - 500 kasu'®, Uravar of
Nirvéliir - 20 kalariju of pon?

Such a temple having vast financial
resources at its disposal had a good num-
ber of temple functionarics. On the ba-
sis of the data furnished in an cpigraph

Notes and References
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dated 1045 AD* its strength was around
63 and each of them was given padakku
paddy every week as remuneration. All

these testify Sivapumm as a hub of all
socio-economic activities in this micro re-
gion in the first half of the 11th century
A.D.

Soon after Rijadhiraja I, the town-
ship began to loose its patronage as no
records of the Cholas are found after 1045
A.D. Those found?? anterior to Chola
period are that of Jatavarman Sundara
Pandya, which are undated. As a result

of this, Sivapuram lost all its pomp and
glory and now relegated to the status of
an obscure hamlet. The temple that once
posscssed more than 1000 kalarijus of gold
and cherished under the Chaola patronage
stands now devoid of any worship.
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13. 1Ibid., 1961-62, No. 226
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19. 1Ibid., 1961-62, No. 231
20. Ibid., 1961-62, No. 232
21. Ibid., 1961-62, No. 234

22. Ibid., 1959-60, No. 289 and 290



10. ON THE PROBLEM OF THE VAISYA - AGRAHARA

In the whole range of Indian cpig-
raphy, the Chicacole copper plate grant
of Madhukamarnava! is the only record
where we come across the term Vaisya -
agrahara. It has now been belicved that
the agrahara was crcated in favour of the
Vaisyas and thus it is a ‘typical service
grant’. There is no denying that nu-
merous land grants wcre madc to scc-
ular assignees in diffcrent parts of In-
dia in ancient and medieval times. But
nowhere the term agrahara which is ordi-
narily used in the sense of rent-frec hold-
ings in favour of brahmanas is misuscd
for non-brahmana beneficiaries. This pe-
culiar problem of the record led me to re-
examine the original facsimile published
in JA.HR.S., VIII, Parts 2 & 3, 1933 -
34, pp. 180 - 82ff. Unfortunately the
published transcripts of the rccord are
full of mistakes and its correct interpre-
tation is yct to be made. In the following
discussion, I have made an attempt to
re-examinc the purport of the grant and
to resolve the misconceptions which have
long crcated an enigma among scholars,

The copper plate grant was issucd
during the reign of the Eastern Ganga
ruler maharajadhiraja Madhukamarnava, the
son of S1i Anantavarmadcva in the year
526 of the prospcrous and victorious
Gaflga era (Gaiga-varmsa-pravardhamana-vijaya-
rajya-samvatsara ankenapi 526-133), the  chris-
tian equivalent of which is 1024 A.D. The
charter refers to one Lakshmanaramadava

who was a subordinate chief ruling from

Chikhali- patanapura in Chikhali, The
object of the plates is stated in lincs 12-
16 which run as under :

1.12........ Srilakshmanaramadéva? Paduni

Subrata Kumar Acharya

grame

1.13 yasa Dantapura-vastavya Vaisyakula
vamsa Sri Maificha-nayaka ta -

1.14 sya sfinu® parama-maheés$vara-matapitr
padanudhyita Erapa-nayaka -

1.15 sya Padu* - grama Hondaravanto
Morakhino traya gra® sameta Vaisya a-

1.16 grahara kritva® sa-pradatam-iti"...........

C. Narayan Rao and R. Subba Rao
translated the above passage in the
following manner : “....... the glorious
Lakshmana Ramadéva, having made into
a Vaisyagrahara (gift of village to Vaisy-as or
traders) the three villages of Padugrama,
Hondaravado and Morakhino granted the
same to the illustrious Erapa-nayaka who
was the devout worshipper of the feet of
his parents and of god Mahésvara and
who was the son of the illustrious Mafichi
nayaka who belonged to the family of
Vaisyas or traders and was originally a
native of Padugrama but who was then
residing at Dantapura.”®

Basing on this translation, R.S.
Sharma suggested that the three vil-
lages together formed into a Vaisy-agrahara
and granted to a certain Erapa-niyaka,
the son of Maiichi-nayaka of the Vaisya
caste.? The nayaka suffix to the name of
the donce also led him to conclude that
the Vaisy-agrahara was created in favour of
Erapa-nayaka for his military service.1°

The passage quoted above is sugges-
tive of the fact that Erapa-nayaka could
cither be a military functionary (because
of the nayaka suffix) or a trader (be-
cause of the caste profession), but the ti-
tles evidently spell out his generous and
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religious bent of mind. Originally he
was a native of Paduni-grama but at
the time of the cxccution of the grant
he was residing at Dantapura. More-
over, the bibhakti tule in Erapa-nayakasya
in lincs 14-15 conveys the meaning that
Paduni-grama bclonged to him. The
three village, Paduni-grama along with
Hondaravanto and Morakhino, were com-
bined into one (VaiSya ?) agrahara with
its boundaries fixed on all sides and then
granted free of all taxes and hinderances
from government officers. The prefix-
ing of Vaisya to agrahara here is quite un-
intelligible. The word agrahara is gen-
erally applied to rent-frec holdings cre-
ated in favour of the rcligious bencfi-
clarics such as the brahamanas and the
term is obviously used in the sense of
running an educational foundation in a
village or villages. In the same way, a
rent-frce holding in the posscssion of a
deity is called as a dev-agrahara. - Land
grants to the sccular assignces are never
termed as agralaras. It appears to mind
that the word Vaisya precceding agrahara
in lines 15-16 is a pcrsonification of
Erapa-nayaka and the intended rcad-
ing should be sa-Vaisyah-agraharam -kritva-
sampradattanriti, mcaning thercby that the
particular Vai§ya (Erapa-nayaka) aftcr
créating the rent-free holding granted the
same. This emendation further makes us

bclieve that Erapa-nayaka was not the

donee but the donor of the grant. This
would be clcar from the second half of
line 32 which statcs that 150 rapyas or sil-
ver pieces were paid (datta-dedha- sata-rupya
150)." Dedha is a Prakrit word that mecans
one and a half. But the usc of the word
datta here is significant. The editors of
the copper plate grant are of the opinion,
“Probably, the sum was paid to the donee
as dakshina or cash which should usually
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accompany any gift in kind.”!? S.N. Ra-
jaguru has corrected it for deyam and be-
lieved that it was the annual rent fixed as
payable to the king. He further observed
that since the donee was not a brahmana,
he was not eligible to any danam, which
includes dakshipa, and that since the grant
was made to a Vai§ya by caste, it was
not freed from cessment.’® But the ex-
pression sarva-paida-vadha-vivarjitah In line 17
evidently points to the crcation of a rent-
free holding. D.C. Sircar corrected the
passage in the following manner: datu(h®)
dedha (dvyardha)-sata-ru(ra)pya(pyani) 15035 He
further suggested that 150 silver coins
were paid by the donee to the donor and
as such the charter recorded what actu-
ally a kraya-sasana or a sale deed.®® He too
believed that Erapa-nayaka was the real
donee who paid the price to the donor.
In fact, as has been suggested above,
Erapa-nayaka was not the donee but the
donor. Perhaps it was he who after pur-
chasing the land at the cost of 150 sil-
ver coins made a free-holding or agrahara.
Datta should, therfore, be emended for
datuh OT datta (already given or paid) and
not for deyar (should pay). Besides, 150
silver coins is too big an amount to be
demanded by the king from an agrahara
village. From the numerous kara-sisanas
of India we gather the information that
the annual rent demanded from the ben-
cficiarics of agrahara villages was usually
fixcd at a nominal rate. The amounts
mentioned in some records in this connec-
tion are 200 pagas'® (probably of cowries),
between 217 and 9% palas of silver, etc.
This was apparently much less than the
usual annual rent for a village.

In the records of the early medieval
period often we across the land grants
made by the persons of non-Brahmanic
communities to the learned brahmanas,
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the temple authoritics or some charita-
ble organisations for obtaining rcligions
merits.!® Since such a meritorious act in-
volved purchase of land or giving away
a part of onc’s own land, ordinary men
had no capacity to afford for these ac-
tivitics. Only vassals, chicftains, land-
lords and wecalthy merchants or mercan-
tile communitics were sometimes engaged
in such activitics. In this connection at-
tention may be drawn to a fcw contem-
porary chartcrs of Orissa.

The Soncpur plates of the Somavasi
king Janam&jaya 120 record the donation
of a tax-frec village to a mcrchant’s asso-
ciation known as Kamalavana Vapika Sthana.
It is very difficult to cxplain why the
king registered a tax-free village in favour
of a profit-making organisation such as
a mecrcantile guild. But the real inten-
tion of the grant is found in lincs 22-25
where it has been cxplicitly made clcar
that the said merchants’ association, af-
ter getting posscssion of the village be-
stowed the same on the temples of the
lord K&éava and the lord Aditya. It ap-

pears that the merchants’ association at

first purchased the village and then en-
dowed it to the temples.

The Orissa Muscum plates of Malarija
Necttabhanja?' supply the information
that thc king granted a portion of a
village, with its four boundarics fixcd,
to vanija Aichadataka. The purposc for
which the grant was made to a vapija or
a mcrchant is not stated. P.R. Srini-
vasan, thc cditor of the plates is of the
view, “As a grant to a vapija is quite un-
usual, this grant may have some rclation-
ship with the grant of the postscript.”??
In the postscript of the grant (lincs 37-
42), it has bcen mentioned that ten
patakas of land along with the land pre-
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viously granted in the same village were
granted to (the residents) of the self-same
Brahmapura (ésham=éva Brahmapurapim) oI
the occasion of the Purushottama-chakra-
pratishtha, i.e., at the time of the installa-
tion of chakra on the temple of god Pu-
rushGttama or the consecrction of the
temple. Srinivasan has rightly pointed
out that Brahmapura mentioned in the
postscript is obviously the brahmana
quarter of the grant village but erred
while he believed that the land was
granted by the king, and that was prob-
ably constituted the fees to the consecra-
tion. Since there is some relationship be-
tween the main grant and the postscript,
it scems to be more probable that Aicha-
data after rcceiving a portion of the vil-
lage from the king, granted the same to
the brahmanas of the village on the oc-
casion of the consecration of the tem-
ple. The rcal implication is probably for
the maintenance of the temple and the
brahmanas associated with it.

In both the grants referred to above
there is no mention of agrahara or
devagrahara even though they were granted
to the temple authorities by the mer-
chants or mercantile guilds. In the
Sincpur plates there is only the reference
to devakulabhyam-sasanikritya-pradattah in lincs
24-25 while the Orissa Muscum plates is
conspicuously silent about this. But the
purport of both the grants preclude the
possibility that they were no tax-paying
assignments.

The Chikkalavalasa plates of Vajra-
hasta I1I%® belonging to Saka 982
(1060 A.D.) registers the gift of a vil-
lage to a Vaisya named Mallaya-$reshthi.
D.C. Sircar, the cditor of the grant, rc-
marked that the donce obtained the vil-
lage from the king probably by purchasc.
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After having obtaincd the village, the
Vaisya Mallaya-éreshthi kept a part of
the village for himsclf and gave away
the rest as an agrahara to three hundred
brahmanas. This is madec clcar by the
concluding part of the rccord in lines 49-
56. Earlicr it was believed that the object
of the record was signifying the grant of
an agrahara village to Mallaya-s$reshthi, a
mcmber of the VaiSya community,?* but
latcr on it was observed that the epigraph
did not suggest the crcation of a Vaisya-

agrahara. 2%

The instances quoted above are not
many but they obviously point to an al-
together differcnt category of land grants
to the members of the Vaisya commu-
nity or to the mcrcantile guilds who were
obtaining the frce holdings not for their
own cnjoyment but in their own turn

crcating frce holdings, of course, with -

the permission of the king, for the tem-
ples and the brahmanas. The Chicacole
platcs of the time of Madhukamarnava
is such a grant where the Vaisya Erapa-
nayaka purchascd the villages at the cost
of 150 silver coins and gifted away the
same to some bencficiary. Now the ques-
tion arises, who was the rcal donece of
the grant ? In this conncction attention
may be drawn to linc 28 of the rccord
which contains the passage: satrasya-bhiimi-
muraya-sata-dvaya 200. 'This indicates that
200 murayas®® of land was sct apart for a
charitable institution. Similarly, in line
34 it is stated that 40 murayas of land
was given to the writer of the inscription
{Ickhakasya-bhami-muraya 40).

The word satra (sattra) in line 28 de-
scrves special attention. It means ‘a char-
itable fceding housc’ or an alms-housc
and sometimes uscd to indicate one of
the five malajaiias, usuallly called atithi. In
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the early copper plate grants sattra is often
associated with adhishthana (temple), matha
(a temple endowed with a monastery or
college) and vihara (monastery). In the
land endowments to these religious bod-
ies there is specific reference to sattra in
conjunction with bali-charu?” or bali-charu-
naivédya.?® The apparent object of such
donations was to meet the cost of the
oblations such as bali, charu and naivedya
as well as sattra from the revenue of the
donation land or village. In the Bhau-
makara copper plate grants of the ninth
century, sattra is usually associated with
kaupina-uttari-bhaishajya?®. The real intention
was to provide garments and medicine
to the mendicants, and food and cloth-
ing to the brahmana ascctics. What
is of real significance is the endowment
solely to a sattra or a charitable institu-
tion for its maintenance as has been given
in the purport of the Baloda plates of
Panduvamséi Tivaradéva.® It is stated in
the grant that the king at the request of
his son-in-law Nannardja granted a vil-
lage exempted from all taxes to a sat-
tra established at Bilvapadraka in order
to fced daily thirty brahmanas or other
men who happened to arrive and use
the alms-house.?! Although the grant was
only made to the sattra, the reference to
adhishthana in line 27 apparently suggests
its attachment to a temple.

On the analogy of the Baloda plates
it can be said that the Vaisya Erapa-
nayaka of the grant under discussion, af-
ter getting possession of the three vil-
lages set apart 200 murayas of land for the
maintecnance of an alms-house in order
to feed the brahmana ascetics and other
mendicants who were arriving and tak-
ing rest there. It is possible that the
alms-house was also providing garments
and medicines to the inmatcs. The non-
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mention of an adhishthina is justified in
view of its rcference to only agrahara in
lines 15-16. Moreover, although there is
no cxplicit mention of the donation to the
brahmanas, thc term agrahara dcfinitely
suggests that the said alms-housc was lo-
cated in a brahmana qnarter. There is,
therefore, every rcason to belicve that
the rent-free holding was created not in
favour of a member of the Vaisya commu-
nity, as has been supposed by scholars,
but in favour of an alms-house. This act
of picty no doubt involved the intention
to gain rcligious merit for the donor, for
his parcnts and rclatives, and if the old
convention is to be believed then the king
was also gctting a share of it.

To conclude, the grant under discus-
sion can ncver be considered as a ‘typ-
ical scrvice grant’. The refcrence to
Vaisya-agrahira should be correctly resolved
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and emecnded for sa-Vaisyah-agraharam- kritva-
sampradattanriti, thereby conveying the
scnse that the Vaisya Erapa-nayaka had
created an agrahara and granted it. The
agrahara was created in favour of a sattra
or an alms-house possibly in a brahmana
quarter. The grant further suggests that
it was not a rent-paying holding but a
rent-frce holding. It is also evident that
before registering the deed in favour of
an alms-house, the Vai§ya Erapa-nayaka
had purchased the three villages at the
cost of 150 silver coins. Hence, it can-
not be called as a pure sale deed, rather
it can come under a different category of
land grants known as ‘gift after purchase’
of which we have a number of examples in
ancient and medieval India. This secms
to be the most convincing interpretation
of the purport of the Chicacole copper-
plate grant of Madhukamarnava.

1.  G. Ramdas for the first time edited the inscription in the Journal of the Dihar and Orissa Research
Society, XVIIIL, pp. 272-95. C.Narayan Rao and R. Subba Rao re-edited it in the Journal of the Andhra
Historical Rescarch Society, VIII, pp. 168-70 and 180-82fF.

2.  Read Lakshmanarc amadeva.

3. Read sanul.

4. TRead Paduni.

5.  Read grama.

6. Read agrabarai kritva.

7. Read sampradattam-iti.

8. J.A.H.R.S, VIII, p.169.

9.  Indian Feudalism, Dellii, 1985 Repriut, p. 134.
10, Ibid., p.231.

11. J.A.HR.S., VIII, p.182.



ON THE PROBLEM OF TIIE VAISYA - AGRAHARA 45

12,

13,

14.

15.

16.

17,

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

29,

30.

31.

Ibid., p. 170.

Inscriptions of Orissa (c. 600-1100 A.D.), I1, Bhubaneswar, 1960, p. 177n.

Studics in the Dolitical and Administrative Systems in Ancient and Medieval India, Delhi, 1974, p.67.
Ibid.

E.I, XXX, pp.114-15.

N.N. Vasu, Archaeological Survey of Mayurbhanja, I, Calcutta, 1912, p.160.

Journal of the Asiatic Society éf Bengal, New Series, V, 1909, pp.348ff.

“According to an old convention, % of the religious merit accruing to the pious act of donation in such
cases would go to the purchaser of the land, i.e., the real donor of the grant, and -é— of it to the king
whose government alone could rcally create a rent-free holding”. D.C.Sircar,op. cit., p.3.

E.L, XXIII, pp. 248-5531T,
Ibid., XXXVII, pp. 263-68ff.
Ibid., p. 263.

Ibid., XXXIII, pp.141-46fT.
A.R.Ep., 1024-25, p.78.

E.I. XXXIII, p. 142n.

The word muraya is used for mcasurement of land as well as yield (grain) from it. Here, it is used as
bhami-muraya or land measurement, The mura (E.I, XXXIII, p.143) and muraja (Orissa Historical
Research Journal, VII, No. 2, p.84) found in other inscriptions also suggest the same meaning. However,
nothing definite is known about the extent of land indicated by this term.

E.I, XXVIII, p.329; XXIII, p.62; XXV, p. 195.
Ibid., XI, p.193; XXVII, p.324.

J.B.O.R.S., XVI, Pt.1, p.78; E.I, XXIX, p.218.
E.L, VII, pp.102-071L.

Ibid., p.104.



11. TWO EASTERN CHALUKYAN CHARTERS FROM

PEDDAPURAPPADU

A decade ago (1983), Dr. J. Dur-
gaprasad, Lecturer in History, U.S.R.
College, Ramachandrapuram, East Go-
davari District of Andhra Pradesh dis-
covered three sets of copper plates and
~ a single plate of this dynasty and pub-
lished one set in the Telugu journal
Bharati!, under the title s Vishamasid-
dhi Peddapurappadu Tamra Sdsanamu. The
genuineness of this charter, particularly
the seal, was quecstioned by Dr. P.V.
Parabrahma Sastry of Hyderabad in the
subsequent issuc of the same journal in
Telugu and followed by an English trans-
lation in the Dr. G.S. Gai Felicitation
Volume?. The left out two scts wcere
copied by me at the Andhra Pradesh
Sahitya Parishat Muscum, Govt. of
Andhra Pradesh, Kakinada where these
- two sets are deposited. Since these two
charters are not only issucd by succcssive
rulers but connects the rcligious preach-
ers of the period in qucstion, a general
study has been attecmpted by me with

the permission of Dircctor (Epigraphy), .

Archaeological Survey of India, Mysore.

The first charter is attributed to
the King Vishnuvarddhana II and is-
sued in the first regnal ycar of the
king and furnishes the linc of gencl-
ogy such as [Kubja] Vishnuvarddhana
I, Jayasimha, his son Indrabhattaraka

and Sii Vishnuvarddhana Pralayaditya.
It registers the gifts of the village Pat-
tipaka situated in Potupa vishaya to the
Jaina pontiff Kanaka nady&charya, prob-
ably for the maintenance of bali, vaisva and
navakarmma-saranas in the Jain temple con-
structed by the king for the merit of him-

C.A. Padmanabha Sastry

self.

Five charters of this King (Vishnu
varddhana II) are so far known to us.
They are Koneki grant (issued in the
30th regnal year of Jayavarman I i.e., 669
A.D.)3; The Reyiiru grant (2nd year);
the first set of Pantimiiku grant (3rd
year)®; the Pallivada grant (5th year)s,
the second set of Pantimiiku” and the
published Peddapurappadu grant® (both
are undated). Hence, the present charter
is the first charter issued by him.

While editing the Koneki grant
Sri H.K. Narasimhaswamy® states that
the ‘Koneki grant issued when he
(Vishnuvarddhana II) was associated
with Jayasimha I, probably at the end of
Jayasimha’s career i.e. 669 A.D. which
is equivalent to the 30th regnal year
of Jayasimha. Majority of the Eastern
Chalukyan grants assign 33 years rule
to Jayasimha I. In such case he must
have ruled till 672 A.D. and the 672
A.D. can be considered as the beginning
year of Vishnuvarddhana’s rule and he is-
sued present charter with full royal titles
which is significant.

The term nava karmma sarana mentioned
in the present charter is significant to the
history of Jainism. It is a well known
fact Kondakundacharyya of mala-saigha is
said to have written cighty four pahudas in
Prakrit and nine saraste.

They are 1) Samaya-sara, 2) Pravachans
sara 3) Pafichasti-sara, 4) Niyama-sara 5)
Rayana-sara 6) Ashtha pahuda 7) Baras-
anuvcka 8) Dasabukh-sara and 9) Miila-
chara. The term navakarma-sara of our in-
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scription indicatcs the above mecntioned
saras and it is significant to note that for
the first time we come across this term in
the inscription of Andhradcsa.

Of the tecrritorial divisions men-
tioned in this inscription, the Potupa~
vishaya is known to us for the first
time. The Kandyam Platcs of Danarnava
(970 A.D.)", the Pithapuram plates of

Virachdda (1102 A.D.)!2, the Sirnhachalam

inscrivtion (1178 A.D.)® rcfer to the
territorial division Pottapi-nadu or Pot-
tapi vishaya which gencrally comprise the
area covering the present Rajampet taluk
of Cuddapah District. But the present
PGtupa-vishaya can be safcly identified
with Pottapl-nandu vishaya-300 or Pot-
tapi nadu compriscs the present Pitha-
puram taluk of East Godavari District.
Since the place of find of the charter in
the East Godavari, identify it iss possible
to this territorial division with the above
mentioned arca.

Charter B.- The sct contains threce
plates strung togcther to a ring which is
soldercd to a high based scal. The scal
is in oval shape and the figurcs of Siirya
and Chandra arc carved above the ani-
mal varaha. An aikusa is carved in front
of the Varaha. The legend sri Vishamasiddhi
is cngraved horizontally on the scal.

The charter was issued by the
King Bhattaraka Mangi maharija, the
son of Prithivivallabha (.. prithivivallabha
namadheyasya putrina Bhattaraka Mangirajan...)
during his second rcgnal ycar, Jyéshtha,
Su.13, W edncsday (pravardhamana Vijayardjya
samvatsaré dvitiy¢ pravardhamana jéshtha masé
Sukla pakshé trayodasyam chandra dine...) It
records the gift of a land mcasur-
ing two nivarttanas to Jaina pontiff
kanakanadyacharya, the disciple of Gi-
hana ndyacharya, the follower of Au-

paniya and vriksha miila samgha at
the time of king’s initiation to Jaina
dharma. Gihananadyacharyya is said
to have rcsided in Puruchai nadu
in Dravila vishaya (..Aupaniya vriksha
mila samghéshu Dravila vishayé Puruchai nadu
gramamadhivasat Gihanandyacharyya sishyah and
Kanaka nadya=upadésa labdheéna...).

This is the first copper plate charter
mentioning Mangi as maharijan, whereas
other plates refer to him as Mangi-
yuvaraja. The second point is that
this is only earliest copper-plate char-
ter so far known referring to the Jaina
preceptors Gihana ndyacharya, who is
stated to have stationed at Puruchai-
nadu of Dravila-vishaya and to his dis-
ciple Kanakanandyacharya. Generally,
we come across Jaina epigraphical ref-
erences only from the period of Am-
mardja I i.e. Maliyapiindi copper plates,
wherein Ammarija renewed the grants
of Jaina basadis constructed by Vishnu
varadhana 1.

Dravila vishaya may be identified
with the area in and around Kaichi. If
this is acccpted, Puruchi-nadu may be
identified with the place name Purunai
near Kanchi.

Another important point to be noted
hcre is that the king issued this grant
when he stationed at the capital Kasimi
of Minuihbaka vishaya. We have a place
name called Kasimkéta in Pithapuram
taluk of East Godavari District. This
place kasimi of our record this can be
safely identified with Kasimi.

The Kadyam plates of Chalukya
Bhima!* mention two teritorial divisions.
Among them was Minabaka vishaya. The
identification of Minumbaka-vishaya was

not attempted by Dr. S.S.R. Murthy.
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Taking Kasimi as rijadhani into considera-
tion, we can say that Minumbaka vishaya
might have comprised the are in and
around of Kasimkota.

I Set
TEX T
FIRST PLATE, SECOND SIDE

1.  Svasti'¢ Vijayavati skandhavarat
éri mata saka(ka)la jagad-a -

2. Dbhishtha (shtha)ya Manavya sag5tranama

(nam) svami -

3. Mg(Ma)hascna pad-anudhyatanama
(nam) Kausiki vara prasada lab-

dha ra -

4. jyinama(m) Bhagavan=Narayana
prasida samasa(sa)[di]ta vara Va -

5. rahalanchchananam Asvamédha=
avabhritha snana pavitrikrita

6. vapushimma(m) Chalukyanam
kula jaladhi samudit - €éndu naya
- vinaya

7. wkrama[r*] jjita charu-bhiiri-kirttih
éri Vishnuvarddhana-mahiaraja [h]

SECOND PLATE, FIRST SIDE

8. tasy=atmajah éri Jayasimha val-

labha maharajah tat=priy-anujasya

PURABILEKHA PATRIKA
12. makuta tataghatit - ancka mani
kirana raga raiijita charana-yu -

13. galah(lah) parama brahmanyée(nya)
mata pitri pad = anudhyatah kali

14. timira nirasta k&t = 5dydtita prala
yo(ya)dityah éri Visha =

SECOND PLATE, SECOND SIDE

15. masiddhi maharajo(ha) Vriksha
miila Yapaniya gana tilaka -

sya bhagavatah Kanakanandya
charyyasya dharm&padésa naka

17. sumisthitaya jinalayaya bhagavata
mahité mahaba -

18. livai$va déva navakarmma sa(sd)ra
n&tri sva dharmma(mma)bhivriddha

[ve]

19. [P&tupa] vishay€ elinadyat pirvva
ta Jémani

r uva grama
20. [da]kshiog Na

1  puru gro(grd)mat paschime
Inté

r u gramat

21. uttaré &shana(im) madhye Pat-
tipoka gramat datam[—]

9. tyagdds(d-a)ryya- gom(gom)bhiryya THIRD PLATE

kantyadi guna ganalamkrita sarirasya

sva -

10. vikram-akranta mahimandalasy =

€éndra samana vikramasy = Endra

bha -

11. ttarakasya priya tanayah sv-asi

dharan = amita-ripu-nripati -

22. dakaraniya ita

h para- $a bhiita rajya rajabhir
= paripa

23. latavyam atra vyasagitah [||+]
Bahubhir vvasudha datta
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24. bahubhisch - anupalita yasya yasya
yadha bhiimih tasya tasya

25. tadhi phalam [||+] Sva puta chhatra
g6 vipra palayd

26.  kshitta(t- u)pasth1 nima ydgati
soha bhimi ... sa

27. sanamkitam []+] Ayam dharmma
pradhama varsham paripalitani

28. Anati svamukham-ubhaya-gana
rakshitavyam $rif||x]

IT Set
TEXTY
FIRST PLATE, SECOND SIDE
1. Svasti? [}4] $11 Vijayaskandha(a)

varat srimatda Manavya sagotranam
Hariti putranam Matrigana pa -

2. ripalitanam Bhagavan = Narayana

prasida samasadita varaha lamchchan

= eksha[na*] vasikrit = & -

3.  éesha mahimandaflanam*] asva
médh Aavabhritha snana pavitri
kru(kri)ta gotranam Chalukyanam

4. kulam = alamkarishndr =ntka
samara- saha,sa(s-_ )valabdha vi-
jayasya ér1 Vishnuvarddhana -

5. maharidjasya pautrah Srimad =
Ind[r*]a bhattiraka maharajasya
priya tanayah pravarddhamana -

6. pratdpopanata samasta samanta
mandalah Manvadi pranita dhar-
mma $astra pracharita vriddhih

SECOND PLATE, FIRST SIDE

7. Yudhishthira iva satya sandhah

10.

11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Brihaspatir = iva namajiah Ma-
nur = iva ... jiah mata pitri

pad = anudhyatah éri Vishnuvarddhana
maharajah [Mu]dini gramau . . vi
Iokasya prithivi -

vallabha namadh€yasya putrind(tro)
Bhattaraka Mangirajah Pontikaly

= aupani -

ya vriksha mila samgha (ghg)
shu Dravila vishay& Puruchainadu
gramam - adhivasat

Gihanandyacharyyasya $ishyah
Kanakanandya upadésa-labdhéna
vijnap ith-éva -

m = ajiapayati Minumbaka
vishay€e Kisimi-nama rajadhanyam
= adhivasat -

SECOND PLATE, SECOND SIDE

saparirajapura viditam = astu vo
pravarddhamana vijaya-rajya-samvatsarc

dvitiyé pravarddhamana Jyeshtha
maseé sukla pa -

kshé traysdasyam chandra-ding
Kavi alambuksh&tra mnivarttana
dvayam asya kshétrasya pa -

. kam
. tasya

rvvatah totakshetrancha .
sahasra vriksha vardhana .
sima chihna -

ni!8 pirvvandakshina Vihajarakiita
kshétram paschiméka-simarm
uttaré brahmalni]ya

bhattaraka Nafnichi viharaya aghataya
ya nama asmat = punya = ayur
ardogya yas = bhivriddhaye
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THIRD PLATE, FIRST SIDE .
19.

20.

21.

PURABILEKHA PATRIKA

(Lines 22 to 24 are completely

erased)
sa[rvva]kara parihari kritya gokaraniya
Ajiiapti Sedafrjma THIRD PLATE, SECOND SIDE
Baha(hu)vir[bhir] = vasudhi datta 25. . pu(pu)rvva sima Sorivada
bahu bhisch = anupalitd yasya dakshma-mma va .
yasya yadah-bhiimis = tasya tasya . _ - _
tadha-phalam 26. paschima nagaruvuh uttara-sima.
. po -

shasthivarsha sahasrani _svargge

mbdatim bhiimi-danah]| *] Akshcpta 27. ka[vi]velupu . . .

ch = anumanta-cha
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From the inked impressions.

+ A spiral design is carved at the beginning of the line,

From the inked impressions.

Read : Chihmani,

G.S. Gai Felicitation



12. AN INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM FOR TAMIL

INSCRIPTIONS

Computers have been increcasingly
used in archacology, particularly in epi-
graphical rescarch. A few projects link-
ing epigraphy with the latest computer
technology have becen proposed and im-
plemented with a fairly high dcgree of
success at the Dcpartment of Statistics,
Madras Christian College. Inspired and
led by the late Prof. Gift Siromoncy,
the department has done pioncering work
in developing computer methods for the
study of ancient Tamil scripts and the In-
dus script (Siromoney, 1975 ; Siromoncy
et al., 1979, 1980, 1983w ; Huq, 1988).
In continuation of the work done so far,
we have taken up a major project funded
by the Department of Science and Tech-
nology, Government of India. As a part
of it, we propose to develop an automatic
information retricval system for Tamil in-
scriptions which can be effectively nsed
by epigraphists and historians as well
(Chandrasekaran et al., 1993).

Scholars have made attempts to study
Tamil inscriptions in order to reconstruct
history (Sethuraman, 1987) and to un-
derstand the socio-economic conditions
of the people of our region (Karashima
and Subbarayalu, 1976). Studics such as
these are possible only if information on
inscriptions is readily available. In spite
of the best efforts by epigraphists, only
a fraction of inscriptions has been pub-
lished and even the published inscriptions
are not available in a ready-to-use form
which is easily accessible.

What is nceded immediately to obvi-
ate the difficulty in assessing the required
information quickly is an efficient com-

M Chandrasckaran, S Govindaraju & Abdul Hugq

puter system to preserve the details re-
garding inscriptions. It is but only the
first step in this direction, since a scholar
who wishes to make use of the system
can not be expected to know about its
structure and the other technical dectails
pertaining to it. The area of informa-
tion storage and retrieval, which is cur-
rently popular in computer science, has
proved valuable in many fields, espe-
cially business and commerce. It is pos-
sible to harness these database manage-
ment techniques to serve the purpose of
epigraphists. In this paper, we report
about an attempt that has been made in
this direction.

On the basis of three published vol-
umes of Tamil Nadu State Department
of Archacology (Nagaswamy, 1978 ; Na-
gaswamy and Padmavathy 1979), we
have collected material pertaining to a
small corpus of inscriptions. The de-
tails considered include taluk, village, dy-
nasty, name of the king, regnal year, pe-
riod, location and the number of lines in
the inscription. In all, thirteen factors
have been selected initially. With this
database, a software system has been de-
veloped in Foxbase. To benefit from the
system, the user does not have to know
about computers. Appropriate instruc-
tions at every step will help him to get
the required information.

A few examples may bring out the ba-
sic features of the system. A researcher
may wish to know the villages where the
inscriptions of Kulottunga I have been
found. Another researcher may be inter-
ested in determining whecre, in the vil-
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lage of Achutamangalam, tenth century
inscriptions have been found. A third re-
scarcher may be in nced of information
on the names of kings and the village
Narimanam. A few keystrokes will get
them the answers that they arc looking
for.

It is no order at this point to de-
scribe how our system forms the queries.
It requires an explanation about variable
factors and conditions. When we query,
“What arc the villages where Kulgttunga
I inscriptions have been discovered 77, we
specify the name of the king and ask for
the name of cach village with at lecast
one KulGttunga I inscription in it. By
specifying the name of a particular king,
we impose a condition. Since we ask
for information on villages, “village” be-
comcs a variable factor. To put it simply,
what we know at the time of the query
forms the condition, while what we scck
to know constitutes a variable factor. In
the second query - that is, “Where have
the tenth century inscriptions been found
in Achutamangalam ? ” - we ask for the
location, given the period and the vil-
lage. Thus, period and village provide
the condition while the location becomes
the variable factor.

The system will ask the uscr to iden-
tify the variable factors and spccify the

Notcs & References :
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conditions. In this process, he will re-
ceive help from the system itself. In
other words, the system is menu-driven
and user-friendly. Thus, he will not have
any difficulty in using it. Apart from the
case of use, another feature is the speed.
Queries will be answered in a matter of
seconds.

What we have devcloped is the pro-
totype of a system that will prove useful
to epigraphists. It will relieve them of
tedious clerical work, constant search for
books and a time-consuming process of
search. Currently, our database contains
about three hundred inscriptions and
our systcm can handle several types of
queries. We propose to extend its scope
by including more factors like technical
terms and personal names. Feedback
from scholars attending the Congress will
help us to perfect the system which will,
in its final form, include information on
unpublished inscriptions as well.
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13. KAKKALOUR INSCRIPTION OF PARAKESARIVARMAN

Kakkaldr is in Tiruvallur taluk of
Chingleput district. An inscribed stone
with a sculpture of a warrior on its back
set up behind the Afijangya ! temple was
discovered. This incription is cdited here
on account of its intcresting nature. We
do not have any other epigraph or other
antiquities in the village except this soli-
tary inscription.

This inscription is engraved in Tamil
language and characters. Meaning of cer-
tain passages in the text are not clear
as they are not correctly engraved. It is
dated in the sixth regnal year of a king
who bore the title Parakésarivarman. It
statcs that a person Valluvan Kaliviriya
Muttaraiyan of Kakkalir, who was in
the service of (sevagam) of the scnior men
(perumakka]) of that village lost his life
while fighting against the robbers. It
is said that when the robbers swarmed
the village he bravcly fought against
them and dicd. The «1bha made a grant
of land kalippatti with its appurtenances
(manaippadappai) and also a share in the tax
collected towards providing protcction to
the village (padikaval) to the son of the
deceased who was also called Kaliviriya
Muttaraiyan.

This record on the grounds of
palacography has been assigned to tenth
century A.D2  Especially the test let-
ters like ka, ta, ra, na, etc., point to
tenth century as the style of writ-
ing. Hence, this rccord may be as-
signed to the Chsla king Parantaka
I (907 - 55 A.D.), who was called
both Parakésarivarma® and Madiraikopdakop-
Parakésarivarmay® in his inscriptions. The
availability of

S. Swaminathan

Parantaka I's records in this region® also
supports the above identification.

The person who was killed in this en-
counter in all likelihood must be a sen-
try entrusted with the task of protecting
the arca from robbers. The warrior por-
trayed in this hero-stone may be taken to
represcnt this person. His name is given
as Valluvan Kaliviriya Muttaraiyan. It
is not known whether Valluvan was his
caste name or professional name. If it
is taken to be his caste name, then the
other term Muttaraiysn might be a title be-
stowed on him. If it is his professional
name, he might be a Muttaraiyar chief
whose identity is not known. Tamil liter-
ature informs® us that a Valluvan was a
herald announcing the royal decree and
proclamations to the public by sitting
on the back of an elephant. It is pos-
sible that the hero of this inscription
might have discharged similar functions
apart from affording protection to the vil-
lage. The second term Kaliviriya means one
who vanquishes wickedness (Kali). If this
record is assigned to Parantaka Chala I,
the latter king might possess this title,
Kaliviriyan. However, it is not certain
how Parantaka I came to possess the ti-
tle Kaliviriya, because in Tamil epigraphy
the Kalabhras who ruled over the Tamil
country in the early centuries of the
Christian era (100-400 A.D.) are called
Kali kingsS on account of their evil and
wicked ways. Parantaka I was far re-
moved from the time of the Kalabhras
and only the first ruler of the second
Pandyan empire Kadunksn(570 A.D.)
dcfcated the Kalabhras® and rescued the
Tamil country.



KAKKALUR INSCRIPTION OF PARAKESARIVARMAN

As statcd above the identity of this
person Valluvan Kaliviriya Muttaraiyan
is not known. An inscription® of
~ Parantaka I datcd in his 19th regnal
year (926 A.D.) from Pallikondai, North
Arcot district rcfers to the construc-
tion of an ardhamandapa to a Siva tcm-
ple by one Karuvili Muttaraiyan. It
is not known whether the latter per-
son, Karuvili Muttaraiyan and the per-
son of the inscription examination here

Kaliviriya Muttaraiyan are one and not

same or diffcrent.

The group robber who raided the vil-
lage is called as alaikkaJlar. Alai denotes
‘a cave or a cavern in a rock in the
mountain’®, Perhaps these robbers came
from such rocky mountains which are
found in this arca.

It is mentioned in the inscription un-
der study that his son also borc the same
name Kaliviriya Muttaraiyan and that he
was granted land as Kalippatti. It is a rare
occurrence and has not been met with
before. Kali means battle, war, wicked-
ness, calamity, etc!l. Hence, Kalippatti
denotes ‘land (patti) donated to a per-
son who fell fighting against the rob-
bers’. Therefore, the land donated to
his son is called Kalippatti The latter
term is analogous with nettalpatti found
in the early records.’? In this context an
inscription of Parantaka I'* (935 A.D.)
from Periyavarikkam, Gudiyattam taluk,
. North Arcot district descrves our atten-
tion. This record statcs that a grant of
five hundred kdj of land was made as
nettalpatti by the assembly of Varikkayam
alias Chandradityamangalam to the wifc
and children of a certain SAmanayagan
Sattan Talj, a close attcndant of
Rajakésaripanma Bhattakésari who took
part in the skirmish while recovering cat-
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tle and died.

Another interesting aspect of this in-
scription is a reference made to the tax
term padikaval. Perhaps this is one of
the earliest references to this term.* An
inscription!® of Rajaraja I (995 A.D.)
from Tindivanam refers to a piece of
land as padikkappanpatti. Perhaps this land
might have been earmarked for the liveli-
hood of a person who protects the village.
However references to this tax term in the
early records are rare.

It is not stated whether the son of
the deceased was given the job of provid-
ing protection to the village. But as he
was given a share in the padikaval tax and
also a house to dwell in it is not impos-
sible to suggest that he might have also
been given the job. Hence, we may hold
kalippatti was a service tenure.

TEXT

1.  [Svasti éri] Parakésaripan -

2.  marku yandu aravadu K3 -
3.  [k]kaliir(ruk) kul Valluvan
4. [Kalliviriya Muttaraiyan i -
5. vviirpperumakkalukku ch

6. chévagam ponina perumat
7. t=alaikkallar valaittu

8. dukka. kollaippuga ot -

9. ninru kallarodun pin

10. n vagapperumakkal mun -
11. bu nan nirka 6tten-enru

12. pattan [1*] Ivan magann Kalivi -
13. riya Muttaraiyanukku in -
14. Kalippatti nilamum manai -
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15.

16.
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yum manaip-[padap]pum padiki 17. kkilum vachchsm

[Va*] - 18. sabhaiysm [||*]
[lil] oru kiigu &ga nam [ka)...
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14. TEMPLE AS A PROMOTER OF AGRICULTURE : A STUDY ON
LAND GRANTS OF SIMHACHALAM

Simhachalam, a well-known Vaishnava

shrine is located on a hill near the
village of Adivivaramu, which is at a
distance of 15 kms to the north of
Visakhapatnam, the principal port city
of Andhra Pradesh. The presiding de-
ity of the temple is Varahanarasimha, the
fourth incarnation of Vishnu.

The present paper is bascd mainly
on the epigraphical wealth found in the
temple complex and all these inscriptions
were published in volume VI of the series
of the South Indian Inscriptions. There
are in all 525 incriptions pertaining to the
temple of Simhachalam. The carliest in-
scription is dated 1087 A.D., and bclongs
to the 11th regnal year of the Chalukya-
Chdla king Kulottunga It. The latest in-
scription of the temple, dated 1798 A.D.,
registers the gift made by Chengalvaraya.
of Gode family?.

Inscriptions of this long period of
more than 700 years ranging in dates
from 11th to 18th centuries, contain nu-
merous instances of a variety of gifts
made by kings, queens, chiefs, their fam-
ily members, ministers, merchants, the
rich and the common people. Of all the
gifts, gifts of land is considered to be
the most meritorious. Obviously, it is
a permanent source of income. During

the period under review the temple re-

ceived lands for various purposes such
as for maintaining various scrvices insti-
tuted by the donor like the food offerings,
celebration of festivals and other scrvices
to the God. Land was also gifted to the
temple for maintaining its cattle wealth,
for raising gardens, and for the cultiva-
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tion of various crops required to the tem-
ple.

As evidenced by the inscriptions, the
Simhhachalam temple was the biggest
land owner and occupied a very impor-

- tant place in the agrarian economy of

the region. The inscriptions also reveal
that the temple became very strong by
land edowments made over the centuries.
Right from the Chalukya-Chdlas, this
temple had considerable landed property.
Both royal benefaction and patronage
took the form of land grants.

The temple acquired lands around the
hill on which it is built as a result of the
endowments instituted by the devotees.
Early inscriptions invariably refer to the
acquisition of the land near the tank at
Adivivaramu. The earliest inscription
of the temple, dated 1087 A.D., men-
tions that a merchant of Penugonda pur-
chased the land near the tank and made
it over to the treasury of the temples. In
course of time even the lands or villages
in distant provinces like Jantaru-nadu¢,
Kailayampiidi®, Bobbilié, Tengada’, Ve-
lanadu®, Potniiru® and Odyadesal® were
granted to the temple. A number of in-
scriptions in the temple belonging to the
13th, the 14th and the 15th centuries
record the endowment of land to the
temple for several purposes. Sometimes
whole villages and at other times portions
of villages or some plots of land, either ir-
rigated or unirrigated were gifted. How-
ever, from the inscriptions, it is evident
that the landed property increased con-
siderably during the rcign of the East-
ern Gangas and the Gajapatis. Accord-
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ing to the Narasihha sataka of Gogulpati
Kirmanatha Kavi, 865 acrcs of land was
under the control of the tcmple at the
beginning of the 16th century!!.

The inscriptions of the temple com-
plex give us a mine of information regard-
ing the types of land. The lands granted
to the temple may be classified into
Jalakshetramu?, metta-bhiimi'®, udupu-bhiamild,
chavuka-bhiumil® and tonta-gattu'®. Jalakshctramu
indicates wct land. This is the most
fertile land and fit for continuous culti-
vation. Mectta-bhimi rcfers to high land.
This was cultivated through lift irriga-
tion. Most probably this was used for
growing dry crops like maize, black-gram,
green-gram, ragi, ctc. In some of the in-
scriptions it is recorded that the metta-
bhimi was donatcd for the maintenance
of the cattle. This undoubtedly indicates
that it served the purpose of grazing the
cattle. In modern terms it is called as
bafjaru-bhimi or fallow land. Vudupu-bhani
indicated land under cultivation. This
invariably applies to wet land. Even
in modern times, particularly in Coastal
Andhra, this type of description of land
is in common use. The other type of land
that is refcrred to in the grants as chavuta-
bhami. Sometimes it is referred as chavuka-
bhami.
soil. This is not fertile but grass used
to grow a plenty on it. Thus, like the
metta-bhami this might have been used for
providing grass to the cattle. This ref-
erence to tonta-gattu refers to garden land.
Very often gardens bearing fruits, flow-
ers, and various typcs of sacred plants,
like tulasi, were giftcd to the temple. The
fruit, uhe flowers and the leaves of these
sacred plants were uscd as part of the of-
fering to the deity.

The inscriptions give us many dctails

This is in reference to its saline -
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of endowments of land and money by var-
ious donors. They also reveal in detail
the mode of the utilisation of land and
the money. As evidenced by the inscrip-
tions of the 12th and the 13th centuries,
the temple invested its money received
from the devotees, in the form of sil-
ver and gold coins for the development
of the temple and near the tanks and
streams of the region. There are many
inscriptions of the temple belonging to
the 12th and the 13th centuries which
specifically give details about the nature
of the investments to be made out of the
capital endowment of the donor and the
specific utilisation of the returns on it.
For example, one of the inscription dated
1207 A.D., records that one srirama
Chatdpadhyaya gifted 10 biragottapu-madas
for maintaining one akhandadipa in the tem-
ple and that the same money was spent
on deepening a tank at Duttanda. It fur-
ther proceeds to state that the extent of
one putti and five timis of land irrigated by
the aforesaid tank, was set apart and out
of the income accruing from it, one mana
of ghce was supplied daily to the temple
for maintaining the akhandadipa set up by
the donor!”. Another inscription, dated
1210 A.D., records that the amount of
10 tyagi-madas gifted by one Narasimha-
nayaka for maintaining a Vedakhandika was
utilised for excavating a tank. This in-
scription further states that, the produce
of the land of one putti and five tamas in
extent, which was irrigated by the above
tank was utilised for offering naivedya to
the god. This inscription further pro-
ceeds to register that the prasada of the
god was made over to a teacher who
was to teach Yajurvédal®, There are
many such inscriptions which give sim-
ilar details®. In such cases the temple
authorities themselves took the respon-
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sibility of maintaining a scrvice as stipu-
lated by the donor. In course of time, the
temple appointed supervisors or certain
local agents who took every precaution
during the cultivation and the harvest
and saw to it that after paying all wages
and other ducs to the farmers, the pro-
duce was brought to the temple. These
agents were appointed by the temple or
by the donors. Thisis evidenced by an in-
scription dated 1288 A.D., which records
that a certain Oddavadi chief by name
Mankaditya Devaraja gifted some land in
Pulluvadadhara to the temple. For the
cultivation of this land he appointed a su-
pervisor Jihari-nambyalu, described as topta-
pariksha. He reccived remuncration from
the donor who dcposited it with the tem-
ple. In this record the donor gifted some
land to the tonta-pariksha®.

The foregoing discussion will enable
us to draw the following conclusions. The
kings, the queccns, the merchants, the
feudatories and the philanthropic pub-
lic donated land profusely to the tem-
ple. The inscriptions will give us interest-
ing information rcgarding the historical
evolution of these land grants. Plots of
land, villages and garden lands were nor-
mally donated to the temple. In the first
instance the land and villages situated
in and around the temple complex were
donated. Afterwards lands and villages
located in diffcrent parts like Jantaru-
nadu, Velanadu, Odyadesa, etc., were do-
nated to the temple. The land donations
to the temple, though started from the
11th century A.D., were extended upto
16th century A.D. Tt is known from the
epigraphical evidences that a maximum
amount of land donations accured dur-
ing the rule of the Eastern Gangas and
Gajapatis of Orissa.
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Inscriptions also give us information
regarding the nature of the donations.
Individual plots and complete villages
were assigned to the temple. In some in-
stances certain portions of villages were
granted. In some instances, land un-
der cultivation and also fertile land ly-
ing uncultivated were donated. The later
method was used only under the policy
of land reclamation or the extension of
agriculture.

It is also clear from the above epi-
graphical references that the donors took
very keen interest not only in the main-
tenance of the lands but also for the suc-
cessful exploitation of the fertility of the
soil. In this connection the donors ap-
pointed supervisors to look after the agri-
cultural operations at different stages of
cultivating various crops. It is of interest
to state here that in one of the inscrip-
tions referred to above, there is a refer-
ence to an official by name tonta-pariksha.
The word pariksha refers to the designation
of the supervisory officer in the adminis-
trative system of Eastern Gangas. There,
it is likely that some of the supervisors
were even appointed to the Simhachalam
temple by the Eastern Gangas?®.

In this connection we may state that
these royal officials were in charge of look-
ing after the agricultural operations over
the lands and gardens donated by the
royalty. Hence, we may state that tonta-
pariksha was a royal official in charge of
supervising the gardens donated by the
kings or their kith and kin. In any case
these officials or supervisors were main-
tained by the donations made by the
donors but not by the temple treasury.

i) The innumerable donations of land
and villages made to the temple by the
kings, the nobles, and other wealthy peo-
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ple etc., litcrally converted the temple
into a landed magnate.

ii) The lands donated to the temple were
located in the proximity of streams, tanks
and were adjecent to the villages. This
facilitated a great deal to carry on the
agricultural opcrations unhampered.

iii) Further, it is cvident from the cpi-
graphical evidence that along with land,
cattle also camc to be donated to the
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temple. Thus the cattle wealth improved
and this in turn facilitated growth in agri-
culture.

iv) The epigraphs also give us informa-
tion regarding land measurements. Land
was measured in terms of the yielding ca-
pacity like puttis and timis.

It is thus evident that the temple pro-
moted agrarian economy to a very great
extent during the medieval period.

M. Rami Reddy “A Critical Study of Siihhadri Narasimhasatakamu” (M.Phil Thesis, unpublished, S.V.

later Eastern Gangas and the Suryavamsa Gajapatis (Nellore, 1976,).
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15. THE ROLE OF THE TRAIKUTAKAS IN ANCIENT INDIAN
TRADE WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THEIR INSCRIP-

TIONS

The Satavahana dccline in Western
India caused the risc of many small
statcs. The Traikiitakas werc onc of
them. They came into power around c.
417 A.D. The Traikiitakas, had their con-

trol over Aparanta and south Gujarat.

This arca is rich with many ports and

trade centres.

The cpigraphic and numismatic cv-
idence revcals the namecs of Traikiitaka
kings such as Indradatta, Dharaséna,
Vyaghrasena, Madhyamaséna and Vikra-
maséna. Indradatta came to power in 417
A.D. Haristna’s prasasti at Ajanta cave no.
XVIY, informs us that the Traikiitakas
were the fcudatories of the Vakatakas.

So far, five copper plates of the
Traikiitakas are known. They are from?
Pardi, Surat, Matvan and Kanhéri. Out
of these five copper plates three were is-
sued from Aniruddhapura. Aniruddha-
pura was the capital of the Traikiitakas.
According to Prof. Mirashi® Aniruddha-
pura is located ncar Ten in Surat Dist.
while Dr. Hultzsh* has identified it with
Surparaka, Sopara in Thana Dist. Yet
the exact location is not known.

Aniruddhapura can be identificd with
the modern Andhéri, the suburb of
metropolitan Bombay. Aniruddha, the
name, itsclf mcans ungovernable. If
Andheri is taken as Aniruddhapura its
geographical locale is also to be consid-
cred.

From Andhéri, Bhaynder creck is
ncar by. But the most important place,
is Bhivandi creck. It is ncar Andhéri.

Sharmila Joshi

It is narrow and shallow in parts. Its
position on a mnavigable stream, on di-
rect line of traffic, through the Thal
pass, have made Bhivandi an impor-
tant sca port’. Bhivandi is mentioned
as Bhinda by Ptolemy. Naturally these
two crecks gave natural fortification for
Aniruddhapura. From Bhivandi, Sopara
and Kalyan, the two cclcbrated sea ports
are nearby. Thus Andhéri is in a position
to monitor trade.

In the Ulhas basin, the Konkan coast -
widens into the Sahyadris, to form an
arc. Kalyan lies at the centre of this
basin. Its situation is important as a
place of strategic control of communica-
tion network. In this area the Sahyadris
are broken by three natural passes, the

- Thal, the Nana and the Bor. Kalyan lies

inla favourable position to dominate the
routes between the coast and the plateau.
The Traikiitakas had their control over
this part, which helped in trading activit.

The trade was flourishing in their
times. This is evident through epigraphic
and numismatic evidences. The Matvan
plates of Vikramaséna® mentions that
Kallivana is near Nasik. Nasik was an im-
portant ancient trade centre. Thal ghat
connects the Konkan coast with Nasik.
It shows that the Traikiitakas had their
control over Thal ghat. Madhyamaséna
had granted a village in Thal ghat. The
importance of Thal ghat as trade centre
is also known through Thalner grant of
the Chalukya king Mangalésa. From this
place, way to Ujjain is nearby. The Thal
ghat is also linked with the Nana ghat
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upto Junnar. Junnar was also an im-
portant tradc centre. It shows that the
Traikiitakas had their control over inland
trade also.

Due to the control over Konkan
coast and the inland trade routes,
the Traikiitakas had their trade con-
tacts!with Western countries too. As well
they had cultural contacts with Western
countrics. For this, the evidence comes
from Kanh@ri inscription”. It mentions
of ward in Kalyan, named Ghandharika
Bhami. It suggests the migration of the
people from Gandhara.

Safe trade was flourished in the
Traikiitaka kingdom. They cnjoyed a sta-
ble cconomic and social life. This is indi-
cated by the numismatic evidence. The
Traikiitakas issucd the silver coinage. On
the contrary, the Vakatakas did not issuc
silver coins.

The Traikiitaka coins were found at
placcs ncar Surat. A big hoard of their
coins was found at Karad in Indopur
Taluka® and in Karad Taluka in Poona
district. As wecll some coins were found
in Vidarbha at Dahigaon®®. It shows
that the Traikiitakas had their contacts
in Deccan also. The find spots of their
coins and copper plates shows that the
Traikiitakas were controlling not only the
Western coast but a corresponding length
at Western Ghats rcaching at least as far
as Nasik and possibly beyond the Deccan
plateau.

Periplus had mentioned the chicf ex-
ports of trade were seasamun, oil, ginger,
dress, cotten, silk, spices, indigo, pearls,
metals and gold. While the imports were
wines of several kinds, coral, silver, sil-
ver vascs, glass, slaves and drugs. Thus

they had the rich trade contacts with
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westward countries. It shows that the
Traikiitakas, though they were the feuda-
torics of the Vakatakas issued their own
coinage, to maintain trade contacts.

The flourishing trade activities natu-
rally gave economic, political, social sta-
bility. It is evident through the exca-
vations of the caves at Kanhéri, Kon-
divit and Jogéshwari. All these places
arc near Andhéri. The inscriptions at
Kanhéri't shows that the donors were
merchants, goldsmiths, etc. Actually, the
Traikiitakas were not the donors to ex-
cavate these monasteries. But economic
prosperity and stability gave impetus to
cxcavate such religious centres. And the
Buddist monasteries, during these times
were working as banks. Their position
on seacoast, near the trade route natu-
rally helped them in working as banks.
It is also observed that in ancient times
that Buddhist monastries were excavated
along the trade route. This practice con-
tinued up to the times of the Traikiitakas.

The Kanhéri plates dated 245 - 46
mentions, the construction of Chaitya. It
was excavated by Buddharuchi, a resi-
dent of the village Kanaka in the Sindhu-
vishaya. It shows the cultural contacts
upto Sindhudéda.

The Traikiitakas were the devotees of
Vishnn. It is evident through their coins.
On their coins, they call themselves as
Paramabhagavata'®. It also shows the influ-
ence of their overlords, the Vikatakas.
They were the Vaishnava devotees.

The Traikitaka power declined around
550 A.D. They were defeated by the
Kalachuris. Not only the political cause,
caused their decline but some environ-
mental factors also were responsible for
the decline of the trade activity.
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The environmental factor can be ex-
plaincd with the help of the theory by
'Brairsan John and Red!t. The thcory
mentions that the “Signficant changes oc-
curing at other places have dynamic con-
nections that interlink climatic changes
in the other parts of the globe”. As
well, it is also accepted that during the
cold climate in Europe, Western hemis-
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phpcre has to face the drought. Natu-
rally it affects the sea level change.

During the Traikiitaka period the cli-
mate in India was dry, while European
countries had to face cold climate, around
4th 5th century A.D. The records also
mention that this period was the period
of urban decay'® and feudalism. It is also
mentioned by Yuwan Chaung.
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16. VELLORE FORT MUSEUM INSCRIPTION OF

NANDIVARMAN II

The subjoincd inscription was copicd
by me from Fort muscum, Vellore, North
Arcot Ambedkar district. This hero-
stone inscription was first noticcd by
Mrs. Murthisvari, Assistant Archaclo-
gist, Vellore at Mclsankuppam, a hamlct
very ncar Ambiir in Vanivampadi taluk
of the samc district'. As the inscrip-
tion is found to bc very important for
the study of political history of that pc-
riod, it is being cdited here with the
kind pcrmission of the Director (Epig-
raphy), Mysorc and Dy Supecrintending
Epigraphist, Madras.?

The stone bears at the top a Tamil in-
scription and bclow on a countersunk sur-
face, a bas-rclicf representing a warrior
on horsc back facing towards lcft. The
prancing horsc was shown as advancing
towards proper left. The hero holds a
sword in his raiscd right hand and in his
left hand, the rcins. A dagger cncased in
a sheathe is shown hanging down from his
belt. Infront of the horse a lamp is scen.
The inscription runs on the lcft side of
the stone and continucs below.

The inscription is in Tamil langnage
and characters of about 8th century A.D.
The usual cxpression svasti §r1 is writ-
ten in Grantha character. The inscrip-
tion is intcresting both palacographically
and lexicographically. The alphabet of
this inscription resembles that of the in-
scription at Tiruvallam of the Pallava
king i.e., Nandivarman II3. Dots (pull)
have been uniformly uscd all over the

S. Rajavelu.

pure consonants. The words mindal-patts
and Semmar-patfi in lines 7-8, 10-11 are
noteworthy. The word mindal etymologi-
cally mcans an act of bravery or courage
and the word semmar probably is derived
from §emman which mcans a horse.*

The inscription is dated in the
12th regnal ycar ie., 743 A.D. of
the Pallava king Nandivarman II. It
records the death of Vinaiyittan, son-
in-law (marumagan) of Banamuttaraiyar
by the cavalry attack (kudirai muttani)
of Visaiyadittan alias Kampadigal in the
battle Ponnéra. Vinaiyittan’s coura-
geous activities along with his brave
horse were rewarded with lands.(patt:)

The interesting fact mentioned in
this inscription is that the army of vi-
jayaditya had an encounter with that of
Vinaiyittan, son-in-law of Banamuttaraiyar
in the battle of Ponnéra wars Murungai
was attacked. So, here the two subor-
dinate chiefs are being mentioned which
will aid us in fixing the date of the
Nolamba ruler.  This Ponnéra may
be identified with the Nolamba king
Charuponnéra father of Polalchdra. The
probable date of Charuponnera has been
fixed by N.L. Rao between c.775-800.5
This approximate date given by him is
on the basis of the date of Rastrakiita
king Govinda II’s inscription. He ruled
from 772-75 A.D. Hence, the earliest date
given to Charuponnéra is ¢.775. From
our inscription it can be inferred that
Charuponnéra might have either as-
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cended the throne of the Nolamba king-
dom before 743 A.D. or he might
have been the prince under his fa-
ther Singapdta who is mentioned in
a hero-stone inscription from Dodda-
Ulavarti as a subordinate of a certain
Permmanadi.® This Permmanadi is iden-
tified with Sﬁpurusha of the Western-
Ganga family.”

The political condition during the
period of Nandivarman Il was unsta-
ble. Vikramaditya-II, Chalukya king of
Vatapi invaded Kaiichi with the help of
his ally Sripurusha Kongani-arasa (A.D.
725-776), the Western Ganga ruler.® It is
possible that the Western Ganga’s subor-
dinatei.e., Nolamba king Charu-ponnéra
invaded the north-western part of Pallava
country and met at the place Murungai
under the commandership of Vijayaditya
alias Kampadigal in the year 743 A.D.
The Western Ganga ruler Sripurusha’s
inscriptions are also noticed in this re-

gion which supports his campaign over -

this region.® It is also evident that the
Nolambas and the Pallava subordinate
Banas were inimical towards cach other
during this pcriod.

Vinaiyittan, son-in-law of Bana -
Muttaraiyar found mentioned in our in-
scription can be identified with the Bana
chief who scrved as the subordinate of
the Pallava king Nandivarman II. Bana-
Muttaraiyar, the uncle of Vinaiyittan of
this inscription may be identified with
Vana-Muttarasaru who figured in the
two inscriptions of Tandarampattu in
Chengam Taluk of the same district.?®
These two inscriptions are dated in the
7th regnal year of Narasimhavarman II
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corresponding to 698 A.D. However, it
has not been possible to fix the reign pe-
riod of Charuponnéra as sufficent records
are not available.

The place name Murungai situ-
ated in Adaiyaru-nadu a sub-division of
Paduviir-k6ttam can be identified with
the village Kil-Murungai located very
near to the findspot of the inscription.

TEXT

1.  [Svastiléri Kovidaiya Nandivikki-
rama paruma -

2. [r]kn  yandu pannirand-avadu
Paduviirk-

3. kottattu Adaiyaru - nadu Visaiyaditta

4. n-ana Kampadigal Murungai mer
padaivanda

5. fianru Ponnérar kalattilu]l Bana(na)-

Mu -

6. ttaraiyar marumagan Vinaiyittan
kudirai

7. muttani mél erindu pattan avarku

mina -
8. 1- pat -
9. tiyum

10. $emma -
11. rp-pat-
12. tiyum

13. [kudu]ttu

14. ..... id-alitan na!! -
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Tamil University, Thanjavur in 1990. It is to be noted that there are some differences in his readings
and he has not drawn any importance of the inscription. '

2. Itisincluded in the A.R.Ep. for the year 1992-93.

3. S.II Vollll, part I, No42.

4. Tamil Lezicon, Vol.V, p.3186;3196.

5. Q.J.M.S., Vol.XLVII, p.29.

6. Ep. Car., Vol. XI, Hallakere-8.

7. Q.J.M.S., VOLXLVIII, p.29. '

8.. K.V.Ramesh, Chalukyas of Vatapi, p. 158.

9. Dharmapuri Nadukarkkal, Vols I and 11, nos, 47, 62, 76. The Western Ganga king Sripurusha’s

' 16th regnal ycar (743 A.D.) inscription found at Muttniir in Harur taluk corraborates the date of our
inscription and also confirms his supremacy over this region.

10. Chengam Nadukarkkal, No 69, 69 of 1971,

11. Incomplcté and damaged.



17. EPIGRAPHICAL REFERENCES TO THE MAHARAJA -
MAHAVIHARA OF KRISHNAGIRI

Kanheri is situatced at the distance of
10 km. to the South-East of Borivali, one

of the suburbs of Mectropolitan Bombay:

city. The placc is famous for its Bud-
dhist Caves. There are about 104 rock-
cut-caves at Kanhcri which were cxca-
vated during diflerent periods. In the in-
scriptions at Kanhéri it is described as

Maharaja Mahavihara.! It clcarly shows -

that Kanhéri was one of thc greatest
Buddhist monasterics in ancient India
that was associatcd with lcarned Bud-
dhist monks. As a rcsult of their res-
idence at such monasteries they were
turned into centres of education. Kanhéri
was also such an educational centre in
this arca. It will be interesting to study
the devclopment of Kanhcri as a great
centre of Buddhism as well as Buddhist
studies.

One of the rock edicts of the Mau-
ryan emperor Asoka was found at Sopara,
which is very near from Kanheri.? This
clearly shows that the Konkan region
formed a part of the Mauryan empire?.
In ASoka’s edicts it was mentioned by the
term ‘Aparanta’™ meaning the Western
most region. After the third Buddhist
Council which was held at Pataliputra,
Asoka deputed a number of Buddhist
missionaries to different parts in India as
well as to the ncighbouring countrics®.
Yavana Dharmarakshita, who was a
Greek monk was dcputed by Asoka to the
Aparanta region. This clearly shows that
the Konkan rcgion of Maharashtra came
under Buddhist influence +as early as the

Ramakant R. Bhoir.

third century B.C. In those days Sopara
was the chief town of this region,® and
naturally it became a prominent Bud-
dhist centre within a short time. The
eighth rock-edict of Adoka as well as the
remains of the Buddhist stiipa found at
Sopara bear testimony to this.

In those days Sopara was a busy cen-
tre of trade and commercet. As a result
of this a large trading community resided
there. Most of them became followers of
Buddhism. In the Jataka stories we come
across a reference to the Buddha’s visit
to Sopara. It clearly shows that Sopara
had become one of the chief centres of
Buddhism under the Mauryas. Because
of this a large number of Buddhist monks
came to Sopdra and stayed there.

The Buddhist monks used to preach
their religion during the dry season. Dur-
ing the rainy season they used to stay
in a Buddhist monastery. In these cir-
cumstances a Buddhist monastery had to
be established at Sopara. Sopara was al-
ready a busy centre of commercial activ-
ities. Therefore it was not suitable for
the pcrmanent residence of the Buddhist
monks who required a solitary place for
meditation. It is probably under these
circumstances that Kanheri attracted the
attention of the Buddhist monks as it was
located in thick forest with a picturesque
natural scenery.

After the fall of the Mauryan em-
pire the Satavahanas came to power in
the Deccan. The Satavahana rule proved
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to be very important in the history of
the Deccan. Because it marked tremen-
dous progress in the economic and cul-
tural condition of the Deccan. The main
factor behind the cconomic progress was
trade of India with the Roman Empire.
This trade was mostly an cxport oriented
trades. Therefore it proved to be highly
beneficial to India, because it brought the
wealth of the Roman empire into India.

Sopara was onc of thc chicf cen-
tres through which this tradc was car-
ried. Naturally a rich trading community
emerged out of this. These tradcrs were
mostly residents of the chief trade cen-
tres, in Konkan region such as Sopara,
Kalyan, Chcul and Nasik. Most of these
traders had become the followers of Bud-
dhism and thercefore they donated large
amounts to the Buddhist monastery that
was establishcd at Kanhéri. Most of the
excavations of the chaityas and viharas at
Kanheri were undertaken out of the funds
donated by thesc traders. As a result of
this the activity of rock-out excavation
received a great momentum and a large
number of Silagrihas seem to have been ex-
cavated at Kanhérivihara.

It is rather difficult to say as to when
exactly the work of cxcavation started at
Kanhéri. But from thc inscriptions in
the caves it can be said that the activ-
ity began during the sccond century of
the christian cra, particularly when Gau-
tamiputra Satakarni had re-cstablished
the Satavahana rule in Konkan - after
putting end to the saka power?®.

Kanhg@ri-vihara continucd to reccive
financial assistance from the tradcrs of
the nearby trading centres. This is ev-

PURABILEKHA PATRIKA

idenced by their inscriptions carved in
these caves. For example in cave no 2
we come across the inscription engraved
by Naganaka a resident of Nasik who
has recorded his gift of Chaitya Hall.?®
In the same cave there are inscriptions
recording the gifts made by Svamidatta,
a goldsmith from Kalyafi, and Punar-
vasii, the son of a trader named Chit
from Kalyan.!! In cave no 7 we come
across the gift by merchant Svamika from
Sopara and by Sulasadatta, a goldsmith
from Cheul.’? According to another in-
scription Punaka a trader from Sopara
had constructed a great water reservoir
through which the monastery of Kanheri
and neighbouring area received water.®

Yajiiaéri Satakarni was the last great
ruler of the Satavahana family. He
paid special attention for the uplift of
Kanheri-vihara. This is witnessed by his
own inscription in the Chaitya cave no
3. It is the best rock-cut cave at Kanheri
and was complcted during his reign. This
inscription records that two merchant
brothers named Gajaséna and Gajamitra
had excavated this Chaitya cave. An-
other trader named Aparenu had also
contributed for the excavation of this
cave. In this way the Buddhist viharas
at Kanhéri flourished rapidly during the
Satavahana period.

From the inscriptions we also come to
know about the monastic activity of this
place. For example Yajiasri Sita,karl_ﬁ’s
inscription rcferred to above mentions
the names of Buddhist monks who had
scttled at this Vihara. Among these,
the name of Bhadant Achala is very im-
portant because he has been referred to
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by Chinese traveller Hiucn Tsang,! also .

as Bhadant Achala was one of the chicf
Acharyas of the Kanheri vihara. Hec was
also an expcrt architect because the in-
scription says that he had supcrvised the
cxcavation of the Chaitya caves. Re-
cently a scholar has pointed out that this
Bhaidant Achala had excavated the rock-
cut caves at Ajanta also.'® Besides the in-
scription has mentioned the names of the
Acharyas at Kanhéri such as Bhadant Ga-
hal, Bhadant Vijayamitra, Bhadant Bodhika
and Bhadant Dharmapal.

The inscription also mentione the
names of the architects, overscers, stone-
masons, artisans and stone polishers;
these workers work under the supcrvision
of a supervisor who was designated as
Nava-Karmika.'”

During thosc days different sccts had
appearcd in the Buddhist religion.!® From
the inscriptions we come to know that
the monks at Kanheri were the follow-
ers of the Bhadrayaniya sect.® Thus it
can be said that under the Satavahanas
Kanheri attained the status of the chief
Buddhist centre in this region. Naturally,
a large number of lay followers visited the
monastery whose names have been men-
tioned in the inscriptions.

The Abhiras and Traikiitakas were
the sucessors of the Satavihanas in the
Deccan. Under these dynasties also
the Kanhéri-vihara continued to flour-
1sh as earlier.
the Traikiitakas seems to have proved to
be very important, because their capi-
tal Anirudhapuri was in Konkan.?® This
Anirudhapuri has been identified with
Puri or prescnt Gharapuri ncar Bom-

Particularly the rule of

bay. A copper plate inscription of the
Traikiitakas was found at Kanhéri in the
cave?! no 3. According to this cop-
per plate, Buddharuchi a resident of the
village Kanaka included in the Sindhu-
vishaya (Sindha Province of Western In-
dia) had constructed a brick-chaitya in
the court yard of cave no 3. This
chaitya was built on the relics of his
guru (tcacher). This evidence clearly
shows that traders as well as lay wor-
shipers continued to visit Kanheéri-vihara
in the 4th and 5th centuries of Chris-
tian era. This is further corroborated
by another inscription in cave no 2
which mentions the names of a num-
ber of visitors such as Nanna Vaidya,
Bhianu Bhaskara, Bharavi, Chelladéva,
Boppai, Bhatta Vesu, etc.?? According to
Dr. Shobhana Gokhale this Bharavi was
the same Sanskrit poct who has written
‘Kiratarjuniyam?, If so, we have to ac-
cept that Kanheri-vihara was visited by
Bharavi who was regarded in the rank of
great poet Kalidasa.

During this period also the monas-
tic activity at Kanheri continued to grow
more and more. As a result of this
Buddhist teachers of high rank contin-
ucd to stay at this, vihara. This is
evidenced by an inscription in cave no
3 which mentions the name of an as-
cetic as Sikya Buddhagtsha who was
the gnardian of great Gandhakuti** at
Kanhéri. The same inscription further
states that Buddhagosha was a pupil of
Dliadanta Dharmavatsa who was a teacher
of the Tripitakas. Another inscription
rccords the gift by Sikya monk Dharma
Gupta.?s It is interesting to note that
Sakya means the person belonging to the
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clan of Buddha. In an other inscription
we come across the name of other tcach-
-ers such as Buddharakshita.?¢ These evi-
dences lecave no doubt that the large num-
ber of Buddhist monks continued to stay
at Kanheri and some of them even died
at the place for whom special cemetary
had been rescrved. There are a large
number of namecs of such monks who
had died and in whose memory stapas
(epitaph) were constructed. On this
stipa (epitaph) the names of the monks
had been engraved. For example we
come across the name Thera Arya Vi-
jayastna who had been described as ex-
pertin traividya.?” Another epitaph records
the name of Arahat who is described as
Panchagikadhyana mcaning an expert of
five branches of knowledge.?® Namecs of
Sthavira Arya Mahana, Bhadauta Dama,
Tilapalaka, Arya Sanghananda and Arya
Khema, etc. were also recorded on other
epitaphs.?® These monks were permancnt
scttlers at Kanh@ri and had a major
contribution in the devclopment in the
monastry npto the end of the 7th century
of Christian cra.

At the middle of the 8th century

A.D., the Rashtrakiitas cstablished their
power in the Dcccan. In the beginning

the Konkan region was dircctly admin-

istrated by the Rashtrakiitas. But the
Rashtrakiita cmpcror Amaghavarsha as-
signed this territory to the Silaharas who
continued to govern it for the next five
centurics.3°

"It is very intcresting to note that
the political uphcavcls did not affect the
functioning of the Kanhéri-vihara be-
cause every ruling dynasty of this arca
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extended its patronage to this Vihara. Ka-
pardin II who was the third Silahara
king was one of such Silahara patrons.
His inscription dated 854 A.D. is found
in cave no 11 at Kanpheri®. The ob-
ject of the inscription is to record that
during the reign of Kapardin II Gomin-
vighnakara, a devout worshipper of Bud-
dha who had hailed from Gauda coun-
try (Bengal) made a permanent endow-
ment of 100 drammas for the construction
of the meditation room for the monks
who resided at the Maharaja-mahavihara
at Krishnagiri (Kagheri).

This inscription is very important be-
cause during the 9th century A.D. we
come across the decline of Buddhism in
other parts of India. But in the Konkan
region this rcligion continued to flourish.
The Kanh@ri-vihara was upgraded and
people from other parts of India contin-
ued to come towards Kanheri.

Another inscription of this period,
which is engraved in cave no 12 furnishes
more interesting information. This in-
scription records that a person named
Vishnugupta made certain grants of
money to the Krishnagiri Maharaja -
mahavihara® for the worship of Bud-
dha, the repair of vihdra, the clothing
of the monks and the purchase of reli-
gious books. This information is impor-
tant for many rcasons. Firstly, it states
that financial provision was made for the
rcpairs of the vihara. Some type of pro-
vision was made for their clothing and
above all purchase of books. It shows
that like Nalanda Buddhist monastery,
the Kanheri monastery also had its own
library. It gives an idea as to how
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Kanh@ri continued to flourish more and
more as an educational centre under the
Silzharas. The same type of financial
provision is recorded in another inscrip-
tion in cave no 12%. In this way, we
see that the rise of Silaharas proved to
be more important for the development
of the Kanheri-vihara. The Silahiras of
North Konkan patronized this monastery
throughout their rcign.

The Kanh&ri monastery continued
to attract the attention of cven non-
Buddhist foreigners. This is witnessed
by four Pahalavi inscriptions belonging
to 11th century which were engraved by
the Parasis®. The Parasis had concen-
trated in this arca right from the 8th cen-
tury onwards.?® They have recorded the
gifts to this vihara through these four in-
scriptions.

From the inscriptions it becomes clear

Notes & Refercnces :

 that Kanhéri continued to flourish for

ncarly one thousand years starting from
second century A.D.to the twelth cen-
tury A.D. Besides the rock-cut caves,
a large number of water cisterns were
also excavated for the supply of drink-
ing water. From the early Portuguese ac-
counts we came to know that besides the
rock-cut caves there were a large num-
ber of constructed buildings, palaces and
houses.?® From this decription it seems
that a township had grown up in the
vicinity of Kanheri-vihara. It is rather
difficult to say when and how this vihara
disappearcd. Since there are no inscrip-
tions from 12th century onwards it can be
said that the Muslim invasion probably
caused for the set back of this Buddhist
centre of the Deccan. This study is a cur-
sory study. A detailed study of all the in-
scriptions and other sources will certainly
enlighten us more about this Buddhist
centre at Kanheri.
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18. INSCRIPTIONS OF NAWWAB MUHAMMAD ALI WALAJAH

(1749-95 A.D.)

In this paper, I propose to study
eight Persian inscriptions of Nawwab
Muhammad Ali Walajah, ranging in
their dates from A.H. 1173/1759-60
to A.H. 1210/1795 spanning 37 years,
copied from six different places viz.,
Tiruchchirappalli (1), the district head-
quarters in Tamil Nadu; Chittoor (1),
a district place in Andhra Pradesh;
Talaiyuttu (1), Pettai (2) and Tirunelveli
(1) in Tirunelveli district, and Madras
(2), the capital of Tamil Nadu. All the
inscriptions are in the verse form except
one (from Péttai) and likewise all are ex-
ecuted in the pleasant Nastaliq charac-
ters except one (from Tiruchchirapalli).
Of the six monuments, the two mosques
of the same name, Masjid-i-Walajahi,
located at Péttai and Madras, bear a
couple of Persian records, each.
epigraphs under study record the con-
struction of both the religious and secular
structures.

Following the Nawait rule (1710-42
A.D.) in the Carnitic, a new dynasty un-
der Anwaru’d-Din Khan2 Shahamat Jang
(1743-49 A.D.) came to power, popularly
known as Walajahi (also called Anwari)
with its capital at Arcot. After a short
rule, Anwaru’d-Din was killed in the bat-
tle of Ambur on 21 July 1749 at the age of

' 77 years.®* Anwaru’d-Din left 5 sons and

7 daughters.*

Anwaru’d-Din had designated his
third son Muhammad Ali as succes-
sor, as he considered him most wor-
thy and fittest to manage all affairs
successfully.® Following the death of
his father, Muhammad AL became the

The
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Nawwab of Carnatic(Arcot) at the young
age of 27 in A.H. 1162/1749. He
received the titles Nawwab Walajah,
Amirul Hind ‘Umdatul Mulk Asafu’d-
Daula, Muhammad ‘Ali Anwaru’d-Din
Khan Bahadur Zafar Jang Sipahsalar,

Sahibu’s-Saifwal-Qalam, Mudabbir-i-Umiir-

i-*Alam, Farzand-i-‘Aziz-as-Jan, from the
Mushal king ghah ‘Alam II (1759-88
A.D.) and another title Biradar ba-Jan
Barabar (brother as dear as life) from the
mighty Hanover king George II or III
(1727-1820 A.D.) of England. He was
recognised by the two kings as the ruler
of Carnatic.”

Muhammad ‘AT Walajah ruled for 46
years (1749-95 A.D. ) - the longest period
among the Walajahi Nawwabs of Arcot.
His regime was quite eventful as he was
engaged in wars against the Marathas,
the French, Hyder‘Ali and Tipii Sultan,
receiving active support from the En-

~ glish and the Nizam of Hyderabad. He

was overburdened with heavy debts due
to increasing expenses of his standing
army. The English, his allies, cherished
the ambition of taking the entire terri-
tory of Carnatic under their direct con-
trol. In the evening days of his rule, he
even struck a note of caution of his eldest
son Nawwab ‘Umdatul Umard in deal-
ing with the English and not to cause
any indignation to them and rather keep -
with them the best cordial relations so
as to perpetuate his independent rule in
the region.? He expired in the 76th year
of his age on 29 Rabi‘l, A.H. 1210/13
October 1795 A.D. and lies buried at
Tiruchchirappalli.?
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Of the inscriptions of Muhammad
‘Ali Walsjah, the earliest’® in the
group, comes from the main entrance
of the tomb of Hadrat Nathar Shah
Wali at Tiruchchirappalli, recording the
construction of the stone-canopy i.e.
dome, over the grave of the saint by
the Chief Queen (Begam-i-Khass) of
Siraju’d Daula (Muhammad ‘Ali) in A.H.
1173/1759-60 A.D.

Here, in the inscription, the saint
Nathar Shah Walil! is referred to as
Salar-i-Din (i.e. leader of religion). He
hailed from Constantinople and belonged
to the ruling family there. His father’s
name was Sultan Sayyid Ahmad Kabir.
He is said to have been one of the

spiritual sucessors of Shaikh Shahdbu’d-

Din Suhrawardi (1145-1234 A.D. )12, Tt
is said that shaikh Nathar had already
established Suhrawardiya Order before
Madura was invaded by Malik Kafir in
1310 A.D.1® Mama Jagani, reported to be
the daughter of the then ruling monarch
in the region, embraced Islam at his land
and lies buried near him.* One of his dis-
ciples was Shaikh Baba Fakhru’d-Din(d.
1295) who reached Penugonda in Ananta-
pur district of Andhra Pradesh and made
it a great centre of mystic activities.!®
Shaikh Nathar Wali breathing his last on
14 March 1275 A.D. (15 Ramadan A.H.
673).16

The Walajahi Nawwabs had great
veneration for the saint Shaikh Nathar.
Under Anwaru’d-Din Khan Shahamat
Jang, when Muhammad ‘Ali was given
the charge of the saba of Trichchirappalli
(Trichinopoly), he renamed the town as
Natharnagar.l” No less enthusiastic was
the Chief Queen of Muhammad ‘Ali who
got erected the dome of the saint out
of profound reverence. In the epigraph,
she is referred to as Begam-i-Khags. Her
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original name was Khadija Begam, ad-
dressed as Nawwab Begam and popular
as Begam Jan Mahal Khass. she was the
daughter of Muhammad Ahsanu’d Din
Khan of Gopamau.!® She was married to
Muhammad ‘Ali Walajah in 1737 A.D.
She bore him five sons and five daughters.
Among the sons were ‘Umdatul Umara
Ghulim Husain (d. 1801), Muhammad
Munawwar (d. 1788), Muhammad An-
war (d. 1804), Ghulim Hasan (d. 1829)
and ‘Abdul Quddds (d. 1804), hold-
ing important posts under their father.
Among the daughters were Moti Begam,
Poti Begam, Sultinun-Nisa Begam (d.
1821 at Karbali in Iraq), Darya Begam
(d. 1820) and Fath Begam (d. 1812).%
Begam Jan Mahal Khasg, rather died
early at the age of 39 on 9th October
1767 A.D. (15 Jumada I, A.H. 1181) as
she was suffering from diarrhoea and se-
vere fever.?0 She lies buried near the tomb
of Shaikh Nathar Wali.

Begam Jan Mahal Khags predeceased
her husband Nawwab Muhammad ‘Ali
Walajah by over a quarter century. The
Nawwib cherished his burial at Mecca
near the holy Ka‘ba. In case this was
not possible, he desired Natharnagar as
his last resting-place near the holy shrine
as his queen also occupied the blessed
precinct. This, he had commanded his
successor-son ‘Umdatul Umara by will at
the death-bed. And the second alterna-
tive was translated into action.?!

Next inscription from Chittoor? in a
local mosque, records that the tomb of
Miran Majid, the martyr, was erected
through the efforts of Basit and Ghalib,
when Chittiir was held in jagir by ‘Abdus
Samad, during the recign of Muhammad
‘Aliin A.H. 1191/1777 A.D. This inscrip-
tion is informative as it provides certain
names of the region under the Walajahi
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rule and throws light on the regional his-
tory. -

Four inscriptions (3rd to 6th) in the
group, come from Tirunelveli district.
An inscription from Talaiyfittu,? copicd
from shadi Khan’s Chhatram, records
the construction of two sarais (inns)
by I‘tibar Khan in A.H. 1200/1785-
86. In three more inscriptions also, we
find the mention of Muhammad I‘tlbar
khan Bahadur who built the Masjid-i-
Walajahi, under the supervision of his
subordinate Salamu’llah, at P&ttai?* in
AH. 1201/1786-87 A.D. at the com-
mand of Amirnl Umara Walajah, i.c.
Muhammad ‘Ali. At Tirunclvcli® also,
I'tibar Khan built a mosque in AH
1202/1887-88 A.D. at the behest of ‘Um-
datul Mulk Amir-i-A‘zam (Muhammad
‘AL). T‘tibar Khan had been an im-
portant official, posted in the region as
Nawwab’s agent and probably belonged
to the ruling class as his full namec
Muhammad I‘tibar xLan Bahadur sug-
gests.

The 7th and the Sth inscriptions?

Notes and References :

1.  Under Nawait rule in the Carnatic, there were three rulers :
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from Madras belong to the Masjid-i-
Walajahi, built by Nawwab Muhammad
‘Ali, rcferred to in the mscrlptlons
as Amlrul Hind Walajah and shah-
i-Dinparwar. The two dates A.H.
1209/1794-95 A.D. and A.H. 1210/1795
A.D. obviously refer to the foundation
and completion of the said mosque.

Sufficient information is available
about the personages Shaikh Nathar Walil
and the queen Begam Jan Mahal Khass
in the literary sources. But other names
:  Miran Majid, the martyr, ‘Abdus -
Samad, the Jagirdar, Basit, Ghalib, and
Muhammad salamulldh, occurring in the
inscriptions under pcrusal, could not be
identified in the limited works under dis-
posal here. Even the attempt made
on some of the Walajahi works, Ruqa‘at-
i-Walajah?" (c.1773-74), Tuzak-i-Walajahi (c.
1781), BDBahar-e-A * zamjahi (c. 1823)
and Sawanihat-e-Mumtaz (c.1837) proved
abortive. Untapped records might be
helpful in future for their proper identi-
fication, or otherwise these epigraphical
evidences themselves will constitute the
primary source for them.

Sa‘adatullah Khan (1710-32), Dost ‘All

Khan (1732-40) and Safdar ‘Ali (1740-42). Md. Yousuf Kokan, Arabic and Persian in Carnatic (Madras,

1974), pp.12-13.

2. Nawwab Anwaru’ddin KLan was born at Gopamau in Hardoi district of U.P. in c.

A.H. 1085/1674.

Earlier, he served as governor of Surat, Sikakul and Rdjamundhry. Nawwab Nzamul Mulk Asaf Jan I
had great confidence in him and bestowed on Lim the governorship of Arcot in 1743 A.D. Burhan Ibn
Hasan, Tuzak-i-Walajahi, Eng.tr., M. Husayn Nainar, pt 1. (Madras, 1934), pp 51-57; Yousuf Kokan,

op.cit., p.86.
3.  Burhan Ibn Hasan, op.cit., pp. 144-47.

4.  Eldest son Badrul Islam, secoud son Md. Malfiz and 4 daughters from his wife Bibi Saliba who
hailed from Gopamau; third son muhammad ‘Ali from his wife Fakhrun-Nisa Begam who came from
a noble family of Hyderabad; fourth son ‘Abdul Wahlhab and 2 daughters Amira Begam and Kumi
Begam from another wife; fifth son Najibullah was the only child of another wife, and there was a
7th daughter by another wife. Burhan Ibn Hasan, op.cit., pp30-31; Md. Karim Khairu’d-Din Hasan,
Sawanihat-e-Mumtaz, ed. Habib Khan Sariish (Madras, 1961),pp.264-65.
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Burhan Ibn Hasan, op.cit., pp.127-31.

Mulammad ‘All was born at Delhi on 14 Shawwal A.H. 1135/7 July 1723. Md. Yusuf Kokan, op.cit.,
p.90. '

Burhan Ibn Hasan, op.cit., p.30.

Md. Karim Khairu'd-Din, op.cit., pp.40-41.

ibid., pp.39, 44-45. '

Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (AREp.), 1963-64, D 167,

Harin Khan Sherwani gives Lis name as Baba Fakhru’d-Din Hazrat Nathar Wali Medieval India -
a Misccllany, Vol.Four,1977 , p.141); Yousuf Kokan, as Shaikh Nathar Awliya (op.cit., p.2); ‘Abdul
Jabbar Malkapiri calls him Sayyid Sultin Maghar Wali (Tadhkira-i-Auliya-i- Dakan Hyderabad, A.H.
1332(1914 A.D.), p.394; W.Francis & others give him name as Nadir Shah Auliya(Gazetteer of South
India.) Vol.II, Delhi, 1988, p.206); Ghulam ‘Abdul Qadir records his name as Sayyid Baba Mutahharu’d-
Din Sarmast Tabl-i-*Alam (Bahar-e-A%amjali) Madras, 1961, p.77). Another inscription at the gate of
the tomb records his name as Wali Nathar (AREp., 1963-64, D 168)

Ghulam ‘Abdul Qadir ,op.cit., p.78.
Md. Yousuf Kokan, op.cit., p.2.

Ghulam ‘Abdul Qadir, op.cit., p. 79. According to ‘Abdul Jabbar Malkapiiri, Mama Jagani was the
daughter of the saint (op.cit., pp.397-98)

AREp., 1966-67, D 1 & 3; Md. Yousuf Kokan, op.cit., p.2.

Ghulam ‘Abdul Qadir, op.cit., p.78; another date of Lis death is 19 Sep. 1225 A.D. (14 Ramadan A.H.
622) according to Imamu’d Din (Barakatul Auliya, Delhi, A.H. 1322, p.§)

Burhan Ibn Hasan, op.cit., pp. 131-32.

Md. Karim Khairw’d Din, op.cit., p. 205.

Ibid., pp. 265-G9.

Ibid., p.265.

Ibid., p. 39.

AREp., 1978-79,D 1.

AREp., 1963-64, D 171.

Ibid., D 169-70.

Ibid., D 172.

Bishop R. Caldwell, A History of Tiunevelly (Rep.N. Delhi, 1982), p. 157,
AREp., 1961-62, D 107-0S.

It is edited by T.Chandrasckharan, Madras, 1938,



19. INSCRIPTIONS IN CHANDALA FOREST

Vidarbha has a rich cultural her-
itage and abundant archacological mon-
uments. Temples of Vakataka period to
Hemadpanti style, the icons and images
from Sufxga, Satavahana to Kalachuri pe-
riod, massive and mighty forts of Gonda
and Bhonsalc kings so also the distinct
icons from the Vidarbha rcgion arc also

always challenging to the scholars of the

country.

There arc some rock-cut caves in Vi-
darbha region. The important among
them arc thosc at Bhadravati, Pullar, Ja-
gankupi, Satbahini, Mohali, Deoli, Pim-
pardol, Chapcgadi and Patur. The pur-
posc of excavating these caves could have
been known only when inscriptions were
found there. It is surprising that except-
ing the caves in Chandala forest, remark-
able inscriptions were not found.

Chandala forcst is 55 kms. to the
South-West of Nagpur. It is approach-
able from Pullar. The caves under the
present study are situated in the deep
forcst at present and arc on the hillocks,
facing cast. The cave bearing the inscrip-
tions is in the most dilapidated condition.
Its stonc walls arc lying helter skelter,
braving the vagarics of the nature. Quite
a few stoncs having inscriptions of this
cave attract the attention.

Onc such inscription is as under : -
1) [Va] sava dalaka putasa
2) Achalasa mati kamaim [||]

The type of stones is typical basalt
of the Deccan trap. After polishing the

Bhagyashree Kale

stone, the matter was inscribed. Seven-
tcen alphabets and two anusvaras are ad-
justed in the space of eleven inches by
twentycight inches (27 cms x 70 cms)
Each alphabet is the size of cms 7.
All these alphabets are meticulously in-
scribed and are very clear. The script
is without any ornamentation. It is
very simple and attractive. There is
even space provided between two alpha-
bets. The palaeographical features indi-
cate, according to Dr.S.B.Deo, former di-
rector of Deccan College Research Insti-
tute, that the inscription belongs to third
century B.C.

Onc more equally important inscrip-
tion is identified near the said stone wall.
Only four alphabets are inscribed here.
The rcading is as under : -

1) Okiyasa

The alphabets measure Scms in
height and are adjusted in the space of
10” (25 cms). The word dkiyasa might
be the name of a person. It may be of
a later period could be stated from the
palacographical features as suggested by
Dr.S.B.Deo. These alphabets are also
in the Brahmi script without ornamen-
tation. Though they are carved on the
similar type of polished stone, they are
not artistically insctibed, nor are they in
one line. Space between two alphabets is
also uneven.

Yet another inscription is seen on the
picce of a broken stone, on the same site.
But it is not in the state of decipherment
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due to wecathering.

The charactcristic fcature of the Vi-
darbha caves is that one docs not find
any rcligious motif, paintings or sculp-
tures, except in Bhadravati. In general,
they are very compact comprising of only
two chambcrs. Their situation is indeed
very ideal as thcy are very ncar to the
perenial water source. However, they
are so small in sizc that they could not
have been used for dwelling. No scp-
arate arrangements are made for living
and cooking, nor are there stone-beds.
No provision is made to offer prayers or
daily oblations. Therefore, the purpose
of these cavces is only for overnight stay
by the travellers. Dr.S.B.Dco has sug-
gested that these caves are very near to
Pauni stiipas and were the resting places

Notes & References :
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of the Hinayani Buddhist monks.

Evidently, there must be a trade-
route on which these caves are sitnated.
Various caves in Vidarbha are located
near the very flourishing cities of the an-
cient period such as Adam, Bhadravati,
Pauni, Vatsagulma, Pravarpura and so
on.

Inscriptions in the Chandala forest
point out that they are secular in na-
ture as the caves are. They only state
the name of their carver. It must be em-
phasized that the rock-cut caves need not
necessarily belong to any religion. So also
the inscriptions on it need not necessarily
be in praise of any deity or kind. They
however, help to determine the social and
economic activities of the concerned pe-

riod,

1} Dr.S8.B.Dco, Mundhalajavalila Lckhayutia Prachina Lene, Vidarbha Sanishodhana Mandala Varshika - 1971

Nagpur.

2) Dr.C.5.Gupta, Chandala Rock Inscriptions, Studics in Indian Epigraphy, Vol. 2,1978,ed. Z.A. Desai and Ajay Mitra

Shastri.



20. TWO ADIL_SH:&HI INSCRIPTIONS FROM HONNALI

Honnali is the taluk headquarters in
Shimoga District of Karnataka State.
Somectime back during my official visit,
I came to know about two loose inscrip-
tional slabs lying in the compound of
the Jami mosque at Honnali.! I was in-
formed that the inscriptional slabs had
been brought from a ruined mosque, ly-
ing loosc there also. On cxamination, it
was found that the two epigraphs belong
to the period of the ‘Adil Shahis of Bi-

japur.

The first cpigraphical tablet? which is
fragmentary, contains only the last cou-
plet of the main text in Persian exccuted
in Naskh charactcrs, rcad as under :

Text

Shah ‘Ali bina Kard burj
(ii).....
wa alf. i.c...... Shah ‘Ali constructed the
bastion. Tangir Khan in the yecar, one
thousand & sucty (A H. 1060 = 1649-50
AD)

This epigraph under study thus pro-
vides a piece of information rcgaxding
the construction of a bastion in A.H.
1060 (words) = 1649-50 A.D. by Tanqir
Khan. The date of the inscription falls
under Muhammad ‘Adil Shah (1627-1656
A.D.).

The other inscription® is quite in-
tercsting -and informative. The text
in Persian verse and exccutced in bold
Naskh characters, runs into eleven lines.
The background of the tcxt.also con-

Tauqir Khan tarikh sana sittin -

M.Y. Quddusi

tains pleasant floral designs. Histori-
cally speaking, it contains that Honnali
was granted to Diyanat Rao by Sikandar
Shah where Govind Rao built the bas-
tions and designated them as “Diyanat
Buriij”. Their construction work began
on Ramadan 30, (Shuhur ycar) 1073 and
completed on Muharram 10 (1673 A.D.,
January 9 to April 17). The text has been
deciphcred as under :

(1) Allah

(2) Basmala

(3) Karima ‘ata Kard mulk-i-Dakhan

(4) Ke Sukan Sikandar buwad Shah-i-man
(5) za Bakhshish-i-shahi ‘ata Hoyanhalll
(6) shud bar Diyanat Rio nik-dili

(7) Govind Rao Kard and banan-i-in burdj
(8) Shuri ‘Salkh Ramadan Diyanat burj
(9) batarikh-i-‘Ashir waqt-i-Khalaf

(10) Sana bid thalth sab ‘in-u-alaf

(11) Sana 1073 Translation

(1) Allah (2) In the name of Allgh, the
Beneficent, the Merciful. 93-4) O merci-
ful (you) gifted the country of Dakhan
(to) Sultdn Sikandar who is my king. (5-
6) By the royal dignity, Hoyanhalli was
granted to the kind hearted Diyanat Rao.

(7-8)Govind Rao constructed these
bastions, designating them as “Diyanat
buriij” (which) began on the last day of
Ramadan,

(9-10) completed on the tenth day of
Muharram, the year being one thousand
& seventy three.

(11) year (Shuhur) 1073 = 1673 A.D.,
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January 9 to April 7.

The construction of the bastions, re-
ferred to in the above records, tends to
suggest that when the ‘Adil Shahis got
control over Honnali and adjoining arcas,
they consolidatced their hold on them. Ei-
ther they thoroughly repaired the old fort
at Honnali or butressed it with new ad-
ditions of the bastions. It is also possi-
ble that cnclosure walls of the city might
have been built with bastions for over-
all safety of the place as the region had
been forcibly acquired from the rulers of
Tkk@ri.*

Another aspcct of the inscription
dated 1673 A.D. is that we come to know

about the placc which was granted to .

Diyanat Rao. No other record or source,
available to us, provides this informa-
tion that Honnili was granted to him.
From other sources, we have same in-
formation, regarding his activities under
Sikandar ‘Adil Shah. It is stated that
he was the confident adviser of Khwass

Notcs & References
1. Inscriptions listed in A.R.Ep; 1988-89,
2. Ibid., Appendix C No.133.

3. Ibid.,, No.134.
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Khan (Regent at Bijapur Court). He
also held high position among the nobles
of Bijapur kingdom. But he is credited
for creating dissensions between Khwass
Khan and Bahlil Khan, commandant of
Bijapur army. This led to the arrest of
Khwass Khan and Diyanat Rao by the
partisans of Bahlil Khan in 1675 ADSs
Unfortunately, no information is avail-
able about Govind Rao under whose su-
pervision the bastions were completed. It
scems that he was posted at Honnali who
looked after the intercsts of his master
Diyanat Rao and carried out administra-
tive responsibilities.

Tt is also to be noted that Honnall
finds mention as Hoyanhalli as pro-
nounced during the ‘Adil Shahi period.®

In conclusion, we may say that the
above two inscriptions are quite impor-
tant for the regional history and particu-
larly for Honnali, before it beccame a part
of the Mughal empire, under Aurangzeb
in 1686 A.D. '

4. Sce for details Shimoga District (Karnataka State Gazetteer, Bangalore, 1975, pp.64-67. 642 and M.A.
Naycem, Extcrnal Relations of the Bijapur Kingdom (Hydcrabad, 1974), pp. 126-131.

5. Blimsen’s Tarikh-i-Dikasha (Eng. tr., edited by Khobrekar V.G., Bombay, 1972) pp. 104-05.

6. It Las Leen called as Bidiri, Suvarnali, Honnalialli, Hoonarali etc., See for details Shimoga District

Gazctteer, p.642.



21. DISCOVERING BHAVADATTA

More often than not the primary and
secondary sources have revealed datta end-
ing names. In this connection gener-
ally the attention is drawn immediately
to local Datta kings of the Mathura re-
gion having m datta ecnding names. Gen-
erally the numismatists have considered
them as succcssors of the local Mitra
kings and it has been corroborated by

the archacological stratigraphy preced- -

ing Kushana levels at Sonkh.! The ob-
jective here, however, is not to claborate
the Datta gencology or draw any inven-
tory of such namecs but to cvalute a datta
ending namece occuring on a clay scaling

reported from the Satavahana levels at
Adam (21°00'N,78°39'E), Kuhi Taluk, Nag-
pur District.?

The clay scaling in question (Regd.
No, ADM - 1439) has becn reported
from the trench A1/3 laid almost in the
centre of the mound enclosed by a ram-
part (P1.I). It is prepared out of medium
coarse fabric in planoconical shape. Its
firing under rcducing condition has made
it black in appearance. The finger marks
arc noticed all over the conical surface.
The partially damaged flan of the sealing
.bears a single lined Prakrit legend across
the circular incuse (Dia. 15mm) The leg-
end consists of four nail - hcaded Brahmi
characters and rcads Blavadata i.e. “(the
scaling of) Bhavadatta”.3

The language of the legend is left
without case ending. Such type of leg-
ends generally occur on private scals
bearing the names of the owners alone.t
All the four characters, namely, bha with

Amarendra Nath

a straight vertical on the right, va with
a triangular base surmounting a conical
serif, da with angular back and mouth
open to right end, and short curved ta
with a short conical head show bold
palacographical features of circa 1st - 2nd
century A.D. With regard to orthography
it may be noted here that the doubling
of consonant ta has not been observed.
It may not be out of place to men-
tion that the Prakritised form of Bhava-
datta has been mentioned as Bhavattva®
hence doubling of ta becomes all the more
important.®

The scaling in question bears a couple
of signs of great relevance. Towards the
upper left flan, above the first letter bha,
is a sign of stylised kettle drum (damaru)
- a percussion musical instrument gener-
ally scen as one of the attributes in the

hands of Lord Siva.

‘Likewise, in the lower left exergue, be-
low the same character, is seen taurine
(nandipada) another sign associated with
lord Siva. (Fig.1) It is quite apparent
that the seal engraver executed the work
in great rcverence to his master whereby
he was guided by the divine appelation
of Bhavadatta which stimumated him to
draw esoteric reflexes in the form of the
above noted signs, complimenting the in-
hercnt meaning of the owner’s name as
well as his belief. Almost similar obser-
vation may be made when a sealing from
Rajghat is examined. It represents on
one side in the upper segment a linga af-
fixed to yonipitha and in the lower segment
a legend reading datta - bhava.”
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Etymologically, bhava stands for com-
ing into cxistencc while datta for pro-
tected or honourcd ones. In Satapatha
Brahmana, Bhava dcnotes Agni while in
Bhavishya Purana® and in a number of
epigraphical sourccs it is identificd with

Lord Siva.? Thereby the combination of -

legend and symbology is quite meaning-
ful. :

The abscnce of usual tying mark at
the back of scaling ncgatcs its usc in knot-
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ing the consignment. However, its use as
token of identification for the possessor
sound reasonable. It was recovered from
the Satavahana horizon when the site was
witnessing brisk trading activities and in
the process enticing merchants or their
agents from other important marts of
both upper and peninsular India.*® Ulti-
mately associating Bhavadatta to a par-
ticular mart remains unresolved yet, the
nomenclature tends to suggest an upper
Indian origin.
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22. HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF PACHCHIL KURRAM AS
GLEANED FROM INSCRIPTIONS

The object of the paper is to study
the historical geography of Pachchil-
Kirram as gleancd from inscriptions.
Pachchil Ki#irram is one of the ancient
Nadu units which existed on the north-
ern bank of the Kollidam river. Though
Pachchil’s antiquity datcs back to the 6th
century A.D. and numecrous inscriptions
speak about it, no concrete attempt has
so far been made to unravel this Nadu re-
gion compeletely.! Hence this paper pro-
poses to study its historical gcography,
locate its capital, identify the various vil-
lages which remaincd under this Nadu
unit, to asccrtain its extent with its bor-

der Nadu and to spot the same on mod-

ern map.?
Sources

Litcrature and cpigraphs form the
main sources of this study. The Hymns
of Ayyadigal Kadvarkon, Appar, Sam-
bandar, Sundarar and Sgkkilar’s- work
are the litcrary sources which mention
about the place Pachchil and its religious
significance. On the other hand about
160 inscriptions (of which 1 record be-
longs to the Pallava period, 104 belong
to the Chdla, 11 Hoysala, 16 Pandya, 3
Kerala king Ravivarman, 25 Vijayanagar
period) give ample evidence about this
Nadu unit.?

Antiquity of the Place Name PACHCHI

Ayyadigal-kadavarkon in this kshetra
venba mentions this place and a Siva tem-
ple therein as Pachchil Tiruvasiramam.*
Since the saint has been identified with
the Pallava king Sithhavarman IIT (540 -
558)%, the date of the place goes back

L. Thyagarajan

to the 6th century A.D. Besides Appar
and Sambandar who lived in the 7th cen-
tury, Sundarar (the 8th century A.D.)
also mentions the above place.® Of the in-
scriptions, a 20th year (A.D.866) record
of Nandivarman III, which is also the
earlicst inscriptional evidence, mentions
the place Pachchil. Besides two records
of Parantaka I dated in A.D. 919 and
942 mention the place as Pachchil and
Malanattu Pachchil.” Malavas were one
of the warrior clans of the Sangam pe-
riod and the region where they lived too
called in Pallava and Chola periods as
Malandadu. Since Pachchil is located in
this Malanadu region the antiquity of the
place goes back to the Sangam period.
The last inscription which mentions the
name Péchchil is dated in 1544 A.D.8 Af-
ter this date we do not come across the
name in any record.

PACHCHIL AS THE CAPITAL OF
THE NADU UNIT

Though the place existed from the 6th
century A.D. we do not know whether
it became the headquarters of the Nadu
nnit of the same name during the Pallava
pecriod or not However, from the hymns
of Sambandar and the Periya Puranam of
Sekkilar we are informed that Pachchil
was the royal seat of a Malava chief.® But
his identify is not known from epigraphs.
On the other hand the place became the
capital of the nadu unit during the early
Chola period itself. An inscription of
Parantaka I dated in 942 mentions Tu-
raiyiir as a village in Malanattu Pachchil
kirram.!® From this period onwards the
place rcmained in the same status. The
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last record which mentions the Nadu unit
is dated in 1544 A.D.!! Though Nadu as
a revenue unit lost its significance after
the Cholas, the term kiirram continued
to remain in usage till the middle of the
16th century A.D.

Identifying thc Capital

At present no placc cxists in the
Chéla country with the name Pachchil.
With the help of inscriptions we can cas-
ily identify the placc. There arc two vil-
lages called Gopurappatti and Tiruvasi
in Lalgudi taluk, Tiruchi District. Thcy
are situated
the Northern bank of the Kollidam
river on the Tiruchi - Musiri highway.!?
and Amaliséar and onme Vishpu tem-
ple called Adhinarayanapcrumal arc lo-
cated at Gopurappatti. These tem-
ples contain 13, 7 and 4 inscriptions
respectively.’® Another Siva temple with
29 inscriptions is located at Thiruvasi.tt
These temple inscriptions mention the
place as Pachchil and the temples
as Pachchil Thirnmgrrali®, Pachchil
Tiruvamaﬂs’varamls, - Pachchil
Adhinidyagaperumal'” and Pachchil
Tiruvasiramam?!. But now the place
name Pachchil disappcarcd and the vil-
lage split into two parts. The sattlement
which sprang up around the temple
Tiruvasiramam camec to the called as
Tiruvasi. The other part of the place
where the threc temple exist came to be
called first as Kavilpatti (in 1930) and
now as Gapurappatti.

Thus the modern Tiruvadi and
Gopurappatti villages together occupy
the ancient placec Pachchil. - -

Pachchil - A mcrcantile city

close to cach other on
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In addition to the status of being the
headquarters of the Nadu unit, Pachchil
became a flourishing mercantile town
from the 13th century A.D.18 A 27th year
record of Rajaraja III calls this place as
Vanigagraimam.?® The same is referred
to in a 34th year record (1302 A.D.) of
Maravarman Kulasekara Pandya T, A

- record of Vijayanagar period dated in

1499 A.D. calls this place as Pachchilpura
Rathnapuri alias Periya Pudukkadai.®
Another record which can be assigned to
the same period (Vijayanagar) calls this
place as Talaikkaveri Pimpattinam alias
Nagaram Pachchil.??

Pachchil kiirram and Valanadu sys-
tem

Following the introduction of Valanadu
sct up by Rajaraja I Pachchil Kiirram
came into the fold of Rajasraya I.
Pachchil kiirram came into the fold of
Rajasraya-valanadu in 1006 A.D.? But
this name underwent changes during
later periods as Virardjendra Valanadu
(1068 A.D.)*, Kulothungachola Valanadu
(in 1094 A.D.)» Tyagavalli - valanadu
(1097 A.D.)?, Ulagamulududai valanadu
27, Dinachintamani Valanadu (1070 -
1120)28, Thriubuvana mulududai valanadu
(1130 A.D.)® and lastly Rajaraja valanadu
(1172 A.D.)% The last name remained till
the end of the Chola period and even con-
tinue to be mentioned in the records up
to the 16th century A.D.3 When the Vi-
jayanagar rulers introduced uchavadi set
up this region came under Tiruchchirap-
palli Uchavadi in 1420 A.D.3? and the
name remained in usage till 1601 A.D.®

Geography of Pachchil Kiirram (Sce
Appendix List)

From epigraphs we are able to know
about 65 villages which were included
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in this Nadu unit. The following table
would show that the geographical spread
of the Nadu grew gradually and reached
its maximum limit towards the cnd of the
13th century A.D.

Period Centu Number of Djymnasty wise (From
-ries A.D. Scttlements Inscriptions)
6-9 1 Pallava 1
10 (] Chola )
11 15 Period I(850 - 985) 3
12 8 Period IT (085 - 1070) 17
13 27 Period III (1070 - 1166) 4
14 1 Period IV (1168 - 1279) 32
15 4 Pandyas (1250 - 1370) 1
16 2 Vijayanagar ’
17 NIL (1371 - 1750) 7
18 1 »

G5 . 65

Of the 65 villages the identity of 15
villages is not traceable and the rest of
the places can be located on a modern
map. Assuch the total extent of the nadu
at the end of the 13th century A.D. was
approximatcly 100 sq. miles. At present
this arca includcs 25 other villages in ad-
dition to the above 65 villages. Perhaps
these 25 places came into existence in the
post Vijayanagar period.

Border Nadus (See the Map)

By locating the villages properly on
the modern map and with the help of
the places of the adjacent Nadu units,
we can get the Nadus which stood on
the borders of Pachchil kirram. Ac-
cordingly the river Kollidam formed the
southern border, while Vadavali-Nadu
(Cholanganallur, Chittambar, Tirup-
paingali, Neyveli, Chettimangalam) stood
on the northern side. While Anmiir-
Nadu (Kalliir, Amur) stood on the west,
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Kalar-kiirram (Nagar, stood on the east-

ern side.

Factors which led to the growth of set-
tlements.

We may suggest the following factors
for the growth of the settlements included
in Pachchil-Kiirram. Religion is the most
important factor behind the growth of
settlements. The construction of temples
in a particular place led to the growth of
a village. Lands or villages granted as
Dévadana and Brahmadéya respectively
for the maintenance of the temple and the
priestly class (Brahmanas) led to the de-
velopment of settlements. We get about
27 villages under this category. Ofthem 8
villages were granted as dévadana to the
Thatjaviir temple by Rajaraja 1.3¢ An-
other factor seems to be the granting of
lands or villages to the government offi-
cials by the kings for their services. Chola
records refer to these officers as kaniyalar
with the titles of Udaiyan, Kilan, Kan
and Miveéndaveélan. From the records we
come to know that most of the villages
in Pachchil-kiirram were owned by this
kind of kamyalars 35 The pohtxcal activ-
ity of the ruling dynasty in a region may
be another factor for the growth of set-
tlements. For example, Pachchiir a mili-
tary camp?® and Kannaniir was the cap-
ital of the Hoysala kings during the 13th
century A.D.37 Finally the fertility of soil
and perennial water facilities also served
as the basis for the growth of settlements
in a region. Pachchil-kiirram is located
on the banks of the Kollidam river and
this natural resource may be the most in-
fluential factor for the growth of villages
in this region.
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Notes and References

1L

6a.

10.
11,
12.

13.

14,

"16.

17,

18.

13a.

Dr. Y.Subbarayalu has madc an attempt to siudy this nadu briefly in his .Political Geography of the
Chola country 1973, and located 15 villages of this Nadu unit,

One inch = One mile survey map is used for this purpose,

Of them 24 records are available in Gopurappatti village and 29 in Tiruvasi village. Except three, the
rest of the records in Gopurappatti are not reported. The three inscriptions are reported in Indian
Archacology a Review 1970 - 71 of the records of Tiruvasi only 16 have been copied by the ASI. I have
copied all the records and informed about them to ASI ,

Tiruppachilachchirama Koyil varalaru, p.48
T.V. Mahalingam, Inscriptions of tlic Pallavas, p.LVI
T x'ruppﬁchi]achchim.ma Koyil Varalaru, pp 41 - 48

NDI, Gopurappatti. But the script of the record is not in original Pallava character and seems to have

been reengraved during late Chdla period.
AR.Ep., 342 of 72- 73, 98 of 28 - 29

A.R.Ep., 342 of 53 - 54 |

T. xruppac]ulachcbzrama Koyil Varalaru, pp.41 - 48
AR.Ep., 98 of 28 - 29

Ibid., 353 of 53 - 54

Sce Map

Of the temples, two Siva temples are under the control of state Department of Archaeology, The Vishnu
temple is a deserted temple.

Sce Note No:3.
Parcntaka I 35th year, New Inscription, Tirumarali.
Uttamchola - 12th year - Indian Archacology - A Review 1970 - 71,

New Inscription, Kulaéekara Pandya I 34th year - Adinarayana - perumal temple, Gopurapatti. But
this temple was already in existence during Pallava period is proved by a Vishnu sculpture here, But
later the temple was renovated during the Pandya period.

A.R.Ep., 342 of 72 - 73.

Pachelil is referred to in the Nandivarman record as nagaram. After this record we get no reference
about thc nagaram till 13th century A.D.
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19.  Avapam - Vol. I1.p.46
20. Sce Note.17.

21.  New Inscription - Adinarayana Peruma] temple - Gopurappatti. The year falls during the period of
Narasandyakka of Vijayanagar,

22, Ibid.

23. Rajardja I 21st ycar, New Inscriptions GSpurappatti, Tiruvasi.
24, A.R.Ep., 82 of 1892,

25. A.R.Ep., 132 of 38 - 39.

26. Ibid., 346 of 72 - 73, But in A.R.Ep., it has been rcad as Tyagavinoda - valanadu.
27. 1Ibid., 117 of 47 - 48.

28. New Inscription Tiruvés’i, Kulottunga I, year lost.

20. A.-R.Ep, 510 OF 1012,

30. 1Ibid., 692 of 62 - 63.

31. Ibid., 353 of 53 - 54,

32. 1Ibid., 352 of 53 - 54

33. Ibid., 164 of 36 - 37

34. Sce the Appendix List

35. A.R.Ep., 18, 23 of 1891, 61, G5 of 1903, 32 - 37 of 1937 - 38
36. Ibid., 142 of 1902, -

37. 1Ibid., 18 of 1801.
PLACES UNDER PACHCHIL-KURRAM-As glcaned From Inscriptions

Sl Name in Inscription " Ealicst Present Reference Map

No. : Reference Name Code No.
. A.D.

3 2 ) ) 3 4 5 ) 6

1. Puchchil - Tiramaali ( T.S.) 866 Tiruvasi - Gopurapatti NDI - Gopurappatti

1a.  Pachclil Thiruvasiramam (T.S.) (11.Q.) 919 ~ Tiruvasi - Gopurappatti 342/1972- 73

2. Turaiytr (Kilpilaru) 012 Tugaiytr 98/28 - 29

3. Nexkuppai (D) . 013 Neykuppai ' NDI/Gopurappatti
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10.
11,
12.
13.

© 14,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.

26.
27,
28,
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.

36.

37.
38.

39.
40.

Vetpur

Tudaiyur (B) (Mipilaru)
Vattalaikudlar "

Kilina]lur "

Kerrangudi (D)

Bananallir (D)
Perumarudir (T.S.)
Anbantr (Mipilara) (D - T)
Ingaiytr (IKilpilaru) ”
Panamangalam ” "
Settanpadi " "
(Na)kkankudi "
Venkenkudikkandam ( H.Q.) ”
Makanikudi

Karimangalam (”)
Gunasilamangalam (B)
Neakuppaikkandan (11.Q.) (R)
Kavithikui ’

Valadi (Kilpalaru)

Rajanarayananallir (Mipilaru) (D)

Ayikudi

Kavithikudj alius Agalangan

Adamangalam (R)

Arindavanalliir

Talaikk i

Tilathakkudi(R)

Sonthamaraikannanalliir alias

Tiruttondatgainalliir (Mipilaru) (C)
Thirupporchori (Mipilaru)
Karumanikkanallar (7)
Siriyanbanallar (") (R)
Pelangavtir (Kilpilaru) (B)
Malavaniir
Tiruvellaai (Originally Lelongs
to Vadavalinadu)

Sangodu

Pandikulasanipuram
Nanurruvankuriclii alias
Pillaiyandan Kuichehi (D)
Ponnarulalanallur (D)
Pachchar

969

990

990

990

1006
1006
1017
1014
1014
1014
1014
1014
1014
1014
1014
1048
1053
1053
1068
1094
1130

1132
1132
1132
1172

1172
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Vaippir Kalvettu, Issue No.14
Todaiyir 158/37- 38
Vattalaigudlur "
Kiliyanallor "
Kovattakudi ? IAAR, 70-T1
»
Marudir 211/43 - 44
Sirukambir S.LVol.II,No.5
Injur "
Panamangalam i
Sattambadi "
Madakkudi ? "
Vengankudi "
Makalikudi »
S.I.Vol.IL.No.5
Pichchandarksil 602/1902
Noykuppai 127/28- 29
"
Valudi 82/1892:37/37 - 38
132/38 - 39
Ayikudi 605/1908
Talakkudi 510/1912
»
Talakkudi "
" 692/62 - 63
NDI/Tirﬁppaiﬁiili/Avaxmn
1172 Tiruppanjari NDI/Thiruppainjili
1172 Km‘iym&nikkxmaﬂﬁr »
1172 Si'llkmnbﬁr "
1101 Kil - Mol - Perungavir 688/62 - 63
1101 Malavanir o
1191 Tiruvellaai 194/38 - 39
1222 Sengudi NDI/Thiruppainjili
Avagam - 2
1222 Pandipuram "
1222 "
1228 235,236/73 - 74
1232 Pachchar 142/1902

31
32

38
39

41
42

12
13
14
15
16

18

20

28
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41.
42,
43.

44,

45.

48.
47,
48.
49.

§0.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58,
50,
60.
61.
G2.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70.

71.
72.

73.

74.
75.
786.
77.

Scmbiankuryir

Paingani

Piraykkudi

Kumaramangulam

Kiramangalam

TNattuvaniyachori

Pangayachalvinallar

Alappirandanallir

Porur Sirudaviir salias

Palurcheri (Kipilaru)

Marudir

Kannanur alias Vikramapuram (Capital)

Kerisattankurai

Esanaikkurai

Apputhikkurai

Purosaikkudi (D}

Sembiyanaliur

Narasingamangalun (B?)

Sengavir

Ottenur

Alggiyamar.mvt‘ﬂ_aclmtu.rvédimw'lga]mn (B)
Kannudaichaturvedi mangalam (B)
Vattalai Talaikavorippoompat{inam
alias Nagaram Pachchil (R)
Nattanangudi ' .
Nochchiam
Mavadumangalam
Kumarakudi
Pachchilpura Rathnapuri alias
Periyaputhukadai (R}
Kudappalli
Udaramafigalam .
Kilaiporungavur alias Lakkanna
Danmayakapuram (R) .
Manrachchanallir
Gunasilamangalam alias
Mallaiyapuram (R)
Samayapurmﬁ
Mullapadukudi
Tattanar
Udayarnattam

Virakudi

1233
1233
1233
1233
1233
1233
1233
1233

1302
1313
1420
1420
1423

1499
1499
1531

1592
1592

1601
1732

Kuttur

Parappangudi ?

Udaramangalam ?

Mlandapuram

Palur
Sirumarudir

Kannanar

Esanaikkorai

Appadurai

Sembiyanir
Narisingamangalam

Sengudi

Angiyamenavalam

Gopurappatti
Paénagudi
Nochchiam
Manpidimangalam
Kumarakudi

Gopurapatti
Kudappalli

Udaramangalam

Klperungavir
Mannachchanalltr

Pichchandarkail

Samayapuram

23/1891

" 6/37 - 38
23/1891
18/1891
61/1903

"
61/1903

124/36 - 37

31/37- 38

122/36 - 37

”n

”

12/36 - 37

"12/36- 37

NDIspurappatti
39/36 - 37
352/53 - 54

52/1892

53/38 - 39

NDI/ Gopurapatti
NDI/Gapurapatti

24/38 - 39

35/38 - 39
21/38 - 39

164/36 - 37
161/36 - 37

89

46

48
49

51

54
56

59
60

62
63
64

66

70
72
73
72a

79

82
83
84
85
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79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
04.
95.

7.

98,

Nanjaipallivadi ~
Injurpallikudi
Pallivadi
Edakudi

Attani
Nangamangalam
Jadigachatram
Kalpalayam
Ichichampatti
Ulundangudi
Thiruvarangampatti
Kadukkaiturai

Virandanalliir

Madavaperumal Koil - Rangargjampat{i

Palampulivettu
Meclpattu
Kuvarangampatti
Narimegu -
Kallikudi
Manikkapuram
Puduteru

Note : T.S. : Temple Settlement

D : Davadana Village

B : Brahmadaya Village

R : Village Name Repeated in the list when it figures with new name

H.Q. : Head Quarters of the Division

N.D.L : Newly Discovered Inscription

29
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100
101
102
103
104
105
108

86
87
88
89

91
92
23
94
95

‘97

98



23. TAMIL CAVE BRAHMI INSCRIPTIONS FROM GINGEE RE-

GION

Two Tamil cave Brahmi records! were
copied from Gingee region in the year
1993. Of these two, one was copied from
the caves of Pasumalai hills near Tondir
and Mel-Olakkir in Gingee (Seiiji) Taluk
of South Arcot District. This hill range
is about 20 kilometres from Seiiji. The

hill besides having caverns also contains .

the relief of Parévanatha- tirthankara. It
is popularly known as bhejenapedimalai. The
caverns are found on the north and south
sides of the outcrop. There are thrce beds
facing north with an approach of twenty-
eight steps. Engraved on thesc beds, the
archaic record is not easily visible to the
naked eye. On the south side of the out-
crop, there are two caverns, one at the
top with two beds having approach steps,
while the other at the bottom contains
five beds, without steps.

The language of this record is Tamil
and the script employcd is called Damili
or Tamil-Brahmi. Though thc terminol-
ogy Damili is very well applicable to the
alphabet of the archaic cave inscriptions
of Tamil Nadu, on the score that thcir
script got so cvolved to suit Dravidian
phonology, vet the name Tamil-Brahmi
has persisted with the cpigraphists. Also
this name has gained almost universal
currency due to their rcluctance to think
in terms of a suitable and altcrnative

M.D. Sampath

name. This inscription is written in two
lines and the engraving is rather shal-

“low. The record may be assigned on

palacographic grounds to c.1st-2nd cen-
tury A.D.

The record states that the beds were
caused to be made by Maochi, as the do-
nation of the villagers of Agal-iir, under
the orders (eva) of [I]lankayipan.

The intcresting feature of the record
is the absence of Bhattiprdlu system? of
writing. In this record one can find the
indigenous letter forms?® for the special
Dravidian sounds like n and 7. The pres-
ence of a vowel value and the distinc-

~ tion made for the medial vowel-signs for

¢ and g, are some of the evolutionary fea-
tures. In this record the pulli (dot) is seen
But in the
Anaimalai inscription, the pulli is present

for the consonant letter .

for the voiceless stop consonant letter ¢in
the expression aragte’. Similarly,!the pulli
marks were recently discovered! for the
consonant letters ¢ in the word netti and ¢
in the word atiffanam occurring in some of
the inscriptions from Pugaliir. This was
noticed by myself and Sri Iravatham Ma-
hadevan in the course of our in-situ study
of the Pugaliir inscriptions.

The Tamil-Brahmi record from Aivar-
malai, in the Tiruchchirappalli- Ratnagiri
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route, which exhibit the Bhattiprslu sys-
‘tem of writing, can be assigned on palaco-
graphical grounds to c.1st century B.C.
1st century A.D. Earlier scholars con-
firmed the presence of pulli (dot) for the
consonant letter ¢in the word atafe-anam.

This inscription was carefully examined .

by me and Sri I.Mahadcvan rccently. We
found that the pulli, hithcrto accepted by
scholars, is an optical illusion and a nat-
ural depression in the rock surface. Our
finding is that there is no mark of a chiscl
here to confirm the presence of a pulli.

The letter forms scen in this record
exhibit both the prc-Pugalur and the
Pugaliir featurcs.

Some of the forms like n, m, ¢, v, ¢, 4
show similarities to the oncs found in the
Pugaliir inscriptions. On account of the
pfesence of avowcl value in the conso-
nant, the mecdial vowel signs for ¢ and
& are not identical and the abscnce of
many pulli marks for the consonants, this
record can be placed between the Aivar-
malai record of the earlicr period and
some of the Pugaliir inscriptions of the
first phase. As stated above, the use of
pulliis not to be secn in the carlicr records.
This system was introduced at a latcr
stage as secn in the Anaimalai,® Pugaliir,
and the present iccord, in order to distin-
guish the basic consonant and the conso-
nant with the inhcrent a. It was devised
to reduce the matra valuc from the full to
the stop consonant. The Dravidian lctter
form {in the word Agd-ar has not under-
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gone any change and thus resembles the

_ un-opened type of 1 found in Mangulam
inscriptions.® This is an older form hav-

ing a circle with a vertical line cutting
across and ending in a zig-zag line. It is
still retained. The marked scriptal devel-
opment can be noticed in the letter forms
2] fand 7.

The term Ilankayipan occurring in
the present record is suggestive of a title
rather than a persona.l name. The literal
mcaning for this is the young Kasyapa.
The term Kayipen is the tadbhava form of the
Sanskrit word Kasyapa, which term occurs
as the name of a gotra. Mdchi, a personal
name of the donor who caused the beds
to be made in the cavern, reminds us of
the name of an ancient Tamil poet.

The place Agal-tir is identical with
the present Agalir, a famous Jaina cen-
tre, located in the Gingee - Mé&l-Olakkiir
or Tondiir route, This place has yielded
inscriptions of eighth century A.D.” The
temple dedicated to a Jaina tirthasikara
is still under worship by many of the
Jaina residents in the village.  The

inscription of Nandivarman, identified

- with Nandivarman JI, having a high reg-

nal ycar, mentions the place as Agalir.
Tondiir, wherefrom the Brahmi record
comes, is referred to in another record of
the same period in the context of its de-

~ struction by one Kampaiyan.

The second record®, engraved on a
boulder, which forms the outer face of a
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rocky outcrop, locally called Adukku-parai,

is from the place Naganiirpatti, 7 kms -

from Gingee (Sciiji), in the Gingee-Dasiir
route. In the rocky out-crop, slightly
away from the inscription arc found the
beds. The village Naganiir is very closc
to the findspot of the record. |

The inscription is in four linecs and
the engraving is not dcep. The language
of the record is Tamil and the script
employed is Tamil-Brahmi. On palaco-
graphical grounds, the rccord may be
placed later to the Tondiir inscription but
earlier to the rccord from Arachchalir.
The record under study may be assigned
to ¢.2nd-3rd century A.D. on the basis of
palaeography. '

The rccord states that the cave (palki)
was caused to bec made by Gichckkantanni,
the mother (tay)) of Chckkanti of
Perumpogal village.

The following palacographical pccu-
liaritics descrve notice. The carlicr lctter
forms that arc rctained in this record arc
the n and m. Somec of the letter forms like
t, liquid J, ¢k and y figuring in this rccord
show similaritics with the forms fonnd in
the Pugaliir inscriptions. The occurrence
of pulli can be scen in this record for the
consonants m, I, k, n, t and {. The horse-
shoe shaped m and the Roman I shaped

NOTES AND REFERENCES
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ccrebral n arc some of the earlier forms.
The form for ¢+ has undergone develop-
ment and shows the change of the line
into a curve from the middle of the stem.
The lctter form I, which is very much sim-
ilar to the form found in the Irumporai
rccords from Pugalir,? shows the change
of left and initial horizontal stem into an
accentuated curve. The stem on the right
side to which this curve is connected still

~ rctains the earlier feature. That is to say

that the form is not written in a running
fashion thereby avoiding the stem itself.
The form of [ noticed here is similar to
the one found in the word Rakutumpika re-
ferred to in one of the Tirupparankunram
inscriptions.’® The circle opened at the
top with a wider slit has resulted in a
loop on the right. This loop finally ends
in a short curve at the bottom. The letter
form p has a curve with both unlevelled
and levelled arms.

The levelled p is seen in the Nanéghat
inscription of Naganika, which is assigned
to first century B.C. The former type can
be scen in the Arikamédu potsherd in-
scriptions No.3 and 13 of 1st-2nd century
ADn

The place Perumpogal from where
Chekkanti hails can be identified with the
modern Perumpugai in Gingee Taluk of
South Arcot District.

1. These two records are included in the Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 1992-93 and are
included in this article with the kind permision of Dircctor of Epigraphy 1.S.A. Mysore.
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Paper on the ‘Origin, Evolution and Orthography of the Brahmi Script’ by M.D. Sampath presented
at the Tamil University Symposium, 1088,

Ep.Ind., Vol.XLII, p.146.

Indological Essays (Commemorative Volume II for Gift Siromoney), (ed.) by Michael Lockwood (1992},
p.152

Ibid., p.150

M.D.Sampath, Ibid,

Sce the ‘Jaina Inscriptions of Sattamargalany’ by M.D.Sampath in the Seminar on Inscriptions, (ed).
by R.Nagaswamy, pp.161-62.

Michael Lockwood, op.cit.,, p.132. This rccord was discovered by my colleague S.Rajavelu, Senior
Epigraphical Asst, Epigraphy Branch, South Zone, Madras. Myself and Rajavelu made an in-situ

cxamination of this record and copied the same during February 1993. The same is being included in
the Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 1992-93.

See the ‘Corpus of Tamil-Brahum] inscriptions’ by Iravatham Mahadcvan in the Seminar on Inscriptions,
(¢cd). by R.Nagaswamy, pp.65-66, Nos. 56-57.

Ihid., p.G5, No.51.

M.D.Sampath, op.cit.

Tondir Record Test , ,
1 Hankayipen €va Agal-tr-aam .2 Machi cheyita atitanam

Naganfirpatti Record - Text :
1 Perumpoga

2 Chekkanti tayiya U

3 chekkantanni che -

4 yivitta palli
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THE LATER PANDYAS (1371-1759)

The extreme south of the Indian
Peninsula was the Pandya kingdom. The
ancient Pandyan royal dynasty cxisted
from beforc the Christian era. The carli-
est epigraphical reference to the Pandyas
is found in thc inscriptions of Asdka,
the grcat. During the Sangam age
the Pandyas had contacts with different
parts of the world including China in

the cast and the Roman cmpire in the '

west. In the middle of the 3rd century the
Kalabaras capturcd the Pandyan capital
Madurai(the present Madurai in Tamil
Nadu) and cstablishcd their supremacy
throughout thc region. In the middle
of the 6th ccntury, the Pandya king
Kadungdn overthrew the Kalabhras and
established the first Pandyan empire. In
the begining of the 10th century the
Pandyans were subducd by the Cholas.
Rajaraja Chdla, thc great (985-1014)
made the Pandyan kingdom a province
of the Chdla empire and it was called
The Pandyas

struggled on for two centurics and in

Rajaraja Pandi-Nadu.

1219 Maravarman Sundara Pandya I dec-
feated the Cholas and laid the foun-
dation for the sccond Pandyan empire.
The Chodlas disappcarcd around 1279.
The Pandyan banner with the two fish
emblem flew in Kérala, Ceylon, Chgla
mandalam and also in cecrtain south-
crn parts of the Tclugu country. They
were at their zenith in the 14th cen-

N. Sethuraman

tury. Successive Muhammadan inva-
sions from Delhi (1311, 1318, 1323 and
1327) and the Madurai Sultanate (1323-
71) madc the Pandyas weak and power-
less. The Vijayanagar prince Kampana
(son of Bukka, the disciple of the great
sage Sankaricharya Vidyaranya) cap-
tured Madurai and brought the entire
Tamil Nadu under his control. The
Madurai Sultanate disappeared from the
scene. The Vijayanagar empire exercised
its authority throughout South India.
However, they did not do any harm to the
Pandyas and allowed them to rule freely a
small track of land near Tirunelvéli south
of Madurai. Politically Pandyas were no
match to Vijayanagar and also to the
near by Keérala kingdom.

Pandya Kilodaya, the Sanskrit Poem!
introduces the historical kings upto
Kaliyngaraman alias Jatavarman Vira
Pandya 1297-1342 and his
Ko6dandarama? alias Jatadvarman Sun-
dara Pandya 1304-1319. During the 14th
century the Pandyan kingdom was occu-
pied by the Muhammadans. They were
driven out by the Vijayanagar Prince
Kampana in 1371. This episode is com-
pletely omitted in Pandys Kulsdeye. The
poct skips over half a century and de-
scribes the kings who ruled prior to and
after the reign of Tenkasi Parakrama, the
builder of the famous Tenkasi temple.?

nephew
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He ruled from 1422 to 1463 A.D.
"Thus the making of the later Pandyas
starts with the predccessors of Tenkasi
Parakrama. The poet says ¢hat in the
family of the Pandyas and scvcral ycars
after the rulc of K6dandarama alias Sun-

dara Pandya (1304-1319), a great king

called Kanaka Pardkrama ruled. His
sister’s son was Abirama Vira Pandya.
His son was Abirama Kulaéckara. Af-
ter his reign Srivallabha ruled followed
by Vira Pandya whose successor was
Tenkasi Parakrama (1422-63). The pre-
deccssors of Parakrama are not far away.
They must have existed after 1371 when
the Muhammadans were driven out from
Madurai which fact is carefully lcft out
in the poem,

(Kanaka) Parakrama (1357-1372)

A record(30/1896) which comes from
Chdlapuram near Ngarksyil belongs to
Parikrama Pandya. The data are saka
1293 month Makara year 15 correspond-
ing to January 1372 A.D. thc date when
the Muhammandan rulc was wiped out
by Vijayanagar. Kielhorn consulted the
data of his other records and said that
he came to the throne between the 5th
February 1357 and the 9th January 1358
and ruled till 1372 (E.LIX Pagc 228).
Probably hec was Kanaka Parakrama
since some of the princes discussed below
figure in the poem Pandys Kulodaya.

Hatilavarman Parakrama ( 1367-1387)
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A record which comes from courtal-
lam near Tenkasi (408/1917) belongs to
Jatilavarman Pardkrama Pandya. The
data are $aka 1309, year 20 day 279 corre-
sponding to 1387 A.D. The record states
that Parakrama repaired the temple from
the base to the pinnacle (upanadi stiipi
pariyantam) and also the central shrine,
His other
records are not known. For the present
we can safely conclude that Parakrama
ruled from 1367 to 1387.

ardhamandapa and mahamandapa.

Maravarman Vira Pandya (1371-
1396) |

Another record 422 /1917 which comes
from the above temple belongs to
Maravarman Vira Pandya of birth star
Jyéeshta. He calls
repaired the courtallam temples elder
brother.t The record supplies the date
Year 23, Rishaba, Sukla, Pafichami,
Pushya and Wednesday. The date of
the record fall after 1387 when the tem-
ple was repaired. The data perfectly
agree with 5th May 1394. Since his other
records are not known we can tentatively
conclude that he ruled from 1371 to 1396.
Most probably he was the son of the sis-
ter of (Kanaka ?) Parakrama who ruled
from 1357 to 1372.

Parakrama who

Jatilavarman Kulasckhara (1395-1411)

According to the poem, the son
of Vira Pandya must be Kulasckhara.
Karivalamvandanallir record 27/1908 of
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Jatilavarman Kulasekhara quotcs Saka
1324, Year 7. His llafji record 528/1911
(in which Maravarman is a mistake for
Jatilavarman) states that he built the
Subrahmanya temple from the base to
the pinacle. The data are Saka 1331 year
14. His courtallem record 458/1918 is
dated Saka 1333. The available data in-
dicate that Kulasckhara ruled from 1395
to 1411.

‘Maravarman Srivallabha (1402-1444)

The son of Kulasgkhara., according to
the poem was Srivallabha. Records bear-
ing the name Maravarman Srivallabha
of this period are tabultated in Table-
He ruled

His surname was

1 of the Appendix portion.
from 1402 to 1444.
shavaraman and his birth star was
Pirattadi. His Attalanaliir record con-
tains the Tamil Prasasti Jayamadandaiyum
which is a verbatim copy of an ear-
lier record of Stivallabha of 1101 A.D.
(See page 112 of Medicval Pandyas -
N.Sethuraman) Srivallabha covered the
Ramesuaram temple with copper. This
is confirmed by the Pudukkdttai copper
plates which we shall sce somewhere be-
low.

Jatilavarman Parakrama (1401-1434)

Two rccords of the Table I com-
ing from llafji and Dé&vadanam in-
form us that Srivallabha had an eldcr
brother called Parakrama Pandya and

his 30th ycar is quoted. Dévadanam

PURABILEKHA PATRIKA

record 246/1941 belongs to Jatilavarman
Parakrama year 33, Mithuna, su 9 Tues-
day, Chittirai. The data agree with 15th
June 1414 %yielding his first year 1401.
Probably he should be the elder brother
of Srivallabha. Since his other records are
not known we can surmise for the present
that Parakrama ruled from 1401 to 1434.
This Parakrama is not mentioned in the

poem Pandyakulodaya.
Maravarman Vira Pandya (1421-1446)

Pandya Kulodaya states that Vira Pandya
was the son of Srivallabha. Inscriptions
of Vira Pandya of this period are avail-
able. They are tabulated in Table II.
His dynastic title was Maravarman. He
ruled from 1421 to 1446. He was called
Tirunelvéli Peruma] and also Kaliyu-
garaman. However, his record is not
available in the Tirunelveli temple. His
birth star was Ardra.

During this period a coin by name
Kaliyugaraman-panam was in circula-
tion. This coin is mentioned in the
Tiruchendiir record 28 of 1912 dated Kol-
lam 621 corresponding to 1445 A.D. This
date prompted the scholars that the coin
was issued by Vifa Pandya of accession
1421. The surmise no longer holds good.
Tiruksllir record 723/963 is dated Kol-
lam 589 Purattasi equivalent to Septem-
ber 1413 A.D. It also mentions Kaliyu-
garaman-panam. It means that prior to
1413 there was some other king with the
surname Kaliyugaraman and he should
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have minted the coins. Jatavarman Vira
Pandya alias Kaliyugaraman ruled from
1297 to 1342. He founded a village called
Kaliyugarama chaturvédi mangalam in
his name ncar Srirafigam. It was he who
issued these coins. (N. Sethuraman -
Pandyar Varalaru-Tamil-page 156).

Maravarman Vikrama Pandya (1404-
1445)

During this period there was an-
other prince by mname Maravarman
Vikrama Pandya. However, the poem
Pandya Kulodaya 1s silent about him.
Tiruchchendiir record 27/1912 belongs
to Marvarman Vikrama Pandya, Year
13. It records gift of lands to a
tample and also to a brahmana of
Mangalamkurichchi. The next record
28/1912 which belongs to him is dated
Kollam 621 corrcsponding to 1445 A.D.
It refers to the above transactions
and states further that the tcmple for
which the lands wecre gifted was called
Nakkiradéva. The brahmana who figurcs
in the previous rccord also figurcs here.

In the record the king bears the surname

Ranarangaraman Perumal.

A record 612/1902 which comes
from Tirupunavasal belongs to Vikrama
Pandya, Saka 1339, Ycar 14, Makara,
Sukla Paiichami, Wedncsday and
Uttirattadi. The data regularly cor-
respond to 12th January 1418. This
yields his accession in 1404. The avail-
able materials indicate that Maravarman
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Vikrama alias Raparangaraman ruled
from 1404 to 1445. His relationship with
the other Pandyan princes is not known.

Tenkasi Parakrama (1422-1463)

Pandya Kulodaya states that Jatilavarman
Parakrama Pandya, the founder of the
capital Tenkasi and the builder of the fa-
mous Tenkasi Visvanatha temple was the
successor Maravarman Vira Pandya alias
Kaliyugaraman of accession 1421. The
relationship is not known. Parakrama
came to the throne in 1422. His Tamil
Prasasti begins with the introduction
‘Piimisai vapitai’, etc. His birth star was

Mrigadira.

The Tenkasi inscription of Parakrama

" says that god Visvanatha having ap-

peared in the dream of the king
Parakrama Pandyadéva was pleased to
express His desire thus : “Our temple
(Sivalaya) in the Uttara Kasi (North-
ern Kasi-Benaras) is in ruins (jirana).
We desire that a temple (3laya) for
us should be built under the name
Dakkshina Kasi on the northern bank of
the river Chitra”. Upon this Parakrama
founded the city Tenkasi (Dakshina Kasi)
and built the Sivélaya called Vi$vanatha
temple.* While the inscription informs
us in a polite style, the poem Panpdya
Kulsdaye (the manuscript of which was
found in Lahore Museum, Pakistan and
later transferred to the Punjab Univer-
sity) tells the historic truth point blank.
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The poem says that one evening as
the Pandya king was sitting on his throne
after performing his religious routine, he
saw a brahmana who was coming from
Kasi along with his wife and two chil-
dren. Marking with sacred ash (bhasma
prasidam) the forchead of the king who
was an ocean of immense compassion, the
brahman as told somcthing in sccret to
his sons and then gave to the king a large
fruit. He then said to the king “(Oh king)
our entire wecalth has been plundered by
the Muslims (Tuluskas) and our beautiful
residence has been raced to the ground.
Build, thercfore for me, a charming house
(Kantham nisantam) on the banks of the
Dabara river”. Then He dissappceared.

The king assurcd himself thus about
the noble bradhmana- “to be sure it is
Siva (Isa) the ocean of compassion Him-
self who had come to me accompained

by Parvati, the daughter of Mount Hi-

mavan and thcir two sons the elephant
faced Ganésa and Skanda”.

The fact rcmains that when the

TENKASI PARAKRAMA AND HIS SUCCESSORS

(1) (3)

Tenkasi Para Siivallabha
krama B.S. B.S.Uttiram
Myigasira was alive in
1422-63 1471
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Kaéi Visvanitha temple on the banks
of river Gangd was demolished by the
Muslims, Parakrama Pandya founded
the city Dhakshina Kasi and built the
Viévanitha temple there. Incidentally
many brahmanas who came from the
river Ganga regions figure in the Tenkasi
inscriptions of Parakrama.® Probably
they sought assylum in the south when
the Benares temple was destroyed by the
Muslims. Parakrama started the con-
struction of the temple in 1446 A.D.
Sivaling was consecrated in 1447. The
foundation for the temple was laid in
1457. In the ycar 1463 Pardkrama died.
The rest of the construction was com-
pleted by his younger brother Alagan Pe-
ruma)] Kulasckhara. The dates and do-
ings of Tenkasi Parakrama and the reigns
of his successors upto 1508 are discussed
(by me) in the Journal of the Epigraph-
ical Society of India volume nine edition
1982 and there is no need for repetition
here. However, in order to maintain the
continuity of the present article the ge-
neaology and the dates of these princes
are given in the next page.

B.S. - Birth Star
(5) (7)

Kulasekhara Princess
B.S.Punar- _ Abhirama
vasu Nayika

1430-77
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@) | @ ©)
Kulstturiga ‘ Princes Arikgsvara
Pandya B.S. ) 1437-78
Jyeshia .
1423-66
) SN0 | (10)
Sembaka Siivallabha Panin
Sundara alias B.S. Ardra Perumal
Vira Pandya . 1454-58 Parakrama
1447-62 ) Pandya alias
Vira Pandya
B.S. Avittam
1468-81
(11) (12)
Alagm Parakrama
Pérumal B.S.Ardra
Parakrama . v 1474-84
B.S.Avi{tam
1474-1506
N
(13) (14)
Parakrama Vira Pandya
alias 1486-87
Kulasekhara
B.S. Krtika
1480-1508

No. 13 and 14 Parakrama alias Kulasckhara and 14 Vira Pandya are the heroes of the sanskrit poen Pandya Kutodya
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Tirunelvéli Perumal(Lord of Tirunelveli)

Prior to the coming of the Muham-
madans the Tirunclveli town was more
or less the sccond capital of the Pandyas.
When the Madural Sultanate was es-
tablished (1323-1371) the Pandyas with-
drew from Tirunclvéli and went to the
northern side of Tamil Nadu. The
last Pandyan rccord of this period
which comes from Tirunelvcli belongs
to Maravarman Kulasckhara Pandya IT7
dated 1321.
turies no Pandyan rccord appcars in

Afterwards for two cen-

Tirunclvéli.
the 15th,

sclves Tirunclvéli Perumals.

Many Pandya kings of
16th centurics call them-
But cx-
cept the lonc rccord of Maravarman
Sundara Pandya alisa Tirunclveli Pe-
rumil dated 1545 (S.I.1.V. 408) no other
Pandyan rccord appears till 1759, the
last date of the Pandyan dynasty. It
is curious to scc that between 1321 and
1759 only onc Pandyan satisfied them-
sclves by boasting as Tirunclvéli Pe-
rumals whercas in rcality it was not so.
Pandyas called themsclves as “who re-
vived the past”. This was an cmpty
boast. Politically they were weak. The
past glory was not rcvived. Howecver,
they revived thc past in the matter
copying the prasastis of their ances-
tors who cxisted in the 12th and 13th
centurics.  For example, Maravarman
Stivallabha of accession 1402 copicd
the Tamil prasasti Jayamadandaiyum,
etc of Sadaiyavarman Siivallabha of ac-
cession 1101. Most of the princes
of the 16th, 17th and 18th centurics
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adopted the Bhuvantcka Vira pradasti of
maravarman Vikrama Pandya of acces-
sion 1250 and his brother Sadaiyavarman
Sundara Pandya of accession 1250. The
prasasti also is in corrupt form without
relevance to any event.®

The Piandyas who at that time ruled
a few taluks, with the high sounding ti-
tle Tribhuvanachakravarti were defeated
by the Kerala kings who established
their authority in and round Tirunelveli.
Their records are available in Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi and extend up to Kanyakumari
the cxtrcme south of the peninsula. Be-
tween 1508 and 1534 no Pandyan record
appears. Thecy were overrun by the
Kerala kings.® The condition of this an-
cicnt dynasty was very pathetic. They
sought the help of the then Vijayanagar
emperor Achyutadévarija.

Achyutadévaraya

A record which comes from Kanchipuram

belongs to Achuta and it is dated Novem-
ber 1529. It states that Achyuta defeated
the Kerala king, collected tributes from
him and planted a pillar of victory on
the banks of river Tambaraparani. Dur-
ing the campaign Achyuta helped the
Pandyas and also married a Pandyan
princess.’® The event has to be placed
around 1529.

In his poem Achyatarayabhudayam
the poet Regunatha Kavi informs us that
when the emperor having heard that the
king of Tiruvadi (king of Kerala) did
not pay the tributes for some years re-
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solved to tcach him a lesson. A large
expedition was fitted uvp and was per-
sonally commandecd by the cmperor. He
stayed at Sriraﬁgam (part of modern Tru-
ichirappalli) and scnt his brother-in-law
(Tirumala), son of Salagaraja, implored
him to cntrust to him the charge of bring-
ing the Tiruvadi (Kcrala king) to his
The Kerala king was dcfcated
on the banks of Tambaraparani and the
Vijayanagar gencral took him prisoncr.
The Kcrala king came to Srirangam and
Achyuta trcated him with great consid-
eration and lis lifc was sparcd.!t It was

scnse.

at this time Achyuta should have mar-
ried the daughter of the Pandya king.
We must know the Pandya king whose
daughtcr marricd Achyuta.

Jatilavarman S’rfva]labha who revived
the past (1534 - 1545)

During this pcriod a certain Srivallabha

Pandya styled himsclf as hc who re-
vived the past (irande kalam cdutta) ap-
pears on the scenc. IHis rccords arc
tabulated in Table III Hc came to
the thronc in 1534. In thec rccords
he calls hissclf Jatilavarman Srivallabha
alias Kulasckhara and Kodandarama,
son of Ahavarama. His rule cxtends
upto 1545. Iis birth star was Asuathi.
Hec is also called Tirunclveli Perumal.
(Darukapuram 583 of 1915). Ilis grantha
prasasti begins with Bhuvanckavira. ctc
A coin issucd by Achyutadcva raya was
found in krishnapuram (about 40 kilo-
mecters west of Srirangam). On the ob-
verse the legend Ahavarama in the char-
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acters of the 16th century Tamil is writ-
ten. On the reverse Achyuta’s favourite
Gandabhcrunda bird figures. These facts
prove that Achyuta married the daugh-
ter of Ahavarama Pandya and on this
occassion he issued the coins bearing
the name Ahavarima in honour of his
Achyuta did not go to
the southern war front.

father-in-law.
He was camp-
ing at S'ﬁraﬁgam. Probably the marriage
should have taken place at Srirangam and
fittingly the Ahanvarama Pandya coin is
found west of Srirangam. Obviously the
above Srivallabha alias Kulasckhara alias
Kadandarama, son of Ahavarama, should
be the brother of the Pandyan princess
who married Achyuta. The matrimonial
alliance prompted Srivallabha to adopt
the high sounding tittle “ he who revived
the past” (iranda-kalam-edutta)

Maravarman Pardkrama (1506-1536)

During this period there were two
princes called Maravarman Parakrama
Pandya and Sundara Pandya. The Val-
lanad Agaram record 4 of 1916 belongs
to Maravarman Parakrama Year 30, Saka
1457, Panguni, Su 5, Rohini and Sunday.
The data agree with 26th March 1536.
This yiclds his initial year as 1506. How-
ever till 1536 his records do not appear
obviously because of the Kérala occupa-
tion of this territory. After getting help
from Achyutadcvaryy, Parfama appears
on the scenc. His relationship with the
later kings is not known.

Mavarman Sundara Pan dya (1531-
1555)
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After the revival of the Pandyas an-
other prince by name Maravarman Sun-
dara Pandya appears. His rccords are
tabulated in Table IV. He ruled from
1531 to 1555. His birth star was Hasta
(See Table IV). In his Tirunclveli record
dated 1545 (S.I.I.V 408) he is called by
the royal title Tirunelvéli Pcrumal, born
in Pushya evidently the accession star
which made him the king. The same
record statcs that his birth star was
Hasta. (Elsewherc we have discusscd this
record. Between 1321 and 1759 which
was the last datc of the Pandyas, this
is the only Pandyan rccord found in the
Tirunelvéli temple)

Abhirama and Ahavarama

The Pudukkottai copper plates of
Srivallabha alias Varatungarama dated
1583 supply valuable information about

(1) Abirama Parakrama

(3
Parakrama alias

Kulasckara

(6) | (M)

Guparaimna Varatungarama

(8)

Arivirarama
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the later Pandyas.!? A comparitive study
(a most difficult task) of these plates
with the inscriptions of the later Pandyas
discovercd upto this date throws mnew
light in our venture. The charter states
that in the family of the Pandyas two
great kings were born namely Srivallabha
and Manabharana. The former gilded
the Ramé&svaram temple with copper and
the latter founded the Tenkasi city and
built the Viévanatha temple. It is clear
that those two kings were Maravarman
Srivallabha of accession 1402 and Tenkasi
Parakrama of accession 1422. The cop-
per plates further state that in the family
of these kings, two brothers namely Ab-
hirama Parakrama and Ahavarama were
born. According to the copper plates the
gencalogy of the decendants of these two
kings 1s as follows :

Younger brother (2) Ahavarama

(%)
Salivatipati
(Tirunelveli

Perumal)

(%)
Srivallabha who

revived the past

)

Srivallabha
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We have alrcady scen No.5 Srivallabha,
son of Ahavarama. Hc ruled from 1534 to
1545. His birth star was Asuati. He was
called “he who rcvived the past”. His sis-
ter married Achyutaddvardya.

Let us sec Nos. 3 & 4 the two sons of
Abhirama. In the inscriptions the clder
brotheris called Jatilavarman Pardkrama

alias Kulasckhara, Viravenbamalai, Tirunelwv

Perumal son of Abhirama Parakrama. In

certain records he is called Viravenbamalai
alias Tirunclveli Pcrumal Kulaséskharadéva

son of Abhirama Pardkrama Pandyadcva.
His rccords arc many. For the purpose
of our rescarch certain records alone arc
given in Table V. He ruled from 1543 to
1551. His birth star was Aswati.’® His
records arc found in and around Tenkasi.
Though he is called in diffirent ways in
the inscriptions, his father’s name Abhi-
rama Parakrama and the acccession date
1543 help us in identifying his records.

In the village lavclangal ncar Kovilpatti

taluk ninc hero stoncs with inscriptions
on them are found. These stones cach
of about four fcct in height depict scries
of conflicts between two opposing war-
riors. Onec of these warriors is repre-
scnted with a high slaping top knot, fight-
ing on foot with bow and arrows hav-
ing a shield in the left arm for protcc-
tion. The enemy appcars as a royal war-
rior wearing a crown and riding on horsc
back. A shicld, a sword and a lancc
form his armour. Most of the inscriptions

dated Saka 1469, Kilaka (corrcspond-

ing to 1547) rccord the dcath of some
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Maravar soldiers of Kundiyamkot tei who
fought on the side of Tirunelvéli pe-
rumi] alias Véttumperumal against the
army of a certain Vengalaraja when the
latter rose in revolt against his over-
lord. They state that Tirunelvéli Pe-
rumil was camping at llavélangal. At
that time some of the Maravar sol-
dicrs are stated to have died after pierc-

cli

ing the horscs of the opponent (Kudi-
rai kuTti pattan). The scene of the bat-
tle might have been the field where the
hero stones are found. The ruling king
in about this time was Parakrama alias
Kulasckara alias Tiruneléli Perumal of
accession 1543. Evidehtly he should have
conducted the successful campaign.i* The
episode of the revolt of Vengala Raja
also called Kannadian kalakam (revolt by
the Kannadigas) is also described in the
Tamil folk poem Aivar Rajakka] Kadai (story
of the five Rijas) - (Vanamamalai -
Madurai Kamaraj University). -

Inscriptions of No.4 the second
son of Abhirama are many. He
bears the same name of his elder

brother i.e., Parikrama Pandya alias
Kulaéckharadcéva, Tirunelvéli Perumal.
Sometimes the epithets Viravénbamalai,

Dharmaperumal are also added. Viravenbamalai

mecans garland of verses in Tamil in
Venba meters praising the heroic deeds
of the king. His records are found around
Tepkasi and Sﬁvilliputtﬁr. For the pur-
pose of our research some of his records
are tabulated in Table VI. He came to
the throne in 1551 and his records are
available upto 1563. In all his records he
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gives the namc of his father Abhirama
Parakrama.

Princes Nos. 8 & 9

Before investigating Gunarama No.
6 and Varatungarama No. 7 lct us
8 & 9. Inscriptions bearing
the name Jatilavarman Alagan Perumal
Ativirarima alias Srivallabhadéva, son of
Darmaparumal Kulasakhara who was the
son of Abhirima Parakrama are avail-
able. The datcs of many records bearing

sce Nos.

this name arc given in the pages 118 to
121 of A.R. Ep. 1918. Certain records
pbint out the accession in 1563 and some
in 1564. The former sct of records shows
that the first ycar of the king falls in
thc month Mina and also in the subse-
quent solar months in 1563. The lat-
ter sct of records indicates that the first
~ year falls in thc month Mina and the
subscquent solar months in 1564. (The
backward calculations arc extremely dif-
ficult. In ordcr to minimise the difﬁculty
I have suggested the above method which
is enough for the present. Records which
contain imperfcct data are not consid-
ercd). Thus we sce two princes with the
same name Alagan Perumal Ativirarama
alias Srivallabha of accession 1563 and
1564 respectively. As we shall sce below
thcy were brothers.

Alagan Pcrumal Ativirarama 3lias
Srivallabha T (1563 - 1583)

He was born in the Punarvasu
star.®® IIc built the Kulasckharamudaiyar

Siva Temple and the goddess shrinc
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Kulavaymoli Nachiyar temple at Tenkasi'

in 1568. He was a great Tamil
scholar. He translated the Sanskrit
poem Naishadem into elegant Tamil

called Naidadam. He wrote in Tamil
Kirma Purane and Kasi Kandam. The
Pudukkottai copper plates state that he
was no more in 1583 which was his 21st
regnal year.”” His younger brother was
$rivallabha whom we have already seen.

Alagan Perumal Ativirarama alias
$rivallabha II (1564 - 1606)

The Srivilliputtiir copper plates state
that Abhirama Parakrama had a son
called Parakrama.’® In the Saka year
1474 current (1551 A.D.) cyclic year
Virodhakrit his son Abhirama formed a
village called Parakrama Pandyapura in
the name of his father. This information
prompts us to identify Abhirama with
Srivallabha, the second son of Parakrama
of accession 1551.

The Tenkasi gopuram record!® states
that Alagan Sivala-vel (Srivallabha) was
crowned in 1564 Chittirai.

The Da].aT/ay Agraharam plates of
Ativirarama® state that Abirama’s son
was Parakrama. His son was Srivallabha
also called Abirama and Ativirarama.
The charter was issued in Saka 1517
wrong for 1518 cyclic year Durmukhi
Simha, Su 12, Monday the 33rd Year
of the king. The date corresponds to
23rd August 1596. Backward calcula-
tion proves that Simha of 1564 was the
first ycar of the king. All pur together.
It is very clear and we can safely con-
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clude that Alagan Perumal Ativirarama
Srivallabha of Acccssion 1564 was the
sccond son of Parakrama. He was also
called Abirama. He was the younger
brother of Alagan Pcrumal Ativirarama
Srivallabha of accession 1563. He issucd
the Srivillipattur charter. The highest
rcgnal ycar of the clder is 21 correspond-
ing to 1583 and that of the younger is 42
corresponding to 1606 A.D.%

The above S'rfvi]liputtﬁr charter states

that the birth

star of Ativlrarama

Srivallabha of accession 1564 was Dhanishta.

This is also confirmed by his Tenkasi
rccord 484/1917. The data are Saka
1519 current cyclic year Durmukhi month
Mina. The record is dated 1597 Mina
the 34th Year of the king. Mina 1563 is
the 10th ycar and the first ycar falls in
Mina 1564. This proves that the rccord
belongs to the younger brother and the
high regnal ycar also confirms our sur-
mise. Tenkasi record S.I.I.XXVI 545 con-
firms that the birth star of younger Ativi-
rarama was Dhanishta. Tenkasi rccord
501/1917 states that in 1566 Ativirarama
of accession 1564 built the Srivallabha
vinnagar Perumal Vishnu Temple in
Tenkasi.

In all their inscriptions the two broth-
ers Nos. 8 & 9 arc called Alagan Perumal
Ativirazima alias Srivallabha.

times the names of their father and grand

Some-

father are also given. In order to identify
the brothers of same name the following
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mcthod will be uscful.

The highest regnal ycar for the el-
der is 21. Thercfore records with regnal
ycars 22 and above can be assigned to
the younger. In the case of the records
in which the regnal ycars are 21 and
below the astronomical data are to be
worked out and the equivalent christian
With the help
of the regnal ycars we can do the back-
ward calculations and find whether the
initial ycar was 1563 or 1564. These dates
will help us in assigning the record ci-

dates are to be found.

ther to the lder or younger.Records in
which the Saka ycars and cyclic ycars
are quoted, sufficient carc is to be taken
to verify whether the quoted Saka ycar
is current or cxpired. Where the data
are imperfect, the record should be re-
jected as far as the date portion is con-
cerned. The contents of the rccords
can be taken into consideration for the
study of social, cconomic and art history.
The birth star of the clder Ativirarama
was Punarvasu and that of the younger
Ativiraraima was Dhanishta. In certain
records the younger brother is also called
Ativirarama Srivallabha alias Abirama.

Gunarama No-6

It scems that Gunarama did not as-
pire for the throne. Becausc his inscrip-
tions is not available. His existence in
1555 is quoted by the Tenkasi rccord’
538/1917. It says that the birth star of
Gunarama was Mila.
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(1) Abhirama

(3) Pargkrama alias Kula-
éckhara alias Viravep-
bamalai Tirunélvéli
Perumal, birth star
Asdvati 1543 to 1551

(6) Guparama cxisted in
1555 birth star Mala

(8) Alagan Perumal Ati-
virarama Srivallabha
Birth Star Punarvasu-
built the Kulasckhara-
udaiyar Siva tem-

ple at Tenkasi, Tamil
scholar 1563-1583

Varatungarama No-7

His records arc tabulated in Ta-
ble VII. He is called Abirama Varatun-
garama alias Vira Pandya. In cer-
tain records hc is called Abirama Sun-
darésvara Varatungarama. Ilc came to
the throne in 1586 and ruled till 1593. Ilc
participated in thc administration prior
to his accession also. His birth star was

Pushya.

He was the author of the Tamil pocms
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Younger brother

(4) Parakrama alias Kula-
sckhara alias Tirunel-

veli Perumal, Vira
Venbamalai, Dharma
Perumal 1551-1563

(7) Varatungaarama birth
star Pushya - Tamil
scholar 1586-1595

(2) Ahavarama

(5) Srivallabha alias Kula-
$ekhara alias Kodanda-
rama who revived the
past whose sister

married Achyutadéva-
raya (in 1529)

1534-1545)

(9) Alagan Peruma] Ati-
virarama Srivallabha
called Abhirama birth
star Dhanishta-built
Srivallabha Vinnagar
emberumany Vishpu
temple at Takasi
1564-1606

Bralmattara Kandam and Kokkokam (Kama

Sutra - sez)

With the help of the above data we
can construct the geneaology of the 16th

century Pandya kings as follows :

The decendants of the above princes
arc not known, Certain princes rarely
appcar till 1759. But we are not in a
position to construct the chronology and

gencaology. Let us see those kings.
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Record Name of the king and other Date
Village Data

T.A.S. VI Varagupa $rivallabha alias Kulasekéara Dikshiter 1615
Page 147 who performed yaga-Saka 1537

Twkasi

T.A.S. VI Srivala Maap Vargupa Raman alias Papdya 1616
Page 148 Kulapéhekara §6majiyar saka 1538, Year 3

Sambir

Vadagarai

597/1915 $rivala Mara Varagupa alias Kulasékhara Dikshita 1641
Sayamalai Saka 1563 Year 23 + some year

268/1908 $rivala Marava Guparama alias Papdya 1651
Karival]am Kulashekara Dikshitar $aka 1574 current, year 37

Vandanallir

T.A.S. VI $iivala Varaguparama Papdya, Kulasekhara 1754
Page 149 Davadikshitar who revived the past

courtallam Kollam 930

T.A.S. VI Srivala Varagupa Rama Papdya Kulasékhara 1759
Page 151 Davadikshitar who revived the past

courtallam Kollam 935 Karttika
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Most probably the first four recorcs
belong to the same king of acccssion
1613. The princes bear the brahman ti-
tle Somajiyaf and Dikshatar. Accord-
ing to Dharma Sastras it is permitted to a
Kshatriya to request brahmanas to perform
yagas in his name - and the king can style
himself Dikshitar or Sdmajiyar. Recently
the Tamil Nadu State Department of Ar-
chacology discovered two copper plates
of the last king.2? Unfortunately the date
portion is wrong. |

Politically the later Pandyas werc
very week.  They ruled in accordance
with the wishes of Vijayanagar or Nayaka
rulers. Some of thcir copper plates con-
tain the figure of Varahamirti the em-
blem of Vijayanagar. In their last days
they wcre completcly overrun by the
Kérala kings.

Later Pandyas paid their attention
to the construction of temples, ncw an-
nexures and mandapas in the temples.
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They made huge grants to many tem-
ples for festivals and offerings. -They
foundcd large number of new brahman
colonies and gifted lands and money to
the brahmanas for reciting Védas, ad-
hyayanas and reading puranas, paiichargas
(calender) etc. in the temples. They
also encouraged poets and some princes
were scholars. In course of time too much
grants and charities reduced their wealth.
The dynasty gradually got diluted in
the thin air and disappeared after 1859.
The decendants of the contemporary
Ramanathapuram Séthupatis, Travan-
core and Cochin kings, Pudukkdttai
Tondamans, the Tafijaviir Marathas etc.
exist even to-day. Of course as per the In-
dian Constitution they do not have any
right to rule. We can see the members
of these royal families which continue to
exist generation after generation. Unfor-

" tunately we are not able to trace the de-

cendants of the glorious Pandyas who ex-
isted from the days of Mahabarata.

Case study of the Srivilliputtiir Records of A.R. Ep. 1926
(After 1371 A.D.)

Record No. King Date
574 Grant by Lakkaya-Dandanayaka of Vijayanagar Around
1425
572 Dévaraya - Vijayanagar Saumya-Mentions Mavali Vapadi 1429
rayar of Alagarkoyl
529 Parakrama alias S‘rfvallabha, Saka 1356 : 1434
521 Maravarmay Srivalllablia, Year 32 1434
575 Narasiinha Udaiyar - Vijayanagar, Saka 1375 1453
577 ) Mavali Vapadi raya, saka 1375 (Capital Alagarkoil near
Madurai-vasal of Vijayanagar) 1453
567 - Paydya-name lost-saka 1394 1472

563 Kuladckhara brother of Teykasi Parakrama Saka 1305 - 1473
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573 Mavali Vagadiraya saka 1398 1476
565 a ajagap Peruma) Parakrama, Saka 1403 1481
540 Kérala King Udayamartapdavarman Kollam 709 Adi 1534

, . July

561 Kulasekhara who revived the past Saka 1458(His sister 1536)

married Achyutadévaraya in 1529
580 Parakrama Paydya, Saka 1468 1546
537 Maavarmen Sundara Papdya, saka 1469 . 1547
585 Vijayanagar Saka 1471 1549
571 Sadasivaraya Vijayanagar, saka 1472 : 1550
586 : Madurai Virappa Nayaka - Sukla o 1569
592 Ativirarama I (Punarvasu) built Sri Kyishna temple 1571

for the merit of Vfrapf)a Nayaka, Saka 1493
593 Madurai Virappa-nayaka made grants to the above Kyishpa

temple : | 1575

- After 1571 the records of Madurai Nayaks alone appear

Srivilliputtiir is situated about nincty
kilometers mnorth cast of the later
Pandyan capital city Tenkasi. The dates
of the above table show the course of
cvents in the history of the later Pandyas.
When Vijayanagar exercised its author-

_ity the later Pandyas were also allowed

to rule freely in Srivilliputtdr. After
1453 the records of the later Pandyas and
Mavali Vanadirayas are also found. This
shows that both accepted the suzcrainty
of Vijayanagar and within thcmsclves
they were on cordial terms. The Sanskrit
pocm Pandya Kulodaya confirms that the
later Pandyas and Mavali Vanadirayas
were friends. (Pandya Kulddaya page

In 1534 Kérala king Udayamartanda

varman occupied Srivilliputtir Two

years later he was driven out by
Srivallabha (the brotherin-law of Vi-
jayanagar emperor Achyutad@vardya).
After this date the records of later
Pandyas and Vijayanagar appear. There
was close rclationship between them.
The same friendship continued during
the reigns of Madurai Nayaks as evident
by the record of Ativirarama I who in
1571 built a Krishpa temple in honour
of Virappa Nayaka. Pudukkattai copper
plates dated 1583 state that Ativirarama
II and Varatungarama were on friendly
terms with Madurai Nayaks. The char-
ter describes how Ativirarama II and
Varatungarama sent their armies to help
the Madurai Nayak when the later was
engaged in battles. In short the latter
Pandyas were always on cordial terms
with Vijayanagar and Madurai Nayaks.
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Table - I

Alias Ahavarama - Birth Star Piratdli
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Maravarman Srivallabha 1402-1444

Record Village

Data

Date

459/1917 courtalam
461/1917 courtalam
462/1917 courtalam
468/1917 courtalam
529/1911 llafji

243/1921
Dévadanam

247/1941
Dévadanam

426/1916
Atta]nallar

Saka 1351 Mesha Srivallablia alias Ahavaraman

Saka 1355, Rishaba

Saka 1353, Tula

Year 42, Rishaba, Su 2, Monday, Mrigasira
Year 33, Mésha 1, ba 13, Purattati, Sunday
(elder brother Parakrama neglected the
services of the temple)

31, Kumbha 26, su 1, Friday, Purattadi-
(called Ahavarama born in Parattadi. The
transaction of the 30th yecar of elder brother
Parakrama Pandya is quoted)

Year 16, Karttikai 28, ba 2
Thursday, Myigasira

Year 37, Kuihblia 26, $u 1, Friday
Pirattadi - Prasasti Jayamadandaiyum
Birth star Plirattadi - Special service called
Srivallabha-sandhi (see photograph

of the record and the discussions in

page 112 - Mcdievel Pandyas - by
N.Scthuraman. The data given in the
report are wrong. Correct data are

given here after secing the photosraph)

Mesha 1429
Rishaba 1433
Tula 1431
18-5-1444
27-4-1435

20-2-1433

25-11-1417

14-2-1439

Table - 11

Maravarman Vira Pandya alias Kaliyiuga Raman alias Tirunelvéli

Perumal
1421-1446-Birth Star Ardra

Record/ Data Date
Village

452/1917 Courtcllam Saka 1368, Mcsha 15, Chaturddasi, Hasta, Sunday 10-4-1446
88/1905 Year 27, also called Tirunelveli 1438
Uttarakosa mangi Perumaé] alias Kaliyugarama

178/1895 Srivaikuntam Saka 1361, Year 19, Adi 31 - birth 29-7-1439

];72/1895 S.ILV-736
Sri Vaikuntam

star ardra-also called
Tirunelveli Perumal

Year 20, Saka 1363, Vaikasi 31

Vaikasi 1441
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Table - 111

Jatilavarmap S'rivallabha alias Tirunelvéli Perumal

(Iranda-Kalam cdutta) who rcvived the past and who was the son of Ahavarama
1534-1545 (also sce A.R.FEp.1926-27-page-99 '

Record/Village

Data Date

S.I.I.V-764 Tenkasi

Perumal $rivallabha Saka 1459, Year 3, Hevilambi, 26-11-1537
Vrichika, 20th, ba 11, Wednesday mistake for '
Tuesday Svat-Bhuvanaka Viran Pradast

567/1915 Saka 1563, Year 7, Pilava, 27th Avani, birth star August
Darukapuram of the king was Aévathi (Data are imperfect) 1541
583/1915 Also called Jatilavarman Tirunelveli Perumal] born 22-11-1535
Darukapuram in Aévati Saka 1457, Manmatha, Kartigai 23, Su

12, Monday, Svati
T.A.S.VI : Also called Kulasckharadeva who revived the 1535
page 47 Srivilliputtar past-Saka 1457, Manmatha
524/1926 Srivillputtir Also called Kulasekhara who revived the past June 1534

Saka 1456, Jaya, Ani 16 etc.
561/1926 Also called Kulasekharadéva alias Kodandarama ' 1536
Srivilliputtur Saka 1438
T.A.S.VI page 48 Jatilavarman Srivallabla, Saka 1459 Year 3 1537
Vasudcvanallir
525/1909 _Saka 1457, Manmatha also called Kulastkara- 1535
Tenkasi Bhuvanckaviran Prasasthi
650/1917 Also called Kulasckhara saka 1456 1534
Kadayanalltr ' ‘
662/1917 & Srivallablia, Saka 1466, Kuihbha : 1545
663/1917 Panpuli : Feb
370/1951 Saka 1459 Year 3 1537
Yasudovanalliir

Table-IV

Maravarman Sundara Pandya alias Tirvnelveli

Perumal birthstar Hasta and accession star Pnushya-1531-1555

Record/Village Data Date
18/1912 Kayattar Saka 1461, Year 8 1539
19/1912 Kayattar Saka 1459 Year 6 1537
S.L.LV 735 Gangaikopdan Saka 1477 Year 24 (mention Raparangarama nalliir) 1555
S.LLV 733 Year 2 opposite 8, Tai. The king has the Royal 1541
Gangaikopdan title Tirunclveli Perumal. His birth star is January

537/1926 Srivilliputtur
S.LLV 408
Tirunelveli

Hasta. (Corrcct data are given in Indian

Antiquary 1913 page 169-Record 169/1895)

Saka 1469, Year 17 1547
Year 14-called by royal title. Tirunclveli Perumal 1545
born in Pushya evidently accession star - which

made him the king and also quotes the birth star Hasta
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Table - V
- Parakrama Pandya alias Kulasekhara alias Vlravenbamala.l
Tirunclvéli Pernmal, son of Abhirdma Pardkrama 1543-1551

Record/Village Data Date

T.A.S.XV M Saka 1471, Tula etc., birth star Asvati 1549

Sembar Tirunelveli Peruma]

Vadagarai

T.AS.XV O Saka 1472, Mithuna ete. Year 7 Tirunelvéli 1550
Perumal, birth Star Asvati Mithuna

277/1908 Saka 1469 Year 5 birth star Aswati 1547

Karivalam

532/1909 Saka 1473, Year § | 1551

Takasi ‘

525/1917 Saka 1469, Year 5 1547

Tenkasi

532/1017 Saka 1470, Year 6 1548

Takasi

450/1917 Saka 1474, current cyclic year Virodhikrit 1551

Conrtallam Year 8

His rccords arc many, sample cascs alonc are given here.
Table - VI
Sccond son of Abhirama Parakrama, called Parakrama Pandya
alias Kulasckhara Tlrunclvchpcrumal 1 - also called

Viravenbamalai Dharmaperumal 1551-1563

Record/Village Data Date
527/1909 Saka 1485, \ear 12 1563
Tenkasi

546/1917 Saka 1484, Year 12 mentins Alaga 1562
Taykasi ' Perumal Ativirarama

515/1917 1485 Year 13 1563
Takasi

560/1917 Saka 1481, Year 9 1559
561/1917 Tenkasi ' |

511/1917 Saka 1481, also called Dharmaperumal] 1563
Teakasi :

530/1917 Saka 1480, called Dharmaperumal 1558
Tarkasi .

His rccords are manv. Sample cases alone are given here
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) Table - VII »
Varatungarama alias Abhirama Sundarg$vara alias Vira Pandya
1586 - 1595 Birth Star Pushya

Record/Village Data Date
275/1908 Abirama Varatuiigarama alias Vira Pandya Saka ' 1595
Karivalam 1517, Manmatha, Year 10

vandanallur

272/1908 Ablirama Varatuiigarama alias Vira Pandya, Saka 1578
Karivalam 1511 current, Sarvadhari Year 2

vandanallur

590/1917 AblLirama Sundara Varatwigarama, Saka 1510 1588
Takasi

605/1917 Abhirama Sundara Varatunigarama alias Vira 1588
Tefikasi Pandya, Saka 1512, Vikyita, Year 4

Pudukkottai ~ Saka 1505

Copper Plates

T.A.S.VI

Page - 83

354/1950 Varatuiigarama, Saka 1512, Year 4 1590
Vasudévanallur

Dalavay o 'Abhiréma:, Sunderé$vara Varatungarama Vira 1588
Agraharam : Pandya, Saka 1510, birth star Pushya (Sce ' '
Plates of A.R. Ep 1929 - 27 Page 99, birth star Pushya is

Varatungarama confirmed by Srivilliputtir record)

T.A.S.VI

Page 126 _
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T.A.S. VI, page - 113,
T.A.S. VI, page 103 - No. VIII; Takasi S.I.I. XXVI - 539.
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Courtallam 503 of 1917, Saka 152 7y Year 42. There are cases where the engraver has given high regnal
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wlho was kind enough to send to me the transcripts of the records.



Book Review

KHAROSSHTI AND KHAROSHTI-
BRAHMI INSCRIPTIONS IN WEST BEN-
GAL (INDIA) by B.N. Mukherjee (Pub-
lished in Indian Museum Bulletin series), In-
dian Museum, Calcutta, 1990, pages 80 and
plate).

This book, an important addition to the

inscriptional literature in the recent years
has been written by Dr, B.N. Mukherjee a
leading authority on Kharoshti inscriptions:
The volume contains three chapters, three
appendices, list of illustrations, list 'of ab-
breviations select bibliography, index and
plates. The three chapters deal with the
materials and interpretations’, ‘historical im-
plications’ and ‘epilogue’, respectively, while
the appendices contain ‘alist of inscriptions’,
‘palaeographical charts’ and an account of
‘the earliest limits of Vanga'. He has also

given a gist of inscriptions in Appendix L

The inscriptions which belong to the pe-
riod from to 5th century A.D. provide a
very important clue to socio-economic, cul-
tural and administrative set up of the pe-
riod in the region of Vanga. While some in-
scriptions are engraved on various types of
vessels, plates, seals etc., either discovered
through excavations or brought to light as
chance finds, some of the Brahmi legends are
found stamped on the seals with the help
of matrices.
Prof. Mukherjece
classifies the inscriptions into 8 categories.
The legends of the inscriptions are either in
Khardshti or in a mixed script consisting of
both Khardshti and Brahmi letters and the
interesting point to notice here is that while

Kharoshti inscriptions.

The seals also contain incised -

~ the Khardshti inscriptions read from right to

left, the direction of the writing of the mixed
inscriptions is as per the initial letter, be it is
Kharashti or Brahmi, i.e., if the initial letter
is Kharoshti the inscription would be from
right to left and if the initial letter is Brahmi,
it would read from left to right. The lan-
guage of these inscriptions is Prakrit. There

- is also influence of Aramic and Greek in some

letters. In this context, the specially notewor-
thy letters are sin and tet(h) and Greek letter
phi. The use of letter jain Khargshti in place
of Roman letter z is also noteworthy. Prof.
Mukherjee, while examining the reference to
‘Vimishrita lipi’ in Lalithavistara, opines that
it might be suggestive of the mixed script as

~ we come across in the present context i.e., a

mixture of Khardshti and Brahmi letters.

The purpose of issue of the inscriptions
is varied. It may indicate a personal, royal,
administrative, trade or any other context or
contain a charm or items of fine arts, etc.
The inscriptions also highlight about the
contacts Vanga had with China, SriLanka,
the South East Asian countries, Egypt and
Western India. They also indicate that
the migrants and elite amongst agricultur-
ists had come to wield a political influ-
ence and at times exercise political power.
Kings with their names ending in varman like
Chamdra-varman, ruled a part of Vanga in
the early 4th century A.D. Prof. Mukherjee
also points out that some of the inscriptions
contain references to the Vedic sacrifice and
to some of the Vedic gods like Indra, Agni
and Siva. There is also a reference to fertil-
ity cult in the inscriptions. Prof. Mukherjee



feels that original Vanga (up to the Gupta
age) was distinct from Vanga of the Pala-
Séna times (from about the middle of the 8th
to 13th century A.D. ) as indicated by the
study of the inscriptions. Prof. Mukherjee,
the author of the volume deserves our grat-
itude for bringing out such a valuable book.
The Publishers deserve our sincere appreci-
ation for printing this book very neatly.

Madhav N. Katti

Early Brahmi Inscriptions from
Sannati by Dr. IK.Sharma and Shri
J. Varaprasada Rao (Harman Publishing
House, New Delhi, 1993, pp. xxi + 136 with
4 figures and 34 plates ; Price : Rs. 500-00)

Sannati, on the bank of Bhima river in
Gulbarga District, Karnataka, is wellknown
to many scholars for its rich yield of early
Brahmi inscriptions. It gives a picture of the
remains of the ancient settlement revealing
the evidence of urbanisation. The various
epigraphs unearthed during explorations and
stray excavations are not only valuable for
the reconstruction of the political history but
also the cultural lﬁstory of the Satavahana
period. In many respects this site is impor-
tant, for it is likely to give a new orientation
to the early history of the Deccan once new
evidences are brought to light by the spade
of the Archaeclogist. The valuable historical
mounds and sites of this place call for their
preservation for the benefit of posterity as
the threat of their subinergencé, on account
of the construction of dam in the area, looms
large.

This monograph contains two-parts, with
Part-I dealing with newly discovered Adokan
epigraphs in five chapters, besides appen-

dices and Part-II, with other Brahmi inscrip-

tions found earlier in and around the village,
The recent discovery of Asokan epigraphs
within the precincts of the Chandralamba

~ temple at Sannati has not only evoked inter-

est and excitement amongst the researchers,
but assumed greater significance on account
of their historical importance. The two au-
thors have improved upon their earlier ver-
sion of calling the two edicts under reference
as merely Asokan edicts and not as Rock
edicts, for these were not engraved upon

- Rocks as is generally the case elsewhere. The

general terminology of Asokan edicts applies
to all the edicts, not to speak of the Pillar or
Rock edicts.

It may be stated here in brief that the
edicts from Sannati have gained a unique
place amongst the edicts of this emperor,
be they the Major, Minor, Pillar or Sep-
The authors have not
only taken greater pains to furnish detailed
texts and translations of the edicts found at
Sannati but also elaborated the synoptical

arate Rock edicts.

texts of the other edicts of this emperor.
They have accepted the criticism and sug-
gestions of the various authors whose valu-
able comments have been made available to
us in this book. In view of the great im-
portance of these edicts, they have also pub-

- lished the readings of the texts and trans-

lations by eminent scholars like Prof. K.R.
Norman and Dr. K.V. Ramesh. The opin-
ion of Dr. Ramesh that ‘the diction of San-
nati special edicts reveals significant depar-
tures from the Kalinga version’ assumes sig-
nificance in the light of his own suggestion
that ‘a third master copy must have existed’.
The deeper analysis of the two authors have



enriched this work. It is no doubt clear from
the occurrence of the special edicts at San-
nati that this area and its neighbourhood
were annexed by Asoka and brought under
his paramountcy. This has necessitated the
issue of these special edicts for the welfare of
his subjects and in order to assert his posi-
tion through his viceroys.

The two authors have dealt in detail with
the importance and the dating of the records
ranging from the first century B.C. to the
third century A.D. The epigraphs are related
to the Satavahana kings and other impor-
tant personages of the royal household. They
not only bring to light the exploits and the
achievements of the Satavahana kings but
also adduce an evidence about the social his-
tory of the period. Some of the inscfiptions
throw valuable light on the geographical di-

visions and the antiquity of the places. In
this work, Dr. Sharma and his co-author
have taken immense pains to examine the
contents of various epigraphs discovered in
and around Sannati including those belong-
ing to the period of the later Satavahana
rulers. The attempts to identify the various
places referred to in these records need to
be appreciated here in view of the fact that
they serve as an eye-opener to the scholars
interested in the field of onomastics.

Dr. Sharma and Shri Varaprasada Rao
deserve our congratulations for having made
the texts of the Sannati inscriptions avail-
able to the scholars so early. This mono-
graph thus serves as a valuable addition to
the literature on the ASokan history in par-
ticular and that of the Deccan in general.

Madhav N. Katti
M.D. Sampath
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