
Chapter 30 Practice Exams

As one student put it, “It’s hard to know what you don’t know.” That a good reason to take practice
exams. Learn your strengths and weaknesses. You’ll also gain insight into what the professor thinks is
important. And in math and sciences courses, it’s important to get as much practice as possible with
problems you’ve never seen before. So, in addition to taking any practice exams the profs offer, find
new practice problems in your textbook, review book, workbook or online resources.
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“I usually go to the end of the chapter, look over the
practice tests. And they usually have multiple choice tests
as well that can help you better prepare for the exam.”

Jamele Little—Sophomore, Clemson University

“A lot of my texts come with online resources that I tend to
use doing practice tests. And those are very, very helpful.” 

“My strategy. I get the review book. There’s a
review test book with most of the math (courses)
and they give you lots of practice tests.” 

Practice Exams

Learning
Points

• Take practice exams to:
√ Learn what you know and
√ Discover your weaknesses
√ Identify what to study the most
√ Learn what the focus of the real exam will be

• In addition to the practice exam, answer the questions in the:
√ Textbook
√ Workbook
√ Review Book
√ Textbook’s online resources, if available
√ Old exams that may be available on campus or online

“With more stuff online, a lot of my professors actually post their old tests and
old answer keys. You need to take advantage of that. They’re not going to ask
the same questions over and over because it’s out there. But you get an idea of
what’s important to them, what they think about. And by looking at that, you
can kind of get an idea of what do I need to focus on for this test.”  

         


