
“If you don’t write an outline, your exam is going to be a mess because
your professor is not going to know what you’re talking about!”

Tommy Preston—Senior, University of South Carolina

Chapter 36 Outline Your Essay

With essay exams, take a few minutes to think before you write. Brainstorm the subject. Organize your
thoughts. Write a simple outline. Then write the essay based on your outline.

Anna McLeod, Dir., Academic Success Centers, University of South Carolina

Zachary Smith—Senior, Kennesaw State University   

Taking Exams

Alecia Garcia—Senior, Southern Illinois University

Harrison Brookie—Senior, Clemson University
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“A lot of test answers are also graded on how well they fit together
and how well they are integrated with the question. So, it’s
important to kind of have an idea of what you want to say.” 

“I go from brainstorming to the outline to writing down the actual paper.”
Ron Kaigler—Junior, University of South Carolina

“And you’ll need that framework because if you don’t, you’ll
put a lot of great sentences on your paper but there won’t be
any order. And so, it kind of makes it a jumble.” 

“With essay exams...organize your thoughts...create a general outline...just the
main topics I plan to cover in which order. What are the supporting ideas that
go along with those topics?”

“A thesis statement is really what they want to see. They want to see a
good introduction and see that you know what you’re going to say. And
that later on, you actually say that. So, an outline is real important.”  

Think Before You Write

Learning
Points

• Brainstorm the Question.
• Organize Your Thoughts.
• Write a Simple Outline.
• Then write the essay based on the outline.
• Compare the finished essay to the outline to 

make sure you’ve covered all the points.

         


