
“Synthesis is going about picking up different components from different
pieces and bringing them together to form a new whole again.”   

Greg Anderson, Reading Skills Specialist, Indiana-Purdue U. (Ft. Wayne)

Learning
Points

Chapter 26 Critical Thinking Exams

College exams will ask you to do more than remember and understand information. You’ll be asked to
apply, analyze, synthesize and evaluate it. That takes critical thinking skills.

Matt Stevenson—Senior, Millersville University  

Charlie Braun—Senior, Kennesaw State University  

Preparing For ExamsVPART
“It’s not just ‘state the definition.’ It’s more,‘how is a
definition pertaining to a situation.’ Very difficult.”
Brittany Gause—Sophomore, Indiana University

“Once you have to analyze instead of just regurgitate
dates and names...that’s when you really learn.”

“The tests, they’re more... synthesizing the material...instead of just
regurgitating and saying, ‘Ok, this is what the book told me. And this
is what you said in class.’ It’s a lot harder to actually have to put
different ideas together and...come up with your own idea.”

With an analysis question, you’ll break down the facts into individual components, explore how and why
they connect, find hidden patterns. That’s what detectives do at a crime scene.  

Your pictures are in a camera or computer. Your videos are on a DVD. Your music is on a CD.  You’d like
to have all of it with you anytime, anywhere. Take those facts, trends, wants and needs, put them together
and come up with a new idea, a new product. That’s just how Apple developed the iPod. That’s synthesis.

This is the question where you “play” the judge.You’re asked to evaluate, judge or assess facts, ideas and
theories. How do you do that? 1. You define a set of criteria. 2.Use the criteria to assess the Pros and Cons
—of the ideas or theories. 3. Make a judgment based on your overall assessment.
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With an application question, you don’t just recall the information. You have to apply your knowledge to
a specific situation or set of circumstances.
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