
 



ACES – in collaboration with NASA & Other Service Providers 

Presents 

Summer of Innovation Youth Camps 

During the summer of 2026 ACES (Achievement through Community Education & Support) in 

collaboration with NASA and other service providers will host free Summer of Innovation (SOI) STE(A)M 

Camps for Lorain County Youth in grades 2nd – 7th during the period June 22 – August 13, 2026. The SOI 

program will be presented as eight (8) separate four (4) days per week (Mondays thru Thursdays) STE(A)M 

(Science, Technology, Engineering (Arts) and Math) focused journeys with each Tuesday serving as a Music, 

Arts, movie, or game day. Most activities will take place primarily at Greater Victory Church located at 559 

Reid Avenue in Lorain. All camps will run from 11:00am - 3:00pm on Monday through Thursday (kids can be 

dropped off starting at 10:30am). Parents are responsible for transportation to and from the program daily unless 

permission has been provided for the child to walk to and from the program each day. Lunch and snacks will be 

provided daily, at no cost to students or parents.  

By completing/submitting this packet you can enroll your child in any of the eight (8) week-long camps 

being provided from June 22 – August 13, 2026 (see Parent Camp Selection Form). If your child is accepted 

into the program, he/she will receive an all-expense scholarship for each of the weeks being signed up for. 

Youth will be accepted on a first packet submitted basis until all 70 weekly scholarships have been used for the 

season. Scholarships are being made available by the Nordson Corporation, Community Foundation of Lorain 

County, Nord Family Foundation and the Lorain Cooperative Ministry. Please sign your child up only for the 

weekly camps you are certain they will attend. If after submitting your packet, you do NOT hear from us, your 

child has been accepted into the program and should be dropped off at Greater Victory (559 Reid Avenue) by 

10:45am on the first day of their first week of the camp. Participants attending camp must wear gym shoes 

daily. At the conclusion of the summer program (Aug 13th) we will celebrate youth accomplishments. 

It is important that you only mark the weekly camps that your child WILL ATTEND. If you sign up for a 

given week and your child cannot attend that week you must call us at 440-654-8018, or we will assume your 

child is out for the remainder of the summer. Depending on availability, we will attend movies, and probably, be 

swimming at Maude Nieding Park pool one day per week beginning with week 2. If we are allowed to swim 

your child will need to bring a bathing suit and towel on that day (hopefully Wednesdays) each week (also they 

must still wear gym shoes).   

It’s important that we as a camp, and you as the parent, take as many precautions as possible to ensure 

the safety of all the children, staff and volunteers participating in, and delivering services, throughout the 

summer. Please read the SOI safety measures very carefully before submitting your child’s packet. If you are 

not willing to agree to comply with all our safety measures, we cannot accept your child into the SOI program 

this summer. Non-compliance with established safety measures once the camp has started may result in your 

child being disenrolled so please read the next page carefully before signing the enclosed forms. 

ACES and our collaborating partners intend to provide STE(A)M focused, exciting summer adventures 

to youth in 2nd - 7th grade and hope your child can join us for this year’s FREE Summer of Innovation. Please 

call Jessicka Castro, RN at 440-670-6211 if you have questions about our safety measures. We intend to 

continue engaging in hand washing, cleaning, and disinfection of the facility on a regular basis.   

 



SUMMER OF INNOVATION CAMP SAFETY MEASURES 
By signing the attached medical and liability forms you, the parent/guardian of the camper being enrolled 
in the Summer of Innovation weekly camps are agreeing to do your part as a parent to protect the children, 
staff, and volunteers implementing the program.  

I. Drop off and pick-up procedures:  
1) Upon arriving at the GVCM church entrance each morning, your child will be greeted by ACES staff. 

Although we no longer take your child’s temperature upon arrival or ask previously required heath 
screening questions, we ask that you keep your child at home if they have a fever or are displaying any 
illness symptoms whatsoever.  If your child is not displaying any symptoms associated with illness, 
he/she will be provided with hand sanitizer, or taken inside to wash his/her hands before beginning 
program activities. Parents can provide masks for their child if needed. We will be limiting parent and 
visitor entry into the facility to maximize the safety of all children in the program.  
 

2) When arriving at 3:00pm to pick up your child, ACES staff will again greet you to get your child’s name 
and verify that you are the parent, or designated parent’s representative. Once verified the child will be 
brought out to you. Note: We will only release the child to the parent on the application or the name 
the parent provides as her authorized pick-up representative. 
 

II. Sick Children: Again, if your child has a fever or is displaying illness associated symptoms please 
do not bring them to camp that day. Children should be fever free WITHOUT fever reducing medication 
for 48 hours to return to camp. Violations of this policy put your child at risk for dis-enrollment from 
the Summer of Innovation program. 
 

III. Child Becomes Sick while at SOI: If a child becomes sick while at camp, the child will be 
isolated, and parent will be called. Parent will have 1.5 hours to arrange to pick up child from camp. 
Violation of this policy may result in your child being dis-enrolled from the program. Please be sure we 
have your most up to date contact information. 

 

IV. Personal Items: Please limit the use of personal items from home that the child brings with him/her 
to the daily camp sessions. If personal items are necessary, they should remain stored in a backpack 
or other storage bin so they can be used solely by the camper and returned home daily. Please be sure 
to complete the section telling us if your child needs to take medications while they are under our care.  

 
 
 

Notes: Throughout the SOI camp weeks, we will be practicing a few safety procedures like washing our 
hands frequently and limiting the size of participant groups. Students will be in the same group with the 
same camp support staff every day. At various times we will be limiting mixing opportunities with other 
groups (unless outside of the building) to limit interactions that can spread viruses/illnesses. The facility 
will be sanitized regularly, and children will have some applicable individual supplies. When sharing 
limited supply items hand sanitizers will be utilized and in some cases rubber latex or non-latex gloves 
worn where applicable. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 


