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Chapter 24 What’s The Format?

The fewer surprises on exam day, the better! So, find out as much about the exam as possible. That’s
especially true when it’s your first exam with a professor because unless you’ve seen previous exams
or were given a practice exam, you don’t really know how they test. 

Deborah Pfaff, Teaching Associate, American University  

Dr. Craig Nelson, Anatomy & Physiology, Prairie State College 

Preparing For ExamsVPART

“I think it’s very important before a test to raise your hand and say,
Professor...can you tell us what the format of the test is going to be?”
Greg Anderson, Exam Specialist, Indiana-Purdue University (Ft. Wayne)

“The hardest test is the first one, to get a feel for how they test,
how they write the questions, how they think about them.” 

“Is it comprehensive? Does this cover the entire year? What is the
focus of the particular exam? Is it only on this section? That section?

What’s The Format?

In advance of the exam find out the answers to these questions:

• What’s the Format? Essay, Multiple Choice, True False, Short Answer or
a combination?

√ If it’s a combination, what percentage essay, multiple choice etc? 
√ If there are essays, will you have a choice of essay questions to answer?
√ Is it a show-your-work exam, something you may have in math or

science?

In addition to the exam format, you want to know, “What’s the Focus?” 
For example:

√ Does it cover chapters four through eight?
√ The last month of lectures?
√ The lectures or the reading or both?
√ Is it a semester–to–date exam?        

Erika Makos—Senior, Lycoming College   

“The first test...gives you an example of what the others will be like. It sets
a precedent, really for the types of tests the professor is likely to give.”

         


