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Chapter 23 Plagiarism Pitfalls

Ideas are the currency of academia. They are to a college what money is to a bank. Steal money from a bank and
you get tossed in jail. Steal ideas in college and you can get tossed out of school. It’s that serious. Some students
intentionally steal. Others do it accidentally because they don’t know any better or because they’re sloppy when
doing their research. Whatever the reason, it’s still plagiarism. And accidental or not, you could get expelled. So,
it’s critical that you understand what it is and how to make sure you don’t commit it. 

Professor Derek Shanahan, Political Geography, Millersville University
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“Plagiarism is when you use somebody else’s ideas or writing as if they
were your own. When you capture something off the Internet and you write
it in a paper and you don’t document it properly or you don’t say what
source it came from, that’s plagiarism.”  
Rachelle Darabi, Director, Academic Success  Indiana-Purdue U. (Ft. Wayne)

“Just be sure that I know that you’re not trying to slide something by
me as your own work, when it’s not. Plagiarism can be as little as
using three words you stole from somebody else...without citing it”.

If they’re not your words or ideas, you must identify whose they are
and where you found them. It’s a simple enough concept. Practically
speaking, here’s what it means.  

When you use someone’s exact words from a speech or interview you
heard or read, put quotation marks around the words. Identify the
speaker and the source.The source may be:

• A book or journal
• A web site or other Internet resource such as a podcast or blog
• A guest lecture you attended on campus
• A radio or television program
• A Newspaper or magazine   

When you use the exact words from a textbook, a novel, magazine
article or a newspaper, put quotation marks around the words,
identify the author and identify the source — where you found the
words.

When you paraphrase someone’s words or ideas, document it —
• Identify whose idea it is and
• Identify the source where you found it.  
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“They can paraphrase something but they still have to cite it.
And if they borrow a really elegant word from a text, even if
it’s just one word, there has to be a citation.”

Professor Lori Weintrobe, History, Wagner College  

        


