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Chapter 27 Predicting Exam Questions

Don’t think you’re going to walk into a college exam and just “wing it.” As
discussed in Chapter 26, it’s not good enough to know the information. You
have to think about it. You not only should ask yourself the types of questions
discussed in Chapter 26, you should answer them as well! 

Will the questions you and your classmates dream up be on the exam?
Probably not the exact questions. But the fact that you’ve thought about the
material from a variety of perspectives better prepares you for the exam. If
the first time you really think about the subject matter is when you actually
take the exam, chances are you’ll be disappointed with your grade. 

Sheila Parast—Junior, Kennesaw State University  

Ron Kaigler—Junior, University of South Carolina 
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“Predicting test questions is one of the best ways you have for
increasing your test scores.”
Barbara Kirkwood, Exam Specialist, Indiana-Purdue U. (Ft. Wayne)

“I...write the paper...preparing for the essay test.
(First) I’m going to brainstorm it...then I’m
going to write it.”

When Sheila knows a certain question will be on the
test, she practices writing the answer. “I write it...and
then I do it again until I think I’ve got it right.”

• Review past exams and quizzes.
• What was the professor’s emphasis in class and in the reading assignmnents?
• Are there clues in the syllabus?
• Or in the course catalogue?

Once you’ve done all of the above, 
• Set up a study group.
• Brainstorm possible questions.
• Then write the answers.
• Review Bloom’s taxonomy for ideas on how you might be tested.

Predicting test questions is “thinking like the professor. What does the
professor think is important? OK. How could he test you on that?

Greg Anderson, Exam Specialist, Indiana-Purdue U. (Ft. Wayne)

         


