
“Time management is really important for a paper. I try to have it done at
least a week before it’s due, just so I can go back and make any last
changes, just to let it breathe and let myself get away from the paper.”

Kate Jacobson—Graduate Student, Millersville University

Chapter 21  “It’s A Process”

If you want to write a clear, cohesive, coherant, creative and well-researched paper, know this: it takes
time. Writing a paper is a process. And it’s not an overnight process.

Zachary Smith — Senior, Kennesaw State University

Ron Kaigler— Junior, University of South Carolina
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“I need to think about it and I need to plan about
it. And it’s not a problem. But it is a process.”
Alexa Erbach—Junior, University of South Carolina

“A great thing to do is brainstorm. Know where I’m taking
the paper and what ideas I’m putting in the paper.”

“Definately bouncing ideas off of other people is great
because so many people can add to your own thoughts or
give you a new perspective on what you’re thinking.”

The Writing Process

Learning
Points

• Brainstorm the subject.
• Research it.
• Bounce ideas off other people— friends, classmates, parents.
• Do more research.
• Write your first drafts.
• Read the draft out-loud. Mistakes are more obvious when you read

out loud. 
• Next: do nothing for a few days. Forget about it.
• Then, with a new perspective,  review and re-write it.
• Read it out loud again.
• Ask others for comments about content, organization and grammar.
• Review and re-write again.

“Proofread it a lot and read it out loud. See if it flows. And then
I usually get some friends to look over it. After they...correct it,
it usually comes out pretty good and flows really well.”

Cindy Shao—Junior, Clemson University

         


